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The Shipman Sisters 1 house at Hilo is a noteworthy example of a 
turn of the century large mansion-style family home. It is located 
on Reed's Island in the outskirts North of Hilo on a sloping ridge 
between the Wailuku River ,and small Waikapu stream. The South and 
East side (rear) of the site slopes precipitously down to the stream 
gulch, making a spectacular?- contrast with the extensive lawns and 
gardens surrounding the house. These gardens are informally laid out 
in a manner that offers striking vistas of the main house. Curving 
driveways lead up to the main entrance and to the service areas in 
the rear.

The complex of buildings includes the large main house prominently 
located, a smaller guest house, a garage, and a servant f s quarters in 
back on the edge of the stream gulch.

The main house is a large two-story and attic, wood structure 
with wide verandas around the first floor front and sides, and an 
imposing second floor porch. The house is set about four feet above 
the grade in front, sloping off to a high basement on the sides and 
rear.

The main roof is a steep pitched hip with four large intersecting 
gables facing the front, rear, and sides. The verandas on the first 
floor have low pitched shed roofs with hips at the corners. A,striking 
feature is the two-story rounded tower on the Northeast corner with a 
conical roof. The tower is further accented by the circular veranda 
encloses it at the first floor level. There is a large formal porte- 
cochere on the North front, covering the driveway which leads through 
from both directions. Broad wood steps lead up to the veranda and 
main entrance doors.

Although the general aspect of the house is assymetrical and in­ 
formal, it does take on a certain formal character because of size, 
opulence, Georgian detail, imposing main entrance and particularly 
the wide verandas which enclose the front and sides. The verandas 
are supported by classic Doric columns set on molded pedestals. A 
turned wood balustrade and classic cornice are present - all in the 
best wood Georgian tradition.

Other noteworthy details are the large double-hung rounded wood 
sashes with large curved panes of clear glass. These occur in the 
round tower windows and the curved bay on North wall of the drawing 
room (leading to veranda).

All main windows are furnished with adjustable wood louvred shut­ 
ters, painted green against white trim.

Outside walls are beveled wood siding painted white with molded 
wood trim. The main gables are shingled with sawed scallop pattern.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This site is being recommended for Valuable status based on:
1. Its architectural style. It is one of the few remaining 

Victorian mansions in the islands;
2. Its association with W. H. Shipman, Hilo businessman 

and Big Island rancher, and his family.

The house was built prior to 1900 by J. R. Wilson, a Hilo business­ 
man. It was the first house to be built in the exclusive area known 
at that time as Reed's Island, and was constructed at a cost of 
$13,000.00. The house was sold in 1900 to W. H. Shipman.

William Herbert Shipman was born in 1854 at Lahainaluna, the son 
of missionary parents, William Cornelius and Jane Stobie Shipman. 
He came to Hilo as a young boy after the death of his father. His 
mother had moved the family to Hilo to begin a school for both Hawaiian 
and white children in order to support the family. He attended Puna- 
hou School and Knox College in Galesburg, Illinois.

Returning from college, he became manager of Kapapala Ranch, which 
was owned by his stepfather W, H. Reed, and C. B. Richardson. His 
early introduction to cattle was instrumental in his later days as one 
of East Hawaii's best known ranchers.

Records at the Hawaii Archives show that as early as 1883 he had 
applied for a butcher*s license. He also served as government land 
appraiser for the Hilo district in 1887. In 1889 he became executive 
inspector of animals for the island of Hawaii.

After leaving Kapapala, Shipman began raising cattle on his own 
in the Kapoho area of the Puna district. He and Capt. Herman Elderts 
expanded their interests and bought land in Keaau which was being auc­ 
tioned off to provide funds for the Lunalilo Home in Honolulu. Ship­ 
man later bought out Eldert's and S. M. Damon's interests in the Keaau 
property. The ranch expanded and land was also leased from the Waiakea 
Mill Company in Waiakea. When that property was taken back to be used 
for cane, Shipman obtained the lease for John T, Baker's land at Puu 
Oo (see HRHP Site #7473) .

Shipman was president of the Hilo Meat Company. He died in 1943.
The house is lived in and maintained by two of W. H. Shipman's 

daughters,
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The W. H. Shipman Residence is bounded by Kaiulani Street on the North and 
East sides. It is bounded by Waikapu Stream on the South and by the Tax 
Map Parcel 2-3-15:37,on the West. The Residence itself is comprised of 
two tax map parcels 2-3-15:4 and 2-3-15:5.
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The first floor interior consists of a central main entrance hall 
leading to spacious living rooms on either side, with Georgian wood 
detail and sumptious furnishings. In the rear are service rooms and 
a one-story dining 1 room.

(Limited description note: no entry to second floor; only super­ 
ficial view of"first floor.)

A formal wood molded stair leads to the upper floor, which con­ 
sist mainly of bedrooms with services.

Architecturally, this house is an excellent example of the turn 
of the century formal style and opulent living. It is still in use 
and is in good condition and well maintained.

It is a style that has gone completely out of date, principally 
due to modern materials, methods, tastes and modes of living. It 
should be preserved both for its intrinsic usefulness and historical 
connotations.
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