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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Place is a substantial two-story brick with an ell at the 
left rear. The main body of the~H6use is seven bays wide and two 
deep, with an additional four bays in the ell making it six deep 
on that side. The facade is laid in Flemish bond. A handsome two- 
story pedimented porch is supported by four Doric columns.

The front walls between the lintels of the downstairs windows and 
the sills of the windows above them appear to have been rebuilt. 
Presumably these openings had at some time been altered or had 
collapsed. The interior trim, such as chair rails (upstairs and 
down), shows no evidence of damage; some of it may have been in 
stalled at the time the windows were repaired. This apparently 
took place before 1936.

The elaborate gardens have deteriorated greatly since 1936, at 
which time they were still virtually intact. A plan of the gardens 
appears in History of Homes and Gardens of Tennessee, as do 
numerous photographs of the plantings.

s-
Except for this vegetable decline and the apparent but undocumented
restoration (?) around the windows, the only obvious alteration of 
the original house has been the addition of one room and a porte- 
cochere, with a one-sjrory porch behind both, on the left side. 
This had been done by 1936, although the drawing in Homes and 
Gardens (p. 210) does not show the porch. The house is at present 
well- maintained, -although'. it is only used as a weekend residence 
and for family reunions.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This house was built by Tyre_e_ Rodes, Sr., according to the sources 
used for Homes and Gardens, in 1812. The date seems a bit early; 
something before 1830 appears reasonable. Whatever its date, it 
was and is one of the largest and most imposing plantation seats 
in the state. Its impact is enhanced by the presence of four 
original brick outbuildings: office, smokehouse, and two slave 
houses (not identical). The slave houses are deteriorating. It 
is said to be a copy of the Rodes family seat in England, also 
known as Clifton Place. However, the theory might explain the 
unusual entrance hall which is three bays wide and has a rather 
grand stair beginning on the back wall and ascending the right 
wall toward the front of the house as this is not the regional 
vernacular architecture.
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The grounds are at present kept mowed, but the boxwood is not 
maintained and much has been loatir: However ,\ the ,old plans .and 
photographs exist, and the remaining hedges provide more than 
enough points of reference for accurate restoration to be under 
taken.
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Brandau, Roberta Seawell, ed., History of Homes and Gardens of
Tennessee. ("Nashville: Garden Study Club of Nashville, 1936).
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