FORM F - STRUCTURE

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
80 BOYLSTON STREET
BOSTON, MA 02116

Photo (3"x3" or 3"x5" black and white)
Indicate address on bade of photo.
Staple to left side of form.

Sketch Map: Draw map showing structure's location
in relation to nearest cross streets, buildings
and/or geographical features. Indicate all
buildings between inventoried property and nearest
intersection.
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DESCRIPTION

Date 1864

Source Boston Water V/orks, Mystic Supply,

~TccZ-ToH3~
Architect Engineer/Designer (if known):
did

Condruction material .granite, esvaxd, earth

Alterations (with dates)

Condi tion fair to -rood

Moed  JUI. Date

Acreage less than one ac"”

Setting  het;een t-0 "“FHj ' i
nsi . “hbor hood
Recorded by Jane Carol an

Grgani zation Loui 3--re A Associates

Dot e January 198 -; revised 1989



MG TRA, f'/n

NN QW REG STER R TER A STATEMENT (i appl i cabl e)

The Kystic Danis signficant for itsassociationwith the Mystic Vater Vorlcs which are a good

example of a small, well integrated rdd-nineteenth century nuncipal v;ater syster.. |t is also
the ol dest MDC dami n Metropolitan Boston. |t retains integrity of location, design, setting,
mat erials, woricmanship and feeling and meets Criteria Cof the National riegister of

Historic Places. The boundary includes the damitself andi tsv;ing v;alls and can be seen on
the attached map, Mystic V.'ater V."orlis, MetropolitanWter Vorlcs, Land Plans, |897. Scale:
100" =1"".

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important design features and evaluate in terms of other

structures within the community.
The Hystic Water Wirks conplex includes Upper and Lower Mystic -"akes, a dam (15-2), a gate-
house (15-3) and a pu-Tiping station (15-4) al | built between 1862 and 865. The facilities
are in a dense suburban area. The dam and gatehouse are adjacent t oeach other andl ocated
bet ween Upper and Lower Hystic Lakes. The punping station is located onthe Hystic River
Parkv.'ay, an MDC greenbelt parkvfay approxi mately one-quarter mle southeast of the dar. and
gatehouse. The Hystic Lakes are natural glacial kettle ponds andwere originally three_ponds,
nov; conmbined into tv;o. Additional structuresin the Kystic conple:: included v;ooden shops,
stables, a superintendent's house anda reservoir, all of v."hich have been do-nolished.

The dan is the oldest damin the Metropolitan District Conmission system |tis 1,560 feet
long betv.'een tv.'o earthern e-nbanlnents v;ith a granite overfall. The enbanlnnents are |ined v/ith
puddle andriprap andutilise a natural spit of land. The overfall contains five granite
colur.ns, each grooved onthe inner faces for stop logs. There is a v.'ooden vialir..'ay on top of

Ex |a|n h|stor|ca| inportance of structure axd howthe structurerelates
to the %79? of thec PO
The Mystic V.'ater Works, constructed inl862 tol865, vierc built by the City of _Charlestown
for i tsovmsupply. WMator v'a5punped from the lalces upahill toa reservoir onv-ht i s
mv.' the Tufts University camnus. The system v'a taken over by tne Boston V.'ater Board v.'hen
Charlesto® n v'as annexed by the city of Boston in 1??"'. The Metropolitan ."ater BP*rd took over
onerations in 1."98, but because of the poor quality of watsrthe supplj' vias never used, althoug:
the facilities 'vere maintained. Today the entire systemis out of ser'.'ice andthe punping
station is used for a skon.

The Mystic Water System has been out of service for nany years, and has thus |[ost
integrity as a system Three of it sconponents nevertheless doretain integrity and
remain as good exanples of their type of property. These are the Mystic Dam (15-2),
the Mystic Gatehouse (15-3), andthe Mystic punping Station (15-4)

- _A - A _
°3Wteran%or:" imﬁ\%rl"”’rj'cprg"c-, P.ecord DescriT>tion of the riystic water (WS

kept at the tir.e of their constructionduring the year 1862-3-2-5 by P.oberdeau Buchanan,
¢+ S 3. -Asst. Zng. conied 1c?C.

8/ 85



J[NVI-NTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET |of”! Cotnmmity: NG

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCMISSON 15-2
Office of the Secretary, Boston

Property Name  .ystic Dar

Indicate each item on in\T5ntoiy foim v”ich is being continued below.

ABQ ;i TBCTU' AL, ol GTTiri CAIJCr:

the overfall with a sinple plank railing. At onetime a wooden fish | adder was |ocated
a. .neoase of the dam al | that rer.ains ar esone nosts. The dam nowout o- s-~-Sc-N
v.'&s cu..lt Dy Barnes, .-.ngsley and Conpany, Brooklyn, Mw York.

Staple to Inventory form at bottoTn
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Unltad States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number Page

Water Supply Systemof Metropolitan Boston MPS
M ddl esex, Norfolk, Suffolk and Worcester Counties, MSSACHEETTS

DATE LI STED
o chr.taitire 9»ttef oo o
O
. Ashland Damand Spill way
ANJen [ 2. Fram ngham Reservoir No. 3 Dama**g|gjy"|gh-"jr-7
J--IN -ro
3. Frami nghamReservoir No. 2 Damand Gat ehouse
4. Fram ngham Reservoir No. 1 Damand Gat ehouse
5. Hopkinton Damand Spillway
6. Lake Cochituate Dam
7. Medford Pipe Bridge
M ddl esex Fells Reservoirs Historic District

9. ffflfli* Ham
10. Mystic Gatehouse *U«tal » | T» I»Tlax»

yp<”c, -/l -rd
[, Mystic Punmping Station
12. Sudbury Aqueduct Linear District

/\.y\jU_Jy/\, _i , MIANN VAN y.._y/\ </‘

13.  Sudbury DamHistoric District yyA/<-’\*’\t,"’\-"\’\’\yu’\ /U y
14, Weston Aqueduct Linear District

15.  Fisher Hill Reservoir and Gatehouse

16. Forbes Hill Standpipe

17.  Bellevue Standpipe

18. Chestnut Hill Reservoir Historic District

19. Marl borough Brook Filter Beds iiii«dtadIMi KOTI*>
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EVALUATI OV RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTI ON: NOM NATI ON

PROPERTY  Mystic Dam

NAME:

MULTI PLE Water Supply System of Metropolitan Boston MPS

NAME

STATE & GOUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, M ddl esex

DATE RECEI VED: 12/ 05/ 89 DATE OF PENDI NG LI ST: 12/19/89
DATE CF 16TH DAY: 1/ 04/ 90 DATE CF 45TH DAY: 1/ 19/ 90
DATE OF WEEKLY LI ST:

REFERENCE NLTMBER 89002282

NCM NATCR  STATE

REASONS FCR REVI EW

APPEAL: N DATA PRCBLEM N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N

OrHER N PDI L: N PERI OD: N PROERAM UNAPPROVED: N

REQUEST: N SAMPLE N SLR DRAFT: N NATI ONAL: N

GOMENT WAl VER N ANAAAN -t he
N-UAEPT RETURN REJECT IA'CA™ DATE SaUooal Begi st at

A
ABSTRACT/ SUMWARY COMMENTS!

RECOM / CRI TERI A
REVI EVER ~
DI SCI PLI NE

DATE

DOOUMENTATI ON see attached comments YN see attached SLR Y/ N



CLASSI FI CATI ON

count resource type
STATE/ FEDERAL ACGENCY CERTI FI CATI ON
FUNCTI ON

historic current
DESCR PTI ON

architectural classification

materials

descriptive text

SI GNI FI CANCE
Peri od Areas of Significance—heck and justify bel ow
Specific dates Bui | der/Architect

Statenent of Significance (in one paragraph)

sumary paragraph

conpl et eness

clarity

applicable criteria

justification of areas checked

relating significance totheresource
cont ext

relationship of integrity to significance
justification of exception

ot her
Bl BLI OGRAPHY
CEQRAPH CAL DATA

acreage Averbal boundary description

U\ boundary justification
ACCOMPANYI NG DOOUMENTATI QN PRESENTATI ON

sketch maps USGS naps phot ogr aphs presentation
O'HER GOMMENTS

Questions concerning this nomnation may be directed to
Phone
Si gned Dat e
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Please refer to the map in the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

IVluitiple Property Cover Slieet Reference Number: 64500254



