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Historic Track has changed little since 1911. Now, as then, the oval 
dirt track is enclosed by a white railing on either side. On the inside 
of the railing across the track from the grandstand is the judges' plat 
form. Just to the north of it is the bandstand, and just north of the 
latter is the tote board. The stables are situated behind the grandstand, 
as is an old barn, known as Buckley Barn.

At the head of the track's home stretch is an oak tree beneath which, 
according to Goshen tradition, Messenger, the horse from whom American 
trotters are descended is supposed to have grazed.
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The sport of harness racing originated in the United States in the early part 
of the nineteenth century, and within 70 years had developed into a popular 
form of recreation throughout most of the country. Although harness racing 
never received widespread recognition outside of the United States, the 
American standard-bred trotter is always in demand, and ranks as an important 
contribution to the types of domestic livestock.

Historic Track at Goshen, New York, has been associated with trotting for 
over a century. Although not the first trotting track in the country, Historic 
Track is one of the oldest active courses in the United States and has been the 
showcase for such famous trotters as Hambletonian and Dan Patch.

The half-mile oval track and grandstand are located in Goshen, New York.

HISTORY

Trotting was a popular diversion by the time of the construction of Historic 
Track in the 1850's. The first race course in the present United States was 
laid out in 1665 by Governor Richard Nicolls, of New York, on Salisbury (now 
Hempstead) plain, Long Island. That course, and the subsequent development of 
interest in horses on Long Island, made the island a center of racing and 
breeding for many decades. Trotting, then done under saddle, also became 
popular. The first track built for trotting probably was constructed between 
1806 and 1810 in New York City. It came to be known as the "Red House Track" 
and consisted of a half-mile oval. Around 1810, the initial full mile track 
for trotting appeared in Philadelphia, the Hunting Park Track. Additional 
trotting tracks then arose in the country, including Historic Track at Goshen.

In 1768, Messenger, a famous English thoroughbred, was brought to this country 
and crossed with native mares to produce the "standardbred." According to 
tradition Messenger was at Goshen at one time. Messenger's most famous 
descendant, Hambletonian, who sired over 1,200 foals and remains the greatest 
of all the progenitors of American harness racing horses, was stabled near 
Goshen and was often shown at Historic Track.
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Races were held in the eighteenth century on what is now Goshen's main street, 
and a race track, Fiddler's Green, had been opened by the end of the century. 
By 1805, there were three tracks in or near Goshen. The tracks, apparently , 
prospered until 1832, when they were discontinued, but unofficial races con 
tinued to be held on the roads of Orange County.

Trotting gradually became the most popular form of racing in and around Goshen 
during the three decades before the Civil War. The first scheduled trotting 
race was sponsored by the Orange County Agricultural Society Fair at Goshen 
in 1824. The horses probably used Main Street for the course. Subsequently, 
both official and unofficial trotting races were held on Main Street, creating 
dangerous conditions for all concerned.

The rising popularity of trotting undoubtedly spurred the development of what 
is now called Historic Track. The first race on the site of the present track 
occurred in 1838. That was some sixteen years before John Minchin constructed 
the first track on the site. He operated the one-third-of-a-mile-long course 
for several years after 1854. By 1858, the track had been entirely rebuilt. 
It was then a half a mile and rectangular. In 1874 the track was turned into 
a half-mile oval and a grandstand for 800 people was erected. Some years 
later, in 1884, the course was entirely rebuilt. The track, still half a 
mile, itself has been little changed since then. Despite the improvements 
of 1884, the track probably would have closed in the 1890's but for the 
appearance of E. H. Harriman, the railroad magnate and a lover of horses, 
upon the scene.

Harriman saved the track from closing in the nineteenth century's last decade 
and the Harriman family controls the course today. The elder Harriman leased 
the course in 1894 and acquired control of the corporation that owned the 
track, the Orange County Driving Park Association, in 1909. He installed a 
friend, Renssalaer Weston, as the track's manager in 1909 and he retained that 
position until 1920. It was Weston who gave the track its current name and 
who vastly improved its plant. A major improvement occurred in 1911, when 
Mrs. E. Harriman presented the present steel grandstand to the track.
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The boundaries of the national historic landmark are coterminus with the 
property lines of the Orange County Driving Association holding.

Beginning at the intersection of the southern curb of the entrance road to 
the track with the eastern curb of Main Street, proceed southeast along said 
southern curb to the outside curb of the Historic Track, continue south along 
the outside ourb for 1000 feet, thence southeast in a straight line to the 
western curb of South Street running east of the track. Proceed northeast 
along said curb to the rear property line of the houses to the north of the 
track, thence northwest along said property lines to the rear property lines 
of the private houses on the eastern curb of Main Street, thence proceed 
southwest along said property lines to the northern curb of the track entrance 
road, thence north along said curb to its intersection with the eastern curb 
of Main Street, thence south along the eastern curb to the point of origin.

These boundaries enclose the Historic Track and the associated racing facilities


