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The Adams-Leslie-Wiggins Home, built in 1903, is a two-storey gabled structure.
The home is basically rectangular in configuration with a projecting bay on
the front (west) elevation and a shed addition on the rear. From the project-
ing bay to the southwestern corner is a two-storey porch. The lower roof,
which has a round turn on the southwest corner, is detailed in bracketed
turned posts, frieze board, and a simple ogee cornice. Above the cornice is

a simple panelled area. The second storey porch is supported by turned and
bracketed post and is linked by a straight-pieced balustrade. Corners are
marked by pilasters. Gable ends are finished with vergeboards; - they con-
tain fish-scale shingles alternating with diamond-shaped shingles. Attic
vents are Eastlake cuts. Each gable has a different vent design. The entrance
door has a single glazed panel. Windows. and doors are faced in wide butt~
jointed boards. They are asymmetrical in arrangement. Exterior walls are
finished in narrow weatherboard. Windows are aluminum. The original ell-
shaped rear porch has been enclosed,and a shed addition has been added.

The interior 'has a central ' hall from which a stair leads to the upstairs.
The stair has plain balustrades and a turned newel post. The wainscot in the
entrance hall is half-round bead. Each of the four downstairs rooms which
open onto the hall have beaded-ceiling wainscots. Windows have butt-board
trim )and doors have symmetrical molding. Each of the four downstairs rooms
has a panelled fireplace. Walls and ceilings upstairs are beaded-ceiling.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
The Adams—Lé%lie—Wiggins House is significant as the last remaining historic
residence in the Sand Tuck-Hickory Springs area of Bradley County, Arkansas.
A local carpenter, Thomas L. Brown, built the house for Julius Henry Adams
and his son-in-law, William James Leslie.
The house was constructed in 1903 with lumber form the nearby Arkansas Lumber
Company at Warren. Two similar houSes were once located in the area (the
Pennington House and the Brown House), but both have been destroyed. The
ornamental brackets and vergeboards along with the multi-patterned shingles
in the gable ends give this otherwise simple structure a decorative touch.

The elder builder, Julius Henry Adams, was born March 6, 1847, at Gray's Ferry,
Alabama. With his parents, Abner Aaron and Catherine Henry Adams, young Adams
moved to Bradley County, Arkansas, in 1853. Following his service with Company B,
Flippin's Battalion, CSA, J. H. Adams married Nancy Jane Hargis in 1866. The
couple had one daughter, Almyra Elizabeth, born in 1869.

J. H. Adams held a wide variety of jobs during his lifetime. After serving

as a soldier in the Civil War he returned to farm in Bradley County. In 1874
he and his father-in-law, Washington B. Hargis, opened a blacksmith and wood-
working shop in Warren. In 1875 he was appointed postmaster and elected mayor
of the city. Following his two year term as mayor he returned to farming

until 1889 when he entered the sawmill business. In 1895 Adams began operation
of a pipe stave business in the Saline and Ouachita River bottoms. His last
job, which he held from 1901 until his death in 1927, was that of timber buyer
for the Arkansas Lumber Company.

William James Leslie, the younger builder of the Adams-Leslie-Wiggins House,

was born in Bradley County on September 21, 1858. His father, Samuel D. Leslie
(1829-1862) , died in Kentucky while serving in the Confederate army. His mother,
Martha Jane Adams Leslie, returned to her father's house to raise young Leslie.

On September 18, 1887, W. J. Leslie married Almyra E. Adams, daughter of J. H.
Adams. The couple had four children of whom only one, James Lester, survived

to adulthood. Members of the Adams-Leslie families continually occupied the
house from its construction in 1903 until it was sold by James L. Leslie in 1966.

Still located in its original setting, the Adams-Leslie-Wiggins House retains
its rural character. The house is a good example of a rural residence built for a
moderately successful businessman in Arkansas at the turn-of-the-century,
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Missing Core Documentation

Property Name County, State Reference Number

Adams-Leslie House Bradley, 79000433
Arkansas

The following Core Documentation is missing from this entry:

____Nomination Form
_X_Photographs (missing photographs 2-5)
____USGS Map
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