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The Mercedes Hospital is a larg[e ajbrjj^Jtiouse which 
is two stories high and square in plan. The overall 
dimensions ̂ are"ID "feet by 70 feet. The building has a 
balloon frame•structural system and rests on brick piers. 
Exterior walls are lapped siding painted white. There 
are exterior balconies on all four sides of the building. 
Doorways are high semicircular arched openings with heavy 
wood paneled doors. Windows are elongated, arched and 
shuttered. The roof is a peripheral A-shape with four, 
corner cupolas. Roof shingles are of slate. All porches 
^a~nc["^alconies are bracketed and have spindle-type "-—----- 
balustrades.

The interior plan of the building includes an open 
atrium. The atrium is completely balconied at the second 
floor level. Balcony columns are of wood and common in 
design. The floor of the atrium is concrete and covers 
a large cistern.

The grounds of this building are generally unattended, 
Large, tropical trees grow in abundance and there is a 
system of concrete walks.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Built in the early 1890's as the home of Ecjtfardo 
H. Gato, this building is reminiscent of Cuban archi 
tecture of the period. Mr. Gato migrated from Cuba, 
founded the largest cigar factory in Key West in 1876, 
and made his fortune in the cigar industry. The Gato 
House was built at the height of his successful career, 
although he occupied it for only a short time before 
returning to Cuba.

In 1900, the building was leased to the Woman's 
Board of Home Missions of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
South. It was to be used as a school until the Ruth 
Hargrove Hall was completed in 1901. In 1904, a 
philanthropic gro,up of Cuban citizens organized the 
Beneficencia qjitfano for the benefit of indigent Cuban 
nationals. From this beginning, their benevolent work 
was expanded to include the poor of all nations. Through 
the combined efforts of the group, Dr. Joseph N. Fjxfarty, 
and Eduardo Gato, a hospital was established at the home 
of the latter. The Mercedes Hospital (Casa del Pobre) 
was dedicated on October 10, 1911. In recognition of 
Mr. Gate's generosity in donating the use of his former 
residence, the group named the hospital after Mrs. Gato.

After the City of Key West purchased the original 
site on which the building stood, the structure was 
relocated on Gato property at 1209 Virginia Street, and 
functioned as a hospital until just prior to World War II, 
Lack of funds resulted in its being closed, and the 
property then reverted to the Gato interests. Its 
present use is as an apartment building.
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