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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (it known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

As only one section of the town of Mansfield, the Llansfield Center 
Historic District realizes a still e:::m^tent_pa?^-i.ndustrial rural village. 
There are many areas of the town: C-urleyville, Taglevil le, 'oansfield City, 
mansfield Depot, mansfield Hollo'1/;, "fount Hope, moriiv Hill, and Llansfield 
Conter are "the most familiar. The largest and bast known is Otorrs, where 
the state university scrawls over 2o.;  "' acres ond has an enrollment of more 
than 20,000 students.

The .first settlement in mansfield, in about 1.692, was at  ansfield 
Center, in a quiet valley south, of the university, A highway eight rods 
wide vras laid out and the land on either side was divided into twenty-one 
house lots, A'ith each house lot came the rioiit to 1000 acres in outlying 
parts of town. "--radually the moods were cut for building and on the clear 
land crops were ^rown and caotle pastured. As the outlying land was used, 
highways were built, resulting in a road oattern resembling smokes from a
hub.

The district todav remains essentiallv the snne village it was in the
 fh -!- " '"' "1.8 and 19 u * centuries. There is a general store, a library, the town hall 

the Congregation''! Church, ond an elementary school in the vicinity. The 
well-kept houses o ". Colonial, federal, and "reek Revival styles are 
obviously cared for by conscientious owners. Of lar^e proportions with 
some detail and ornamentation, the homes g_ive evidence of the wealth derived 
from, local agriculture ond commercial activity in neiehborinr? towns.

As industry become the major force in the development of towns in the 
mid-19"^ cev-tury, nil Is and manuiscturj.n.^ sprang up on the rivers surroundin 
Aansfield Center, in Aillirnantic and Stafford oprin^s. Come of the Center's 
finest homes were built in this tio:e by Colonel T.ciwin :;i itch for the men who 
had been, successful at business. 0?mce late in that century there has been 
at least one "'tore, but other commercial establishments have not threatened 
the character of the Center until recent ye.'-rs when the population of the 
town of Aansfield has exceeded 12,0'%0.

The architectural characteristics of the area provide a sense_,pf 
identity for the contemporary district with village life of the 18'" and 
i_otn centuries. There is a great sense of unity among the residents, 
many are professors at the university; all are people who take great 
pride in their homes and their community. There is much interest in the 
preservation of the Center as an unspoiled rural viAlooe,
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2. Location

The Mansfield Center Historic District includes the properties 
on each side of Route 195> from the intersection with Chaffeeville 
Road on the northwest to the intersection with Center Road on the 
south. The east boundary follows the rear property line of the 
properties fronting on Route 19£, just north of Warrenville Road, 
Center Street, and the southwest shore of Echo Lake. The west 
boundary follows the rear property lines of the properties fronting 
on Route 195>»
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The vrav in TV'hich Ransfield bar; developed during the p- : st tv.ro and a half 
centuries accounts for the historical and aesthetic quality still 
evident in the village of Mansfield Center. Rhe Historic District 
extends over the area of orifinal settlement and includes., twenty-si:: 
homes as vre'll as the library, general store, tovrri haj.1, and Congregational 
Church.

One of the nir.st impressive parts of the District is north of the church. 
Rere is located the oldest >ouse in tonm (c. 1710), a_ very large Greek 
Revival residence, five 18 century houses, several early 19° * ce-tury 
a  - 6: Qree': levival structures, and the libra 177.

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)
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CD Political
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|[ Science

[| Sculpture

I I Social/Human­ 

itarian

\~\ Theater

| | Transportation

jj Urban Planning 

O Other fSpecffy>

of :".eerfield, ""ass. T jlea;-:cr, studying at harvard, ;vas the only 
member of his family v;iio v;as not at home on the night of the
 ~rcnch and Indian rosnacre, 'Februar1/ 20, "'YDl;. His father and
five children vrere taken to Canada as prisoners. Tv/o other
children and a servrnt vrere kilded on the doorstep of the family's
hone and l.Irs. illiaras v-as :.:illad in ~reenf:leld, .nss., tv;o
days Inter. M"-.e youngest child, '"unice, raarried an Indian after
yearn of captivity.
.After Heverend Dleazer '. illia/s' do-:.th, his daughter :/Iary narried
the Reverend ?.ichard '' : --lter, v;ho carae as the second pastor in 1?1;3
and served the church until his dea.ih in 17'-: 7.
Botvreon 175'''"' and l r"7;? tr..cj house v:as changed to a tuo-chinney,
center-hall house, typical olv trie Roston are^. The superb
 oauelinr of thi," period has survived in ti:e n'orth parlor and 
north chamber.

rnhe l:i be Rl er D. Reith considered this to be one of the most 
architecturally interesting houses in Connecticut. }R s comments 
are: "-Re?r ho- ses shovr the alterations of a faj;;ily of means 
veneration after generation :norc clearly than does this v/h:'ch 
served as the ">?rson'-1 se for abovt l r> years in the days v^ben the 

>; e re n



Crofut, F.S.?:. Guide to the History and the Historic Sites of Connecticut
Vol. II. (fev Haven: I ale University ,'rcss), 1937, 

Report of the Historic District Study Committee for the
Proposed Historic District in .'-ansiield Center, Connecticu
(April, 1°66).

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
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————————— ————————————————————————— ———————————————————————— ,
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Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
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NAME AND TITLE:

Susan Babbitt, Administrative Trainee
ORGANIZATION DATE

Connecticut Historical Commission January 3, 1972
STREET AND NUMBER:

£U Pratt Street
CITY OR TOWN:

Hartford
IlililiiiliM

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is:

Title Ptat^ Liason Officer

Date

STATE CODE

Connecticut „ 09
;;:;:: ?;lii!^lti*iiiill»^

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

WR ? ^ 1079Date rtt) " v I >'-
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Construction of the house was started by Samuel Fuller, the ToT/m 
Purveyor, on Home Lot ?To. 7, which was purchased in December, 1709. 
In June, 1710, the To^/n nrrchased the partly finished house and. lot 
"orX32 and authorized an additional X6h for its completion as a. home 
for the first minister. The original construction of this period 
mav be observed in the south chamber here the charnferod su-ri/.ier be run 
is exposed. The origin"! clapboards   .ith heavy bead nailed directly 
to the studs arc still on the front.
The house was placed on the National Register of Historic Places, 
March, 1971.

House in the Historic'"Distr: ct. It v:as bvlO t in 1^36 by h>ns.fieid'n 
most iamo-;.s master builder, Colonel fd.::b"' '"itch. 'hit-ated on the 
-vest side of Itorrs hosd, ia;med-'atehy north of the library, the 
house is :-• .rr'--)".v:.dod by a track of vv'-e ;"h:;:t-' acres.

... ....^..Gr-hn-lavr's demand that he -orovide a hnise before he could
marry his d.-ur-hter. In 1835, "itch, only t-ve-ty-three years old, 
bought l ~- acres on v:hich t--. build the ;—st elaborate hcv.se in the 
Center. -a-sive Ionic columns sup-ort a pedincnted portico across 
the front oh the house yrhile the door is framed v.lth intricate 
mouldi-ir*. In so mall a village peo;ve n-tv.rally talked abort a 
ryoor vounrr m-^-1. buildi--" such a Tsto :tions hniso; it v/as dubbcxl 
""•hitch 1 -a "'oil-"", home ye^rs "i.ater ^itch built and moved to a more 
modest though still imposing house o:- Centre 'treet.

-ince t^e v:rin structurs --a s built it Ir s been enlarged, attractive 
:-ju.tb\;ildin~s have bee a ad;led, and the estate has been well-land:- caned 
"Etch's FoYI-v" har. become t-G Center's ?ride. T t is presently 
ovmed bv '"^s. :"e^netri yinney.

: n 17^:3 a second, larger chnrc>i v-as built. The -resent building 
^^bi^it in i QX 6 r-f'te'r1 - "- ro h^d destraved the --revious struct-^ro. 

hTTT^is 'said to havo been bnilt by ?,"lph Civ—.ell, one of ; 'itc n ? s 
n/uicas.

_^^1^!^!:^^ across Brow's hoad fr^i the Church. .:.t'e st-'le of t..e '^eornd stone buildinr in
r^se above a--id faces out on Ctorrs fond iyt.^KV,. 

^^G^ ^.ev^^L v.h '.en sits on a
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TAe Rid Uncle Hall .Placg.   uilt -ocrhaps as e?rly as lApli, this hou*e 
^r'"r\racecr~6rT"a"s?A ght "rise at the north end of the v^Al^o and was 
amnaro-tly fortified by its first owner, Joseph Hall. The historic, 
colo'^ai Dualities are more armament inside than out for it was faced 
with native stone in tlw s century. A small -?ttrsct:ive cottage, also 
of stone, r tands A.r-ediabely in front of the main hmise.  "  '.rood 
frame barn is the only other structure. "^1 of the buiddiogs are well 
back from Storrs Hoad (R^uto lRr") and hidden :Aro.m view by abundant 
trees -ncl shrubbery/'.

The Dodd House. Another of the oldest homses in the Center is that 
o^n^H^Y.T.Tr".~nd Hrs. Alfred - . Dodd. It is named for a Civil Aar 
Veteran, Hnoch Dodd, Alfred's father. Its precise age is a matter 
of some speculation because of the evidence of seventeenth century 
fo-mdations. It may well be that the building was once Joseph Hall's 
fortified north outpost of the villa  . T: e^cottage and its large 
red barn are set on tidy grounds on quiet Dodd Road.

On Centre rtreet, Tjhich curves to the east from : torrs Road, are some very 
attractive l3tn and 17th century houses.

NAT, °
( •_ "V ~" 

'

storr. "A-ilt bv Charles Tr . echs in l'A}6, it -as retailed its 1? JLl 
century oualitio- w>iicli include its rater---.-sting facade and the 
continued ^ractice of nesting notices :i nd advertisem.ents on a 
bullet-"^ hoard on t-e front oorch. Aio of tv:e fev rer.aininr country 
Stores in Connecticut, it is" now known as "^arrows nnd Rurnham' 1 
':foy& ^s owned by Hrs. V'illard Robb.

'^itch H'ouse. This Circe!: Revival house was built in l:kim by 
vv^' \.^../ -^... An older, small structure T^SS the base upon 
v-hieft' ^itch. built the handsome front section, it was ^itch's home 
a'nipe-'ter of operations "or his trwAe -ftcr he lost his first nome, 

i '."ansion, to the village mono- lender, Salmon A torrs.
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t turns
^bru-otly "north tnere is situated one o r ' ansfield's oldest 
houses. It was built in 17hO by Prince As pi myall. Described 
in 1.G30 3.1 "a quaint one-story, very hi^h gabled-roof structure 11 , 
it has been rcmodelal often yet retains its grey-shingled colonial 
apDearance vrith much of the original material left intact.

The Payne Cottage. The first tv/o rooms of this house ?/ere built 
inT?f^4"-aT~a~¥actcri.er ! s sho^ for the Aspinv/all house. Since 
then the house has undergone a steady rrovrfch dovm to 1/66 so 
that it nr.T has ten rooms and extends 7n.ll back from trie bend in 
Centre Strec-t toward the To'/m ""ond (Teh.-' Lake.). ?;o!neti;ne in 
tlie lOl^O's it is said that the front rooms -vere raised to second- 
story level and nevr rooms built underneath. The old front door 
was then sealed up. This accounts for the neculiar rrranpe-nent 
of the second-story -.vindovra. The ore sent 'T/ners^ : r. and "rs. 
!-T i;.c:h HainilT, encountered a full cistern 8 feet dee-o under the 
floor -when they remodeled the bac-: D^rt—a relic of the days 
T/hen -?. cooler ovmed the house. There are no outbuildings which 
stand near the -ororierty although a barn rrar- once associated i;ith it.



Mansfield Historic District I 
(Mansfield Center)

Dates of Structures

#18 Weeks* Store 1886

#19 The Adams House 1774

#20 The Fitch House 1848

#21 The Aspinwall House 1740

#22 The Payne Cottage 1794

#27 Church 1866

#29 The Rand White House 1792

#33 The Sullivan House c.1790-1865

#34 The Armstrong House 1760

#35 The Morrison House 1820

#36 The Old Parsonage 1794-95

#37 The William Trumbull House 1835

#38 The Fitch Mansion 1836

#39 The Williams House 1720

#40 The Charles Trumbull House 1835

#42 The Eaton House 1803

#47 The Rouse Place 1780

#48 Old Uncle Hall Place c.1694 
(2 dwellings)

#51 Dodd House c.late 17th cent.

#53 The Old Lady Barrows House 1814

#57 The Sheldon House c.1880 

Lot 1 Mansfield Center Library 1926 

Lot 4 The Pritzkau House c.1938 

Lot 6 The Parsonage 1953 

Lot 7 The Gallup House c.1950 

Lot 50 The Bigelows 1 Duck House 1935 

Lot 127 Pine Patch 1952 

Lot 138 The Hastings House 1953
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