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DATE ENTERED

| NAME

HISTORIC Monoffloy Point Lighthouse

AND/OR COMMON

d d. Mononoy Li ght house
LOCATION

STREET ft NUMBER

Oh Mononoy | sl and, i n Mononoy National Wildlife Refuge

.NOT FOR PUBLICATION

CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
Chatham VICINITY OF 12
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE
Massachusetts 025 Bar nst abl e 001

CLASSIFICATION

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP. ; STATUS PRESENT USE
DISTRICT JLPUBLIC —OCCUPIED AGRICULTURE _.JSEUM
_BUILDING(SI JLUNDCCUPIED COMMERCIAL .PARK
"STRUCTURE ~-PRIVATE AT WORK IN PROGRESS EDUCATIONAL .PRIVATE RESIDENCE
-SITE ACCESSIBLE ENTERTAINMENT  -RELIGIOUS A<
-OBJECT PUBLIC ACQUISITION X.YES RESTRICTED AGOVERNMENT .SCIENTIFIC
ﬂSE.Z%OE%SNSS|DERED _ YES UNRESTRICTED INDUSTRIAL .TRANSPORTATION
_NoO —MILITARY -OTHER
® AGENCY U.S.Fish and Wildlife Service -
REGONALHEADOUARTERS* @ YadMlay Region 5 Office fc'

STREET & NUMBER
One Gateway Center, Suite 700

CIT'L.;—VOV\;VONH Corner VICINITY OF MaS:TaAgiusettS
e LOCATION OFLEGAL DESCRIPTION

REISRY - DHEDEIC U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Region5, Realty
STREET & NUMBER
One Gateway Center

| Newton  Comer, M assachusetts
e REPRESENTATION INEXISTING SURVEYS

None to our knowledge

DATE
—FEDERAL —STATt —COUNTY —LOCAL

DEPOSITORY FOR
SURVEY RECORDS

CITY. TOWN STATE



DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
-EXCELLENT S-DETERIORATED —UNALTERED X.ORIGINALSITE
-GOOD —RUINS iLALTERED —MOVED DATE-
-FAIR UNEXPOSED

DESCRI 8ETHE PRESENT AND ORI G NAL (IF KNOWN) PHYS CAL APPEARANCE

Situated at t hesouthern end of Mononoy |sland, a coastal barrier beach island which extends
approximately ten mles south fromthe'elbow of Cape Cod, t heMnonoy Point Lighthouse in-
cludes a two-story keeper's house, a light tower of brick sheathed with cast iron sheets and
an adjacent generator house. The island nakes up nost of the Mononoy National Wldlife
Refuge under theUS Fish and"WIldlife Service and i san established National "WIderness
Area, although thelighthouse i slocated on one of two parcels of land excluded from wilder- '
ness designation. Mnonoy |Island can only be reached by boat.

The Li ghthouse sits near the original dune line, which is nowa half-mleback fromthe
ocean. On the east side of the light are sand dunes; to thewest is a freshwater marsheco-
systemwher e such vegetati on as grasses, fal se heather and typical freshwat er pl ants grow
and wi | dl i fe abounds.

About forty-four feet wide on the west side by thirty-sevenfeet across thefront south face,
the keeper's house was built i na practical Cape Cod style. "Wathered gray shingling, white
moul di ng and mul tiple-paned wi ndows arefound on al | sides. The roof has been shingled withir
the last twenty years. A wooden platformsurrounds thestructure at a height of one foot
above t hesand and ends i na solid board fence. The brick foundation creates a basement
which i si ngood condition; i tincorporates a fruit/vegetable cellar and four small storage
areas. "Originally an oven, called the"set-tub", was built into thebricks. ...Stairs |ead
up from thecellar towhat was then the..."'but' ry" (Maro Jones manuscript)." The first floor
has five roons, all with wooden floor boards and painted plaster walls. The small kitchen
di splays closets and shelves totheceiling and a working water punp. The second floor,
reached by a winding series of twelve wooden stairs, contains three roons and a small alcove,

A slant-roofedwal kway along t henorth face connects thefirst floor of thehouse withthe
light tower. Entrytothelight was covered, allowing thekeeper toget tothetower without
emerging from shelter. The light tower i sabout thirty-five feet high; itsouter supporting
guy wires aregone and itsexterior redpaint i shadly flaking. At one time, a carpenter's
shop stood within two feet of thelight's base (Maro Jones manuscript). A curved metal door
is part of thelight's base. A rectangular plaque and an eagle once decorated t he door;

only their outlinesremain. Inside thelight, a metal serpentine stairway i nvery good con-
dition twines around a central metal pipe up toa small platform A seven-stepped metal |ad-
der connects with thecircular platformof t hecupola, where the.light nechani sm once rested,:
The iron Cupola i sopen tothe weather; fifteen open sections remain where wi ndows once were. '
An iron fixture, once holding thelight mechanism i sholted tothecenter of thefloor.
Three hexagonal glass floor pieces allow light tofilter down into thestairwell. A two-foot
wi de catwal k extends completely around t he cupol a.

The generator house i slocated near thenorth side of t hehouse. The eleven-foot by thirteen-*
foot brick building, with brick floor and exterior wooden moulding, i si ngoodcondition.

Its pitched roof i scovered with slate shingles. A small wooden cupola, once positionedon
the roof, i snow stored inside, .
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The keeper's house has been wired forelecticity and has pl unbing.
harsh weat her conditions have danaged t he exposed tower and house. Thetoweri s
structurally sound but rusted andstripped of accouterments. Two abandoned nodern
canp houses ontheproperty aret oberenmoved bytheUS Fish andW ldlife Service
within thenext year. Active protectionof theproperty i snext toimpossible at
the present time. No enployee i spermanently stationed on Mnonoy Refuge and t he

office of t herefuge nmanager responsible for theproperty i sthree hours driving
time from Chat ham

Vandal i smand
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There i ssonme confusion as t owhen t hetower was rebuilt (versus refitted) and
what t hedate of theremining structure is. Records suggest that the or?;ginal
Mononoy |ight was thefifth [ight established on Cape Cod ("Clark, Lightingthe
Lower Cape"). James B. Gill began constructionon a light i n1823, t hesame
year that the Federal Government was granted jurisdiction of thefour-acre site.
Its first flame, rated at 23,000 candl epower, appeared i n1828, |1 n 1838 i t con-
sisted of a single series of eight lanps mounted on t hekeeper's dwelling with
thirteen-inch reflectors operating twenty-fivefeet above t hesea (W Il oughby,
p.167), Uoon inspectioni n1842, I.WP, Lewis recorded i t as being i n"ruined
condition" (Snow, po349). According toa contract now i ntheNational Archives,
a cast iron lighthousewas built by Cyrus Al ger i n1849. The 1857 List of Light-
houfc.es states that thelight was refitted i n1849. Another contract dated 1849
with Pel ham Bonney calls for theerectlon of t hekeeper's house at t he station,
Edward Rowe Snow records that "the tower was rebuilt i n 1855 and again i n the
1870' s" (Snow, pp.349-350). Edison P. Lohr, National Park Service Historian on
Cape Cod, described Mnonoy Light as dating t o 1855 (National Park Service ms-
cel laneous papers). MalcolmF, WIloughby notes that "the |ighthouse apparatus
was changed t oa fourth-order Fresnel lens.,," i n1855 (W Iloughby, p, 167),

The List of Lighthouses of 1857 further describes thestructure: "41/3/3/33-69
59/19 on thelight, #73, The tower i sthirty-feet; thirty-three feet above sea
level, with afourteen-inchreflector and eight lanps. The tower has a black
dome." I nthel870's, after further remodeling, "the light was fixed white shown
forty-seven feet above the water and visible twelve mles; aredsector indicated
the position of the whistling and gas and bell buoys at thenorthern entranceto
Pollock Ri pSlue" (WIIloughby, p.167). The Governnent Light List for 1922 portrays
a "...red tower, with a covered way |eading from thekeeper's dwelling. The tower
was 40 feet hlgh and had a fixed Whlte light Wlth a redsector which was visible
from 255 degrees t o 267 degrees..
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A[D" 1411.711.4,21 14.6i0,1| 0.2.11 BL?LA 17MM710.2.81 |A.6]0.1] 1,3,4]
ZONE EASTING NORTHING ZONE EASTING NORTHING
CID.RI |411.710i9,9] |4,6]|0, I]|2, Q5| DIDR N1,7|2,1,3] |4 ¢ 0 10,9, 3

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCR PTI ON

Al'l that tract or parcel of |and, known as t he O d Mbnonoy Li ght house site, bounded by
the following described lines: beginning at a stake 360 ft. fromthe high water nark,
and rmning fromthence, southwest, 20 rods toa stake; thence, northwest 32 rods toa
stake; thence norhteast 20 rods t o a stake; thence southeast 32 rods tothe first named
stake; the sane containing 4 acres, more or less. This i sthe propertyreceivedfrom
the Mass. Audubon Soci ety on June 1977 and which i s exenpt fromNat'| W/ derness status.

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE CODE

«  COUNTY *, CODE
STATE . CODE COUNTY CODE
EQFORM PREPARED BY * -
NAME/TITLE
Christine E. Tougas, Outdoor Recreation Specialist ] *
ORGANIZATION DATE
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Great Meadows National Wildlife Remuge 10/28/78
STREETS. NUMBER LIS TELEPHONE
191 Sudburv Road (617) 369-5518
CITY OR IOWN STATE
r‘nrord M assachusetts

EH CERTIFICATION OF NOMINATION
STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER RECOMMENDATION
YES® NO NO” ; X). [/ A

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE
In compliance with Executive Order 11593. | hereby nominate this property to the National Register, certifying that the Slate
Historic Preservation Officer has been allowed 90 days in which to present the nomination to the State Review Board and to
evaluate its significance. The evaluated level of significance is National State

Local.
FEDERAL REPRESENTATIVE SIGNATURE
TITLE DATE
FDR NPS USE ONLY
| HEREBY CERTIFY THATTHIS PROPERTY IS INCLUDED IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER
DATE
DIRECTOR. OFFICE OF ARCHEOLOGY AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION
ATTEST: DATE

KEEPER OF THE NATIONAL REGISTER
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Jones, Maro Beath. Unpublished manuscript furnished by Ms, Lucia B, Hills,
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Refuge office i nConcord, M\

Massachusetts Audubon Society. Mnonoy W I derness (Cape Cod: Mass. Audubon
Society, 1972).
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DATE ENTERED

NAME

HISTORIC Mononoy Point Lighthouse

AND/OR COMMON

O d Mnonoy Li ght house

LOCATION O Mononoy | sl and, i nMnonoy National Wildlife Refuge

STREETS NUMBER

-NOT FOR PUBLICATION

CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT

Chatham . VICINITY OF 12
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE
M assachusetts 025 Bar nst abl e 001

CLASSIFICATION

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP. STATUS PRESENT USE

_bISTRICT XPUBLIC : —OCCUPIED —AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM
.If _BUILDING(S) —PRIVATE X.UNJOCCUPIED —COMMERCIAL PARK
ASTRUCTURE — BOTH WORK IN PROGRESS —EDUCATIONAL PRIVATE RESIDENCE
_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE —ENTERTAINMENT  —RELIGIOUS
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS X.YES: RESTRICTED XGOVERNMENT — SCIENTIFIC
—BEING CONSIDERED YES: UNRESTRICTED INDUSTRIAL —_TRANSPORTATION
_NO —MILITARY -lIoTHER:
AGENCY U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
REGIONAL HEADQUARTERS; (Itapplicable) Region 5 Office
STREET* NUMBER
One Gateway Center, Suite 700

CITY. TOWN ' STATE

Nalvton Corner VICINITY OF M&Sachusett S
LOCATION OFLEGAL DESCRIPTION
COURTHOUSE. .

REOSRY ¢ CELSET U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Region 5, Realty
STREET & NUMBER

Ore Gateway Center

CITY. TOWN STATE

Newton Comer, ".. Massachusett s

1 REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE
None t o our knowl edge
DATE
—FEDERAL —STATE —COUNTY —LOCAL"
DEPOSITORY FOR
SURVEY RECORDS
STATE

CITY. TOWN



DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
-EXCELLENT 3LDETER10RATED —UNALTERED X.ORIGINALSITE
-GOOD -RUINS XALTERED —MOVED DATE-
-FAIR -UNEXPOSED

CESCR BETHE PRESENT AND (R @ NAL (IF KNO/MN)  PHYS CAL APPEARANCE

Situated at t hesouthern end of Mononoy |sland, a coastal barrier beach island which extends
approximately ten mles south from the'elbow of Cape Cod, t heMnoroy Point Lighthouse in-
cludes a two-story keeper's house, a light tower of brick sheathed with cast iron sheets and
an adjacent generator house. The island nakes up nost of the Mwnonoy National W ldlife
Refuge under theUS Fish andW ldlife Service and i san established National T7ilderness
Area, although thelighthouse i slocated on one of two parcels of land excluded fromwil der-
ness designation. Mnonoy |sland can only be reached by boat.

The Lighthouse sits near theoriginal dune line, which i snow a half-mile back fromthe
ocean. O theeast side of thelight aresand dunes; tothe west i sa freshwater nmarsh eco= ]
system where such vegetation as grasses, false heather and typical freshwater plants grow

and wildlife abounds. 1

About forty-four feet wide on the west side by thirty-sevenfeet across thefront south face,
the keeper's house was built i na practical Cape Cod style. "Wathered gray shingling, white
moul ding and mul tiple-paned wi ndows arefound on al | sides. The roof has been shingled withir
the last twenty years. A wooden platformsurrounds thestructure at a height of one foot .
above t hesand and ends i na solid board fence. The brick foundation creates a basenent [
which i si ngood condition; i tincorporates a fruit/vegetable cellar and four small storage '
areas. "Originally an oven, called the"set-tub", was built into thebricks. ...Stairs |ead
up from thecellar towhat was then the...'but'ry' (Maro Jones manuscript)," The first floor
has five rooms, al | with wooden floor boards and painted plaster walls. The small kitchen
displays closets and shelves totheceiling and a working water punp. The second floor,
reached by a winding series of twelve wooden stairs, contains three roons and a small al cove.

A slant-roof edwal kway along t henorth face connects thefirst floor of thehouse withthe
light tower. Entrytothelight was covered, allowing thekeeper toget tothetower without ;
emerging from shelter. The light tower i sabout thirty-five feet high; itsouter supporting
guy wires aregone and itsexterior redpaint i shadly flaking. At one time, a carpenter's
shop stood within two feet of thelight's base (Maro Jones manuscript), A curved metal door
is part of thelight's base, A rectangular plague and an eagle once decorated thedoor; |
only their outlinesremin. Inside thelight, a metal serpentine stairway i nvery good con-
dition twines around a central metal pipe uptoasmall platform A seven-stepped nmetal |ad-
der connects with thecircular platformof t hecupola, where the .light nmechani sm once rested.
The iron cupola i sopen tothe weather; fifteen open sections remain where wi ndows once were.
An iron fixture, once holding thelight mechanism i sholted tothecenter of thefloor.
Three hexagonal glass floor pieces allow light tofilter down into thestairwell. A two-foot
wi de catwal k extends completely around t hecupola, »

The generat or house i s | ocated near the north side of the house. The el even-foot by thirtee
foot brick building, with brick floor and exterior wooden noul ding, is in good condition.
Its pitchedroof is coveredwith slate shingles. A small wooden cupol a, once positioned on
the roof, is now storedinside. ‘
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The keeper's house has been wired forelecticity and has plunmbing.

harsh weather conditions have damaged t he exposed tower and house. The tower i s
structurally sound but rusted and stripped of accouterments. Two abandoned nodern
canp houses on the property are to be renoved by. the US Fish and Wildlife Service
within thenext year. Active protectionof theproperty i snext toinmpossible at
the present time. No enployee i spermanently stationed on Mononoy Refuge and t he

office of therefuge manager responsible forthe property i sthree hours driVing
time from Chatham

Vandal i sm and
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There i ssone confusion as towhen t hetower was rebuilt (versus refitted) and
what t hedate of theremaining structure is. Records suggest that theoriginal
Monoroy |ight was thefifth light established on Cape Cod ("Clark, Lightingthe
Lower Cape"), James B Gill began constructionon a light i n 1823, t hesame

year that the Federal GCovernnent was granted jurisdiction of thefour-acre site.
Its first flame, rated at 23,000 candl epower, appeared i n1828, |1 n 1838 i t con-
sisted of a single series of eight lanps mounted on the keeper's dwelling with
thirteen-inch reflectors operating twenty-fivefeet above thesea (WIIoughby,
p,167). Woon inspectioni n1842, |.WP. Lewis recorded i t as being i n"ruined
condition" (Snow, p,349). According toa contract now i ntheNational Archives,
a cast iron lighthousewas built by Cyrus Alger i n1849, The 1857 List of Light-
houses states that thelight was refitted i n1849, Another contract dated 1849
with Pel ham Bonney calls for theerectionof thekeeper's house at the station,
Edward Rowe Snow records that "the tower was rebuilt i n 1855 and again i n the
1870' s" (Snow, pp, 349-350), Edison P, Lohr, National Park Service Historian on
Cape Cod, described Mnonoy Light as dating to 1855 (National Park Service ms-
cellaneous papers). MilcolmF. WIloughby notes that "the lighthouse apparatus
was changed toa fourth-order Fresnel lens..." i n1855 (WIlloughby, p, 167),

The List of Lighthouses of 1857 further describes thestructure: "41/3/3/33-69
59/19 on thelight, #73, The tower i sthirty-feet; thirty-three feet above sea
level, with a fourteen-inchreflector and eight lanps. The tower has a bl ack
done," I nthel870's, after further remodeling, "the light was fixed white shown
forty-seven feet above the water and visible twelve mles; aredsector indicated
the position of the whistling and gas and bell buoys at t henorthern entranceto
Pollock Ri pSlue" (WIIloughby, p.167), The Governnent Light List for 1922 portrays
a "...red tower, with a covered way |eading from t hekeeper's dwelling. The tower
was 40 feet high and' had a fixed white light with aredsector which was visible
from 255 degrees t o 267 degrees,,,"
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Clark, Captain Admont G, "Lighting the Lower Cape," Cape Cod Conpass, 1970,

Jones, Maro Beath, Unpublished manuscript furnished by Ms. Lucia B Hills,
23 Ships "Vdy, Bourne, M\ 02532. Available at Great Meadows National W ldlife
Refuge office i n Concord, M\ ~ »

Massachusetts Audubon Society, Mnonoy W I derness (Cape Cod: Mass, Audubon
Society, 1972), «

National Archives, Reference report relating to the lighthouse at Mbononoy Point;
records of the US Coast CGuard, Record Group 26 including Site File, Massachu-
setts No. 47 and contracts. Available at National Archives, Washington, DC

National Park Service. Assorted file papers. Cape Cod National Seashore. Avail-
able at NS office. Cape Cod National Seashore, -

Smth, Wlliam G A History of Chatham Mass, (Chatham M Chat ham Historical
Society, Inc., 1971 edition).

Snow, Edward Rowe, Faaous Lighthouses of New England (Boston: Yankee Publishing
Co., 1945).

W loughby, Malcolm F, Lighthouses of New England (Boston T, T, Metcalf Co.,
1929),
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12 Certification:
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INAME

HISTORIC Mononoy Point Lighthouse

AND/OR COMMON
O d Mononoy Lighthouse

LOCATION

STREET & NUMBER

h Mononoy | sl and, i nMbnonoy National W ldlife Refuge

_NOT FOR PUBLICATION

CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
Chatham X' VICINITY OF 12
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE
Massachusetts 025 Bar nst abl e 001

CLASSIFICATION

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP. STATUS PRESENT USE
—DISTRICT XPUBLIC —OCCUPIED AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM
_BUILDING(SI — PRIVATE X.UNJOCCUPIED —COMMERCIAL —PARK
ASTRUCTURE —BOTH —WORK IN PROGRESS —EDUCATIONAL —PRIVATE RESIDENCE
_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE —ENTERTAINMENT —RELIGIOUS
—OBJECT .. _IN PROCESS 2S.YES: RESTRICTED AGOVERNMENT —SCIENTIFIC

—BEING CONSIDERED — YES: UNRESTRICTED —INDUSTRIAL —TRANSPORTATION
_NO —MILITARY —OTHER:
DAGENCY ,»C I,-u H .
. . . Service
U.S. Fish and Wildlife
REGIONAL HEADQUARTERS: r//«ppl//cable; Region 5 OffiCG

STREET & NUMBER

One Gateway Center, Suite 700
CITY. TOWN e e . STATE

Newton Corner VICINITY OF Massachusetts

EfLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

COURTHOUSE, AT A L .
REGSIRY G- DEEDSETC U . S Fish andW|IdI|fe Service, Region 5, Realty
STREET & NUMBER

One Gateway Center

CITY. TOWN ; STATE
Newton Corner, Massachusetts
Q REPRESENTATION INEXISTING SURVEYS

None to our knowledge

DATE
—FEDERAL  _.STATIE —COUNTY —LOCAL

DEPOSITORY FOR
SURVEY RECORDS

CITY. TOWN STATE
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The keeper's house has been wired forelecticity and has plunbing. Vandalismand
harsh weat her conditions have danaged t he exposed tower and house. Thetoweri s
structurally sound but rusted andstripped of accouterments. Two abandoned nodern
canp houses ontheproperty aret oberemved by theUS Fish and Wildlife Service
within thenext year. Active protectionof theproperty i snext toinmpossibleat
the present time. Nb enployee i spermanently stationed on Mononoy Refuge and t he

office of therefuge manager responsible for theproperty i sthree hours driv ing
time from Chat ham

at.
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There i s some confusion asto when the tower wasrebuilt (versus refitted)and
what the date of the remaining structure is. Records suggest that the original
Mononoy |ight was the fifth |ight established on Cape Cod("C ark, Lighting the
Lower Cape"). James B. Gill began constructionona light in 1823, the same

year that the Federal Governnent was granted jurisdiction of the four-acre site.
Its first flame, rated at 23,000 candl epower, appeared in 1828. |In 1838 i t con-
sisted of asingle series of eight lanmps munted onthe keeper's dwelling with
thirteen-inch reflectors operating twenty-fivefeet above the sea (W Il oughby,
p.167). Upon inspectionin 1842, |.WP, Lewi s recorded i t asbeing in "ruined
condition" (Snow, p.349). According to a contract nowin the National Archives,
a cast iron lighthousewasbhuilt by Cyrus Alger in 1849. The 1857 List of Light-
houses states that the light wasrefitted in 1849. Another contract dated 1849
wi th Pel ham Bonney calls for the erectionof the keeper's house at the station.
Edward Rowe Snow records that "the tower wasrebuilt in 1855 and again in the
1870' s" (Snow, pp.349-350). Edison P. Lohr, National Park Service Historianon
Cape Cod, described Monornoy Li ght asdating to 1855 (National Park Service ms-
cell aneous papers). MalcolmF. WIloughby notes that "the Iighthouse apparatus
was changed to a fourth-order Fresnel lens..." in 185 (W IIloughby, p. 167).

The List of Lighthouses of 1857 further describes the structure: "41/3/3/33-69
59/19 onthe light, #73. Thetower is thirty-feet; thirty-three feet above sea
level, with afourteen-inchreflector and eight lanps. Thetower has a black
donme."” In the 1870's, after further remodeling, "the light wasfixed white shown
forty-seven feet above the water and visible twelve mles; ared sector indicated
the position of the whistling and gas and bell buoys at the northern entrancet o
Pollock Rip Slue" (WIIloughby, p.167). The Governnent Light List for 1922 portrays
a "...red tower, with acovered way | eading from the keeper's dwelling. The tower
was 40 feet high and had afixed white light with ared sector which was visible
from 255 degrees to 267 degrees..."

As noted above, the keeper's house was erected in 1849
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ADDRESS O\LY THE DIRECTOR
ASH A\D WILDLIFE SERVICE

United State™IDepartment of the Interior

«'"CE/I"ISH ANDWILDLIFE SERVICE
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240

t*r I*» /3 | U MY 24190

Nnar andum-v

To: Director, Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service
Attention: Keeper of the National Register

"Acting Associate
Fom Director, US FHshand Wldlife Service

Subject: Nomnation of Mnonmy Point Lighthouse to the National Register

W have reviewed the attached nomnation and reconmend that the site
be included i nthe National Register of Hstoric M aces.

At t achnent



ADDRESS ONLY THE DRECTOR,
FSH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

United Sates Department of the Interior

FISH ANDWILDLIFE SERVICE
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240

SEP 101373

NN M - "

TO Director - Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service

ATTENTION  Keeper of National Register

Acting Associate
FRO Director - U.S. Fish andWildlife Service

S BIKTT: Resubm ssi on of Mbnonmoy Poi nt Li ght house Nom nati on.

Attached is the signed nomination form for the Monomoy Point Lighthouse.
The date you requested has been added. The present keeper's house is the

same one referred to under item 8 as having been constructed in 1849.



ENTRI ES | N THE NATI ONAL REGQ STER

S
STATE
Date Entered
Nane Location
>f ononoy Poi nt Li ght house Chatham vicinity
Barnst abl e County
Downt own Lawrence Historic District Law ence
Essex County
Also Notified
Honor abl e Paul G Tsongas
Honor abl e Edward M Kennedy State Historic Preservation Officer
Honorabl e Gerry E. Studds Ms. Patricia' L. Wesl owski
Honor abl e Janes M Shannon . Executive Director
M. David F. Hales, Massachusetts Historical Conmm ssion
Deputy Assistant Secretary 294 Washington Street
for Fish andW Idlife and Parks Bost on, Massachusetts 02108

M. Janes W Pulliam Jr.
US Fish andW Idlife Service

NR Byers/bjr 11/5/ 79
Tor further information, please call theNational Register at (202)343-6401.
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o Lighthouse #25
THEVIATIC GROUP NOMINATION page 1

Monomoy Point Light, Chatham

Situated at the southern end of Monomoy Island, a coastal barrier beach island
which extends approximately ten miles south from the ‘elbow' of Cape Cod, the
Monomoy Point Lighthouse, Chatham, includes a two-story Keeper's House, a

light tower of brick sheathed with cast iron sheets and an adjacent generator
house. The island makes up most of the Monomoy National Wildlife  Refuge under
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife  Service and is an established National  Wilderness
Area, although the lighthouse is located on one of two parcels of land

excluded from wilderness designation. Monomoy Island can only be reached by
boat. o*''<oo 4, o 0'((0))'000 . - -t/ -

The Lighthouse sits near the original dune line, which is now a half-mile back
from the ocean. On the east side of the light are sand dunes; to the west is
a freshwater marsh ecosystem where such vegetation as grasses, false heather

and typical freshwater plants grow and wildlife abounds.

About forty-four feet wide on the west side by thirty-seven feet across the
front south face, the Keeper's House was built in a practical Cape Cod style.
Weathered gray shingling, white moulding and multiple-paned windows are found
on all sides. The roof has been shingled within the last twenty years. A
wooden platform surrounds the structure at a height of one foot above the sand
and ends in a solid board fence, the brick foundation creates a basement
which is in good condition; it incorporates a fruit/vegetable cellar and four
small storage areas. "Originally an oven, called the "set-tub", was built
into the bricks. ...Stairs lead up from the cellar to what was then
the...'but'ry' (Maro Jones manuscript)". The first floor has five rooms, all
with wooden floor boards and painted plaster walls. The small kitchen
displays closets and shelves to the ceiling and a working water pump. The
second floor, reached by a winding series of twelve wooden stairs, contains
three rooms and a small alcove.

A slant-roofed walkway along the north face connects the first floor of the
house with the light tower. Entry to the light was covered, allowing the
keeper to get to the tower without emerging from shelter. The light tower is
about thirty-five feet high; its outer supporting shop stood within two feet
of the light's base (Maro Jones manuscript). A curved metal door; is part of
the light's base. A rectangular plague and an eagle once decorated the door;
only their outlines remain. Inside the light, a metal serpentine stairway in
very good condition twines around a central metal pipe up to a small

platform. A seven-stepped metal ladder connects with the circular platform of
the cupola, where the light mechanism once rested. The iron cupola is open to
the weather; fifteen open sections remain where windows once were. An iron
fixture, once holding the light mechanism, is bolted to the center of the
floor. Three hexagonal glass floor pieces allow light to filter down into the
stairwell. A two-foot wide catwalk extends completely around the cupola.

The generator house is located near the north side of the house, the
eleven-foot by thirteen-foot brick building, with brick floor and exterior
wooden moulding, is in good condition. Its pitched roof is covered with slate
shingles. A small wooden cupola, once positioned on the roof, is now stored
inside.



UGHTHOUSESORVIMNMANUS'S A , N~ N Lighthouse #25
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the keeper's house has been wired for electricity and has plunfcing. Vandalism
and harsh weather conditions have damaged the exposed tower and house. The
tower is structurally sound but rusted nd stripped of accouterments. Two
abandoned modern camp houses on the property are to be removed by the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service within the next year. Active protection of the
property is next to impossible at the present time. No employee is
permanently stationed on Monomoy Refuge and the office of the refuge manager
responsible for the property is three hours driving time from Chatham.

SIGNIFICANCE

Old Monomoy Lighthouse played an imposing role in the navigational history of
Cape Cod and the eastern coast. The lighthouse's location is significant
because, as a former keeper's son wrote, "this was the beacon, guided by which
sailors ‘'turned the corner' on their way to New York from Boston or farther
north, passing thus from the most dangerous shoals of our eastern seaboard,
into the calmer waters of Nantucket Sound." (Maro Jones manuscript) As the
only historic, and major remaining structure on Monomoy Island, it tells of
the dangers faced by those navigating past the island's infamous shoals.
Indians used to lead ships around Monomoy Point past Pollock Rip, Stonehouse
and Little Round Shoals to safety. Champlain called it Cape Batturier in 1606
when he was forced ashore due to a broken rudder. Other Frenchmen named it
Cape Malabar--"Cape of Evil Bars." The pilgrims, faced with the forbidding
Pollock Rip Shoal, turned the Mayflower back to Provincetown (Mass. Audobon
Society, p. 15). Inspector Carpenter noted in 1838 that "...this memorable
light stands on ...a long, low beach that reaches right off into the very
heart of th whole coasting navigation and requires to be lighted perhaps more
conspicuously than any other port or point in the district..." (Willoughby,
p.. 166).

The first fishing village on Monomoy was founded in 1711 when a tavern opened
a Wreck Cove, north of the future light's location and near Inward Point.
This harbor was used "...for vessels seeking to round the Cape..." (Smith, p.
208). Survivors of journeys past Monomoy's shoals—and the Clintons of New
York were one family which barely escaped them—often stoped to recuperate
here.

Natural history has shaped human history on the wilderness area where the
lighthouse is the only visible memory left of human habitation, whips downed
and passengers drowned. Monomoy's shifting topography, forming shoals which
led to the building of the light, may also have led to its decommissioning in
1923. Glacial debris, washed from the upper Cape to the island's eastern
flank, has increased the distance between the structure and the Atlantic
Ocean. Sailors must still be wary of treacherous shoals nearby, but modern
navigational aids and improvement of the Chatham light caused Monomoy light to
be abandoned.

There is some confusion as t when the tower was rebuilt (versus refitted) and
what the date of the remaining structure is. Records suggest that the
original Monomoy light was the fifth light established on Cape Cod ("Clark,
Lighting the Lower Cape"). James B. Gill began construction on a light in
1823, the same year tnat the Federal Government was granted jurisdiction of
the four-acre site. It first flame, rated at 23,000 candlepower, appeared in
1828. In 1838 it consisted of a single series of eight lamps mounted on the
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keeper's dwelling with thirteen-inch reflectors operating twenty-five feet
above the sea (Willoughby, p. 167). Upon inspection in 1842, |.W.P. Lewis
recorded it as being in "ruined condition" (Snow, p. 349). According to a
contract now in the National ARchives, a cast iron lighthouse was built by
Cyrus Alger in 1849. The 1857 List of Lighthouses states that the light was
refitted in 1849. Another contract dated 1849 with Pelham Bonney calls for
the erection of the keeper's house at the station. Edward Rowe Snow records
that "the tower was rebuilt in 1855 and again in the 1870s" (Snow, pp.
349-350). Edison P. Lohr, National Park Service Historian on Cape Cod,
described Monomoy Light as dating to 1855 (National Park Service miscellaneous
papers). Malcolm F. Willoughby notes that "the lighthouse apparatus was
changed to a fourth-order Fresnel lens..." in 1855 (Willoughby, p. 167). The
List of Lighthouses of 1857 further describes the structure:
"41/3/3/33-6959/19 on the light, #73. The tower is thirty-feet; thirty-three
feet above sea level, with a fourteen-inch reflector and eight lamps. The
tower has a black dome.” In the 1870s, after further remodeling, "the light
was fixed white shown forty-seven feet above the water and visible twelve
miles; a red sector indicated the position of the whistling and gas and bell
buoys at the northern entrance to a "...red tower, with a covered way leading
from the keeper's dwelling. The tower was 40 feet high and has fixed white
light with a red sector which was visible from 255 degrees to 267 degrees...".

Verbal Boundary Description

All that tract or parcel of land, known as the OIld Monomoy Lighthouse site,
bounded by the following described lines: beginning at a stake 360 ft. from
the high water mark, and running from thence, southwest, 20 rods to a stake;
thence, northwest 32 rods to a stake; thence northeast 20 rods to a stake;
thence southeast 32 rods to the first named stake; the same containing 4
acres, more or less. This is the property received from the Mass. Audobon
Society on June 1977 and which is exempt from National Wilderness status.
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PAUL GuUzz

Deceniber 20, 1978

Halted States Fish and Wildlife Service
Region 5, Realty

Oe Gateway Center .

Newton Comer, Massachijsetts

Dear Sirs:

| have re-viewed the nomnation formfor the Mnonmoy Point Lighthouse i n
Chatham and feel that it neets thecriteria for [isting i nthe National Reg
ister of Historic Places. The nineteenth century structure has played

a significant role i nthenavigational history of Gype Gd and shoul d

be preserved as theonly extant remnder of I4)nonoy Island' s past.

In accordance witli 36 CFR Part 60.15 | amreturning theformto

you so that younay forward it totheSecretary of thelnterior.

Sincerely,

Patricia L. Vesl owski

State Historic Preservation Officer
Executive Director

Massachusetts Historical Gomm ssion
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CHATHAM HISTOEIQ\L COMMISSON
CyrnI3N ATTz. , Af ef xochi ArA

lEebruary 9, 1979

National Register of Historic Places -
United States Departnment of thelnterior
Nati onal Park Service

Washi ngton, DC 20006 _ ,

Dear National Register:

The United States Pish and Wldlife Service, Region 5 Office,
has nom nated the Mononoy Point Lighthouse t othe National
Regi ster of Historic Places. The ChathamHistorical Comm s-
*slon supports this nom nation, N

The Mononoy Point Lighthouse played a significant role i n the
history of navigationon Cape Codi |t overlooks sone of the
most dangerous shoals on t he east coast of theUnited States.

Mononoy and i t slighthouse have played an | mportant part, also,
in thelocal history of Chatham For many years there was a

fishing village on Mononoy with it sown school that was con-
sidered a part of thetow. There ar etownspeople today who i

either lived i nthat fishing village or served i nthe Coast
Guard at t he Mononoy Point Lighthouse. For the people of
Chathamt he |l i ghthouse | snot a forgotten or discarded piece

of history.

V& hope that the O dMnonoy Point Lighthouse will be listed
on t he National register of Historic Places.

Sincerely,

Mary R Janes (Ms.)
Secretary , "

MR/
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