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Record No. •Address: N88 W16623 Appleton Avenue

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

After relocating the dwelling on the pro 
perty to the rear of his lot, Frank Koehler 
erected Ms residence in 1893. *^* Koeh 
ler purchased the original Greek Revival 
dwelling, dating from 1853 to 1855, from 
Anton Grerame in 1881. Mrs. Marion Walker, 
his daughter, inherited the estate by 1930. 
Prior to arriving in Menomonee Falls, Koe- 
ler had been apprenticed to a wagonmaker at 
TMensville. He practiced Ms trade in a 
building adjacent to the house upon Ms 
arrival in 1881. As factories began to 
produce buggies in larger quantities, Koe- 
ler began to retail, rather than make, bug 
gies, Koehler than altered the emphasis of 
his business when he erected Ms new resi 
dence in 1893« It contained both Ms resi 
dence and the office for Ms business. /> * 
He later changed-Ms retail business to 
farm implements.-" In 1893, he advertised 
as an agent for cream separators. * How 
ever, business directories suggest that 
Koeler did not entirely cease the produc 
tion of wagons Mmself. He is listed as a 
vagonmaker in the 1890 l s, as a farm imple 
ment dealer from l90l to 190?, and as a 
wagonmaker and farm implement dealer from 
1909 to 1927. / '° c His wagon making may 
have changed to wagon repair after 1890.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE

The Prank Koehler House gained local Mstorical 
sigMficance in relation to the commerce theme. 
Although occurring rather late, *rank Koehler 
exMbited the adjustments 19th century craftsmen 
were forced to make to survive growing competitior 
from factory mass production. Although continuing 
to at least repair wagons, if not fill occasional 
special orders, Koehler began the retail of buggi* 
and farm implements to supplement Ms dwindling 
business. His residence incorporates the office 
for Ms operation, and dates to the period of Ms 
transition from craftsman to retailer. Thus, the 
structure portrays a very sigMficant adjustment 
by craftsmen as mass-produced goods began to reple 
custom-made items. The period of historical sigm 
ficance spans Koehler 1 s ownersMr- of the residence 
from 1893 to about 1930.

Koehler's house and office represent a significant 
element of the local economy's 19th century base; 
associated, with an importnant tradesman who clearl 
is representative of the change-over and adjust 
ment of craftsmen to the changing economic climate 
of the second half of the 19th century in Menomone 
Falls.



RECORD NUMBER: ADDRESS: NR8 W16623 Appleton Avenue

DESCRIPTION

Constructed of "cream-city" brick with 
contrasting red tile copings, the rectan 
gular Koehler House and Office Building 
exhibits a facade and cornice vertically 
divided by brick pilasters and 
divided horizontally by stone belt courses. 
Ornamented with decorative brick work, 
the cornice is accented by an arched pedi 
ment in the center bay inscribed with the 
construction date (1893)« Seginentally 
arched windows with stone sills and two- 
over-two lights on the facade and one-over- 
one lights on the side elevations further 
characterize this unusual house. Located 
in the center bay below a second story 
double leafed door, the open wooden porch 
with a spindle frieze and balustrade is 
supported by turned posts with decorative 
capitals. The ornamental iron railing 
originally decorating tie deck of the porch 
has been replaced by the present wooden 
balustrade."'*

The frame one-story rear extension, built 
before 1910, has a gable roof that projects 
over a north-side open porch supported by
turned posts."*

%
A shed-roofed addition and enclosed stair 
way to the second floor probably construc 
ted when the second floor of the Koehler 
House was made into an apartment, sometime 
before 1930, is located at the rear of the 
frame extension. 11'" A free-standing con 
crete block garage with a flat roof is 
sited to the rear of the lot.

Built originally with a furnace for heat, 
the Koehler House has retained much of its 
original character. * The interior plan of 
the Koehler House has been altered for 
apartment use, "Bullseye styled" dark wood 
work in the living room, painted wainscotting 
in the kitchen, old kitchen and bath room 
fixtures and a second story window with a 
red stained glass border are remaining 
interior architectural details.

700 STUDY UNITS (CODE)

ARCHITECTURAL/ENGINEERING SIGNIFICANCE

The Prank Koehler House and Office is significan 
under Criterion C as an unusual example of a lat 
19th century combination residence and commercia 
structure influenced by the classical tradition. 
Exhibiting an appearance more often associated 
with a commercial building, the Koehler House an 
Office is decorated by, applied pilasters and arch 
windows derived from the classical as preferred b; 
Germany and German immigrants in the 19th centur; 
Described as an "ornament to our village" when 
under construction in 1893 for Frank Koehler 
who built and repaired wagons and buggies at hi£ 
shop next door, the Koehler House remained the 
property of Prank Koehler 1 s daughter .until,-, 194-0 
when purchased by the present owner. * * "**

The Koehler Shop and other buildings have been 
demolished.

The nominated building's form and styling are 
unique within the Menomonee Falls survey area.
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