
FORM F - STRUCTURE 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
80 BOYLSTON STREET 
BOSTON, MA 02116 

Photo (3"x3" or 3"x5" black and white) 
Indicate address on bade of photo. 
Staple to l e f t side of form. 

Sketch Map: Draw map showing s t ruc ture 's locat ion 
in re la t ion to nearest cross s t ree ts , bui ldings 
and/or geographical features. Indicate a l l 
bui ldings between inventoried property and nearest 
in tersect ion. 
Indicate north. ^e.e- a.\k>c-Ujid 

J i J l f J ^ ^QQ . ypĵ ^ MASS. 

AREA FORM NO, 

^3-2 

Town Winchester 

Address °^ Sd^awatar Placs 

Name '••ystic Dam 

Ownership: MDC Public 

Private 

Type of Structure (check one] 

bridge 
canal 
dam X 
fort 
gate 
kiln 

1ighthouse 

other 

pound 
powder house 
street 
tower 
tunnel 
wall ~ Z I 
windmill 

DESCRIPTION 

Date 1864 

Source Boston Water V/orks, Mystic Supply, 
~TccZ-ToH3~ 

Archi tect Engineer/Designer ( i f known): 
djd 

Construction material .granite, •.•rood, earth 

Alterations (with dates) 

Condi t ion f a i r to -rood 

UTM REFERENCE 19/323230/^699600 

USGS QUANDRANGLE T px i n o f n n 

SCALE 

Moved JUI. Date 

Acreage less than one ac""̂   

Sett ing het';een t',-;o " .̂I'-'̂ Fi j ' Tiirh: 

nsi.^hborhood 

Recorded by Jane Carolan 

Organization Loui 

Date 

3.--r-:er A Associates 

January 198'-; revised I989 



MDC-TRA, f'̂ :̂ -

NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable) 
The Kystic Dan i s signficant for i t s association with the Mystic V/ater V/orlcs which are a good 
example of a small, w e l l integrated rdd-nineteenth century muncipal v;ater syster.. I t i s also 
the oldest MDC dam i n Metropolitan Boston. I t retains i n t e g r i t y of location, design, s e t t i n g , 
materials, woricmanship and feeling and meets C r i t e r i a C of the National riegister of 
Historic Places. The boundary includes the dam i t s e l f and i t s v;ing v;alls and can be seen on 
the attached map, Mystic V.'ater V.^orlis, Metropolitan Water V/orlcs, Land Plans, l897. Scale: 
100'=1''. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important design features and evaluate in terms of other 
structures within the community. 

The Hystic Water Works complex includes Upper and Lower Mystic -^akes, a dam (15-2), a gate­
house (15-3) and a pu-Tiping s t a t i o n (15-4) a l l b u i l t between l862 and I865. The f a c i l i t i e s 
are i n a dense suburban area. The dam and gatehouse are adjacent to each other and located 
between Upper and Lower Hystic Lakes. The pumping station i s located on the Hystic River 
Parkv.'ay, an MDC greenbelt parkvfay approximately one-quarter mile southeast of the dar. and 
gatehouse. The Hystic Lakes are natural g l a c i a l k e t t l e ponds and were o r i g i n a l l y three_ ponds, 
nov; combined into tv;o. Additional structures i n the Kystic comple:: included v;ooden shops, 
stables, a superintendent's house and a reservoir, a l l of v.'hich have been do-molished. 

The dan i s the oldest dam i n the Metropolitan D i s t r i c t Comm.ission system. I t i s 1,560 feet 
long betv.'een tv.'o earthern e-mbanlments v;ith a granite o v e r f a l l . The embanlnnents are lin e d v/ith 
puddle and riprap and u t i l i s e a natural sp i t of land. The o v e r f a l l contains f i v e granite 
colur.ns, each grooved on the inner faces for stop logs. There i s a v.'ooden v;allr..'ay on top of 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain historical importance of structure and how the structure relates 
to the development of the community. 

The Mystic V.'ater Works, constructed i n l862 to I865, v;erc b u i l t by the City of _Charlestown 
for i t s ovm supply. V/ator v.'a.5 pumped from the lalces up a h i l l to a reservoir on v.-h.̂ t i s 
nov.' the Tufts University cam.nus. The system v.'as taken over by tne Boston V.'ater Board v.'hen 
Charlesto^'n v.'as annexed by the c i t y of Boston i n 1??''. The Metropolitan ."ater BP^rd took over 
onerations i n 1."98, but because of the poor quality of watsrthe supplj' v/as never used, althoug: 
the f a c i l i t i e s 'vere maintained. Tod.ay the entire system i s out of ser'.'ice and the pumping 
station i s used f o r a skon. 

The Mystic Water System has been out of service for many years, and has thus lost 
i n t e g r i t y as a system. Three of i t s components nevertheless do r e t a i n i n t e g r i t y and 
remain as good examples of th e i r type of property. These are the Mystic Dam (15-2), 
the Mystic Gatehouse (15-3), and the Mystic pumping Station (15-4) 

-•3IBLIOGRAPHY, and/or. REFERENCES , ,-^,7 - , ^ w --:-̂ ostor. I.'ater .or"..̂  i-'rs~ic - i i r i r l " " 1'jcP-lc^c-, P.ecord DescriT>tion of the riystic water ..ori'S, 
kept at the tir.e of t h e i r construction during the year 1862-3—^-5 by P.oberdeau Buchanan, 

• S.3. -Asst. Zng. conied 1c?C. 

8/85 



•INVI-NTORY FORM CONTI.\UATION SHEET lof^ ' 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CC>MISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Cotnmmity: Cotnmmity: Form No: 
15-2 

Property Name: .yst ic Dar 

Indicate each item on in\T5ntoiy foim v^ich is being continued below. 

ABCi:iTBCTU7!AI, oIGTTiriCAiJCr: 
the o v e r f a l l with a simple plank r a i l i n g . At one time a wooden f i s h ladder was located 
a. .ne oase of the dam, a l l that rer.ains are some nosts. The dam, now out o- s-̂ -Sc-̂ ' 
v.'as cu:.lt Dy Barnes, .-.mgsley and Company, Brooklyn, Mew York. 

Staple to Inventory form at bottoTn 



OMf H^ltml Me. 100*001$ 

Unltad States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section number Page 

Water Supply System of Metropolitan Boston MPS 
Middlesex, Norfolk, Suffolk and Worcester Counties, MASSACHUSETTS 

DATE LISTED 

•;,:hr.taiitir« 9»tt€f • • • 

COVER 

I . Ashland Dam and Spillway 

^^/•^ / 2. Framingham Reservoir No. 3 Dam a^^^^g|gjy^|g^-^j^-^ 

3. Framingham Reservoir No. 2 Dam and Gatehouse 

4. Framingham Reservoir No. 1 Dam and Gatehouse 

5. Hopkinton Dam and Spillway 

6. Lake Cochituate Dam 

7. Medford Pipe Bridge 

^ 8. Middlesex Fells Reservoirs His t o r i c D i s t r i c t 

9. ffflfli* Ha-m 

^ 10. Mystic Gatehouse *U*«tal»*lT» J»T1«» 

I I . Mystic Pumping Station 

12. Sudbury Aqueduct Linear D i s t r i c t 

13. Sudbury Dam Histo r i c D i s t r i c t 

14. Weston Aqueduct Linear D i s t r i c t 

15. Fisher H i l l Reservoir and Gatehouse 

16. Forbes H i l l Standpipe 

17. Bellevue Standpipe 

18. Chestnut H i l l Reservoir H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 

^ 19. Marlborough Brook F i l t e r Beds iiii«ta«tlVii K9Tl*> 

-J- -/^ -ro 

yp<^c, -// -rd 

^.y\jU-Jy^, -i, -"^^^ ^ y~y^ <^ 

yyA/<-^*^t,^^-'^^^yu^ /-u yd 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION 

PROPERTY Mystic Dam 
NAME: 

MULTIPLE Water Supply System of Metropolitan Boston MPS 
NAME: 

STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Middlesex 

DATE RECEIVED: 12/05/89 DATE OF PENDING LIST: 12/19/89 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 1/04/90 DATE OF 45TH DAY: 1/19/90 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 

REFERENCE NLTMBER: 89002282 

NOMINATOR: STATE 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: 

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N 
OTHER: N PDIL: N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N 
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL: N 

COMMENT WAIVER: N ^^^^^^ the 

^-"^EPT RETURN REJECT / A ' C A ^ DATE SaUooal Begistat 
7̂  ' 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS: 

RECOM./CRITERIA 
REVI EWER ~_ 
DISCIPLINE 
DATE 

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N 



CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

historic current 

DESCRIPTION 

architectural classification 
materials 
descriptive text 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and jus t i f y below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
cl a r i t y 
applicable c r i t e r i a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas checked 
relating significance to the resource 
context 
relationship of integrity to significance 
justi f i c a t i o n of exception 
other 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

acreage ^verbal boundary description 
_UTMs boundary justification 

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 

sketch maps USGS maps photographs presentation 

OTHER COMMENTS 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Phone 

Signed Date 















Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

•5 

IVluitiple Property Cover Slieet Reference Number: 64500254 


