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INVENTORY FORM FOR NOMINATED PROPERTIES

NATIONAL
Name of Property: Frank Koehler House and Office Owner: Mrs, Ray Zahn HEG'§aTt§B _4/29/86
Address: N&8 ]‘”6523 Appleton Avenue Owner's address: _N88 W16623 Appi!e:tan Avenue

Menomonee Falls, Wisconsin 53051

City: Menomonee Falls, Wisconsin 53051 County: Waukeshsa

‘160 NRHP Certification *220 Area of Significance
(a) (b) ' Architecture cogmerce
(c) (d)
165 NRHP Certification Date 230 Period of Significance _Architecture: 1893
(a) (b) Historical: 1893-c.1930
(c) (d) 60 Verbal Boundary Description _ South 60 ft of Iot 13,
*170 Thematic or Multiple Resource Nomination Name Block C, Village Plat Pt SWi, Sec. 3, T3N,
Multislé Resources of Menomonee Falls RR0E,

180 NRHP List Name Trank Koehler House and
Office

¥200 Level of Significance Inrgl

*190 District Classification

¥210 Applicable Criteria ite C)

H}storic’al assoc./person (B)

¥215 Criteria Considerations 70 USGS Quad Map Menamonee Falls, Wisconsin

80 UTM Coordinates (Format: 99/999999/9999999)

16-409290-4780940

85 Listed Acreage_Jese than one

340 Review Board Date

Nonination includes:

'~ ONE Building. (contributing)

*use code tables for response ONE  Building. (ném—gontributin)g)
modern garage



Number

Strest

Record No.

INTENSTVE SURVEY FOR®M

Property Name:

Frank Koehler House and Qffice

LOCATION
* 10 County  WYaukesha
20 City or Village _Menomonee Falls .
30 Civil Town
35 Unincorp. Community
40 Location NB88 W16623 Appleton Avenue
Town-Range-Section (Format: 9999W-99)
50
55 OQuerter Sections (Format: NW-NW)

60 Verbal Boundary Description South 60 feet

of 1ot 13, Block C: Village Plat,
Part _of Si, Section 3, Town 8 North

60
60

60 Range 20 Last

*

*

*

*

*

E

PROGRAM REVTEW

250

275

335

Tax No. Compliance No.,

* 270 A or D Grant

Covenant /Easement Dates

* 320 Ownership Private

* 330 Lead Agency

Local Agency

SURVEY

90

100

110

120

130

140

150

152

155

235

237

240

243

245

280

290

305

320

315

318

Photo CodesWK_94/15, WKA 2-16, WK 94=15 WK106
WK 99-8,9,10,11,12,13,14,15,16,17
Survey Mapingineer!s Map of Menomonee Falls

Mep Code 9/=15

Reconnaissance Surveyor _ Teonard Garfield

Reconnaissance Survey Date

1979
Intensive Survey NameMenomonee Fmllg Intensive

Survey.
Intensive Surveyor Rausch/Kilsdonk(Jthssm_'&)

Surveyor Affiliation Architectural Researches,

1985

Intensive Survey FY

Survey Eval,

Eligible

Survey District Classification __

Survey Level of Significence

Local
Slerey Evaluation Criteria MAmhitec‘uIreLPerson
. (C) (B)
Proposed District
NHL Date
HABS No. 300 HAER HNo,

Local Designation (date)

Local District

Associated Archeological Site(s)

*use cade tables for response



Record No. Address _ n 8_W16623_Appleton-Avenue_ .

ARCHITECTURE

450 Construction Date [sourcel 1893A‘B‘D’

* 650 Related Buildings Garage

460 Datel(s) of Alterations/Additions l[sourcel 650

460.Rear_stairuay;__Before~JgjoE’ o 650

LBO Builder lzourcel unknown

* 490 Dscigner Type (&) HISTORY

490 (p) (c) 430 Current z=-¢ Margarite 7ahn House

500 Dssigner Name [scurcel (&) unknown 435 Current Function  House

500 (b (¢ L40 Historic

# 510 Stvle or form Qmmmme Revival 440 ong ﬂf'f‘ireB°D'F'

510 440

# 520 Eoilding, Structure, Obiect or SiteType 660 Assoc, incividuels [source]l (&)Frank Koehler 5
(Building)
520 House_ and_sna office building 660 ()

7 530 Wall Mazteriel Brick 665 Dates Aszoz, lsuercel (231893 - ¢, 1930 1 4

* 532 Trim Materiel Timestone 665 (=)

* 535 Foundation Materiel _Stone L 670 Assoc, Evz--=z fscurcel (&) _
# 537 Rocof Maieriel _asphalt V 670

* 540 Intericr Visited Yes 670 (t)

* 550 Structurel System {cource) - 670

¥ 560 Plian Confisuration Rectangular with addition 675 Dztes of fvenats [scurcel (&) -

# 570 RKumber cf Steries  myn 675 ()
* 580 FRoof Shepe Tlat ‘ 680 Historic Foactions lsourcel (2) Residence/office
590 Acditional Descrintion 680 ()

"

590 gee 1met page 685 Datec of Fircticns [source) (&) 1893-c. 1930 1

590 685 (b)

590 * 687 Culturel fifiliation -

(Al

* 620 Condition TRyeellent 688 Cultural Subgroup

*use code tables for response



Record No.

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

After relocating the dwelling on the pro-
perty to the rear of his lot, §r§n§ Koehler
erected his residence in 1893, '*“*”* Koeh-
ler purchased the original Greek Revival
dwelling, dating from 1853 to 1855, from
Anton Gremme in 1881, Mrs. Marion Valker,
his daughter, inherited the estate by 1930,
Prior to arriving in Menomonee Falls, Koe-
ler had been apprenticed to a wagonmaker =t
Thiensville, He practiced his trade in &
building adjacent to the house upon his
arrival in 1581, As factories began to
produce buggies in larger quantities, Koe-
ler began to reteil, rather than meke, bug-
gies. Koehler than altered the emphasis of
his business when he erected his new resi-
dence in 1593, It contained both his §esi-
dence and the office for his business.’*®

He leter changed his retail business to
Term implements.”® In 1893, he a?gertised
as an agent for cream separators. = How-
ever, business directories suggest that
Koeler did not entirely cease the produc-
tion of wagons himself, He is listed as =
wegonmeker in the 1890's, as a farm imple-
ment dealer from 1901 to 1907, and as a
wagonneker ang §apm implement dealer from
1903 to 1927, *'*°° His wegon meking mey
nave changed to wagon repair after 1890.7°

‘Address:

N88 Y16623 Appleton Avenue

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE

The Frank Koehler House gained local historical
significance in relation to the commerce theme,
Although occurring rather late, Frank Koehler
exhibited the adjustments 19th century craftsnen
vere forced to make to survive growing competitior
from factory mass production. Although continuin;
to at least repair wagons, if nci £ill occasional
special orders, Koehler began the retail of buggic
and farm implements to supplement his dwindling
business. His residence incorporates the office
for his operation, and dates to the period of his
transition from craftsman to retziler. Thus, the
structure portrays a very significent adjustment
by craftsmen as mass-produced goods began to reple
custom-made items. The period o historical signi
ficance spans Koehler's owmershir of the residence
from 1893 to ebout 1930,

Koehler's house and office represent a significant
element of the local economy's 19th century base;
associated with an importnant tradesman who clearl
is representative of the change-over and adjust-
ment of craftsmen to the changing economic climate
of the second half of the 19th century in Menomone
Falls.



RECORD NUMBER:

ADDRESS: __yg88 16623 Appleton Avenue

DESCRIPTION

Constructed of "cream-city" brick with
contrasting red tile copings, the rectan-
gular Koehler House and Office Building
exhibits a facade and cornice vertically
divided by brick pilasters and
divided horizontally by stone belt courses.
 Ornamented with decorative brick work,

. the cornice is accented by an arched pedi-
‘ment in the center bay inscribed with the
construction date (1893). Segmentally
arched windows with stone sills and two-
over-two lights on the facade and one-over-
one lights on the side elevations further
characterize this unusual house. Iocated
in the center bay below a second story
double leafed door, the open wooden porch
with a spindle frieze and balustrade is
supported by turned posts with decorative
capitals. The ornamental iron railing
originglly decorating he deck of the porch
has been replaced by the present wooden
balustrades. ®

The freme one-story rear extension, bullt
before 1910, has a gable roof that projects
'~ over a north-gide open porch supported by
turned postse °

4 shed-roofed addition and enclosed stair-
way to the second floor probably construc-
ted when the sscond floor of the Koehler
House was made into an apartment, sometime
before 1930, is located at the rear of the
frame extensicn, * A free-standing con-
crete block gerage with a flat rcof is
sited to the rear of the lot.

Built originally with a furnace for heat,
the Koehler Hcuse h%s retained much of its
original charzcter. ° The interior plan of
the Koehler House has been altered for
apartment use., "Bullseye styled" dark wood-
work in the living room, painted wainscottin
in the kitchen, old kitchen and bath room
fixtures and & second story window with a
red stained glass border are remaining
interior architectural detallse

700 STUDY UNITS (CODE)

ARCHITECTURAL/ENGINEERING SIGNIFICANCE

The Frank Koehler House and Office is significan
under Criterion C as an unusual example of a lati
19th century combination residence and commercie
structure influenced by the classical tradition.
Exhibiting an appearance more often associated
with a commercial building, the Koehler House an
Office is decorated by, applied pilasters and arch
windows cderived from the classicalas preferred b;
Germany and German immigrants in the 19th centur:
Described as an Yormament to our village" when
under construction in 1893 for Frank Koehler

who built and repaired wagons and buggies at his
shop next door, the Koehler House remained the
property of Frank Koehler's daughterAuﬁtﬁlF194O
when purchased by the present owner, ~ * °*°°

The Koehler Shop and other buildings have been
demolished.

The nominated building's form and styling are
unique within the Menomonee Falls survey area.
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