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The old John Woolfolk House was originally the center of a large subur­ 
ban Wynnton estate but is now converted into an apartment house on the north 
side of Twelth Street (to the west, Dinglewpod, registered in 1972, stands 
on part of the original Woolfolk acreage). The two-story frame house in the 
Greek Revival style originally had a Greek Doric colonnade around three 
sides; the east and west verandas were removed about 1925, leaving a peri­ 
style much like its Wynnton neighbor "Gordonido." (The architect is 
believed to have been a Cuban named Enrico Lopez, who probably also did 
nearby "Gordonido;" the six remainimg Doric columns of wood are identical to 
those at "Gordonido.") The entablature is unadorned except for a parapet, 
added when the house became the "Colonial Apartments," and the east and west 
porticoes were removed to be replaced by low wings. Essentially unaltered 
is the fine Greek Revival-type doorway centered on the first floor with its 
original wrought-iron balcony above; the second-story doorway has been 
altered to give two exits onto this balcony. The first floor door-surrounds 
have side lights and transoms, engaged pilasters in antis supporting an 
entablature carved with a classical egg-and-dart motif.

Typical of the period were floor-length windows which were converted into 
"French doors" in the ca. 1925 renovation. Inside is a typical Greek Revi­ 
val-period plan with wide central hall and flanking formal rooms; the ori­ 
ginal curving staircase of mahogany with curled fretwork on the side of the 
stairs, fine newel post and turned balusters have survived as have the mar­ 
ble mantels in the mid-Victorian Italianate Revival taste with exceptional 
iron fire screens.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Woolfolk House is significant in the areas of architecture and local 
history. A series of significant Columbus people have owned the property 
from the 1830s, when it was built, up to the present day. It is a fine exam­ 
ple of Greek Revival architecture built by one of the pioneers of this county 
in the large-estate area known as Wynnton.

The building's significance in the area of community planning derives 
from the fact that it was among the very first of the large Wynnton estates, 
along with the Wynn House, registered in 1971, and "Dinglewood, 11 registered 
in 1972, and "Gordonido," which is in the registration process. Soon after 
the State of Georgia set aside a five-mile-square Coweta Reserve to be espe­ 
cially developed by plan with the town of Columbus as the county seat and 
urban center, the Village of Wynnton began to be settled on the high ground 
east of the town site. John W. Woolfolk (1781-1861), along with William L. 
Wynn, were the first settlers of this part of the Reserve; April 4, 1832, 
Woolfolk acquired the land on which the house stands. (The same builder/ 
architect, a Cuban named Enrico Lopez, about whom nothing is known, probably 
designed all the early Greek Revival houses in Columbus — the Wynn House, 
"Gordonido," etc.) Woolfolk owned a large acreage on the north side of Wynn­ 
ton Road, across from William L. Wynn's estate, and both men were elected to 
the state legislature from Muscogee County in October, 1832. Woolfolk was 
originally from Virginia and came to Augusta, Georgia, before settling in 
Columbus when lands became available in the late 1820s. By the time he died 
in 1861, his original large acreage had already begun to be subdivided as 
Wynnton grew; in 1857, he sold thirty acres east of his home to Joel E. Hurt, 
who built "Dinglewood." His daughters inherited his estate when Woolfolk 
died, and then the property passed to Judge William A. Little, when it was 
known as the "Little Place." About 1925, Mrs. Minnie J. Flournoy gave it 
its present configuration as the "Colonial Apartments" by taking off the side 
columns and adding one-story wings.

On September 12, 1967, during the Historic Columbus Building Inventory, 
Carl Feiss, A.I.A. and A.I.P., gave this structure a "priority number one" 
rating with "exceptional" architectural significance and "great importance 
to the neighborhood." This consultant concurs, yet the Woolfolk House is 
fast deteriorating and must soon be saved. A new book about architecture in

[continued]
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the Columbus area, soon to be published, includes the Woolfolk House as one of the 
area's most important surviving antebellum structures and features two pages of measured 
Beaux Arts-type drawings done by Edward W. Neal, A.I.A.; in that text is the following 
evaluation:

Despite the modifications for its present function (an apartment 
house since about 1925), the Woolfolk Home is a testimony to the 
taste of its builder. The building is now vacant and rapidly 
beginning to deteriorate.

In conclusion, the old Woolfolk House, or "Colonial Apartments," was one of the 
very first Wynnton estates and is one of the town's most significant surviving ante­ 
bellum Greek Revival structures. Worthy of continued preservation, it should be added 
to the list of other registered houses in the old Village of Wynnton, now a suburb 
within the city limits, and given local landmark status as a result of this process of 
national recognition. Twelfth Street, on which the property is located, is only one 
block off of Wynnton Road, which has become one of the town's major thoroughfares and the 
focus of a great deal of commercial development. Wynnton is changing as that part of 
the old Coweta Reserve slowly loses much of its original residential character. Indeed, 
the process was beginning when John Woolfoik's house became the "Colonial Apartments," 
an early twentieth century example of adaptive use. (In 1926, pictured as Plate 119 
of Howard Major's Domestic Architecture of the Early American Republic, The Greek 
Revival, the house had already been given its present appearance; it is one of four 
Classical Revival houses shown from Columbus. Two have already been listed on the 
National Register and one, the Fontaine House, was demolished in 1938.) The present 
owner of the Woolfolk House, having recently purchased it, has plans for the renovation 
of the structure with continued use as an apartment building.
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9. Maj or Bibliographical Data

published in September.)

Majors, Howard. The Domestic Architecture of the Early American Republic, 
The Greek Revival. Philadelphia: J.P. Lippincott & Co., 1926.

10. Geographical Data - Verbal Boundary Description

of the property, as shown on Muscogee County Tax Map 26, Sheet No. 7-L, 
Columbus, Georgia, Revised January 24, 1978, Block R-4, Parcel 4.



l\ \ \
John W. Woolfolk House 
Muscogee County Tax Map 
Revised January 1978 
Block R-4, Parcel 4 
Map 26 
Scale: 1" = 100'
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