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center of Evansville's retail/commercial core. Evansville's Main,Street was once
lined with structures similar to this former retail store. Its Georgian Revival
facade has been retained through the years and contains the significant architectural
feature. to be found in the exterior. The original store front was typically plate
glass with steel frame and has been remodeled repeatedly during the course of the
building's retail history. The present ground-floor treatment was installed in 1975
by the then owner and is of contemporary design which is compatible with the scale,
design, materials, color and texture of this building. Above the ground floor is a
two-story elevation executed in common bond brick. Three vertically organized bays
punctuate the facade, carrying two sets of double hung multi-paned windows, one per

floor. The bays are framed by short balustrades at the bottoms and molded cormices
at the tops. Alternating corner quoins constructed of brick frame either side of the
facade. String courses and a stone coping divide the elevation horizontally. The

bottoms of the window ensembles rest :on a beltcourse of soldier course brick.

The outer dimensions of the building are approximately the same as those of an earlier
building on the same site which was remodeled by the Ward chain to make room for their
store in 1933. The party walls on efther side of the elevation are completely devoid

of decoration, as is the rear elevation.

The interior clear-span space consists of a basement, first floor, mezzanine, and

second and third floors. Interior renovations were performed from time to time to

suit the needs of the then occupant. The only remaining original interior architec-
tural feature is the metal rail and stair on the first, mezzanine and second floor levels.
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Additional Architectural Information

A. NAME 0ld Montgomery Ward Building C. NUMBER 82-196-0020

B. ADDRESS 517 Main Street

D. UTM References |1 ,6| 415,01 0,0,0] [4,2]0,2]6,8,0]

E. This property has been given preliminary approval by the
Interior Department and the SHPO as a certified historic
structure. A National Register nomination form was filed with
the SHPO 15 September 1981.

It was not unusual for national corporations to use stock
plans for their buildings when Montgomery Ward came to downtown
Evansville in 1933. The'firm extensively remodeled another
building on this site, and distinct similarities can be noted

between the Evansville store and stores throughout the Midwest.

F. INFORMATION SOURCES City Directories; Montgomery Ward Corporate History.

G. PREPARED BY Douglas L. Stern H. DATE 29 January 1982
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