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DESCRI8ETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Situated at the southern end of Monomoy Island, a coastal barrier beach island which extends 
approximately ten miles south from the 'elbow' of Cape Cod, the Monomoy Point Lighthouse i n ­
cludes a two-story keeper's house, a l i g h t tower of b r i c k sheathed with cast i r o n sheets and 
an adjacent generator house. The island makes up most of the Monomoy National W i l d l i f e 
Refuge under the U.S. Fish and "Wildlife Service and i s an established National "Wilderness 
Area, although the lighthouse i s located on one of two parcels of land excluded from wilder- ' 
ness designation. Monomoy Island can only be reached by boat. 

The Lighthouse sits near the original dune line, which is now a half-mile back from the 
ocean. On the east side of the light are sand dunes; to the west is a freshwater marsh eco­
system where such vegetation as grasses, false heather and typical freshwater plants grow 
and wildlife abounds. ] 

About f o r t y - f o u r feet wide on the west side by thirty-seven feet across the f r o n t south face, 
the keeper's house was b u i l t i n a p r a c t i c a l Cape Cod s t y l e . "Weathered gray s h i n g l i n g , white 
moulding and multiple-paned windows are found on a l l sides. The roof has been shingled w i t h i r 
the l a s t twenty years. A wooden platform surrounds the structure at a height of one foo t 
above the sand and ends i n a s o l i d board fence. The b r i c k foundation creates a basement 
which i s i n good condition; i t incorporates a fr u i t / v e g e t a b l e c e l l a r and four small storage 
areas. " O r i g i n a l l y an oven, called the "set-tub", was b u i l t i n t o the bricks. ...Stairs lead 
up from the c e l l a r to what was then the...' but' r y ' (Maro Jones manuscript)." The f i r s t f l o o r 
has f i v e rooms, a l l w i t h wooden f l o o r boards and painted plaster walls. The small kitchen 
displays closets and shelves to the c e i l i n g and a working water pump. The second f l o o r , 
reached by a winding series of twelve wooden s t a i r s , contains three rooms and a small alcove, 

A slant-roofed walkway along the north face connects the f i r s t f l o o r of the house w i t h the 
l i g h t tower. Entry to the l i g h t was covered, allowing the keeper to get to the tower without 
emerging from shelter. The l i g h t tower i s about t h i r t y - f i v e feet high; i t s outer supporting 
guy wires are gone and i t s e x t e r i o r red paint i s badly f l a k i n g . At one time, a carpenter's 
shop stood w i t h i n two fee t of the l i g h t ' s base (Maro Jones manuscript). A curved metal door 
i s part of the l i g h t ' s base. A rectangular plaque and an eagle once decorated the door; 
only t h e i r outlines remain. Inside the l i g h t , a metal serpentine stairway i n very good con­
d i t i o n twines around a central metal pipe up to a small platform. A seven-stepped metal lad­
der connects with the c i r c u l a r platform of the cupola, where the .light mechanism once rested,: 
The i r o n Cupola i s open to the weather; f i f t e e n open sections remain where windows once were. ' 
An i r o n f i x t u r e , once holding the l i g h t mechanism, i s bolted to the center of the f l o o r . 
Three hexagonal glass f l o o r pieces allow l i g h t to f i l t e r down i n t o the s t a i r w e l l . A two-foot 
wide catwalk extends completely around the cupola. 

The generator house i s located near the north side of the house. The eleven-foot by thirteen-^ 
f o o t b r i c k b u i l d i n g , w i t h b r i c k f l o o r and e x t e r i o r wooden moulding, i s i n good condition. 
I t s pitched roof i s covered w i t h s l a t e shingles. A small wooden cupola, once positioned on 
the roof, i s now stored in s i d e , • 
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The keeper's house has been wired f o r e l e c t i c i t y and has plumbing. Vandalism and 
harsh weather conditions have damaged the exposed tower and house. The tower i s 
s t r u c t u r a l l y sound but rusted and stripped of accouterments. Two abandoned modern 
camp houses on the property are to be removed by the U,S, Fish and W i l d l i f e Service 
w i t h i n the next year. Active protection of the property i s next to impossible at 
the present time. No employee i s permanently stationed on Monomoy Refuge and the 
o f f i c e of the refuge manager responsible f o r the property i s three hours d r i v ing 
time from Chatham. 
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There i s some confusion as to when the tower was r e b u i l t (versus r e f i t t e d ) and 
what the date of the remaining structure i s . Records suggest that the or?;ginal 
Monomoy l i g h t was the f i f t h l i g h t established on Cape Cod ("Clark, Lighting the 
Lower Cape"). James B. G i l l began construction on a l i g h t i n 1823, the same 
year that the Federal Government was granted j u r i s d i c t i o n of the four-acre s i t e . 
I t s f i r s t flame, rated at 23,000 candlepower, appeared i n 1828, I n 1838 i t con­
sisted of a single series of eight lamps mounted on the keeper's dwelling w i t h 
thirteen-inch r e f l e c t o r s operating twenty-five f e e t above the sea (Willoughby, 
p.167), Upon inspection i n 1842, I.W.P, Lewis recorded i t as being i n "ruined 
condition" (Snow, po349). According to a contract now i n the National Archives, 
a cast iron lighthouse was b u i l t by Cyrus Alger i n 1849. The 1857 L i s t of Light-
houfc.es states that the l i g h t was r e f i t t e d i n 1849. Another contract dated 1849 
w i t h Pelham Bonney c a l l s f o r the erection of the keeper's house at the s t a t i o n , 
Edward Rowe Snow records that "the tower was r e b u i l t i n 1855 and again i n the 
1870's" (Snow, pp.349-350). Edison P. Lohr, National Park Service Historian on 
Cape Cod, described Monomoy Light as dating to 1855 (National Park Service mis­
cellaneous papers). Malcolm F, Willoughby notes that "the lighthouse apparatus 
was changed to a fourth-order Fresnel lens.,," i n 1855 (Willoughby, p, 167), 
The L i s t of Lighthouses of 1857 f u r t h e r describes the structure: "41/3/3/33-69 
59/19 on the l i g h t , #73, The tower i s t h i r t y - f e e t ; t h i r t y - t h r e e feet above sea 
l e v e l , with a fourteen-inch r e f l e c t o r and eight lamps. The tower has a black 
dome." In the 1870's, a f t e r f u r t h e r remodeling, "the l i g h t was f i x e d white shown 
forty-seven feet above the water and v i s i b l e twelve miles; a red sector indicated 
the position of the w h i s t l i n g and gas and b e l l buoys at the northern entrance to 
Pollock Rip Slue" (Willoughby, p.167). The Government Light L i s t f o r 1922 portrays 
a "...red tower, w i t h a covered way leading from the keeper's dwelling. The tower 
was 40 feet high and had a f i x e d white l i g h t w i t h a red sector which was v i s i b l e 
from 255 degrees to 267 degrees..." : . 
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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Situated at the southern end of Monomoy Island, a coastal barrier beach island which extends 
approximately ten miles south from the 'elbow' of Cape Cod, the Monomoy Point Lighthouse i n ­
cludes a two-story keeper's house, a l i g h t tower of brick sheathed w i t h cast iron sheets and 
an adjacent generator house. The island makes up most of the Monomoy National W i l d l i f e 
Refuge under the U.S. Fish and W i l d l i f e Service and i s an established National T^ilderness 
Area, although the lighthouse i s located on one of two parcels of land excluded from wilder­
ness designation. Monomoy Island can only be reached by boat. 

The Lighthouse s i t s near the o r i g i n a l dune l i n e , which i s now a half-mile back from the 
ocean. On the east side of the l i g h t are sand dunes; to the west i s a freshwater marsh eco=_] 
system where such vegetation as grasses, false heather and t y p i c a l freshwater plants grow 
and w i l d l i f e abounds. 1 

About f o r t y - f o u r feet wide on the west side by thirty-seven feet across the f r o n t south face, 
the keeper's house was b u i l t i n a p r a c t i c a l Cape Cod s t y l e . "Weathered gray shingling, white 
moulding and multiple-paned windows are found on a l l sides. The roof has been shingled w i t h i r 
the l a s t twenty years. A wooden platform surrounds the structure at a height of one foot • i 
above the sand and ends i n a s o l i d board fence. The brick foundation creates a basement i 
which i s i n good condition; i t incorporates a fruit/vegetable c e l l a r and four small storage ' 
areas. "Orig i n a l l y an oven, called the "set-tub", was b u i l t into the bricks. ...Stairs lead 
up from the c e l l a r to what was then the...'but'ry' (Maro Jones manuscript)," The f i r s t f l o o r 
has f i v e rooms, a l l w i t h wooden f l o o r boards and painted plaster walls. The small kitchen 
displays closets and shelves to the c e i l i n g and a working water pump. The second f l o o r , 
reached by a winding series of twelve wooden s t a i r s , contains three rooms and a small alcove. 

A slant-roofed walkway along the north face connects the f i r s t f l o o r of the house with the 
l i g h t tower. Entry to the l i g h t was covered, allowing the keeper to get to the tower without ; 
emerging from shelter. The l i g h t tower i s about t h i r t y - f i v e feet high; i t s outer supporting 
guy wires are gone and i t s exterior red paint i s badly f l a k i n g . At one time, a carpenter's 
shop stood w i t h i n two feet of the l i g h t ' s base (Maro Jones manuscript), A curved metal door 
i s part of the l i g h t ' s base, A rectangular plaque and an eagle once decorated the door; | 
only t h e i r outlines remain. Inside the l i g h t , a metal serpentine stairway i n very good con­
d i t i o n twines around a central metal pipe up to a small platform. A seven-stepped metal lad­
der connects with the c i r c u l a r platform of the cupola, where the .light mechanism once rested. 
The i r o n cupola i s open to the weather; f i f t e e n open sections remain where windows once were. 
An ir o n f i x t u r e , once holding the l i g h t mechanism, i s bolted to the center of the f l o o r . 
Three hexagonal glass f l o o r pieces allow l i g h t to f i l t e r down i n t o the s t a i r w e l l . A two-foot 
wide catwalk extends completely around the cupola, »• . 

The generator house is located near the north side of the house. The eleven-foot by thirteen-
foot brick building, with brick floor and exterior wooden moulding, is in good condition. 
Its pitched roof is covered with slate shingles. A small wooden cupola, once positioned on • 
the roof, is now stored inside. ' 
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The keeper's house has been wired f o r e l e c t i c i t y and has plumbing. Vandalism and 
harsh weather conditions have damaged the exposed tower and house. The tower i s 
s t r u c t u r a l l y sound but rusted and stripped of accouterments. Two abandoned modern 
camp houses on the property are to be removed by. the U.S. Fish and W i l d l i f e Service 
w i t h i n the next year. Active protection of the property i s next to impossible at 
the present time. No employee i s permanently stationed on Monomoy Refuge and the 
o f f i c e of the refuge manager responsible f o r the property i s three hours d r i V ing 
time from Chatham, 
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There i s some confusion as to when the tower was r e b u i l t (versus r e f i t t e d ) and 
what the date of the remaining structure i s . Records suggest that the o r i g i n a l 
Monomoy l i g h t was the f i f t h l i g h t established on Cape Cod ("Clark, Lighting the 
Lower Cape"), James B. G i l l began construction on a l i g h t i n 1823, the same 
year that the Federal Government was granted j u r i s d i c t i o n of the four-acre s i t e . 
I t s f i r s t flame, rated at 23,000 candlepower, appeared i n 1828, In 1838 i t con­
sisted of a single series of eight lamps mounted on the keeper's dwelling with 
thirteen-inch r e f l e c t o r s operating twenty-five feet above the sea (Willoughby, 
p,167). Upon inspection i n 1842, I.W.P. Lewis recorded i t as being i n "ruined 
condition" (Snow, p,349). According to a contract now i n the National Archives, 
a cast iron lighthouse was b u i l t by Cyrus Alger i n 1849, The 1857 L i s t of Light­
houses states that the l i g h t was r e f i t t e d i n 1849, Another contract dated 1849 
w i t h Pelham Bonney c a l l s f o r the erection of the keeper's house at the s t a t i o n , 
Edward Rowe Snow records that "the tower was r e b u i l t i n 1855 and again i n the 
1870's" (Snow, pp,349-350), Edison P, Lohr, National Park Service Historian on 
Cape Cod, described Monomoy Light as dating to 1855 (National Park Service mis­
cellaneous papers). Malcolm F. Willoughby notes that "the lighthouse apparatus 
was changed to a fourth-order Fresnel lens..." i n 1855 (Willoughby, p, 167), 
The L i s t of Lighthouses of 1857 fu r t h e r describes the structure: "41/3/3/33-69 
59/19 on the l i g h t , #73, The tower i s t h i r t y - f e e t ; t h i r t y - t h r e e feet above sea 
l e v e l , with a fourteen-inch r e f l e c t o r and eight lamps. The tower has a black 
dome," In the 1870's, after f u r t h e r remodeling, "the l i g h t was f i x e d white shown 
forty-seven feet above the water and v i s i b l e twelve miles; a red sector indicated 
the position of the w h i s t l i n g and gas and b e l l buoys at the northern entrance to 
Pollock Rip Slue" (Willoughby, p.167), The Government Light L i s t f o r 1922 portrays 
a "...red tower, w i t h a covered way leading from the keeper's dwelling. The tower 
was 40 feet high and' had a f i x e d white l i g h t with a red sector which was v i s i b l e 
from 255 degrees to 267 degrees,,," 
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The keeper's house has been wired f o r e l e c t i c i t y and has plumbing. Vandalism and 
harsh weather conditions have damaged the exposed tower and house. The tower i s 
st r u c t u r a l l y sound but rusted and stripped of accouterments. Two abandoned modern 
camp houses on the property are to be removed by the U.S. Fish and W i l d l i f e Service 
w i t h i n the next year. Active protection of the property i s next to impossible at 
the present time. No employee i s permanently stationed on Monomoy Refuge and the 
o f f i c e of the refuge manager responsible f o r the property i s three hours d r i v ing 
time from Chatham. 
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There i s some confusion as to when the tower was r e b u i l t (versus r e f i t t e d ) and 
what the date of the remaining structure i s . Records suggest that the o r i g i n a l 
Monomoy l i g h t was the f i f t h l i g h t established on Cape Cod ("Clark, Lighting the 
Lower Cape"). James B. G i l l began construction on a l i g h t i n 1823, the same 
year that the Federal Government was granted j u r i s d i c t i o n of the four-acre s i t e . 
I t s f i r s t flame, rated at 23,000 candlepower, appeared i n 1828. In 1838 i t con­
sisted of a single series of eight lamps mounted on the keeper's dwelling with 
thirteen-inch r e f l e c t o r s operating twenty-five feet above the sea (Willoughby, 
p.167). Upon inspection i n 1842, I.W.P, Lewis recorded i t as being i n "ruined 
condition" (Snow, p.349). According to a contract now i n the National Archives, 
a cast iron lighthouse was b u i l t by Cyrus Alger i n 1849. The 1857 L i s t of Light­
houses states that the l i g h t was r e f i t t e d i n 1849. Another contract dated 1849 
with Pelham Bonney c a l l s f o r the erection of the keeper's house at the s t a t i o n . 
Edward Rowe Snow records that "the tower was r e b u i l t i n 1855 and again i n the 
1870's" (Snow, pp.349-350). Edison P. Lohr, National Park Service Historian on 
Cape Cod, described Monomoy Light as dating to 1855 (National Park Service mis­
cellaneous papers). Malcolm F. Willoughby notes that "the lighthouse apparatus 
was changed to a fourth-order Fresnel lens..." i n 1855 (Willoughby, p. 167). 
The L i s t of Lighthouses of 1857 further describes the structure: "41/3/3/33-69 
59/19 on the l i g h t , #73. The tower i s t h i r t y - f e e t ; t h i r t y - t h r e e feet above sea 
le v e l , with a fourteen-inch r e f l e c t o r and eight lamps. The tower has a black 
dome." In the 1870's, after further remodeling, "the l i g h t was fi x e d white shown 
forty-seven feet above the water and v i s i b l e twelve miles; a red sector indicated 
the position of the whistling and gas and b e l l buoys at the northern entrance to 
Pollock Rip Slue" (Willoughby, p.167). The Government Light L i s t f o r 1922 portrays 
a "...red tower, with a covered way leading from the keeper's dwelling. The tower 
was 40 feet high and had a f i x e d white l i g h t with a red sector which was v i s i b l e 
from 255 degrees to 267 degrees..." 

As noted above, the keeper's house was erected i n 1849. 
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ADDRESS ONLY THE DIRECTOR, 
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 

United State^JDepartment of the Interior 
• '^CE/J^^ISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240 

t*r,l*» /3 I U MAY 2 41979 

Memorandum̂ -v 

To: Director, Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 
Attention: Keeper of the National Register 
"Acting Associate 

From: Director, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Subject: Nomination of Monomoy Point Lighthouse to the National Register 

We have reviewed the attached nomination and recommend that the site 
be included in the National Register of Historic Places. 

Attachment 



United States Department of the Interior 
ADDRESS ONLY THE DIRECTOR, 
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240 

SEP 101373 

MEMORANDUM - " ; ..: 

TO: Director - Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 

ATTENTION: Keeper of National Register 

FROM: • 

SUBJECT: Resubmission of Monomoy Point Lighthouse Nomination. 

Acting Associate 
Director - U.S. Fish and W i l d l i f e Service 

Attached is the signed nomination form f o r the Monomoy Point Lighthouse. 

The date you requested has been added. The present keeper's house is the 

same one referred to under item 8 as having been constructed in 1849. 
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Barnstable County 

Downtown Lawrence Historic District Lawrence 
Essex County 
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Honorable Paul G. Tsongas 

Honorable Edward M. Kennedy 
Honorable Gerry E. Studds 
Honorable James M. Shannon . 
Mr. David F. Hales, 
Deputy Assistant Secretary 

for Fish and Wildlife and Parks 
Mr. James W. Pulliam, Jr. 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

NR 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Mrs. Patricia'L. Weslowski 
Executive Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 

Byers/bjr 11/5/79 
Tor further information, please c a l l the National Register at (202)343-6401. 
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Monomoy Point L ight , Chatham 

Situated at the southern end of Monomoy Island, a coastal barrier beach island 
which extends approximately ten miles south from the 'elbow' of Cape Cod, the 
Monomoy Point Lighthouse, Chatham, includes a two-story Keeper's House, a 
light tower of brick sheathed with cast iron sheets and an adjacent generator 
house. The island makes up most of the Monomoy National Wildlife Refuge under 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and is an established National Wilderness 
Area, although the lighthouse is located on one of two parcels of land 
excluded from wilderness designation. Monomoy Island can only be reached by 
boat. •*"<•• 4. • •,«•»'••• -•. - • -t/ - . 

The Lighthouse s i t s near the o r ig ina l dune l i n e , which is now a ha l f -m i le back 
from the ocean. On the east side of the l i g h t are sand dunes; to the west is 
a freshwater marsh ecosystem where such vegetation as grasses, fa l se heather 
and typ ica l freshwater plants grow and w i l d l i f e abounds. 

About fo r t y - fou r feet wide on the west side by th i r ty-seven feet across the 
f r on t south face, the Keeper's House was b u i l t in a pract ica l Cape Cod s t y l e . 
Weathered gray sh ing l ing , white moulding and multiple-paned windows are found 
on a l l sides. The roof has been shingled w i th in the las t twenty years. A 
wooden platform surrounds the s t ructure at a height of one foot above the sand 
and ends in a so l i d board fence, the brick foundation creates a basement 
which is in good condi t ion; i t incorporates a f ru i t / vege tab le ce l la r and four 
small storage areas. "Or ig ina l l y an oven, cal led the "se t - tub" , was b u i l t 
into the b r i cks . . . . S t a i r s lead up from the ce l la r to what was then 
t h e . . . ' b u t ' r y ' (Maro Jones manuscript)". The f i r s t f l oo r has f i v e rooms, a l l 
wi th wooden f loor boards and painted plaster wa l l s . The small kitchen 
displays closets and shelves to the ce i l i ng and a working water pump. The 
second f l o o r , reached by a winding series of twelve wooden s t a i r s , contains 
three rooms and a small alcove. 

A s lant-roofed walkway along the north face connects the f i r s t f l oo r of the 
house wi th the l i g h t tower. Entry to the l i g h t was covered, al lowing the 
keeper to get to the tower without emerging from she l te r . The l i g h t tower is 
about t h i r t y - f i v e feet h igh; i t s outer supporting shop stood w i th in two feet 
of the l i g h t ' s base (Maro Jones manuscript). A curved metal door; is part of 
the l i g h t ' s base. A rectangular plaque and an eagle once decorated the door; 
only the i r out l ines remain. Inside the l i g h t , a metal serpentine stairway in 
very good condit ion twines around a central metal pipe up to a small 
p la t form. A seven-stepped metal ladder connects with the c i rcu la r platform of 
the cupola, where the l i g h t mechanism once rested. The iron cupola is open to 
the weather; f i f t e e n open sections remain where windows once were. An iron 
f i x t u r e , once holding the l i g h t mechanism, is bolted to the center of the 
f l o o r . Three hexagonal glass f l oo r pieces allow l i g h t to f i l t e r down into the 
s t a i r w e l l . A two-foot wide catwalk extends completely around the cupola. 

The generator house is located near the north side of the house, the 
eleven-foot by th i r teen- foo t br ick bu i l d i ng , wi th brick f l oo r and ex ter io r 
wooden moulding, i s in good cond i t ion . I ts pitched roof is covered wi th s late 
shingles. A small wooden cupola, once posit ioned on the roo f , is now stored 
ins ide. 
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the keeper's house has been wired for e l e c t r i c i t y and has plunfcing. Vandalism 
and harsh weather condit ions have damaged the exposed tower and house. The 
tower is s t r uc tu ra l l y sound but rusted nd str ipped of accouterments. Two 
abandoned modern camp houses on the property are to be removed by the U.S. 
Fish and Wi ld l i f e Service w i th in the next year. Active protect ion of the 
property is next to impossible at the present t ime. No employee is 
permanently stat ioned on Monomoy Refuge and the o f f i ce of the refuge manager 
responsible for the property is three hours d r iv ing time from Chatham. 

;:V ^ SIGNIFICANCE 

" . i Old Monomoy Lighthouse played an imposing ro le in the navigational h i s to ry of 
Cape Cod and the eastern coast. The l ighthouse's locat ion is s ign i f i can t 

, because, as a former keeper's son wrote, " th is was the beacon, guided by which 
sa i lo rs ' turned the corner' on the i r way to New York from Boston or far ther 
nor th , passing thus from the most dangerous shoals of our eastern seaboard, 
into the calmer waters of Nantucket Sound." (Maro Jones manuscript) As the 
only h i s t o r i c , and major remaining s t ructure on Monomoy Is land, i t t e l l s of 
the dangers faced by those navigating past the is land 's infamous shoals. 
Indians used to lead ships around Monomoy Point past Pollock Rip, Stonehouse 
and L i t t l e Round Shoals to safety . Champlain cal led i t Cape Bat tur ier in 1606 
when he was forced ashore due to a broken rudder. Other Frenchmen named i t 
Cape Malabar--"Cape of Evi l Bars." The p i lg r ims, faced with the forb idding 
Pollock Rip Shoal, turned the Mayflower back to Provincetown (Mass. Audobon 

^ Society, p. 15). Inspector Carpenter noted in 1838 that " . . . t h i s memorable 
- l i g h t stands on . . . a long, low beach that reaches r i g h t o f f in to the very 
• heart o f th whole coasting navigation and requires to be l ighted perhaps more 

conspicuously than any other port or point in the d i s t r i c t . . . " (Willoughby, 
p . . 166). 

The f i r s t f i sh ing v i l l age on Monomoy was founded in 1711 when a tavern opened 
a Wreck Cove, north of the fu ture l i g h t ' s locat ion and near Inward Point . 
This harbor was used " . . . f o r vessels seeking to round the Cape.. ." (Smith, p. 
208). Survivors of journeys past Monomoy's shoals—and the Clintons of New 
York were one fami ly which barely escaped them—often stoped to recuperate 
here. 

Natural h i s to ry has shaped human h i s to ry on the wilderness area where the 
l ighthouse is the only v i s i b l e memory l e f t of human hab i ta t ion , whips downed 
and passengers drowned. Monomoy's s h i f t i n g topography, forming shoals which 
led to the bu i ld ing of the l i g h t , may also have led to i t s decommissioning in 
1923. Glacial debr is , washed from the upper Cape to the is land 's eastern 
f l ank , has increased the distance between the s t ructure and the A t lan t i c 
Ocean. Sai lors must s t i l l be wary of treacherous shoals nearby, but modern 
navigat ional aids and improvement of the Chatham l i g h t caused Monomoy l i g h t to 
be abandoned. 

There is some confusion as t when the tower was r e b u i l t (versus r e f i t t e d ) and 
what the date of the remaining st ructure i s . Records suggest that the 
o r ig ina l Monomoy l i g h t was the f i f t h l i g h t established on Cape Cod ("Clark, 
L ight ing the Lower Cape"). James B. G i l l began construction on a l i g h t in 
1823, the same year tnat the Federal Government was granted j u r i s d i c t i o n of 
the four-acre s i t e . I t f i r s t f lame, rated at 23,000 candlepower, appeared in 
1828. In 1838 i t consisted of a s ingle series of e ight lamps mounted on the 
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keeper's dwell ing wi th th i r teen- inch re f lec to rs operating twenty- f ive feet 
$ V' above the sea (Willoughby, p. 167). Upon inspection in 1842, I.W.P. Lewis 
^ ' ' recorded i t as being in "ruined condi t ion" (Snow, p. 349). According to a 

contract now in the National ARchives, a cast i ron lighthouse was b u i l t by 
Cyrus Alger in 1849. The 1857 L is t of Lighthouses states that the l i g h t was 
r e f i t t e d in 1849. Another contract dated 1849 with Pelham Bonney ca l l s fo r 
the erection of the keeper's house at the s ta t i on . Edward Rowe Snow records 
that "the tower was r e b u i l t in 1855 and again in the 1870s" (Snow, pp. 
349-350). Edison P. Lohr, National Park Service Histor ian on Cape Cod, 
described Monomoy Light as dating to 1855 (National Park Service miscellaneous 
papers). Malcolm F. Willoughby notes that "the l ighthouse apparatus was 
changed to a fourth-order Fresnel l e n s . . . " in 1855 (Willoughby, p. 167). The 
L i s t of Lighthouses of 1857 fur ther describes the s t ruc ture : 
"41/3/3/33-6959/19 on the l i g h t , #73. The tower is t h i r t y - f e e t ; t h i r t y - t h r e e 
feet above sea l e v e l , wi th a fourteen-inch re f l ec to r and eight lamps. The 
tower has a black dome." In the 1870s, a f te r fu r ther remodeling, "the l i g h t 
was f ixed white shown forty-seven feet above the water and v i s i b l e twelve 
mi les; a red sector indicated the posi t ion of the wh is t l i ng and gas and be l l 
buoys at the northern entrance to a " . . . r e d tower, wi th a covered way leading 
from the keeper's dwel l ing. The tower was 40 feet high and has f i xed white 
l i g h t wi th a red sector which was v i s i b l e from 255 degrees to 267 degrees. . . " . 

Verbal Boundary Description 

.? A l l that t r ac t or parcel of land, known as the Old Monomoy Lighthouse s i t e , 
bounded by the fo l lowing described l i nes : beginning at a stake 360 f t . from 
the high water mark, and running from thence, southwest, 20 rods to a stake; 
thence, northwest 32 rods to a stake; thence northeast 20 rods to a stake; 
thence southeast 32 rods to the f i r s t named stake; the same containing 4 
acres, more or less. This is the property received from the Mass. Audobon 
Society on June 1977 and which is exempt from National Wilderness s ta tus . 
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P A U L GUZZ 

Deceniber 20, 1978 

Halted States Fish and Wi ld l i f e Service 
Region 5, Realty 
One Gateway Center • 
Newton Comer, Massachijsetts 

Dear Sirs: 

'C 

I have re-viewed the nomination form for the Monomoy Point Lighthouse in 
Chatham and feel that i t meets the criteria for listing in the National Reg­
ister of Historic Places. The nineteenth century structure has played 
a significant role in the navigational history of Cape Cod and should 
be preserved as the only extant reminder of I4)nomoy Island's past. 
In accordance witli 36 C.F.R. Part 60.15 I am returning the form to 
you so that you may forward i t to the Secretary of the Interior. 

Sincerely, 

BLHP 

MB 

Mm 

RM 

Patricia L. Weslowski 
State Historic Preservation Officer 
Executive Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 
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STAFF MEMBER: 
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CHATHAM HISTOEIQ\L COMMISSION 
Cy^^J3^'^77z.,Afefxoc^i^^^ 02633 

February 9, 1979 

National Register of His t o r i c Places -
United States Department of the I n t e r i o r 
National Park Service 
Washington, D.C. 20006 _ , ' • • "' • ' ,• '" 
Dear National Register: * 

The United States Pish and W i l d l i f e Service, Region 5 Office, 
has nominated the Monomoy Point Lighthouse to the National 
Register of Histo r i c Places. The Chatham H i s t o r i c a l Commis-
•slon supports t h i s nomination, ^ 

The Monomoy Point Lighthouse played a s i g n i f i c a n t r o l e i n the 
history of navigation on Cape Codi I t overlooks some of the 
most dangerous shoals on the east coast of the United States. 
Monomoy and i t s lighthouse have played an Important part, also, 
i n the l o c a l h i s t o r y of Chatham. For many years there was a 
f i s h i n g v i l l a g e on Monomoy with i t s own school that was con­
sidered a part of the town. There are townspeople today who i 
either l i v e d i n that f i s h i n g v i l l a g e or served i n the Coast 
Guard at the Monomoy Point Lighthouse. For the people of 
Chatham the lighthouse I s not a forgotten or discarded piece 
of h i s t o r y . 

We hope that the Old Monomoy Point Lighthouse w i l l be l i s t e d 
on the National re g i s t e r of His t o r i c Places. 

Sincerely, 

Mary R. James (Mrs.) 
Secretary , " 

m 

MRJ/ 
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