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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Prairie Grove Battlefield Park consists of approximateljy: 6

N R BEL N 5
situated to the north of U.S. Highway 62 on the eastern outs ;gt§Qbﬁb¥heq§l$4
town of Prairie Grove. o] i

Two large stone colums flank the entrance road, and a cast iron a
which reaches from column to column, carries the name "Prairie Grove
Battlefield."

Directly to your front, as you enter the park, is the Battle Mon-
ument, It is an unique monument in that it is the originalwchimney of
“Rea's Mill (Site of another Civil War skirmish). The chimney was
moved to the Prairie Grove Battlefield and re-erected stone by stone.
It is 55 feet tall and weighs 200,000 pounds. The monument is ded-
icated to all the men who fought in the battle.’ Lo

Immediately to your left, upon entering the park, is the Hindman
Hall Museum. The museum serves as an historical museum with the battle
and thHe-battlefield providing the theme, This too is an interesting
structure as it was built as the result of a bequest of $100,000 made
by Biscoe Hindman who was the son of General Thomas C. Hindman who
commanded the Confederate forces at the Battle of Prairie Grove.

There are other interesting buildings within the confines of the
park. An intelligent and well-directed interest in the history of the
area has resulted in public spirited citizens taking the initiative,
long before there was Federal assistance, in preserving and restoring
log and frame structures from the Prairie Grove area, As a result of
their efforts the park is provided with the beginnings of an excellent
outdoor folk museum,

The battle site is well marked by a series of metal historical
markers erected by the State. There has, however, been no effort made
to interpret the battlefield beyond this stage. The site would certainly
lend itself to an "in depth" treatment such as the National Park Service
has given to the Pea Ridge National Military Park.

The park grounds are very attractive. There are many trees, the
lawns are well kept and the gravel roads which thread through the park
are in excellent shape. There are picnic facilities in the park.

At the time of the battle there were only four buildings in the
vicinity. They were either farm residences or outbuildings. The rest
of the area was under cultivation or in woodlots and orchards. The
portion of the park which extends to the northeast is probably very

much as it ‘was iq 18624
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
In the late summer of 1862, Federal forces west of the Mississippi
launched a two- pronged assault on Confederate Arkansas. One army led by
General Samuel R, Curtis and General Frederick Steele swept down the
White River in eastern Arkansas capturing everything from Batesville
to Helena, A second force, composed of the best fighting men the Fed-
erals had in Missouri, and commanded by General James G. Blunt, moved
into northwest Arkansas and pushed the Confederates south over the
Boston Mountains to Van Buren., The Federal commanders were now con-
fident that this campaign would result in the capture of Arkansas and

perhaps the entire trans-Mississippi.

General T. H. Holmes commanded the Confederate forces in Arkansas.
The troops under his command consisted of 27,355 men who were, for the
most part, poorly disciplined, poorly trained and poorly equipped. To
further complicate his position the Confederate War Department had re-
quested him to send 10,000 of these troops to reinforce General Pemberton
at Vicksburg,

In mid-November the Union troops in northwestern Arkansas began to
attack to the south, General Blunt moved on Fayetteville and his suc-
cess there encouraged him to believe that he could destroy the troops
of General Thomas C, Hindman, who commanded the First Corps of Holmes
A:Eégsas army. Blunt believed that by defeating Hindman he would be able
to capture both Van Buren and Fort Smith and open the route to Little
Rock from the west. Hindman, however, was an aggressive troop leader,
He dispatched General John Marmaduke's cavalry to attack Blunt's forces
at Fayetteville. Blunt's scouts informed him of the approach of the
Confederate cavalary and he moved to intercept them, The Union forces
defeated Marmaduke at Cane Hill, Marmaduke's troops then fell back on
Hindman's infantry and artillery., Despite this initial reverse Hindman
desired to continue on the offensive,

Blunt, in the meantime, had telegraphed Springfield, Missouri, in-
formed General Curtis of Hindman's movement and requested reinforcement.,
General F., J. Herron was dispatched to Blunt's aid., Hipdman was expecting
to engage only the forces of General Blunt at, or near, Cane Hill, The

(See Continuation Sheet)
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that" Ge Herron's troops were at Fayetteville required that Hind-
m 1 plans,
Hindman's battle plan was a good one., He determined to place his
force between Blunt and Herron, defeat Herron and then turn and defeat
Blunt. This would enable him to face Herron and Blunt, 1nd1v1dually,

Hill,

at 11

short
which

left,

L

their

forces

with a superior force, If, however, Herron and Blunt were to combine

they would out-number him, Hindman's cavalry moved to attack Herron in
the pre-dawn hours and made their initial contact sometime after 4:00 A.M,
on the 7th of December., The Confederate cavalry attacked Herron's men
and drove them  back on Fayetteville in panic, At this point, however,
Hindman failed to make the next logical tactical move and this nullified
the effectiveness of his plan, Instead of launching a decisive infantry
attack on the demoralized Union force, he continued to engage them with
dismounted cavalry, This enabled Herron to regroup his forces., Hindman
went on the defensive and established his line at Prairie Grove., In all
fairness, however, it is possible that Hindman was unable to put his
original plan into execution, His troops were exhausted and were, perhaps,
lacking in the strength and spirit that is needed in an offensive action.

General Blunt was still at Cane Hill, At about 10:00 he was informed

of Hindman's position at Prairie Grove., Blunt realized that Hindman was
between himself and Herron at Fayetteville and began to burn the military
stores which he would be unable to move in his hasty withdrawal from Cane

General Herron, after reorganizing his troops, had begun to deploy

them for an attack on Hindman's position. Herron launched his first attack
:00 A,M. This first attack was beaten off by the Confederates. An
hour later Herron launched another attack and this time was successful in
driving the Confederates from their position., The Union success was of

duration, however, for a Confederate counter-attack was launched
routed the Federals., The battle see-sawed back and forth, At

approximately 1:45 P,M, Blunt's troops came into action on the Confederate

Even this additional Union strength could not give them a victory.

The battle lasted until after 7:00 P.,M., when the last cannon ceased to
fire and the field was quiet except for the screams of the wounded.

The Confederates held Eheir position through the night. At 6:00 A.,M,

General Hindman made the decision to withdraw., The Confederates built up

campfires to mislead the Federals, retired from the field and re-

.treated to the south, Hindman claimed that he was forced to make this
decision as his men were without food and ammunition, The Union troops
remained in possession of the battlefield.

The confederate campaign was a failure, On December 28 Blunt's

reached Van Buren and northwest Arkansas was lost to the Confederacy.
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C FOR: Record

. FROM; Patrick Horan

'SUBJECT: Site selection for planned amphitheater/pavilion for the Prairie Grove
Battlefield Park
Describing the present crisis pertalning to the existing Borden House
and orchard ground.

MEMORANDUM

DATE:‘% September 26, 1976
S oocT, i, 1976 MeBTING

On September 15, 1976 Bryan Kellar, Don Ross, Mr. Moore and I visited the
Prairie Grove Battlefield Park for the purpose of selecting locations for the
proposed. amph1theater/pav1lzon which would be compatable with the historical events
which occurred there.
historical interpretations and to v1v1dly deacrlbe the present crisis involving
the Borden House & orchard grounds.

1e

I was invited to this meeting in order to assist the

Amphitheater/Pavilion:

We looked at 'several alternate locations for the new amphitheater/

" pavilion and discussed the future plans of the park which includes
the proper location of a new maintenance building. After considering
the strong historical limitations of this small park, and how very
carefully each move must 'be, I most definitely recommend re-adapting

X the existing bandstand/pav1llon (behind the Rhea's Mill chimney)

to serve as tHe new ph1theater/pav1lxon. i

B Advantages of this area:

(438

(2)

(3)

It is physically in proximity to other park activities,
conveniences, and utilities. The intrusion upon the

existing historical interpretations and Baitlefield would

be minimized. Interference with other activities within

this park would be minimal because this bandstand/pavilion

is isolated and;surrounded by a park road and a low rock wall.

This attractive wood & stone bandstand/pav1llon has never
realized its potential. It is very rarely used even during
the Labor Day fair when this Park experiences its most

~concentrated use.

Important Northwest Arkansas landmarks are within this informal,
elliptical, gathering ground. The Rhea's Mill chimney and

the Morrow house are both mentioned in the Prairie Grove

battle reports and are included within this ellipse by the

low rock wall which surrounds the bandstand/pavilion.

The county road bordering the western edge of this park is
visible from here and it is possible to inform the public,

by a suitable monument, that they are looking at a Cherokee

"Trail of Tears" rocl.  The people then realize that they
are gathered in a ver~y intimate and historical place.
There will be music here.

167459
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(4) Thie bandstand/pavilion is located in an attractive
gathering ground. The Bite offers a wooded backdrop and
is endowed with a gentle, natural slope which flows down
towards the bandstand/pav1llon. The amphitheatre can

easily be imagined without the need for any cut and fill
requirements.

(5) The topographical feature of this gathering ground consists
of a gentle slope with a South to North flow from a high
point in front of the Rhea's Mill chimney. The bandstand/
pavilion is half visible behind the chimney from the main
park entrance. The bandstand blends into the rustic
backdrop of trees.

(6) The bandstand/pavilion has been deliberately shaded by trees F Ik
so that sun glare is not a problem here for the performers. RN |
I believe the trees can exist here among the occasional SR
audience which will gather here, and can perhaps mask a '
portion of the light bar and speaker system in front of
the stage.

(7) By virtue of the central: locatlon of this’ bandstand/pavillon,
a crowd of people can be more easily limited and observed
here. This becomes an important consideration when thinking
of the expected night time activities of this new amphitheater/
pavilion.

R

o

(8) Because of this central location, the cost of bringing
utilities in will be a small part of the budget. Water
fountains are located nearby on either side of the Rhea's
Mill landmark. Toilets are located in the history museum
and in a nearby $35,000 village john. The cost of bringing
in electricity to this bandstand/pavilion will be minimal,
if not already there.

(9) The main reason for re-adapting the existing bandstand/

‘pavilion is to release funds already appropriated for

“ Y"actual construction and ground improvements", for immediate

" purchase and restoration of the deteriorating Borden House
and orchard grounds. This purchase will add to the park

. not only the main ground involved in.the battle of Prairie

- Grove:but ‘also obtain for this park its only original landmark,
The: Bnrden.Hbuse, on the Confederate right flank.

fu In the 11ght of recent findings concerning the Borden House, @ t
~I.think the $55,000 park appropriations can and should be
re~evaluated now, and adjusted accordingly. In other words,
"Save the Battlefieldl"

Money is needed immediately for this purpose since there is : ’
now presented a rare opportunity to buy and restore this ;
property, and include this house and orchard into the
Prairie Grove Battlefield Park. This most definitely could
be listed under, "actual construction ( the restoration) and Al
ground improvements". A

-

e er———

2 & A rough estimate of Mrs. Grissom s property value would be :

(;’ ; neighborhood of $3,000 to $4,000 per acre. This will «:: = "%
certainly increase in the future and we must buy as much as g
possible now before this becomes impossible to do.

Pt ol
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b. Disadvantages of this area:

‘:;» : (1) Unless.the field across the county road on the West
, side of" the park can be temporarily used by the park

i
during periods of high use, parking cars a convenient ;

~ distance from this new amph1theatre/pav1llon (the bandstand) fle )
gk, "w111 be. a problem.‘f“, : ’

: (2) The re—adapted bandstand/pav1l1on would not be located :
rear the future batilefield .re-enactments on the Confedera
right flank around the Borden house & orchard

D351gn~

5 i I conclude that' a modlfled amph1theater/pav111on can be'
5 . built out,of the existing bandstand and can serve a du

purpose. It can be so constructed as to be used as a:.

stage during periods of performance and can also be used
"“%'as a conventional ipavilion throughout the year. The savi
‘realized by re-adapting the bandstand can then be spent for
purchase and restoratlon of the Borden House and orchard o
grounds. ;

(1) First, the designer could partially enclose the sides of
the exlstlng bandstand/pav1110n to form dressing rooms etc.

(2) The designer could extend folding panels from the mid=
columns on either 51de of the bandstand to form a moveable
stage backdrop. - -

(3) By extending the conorete deck of the bandstand ouiwards
(South) into the audience, the designer would insure
greater audience participation. By repeating the curve
of the perimeter stone wall, this extended stage could
relate to the architecture already there. The audience
would also conform to this curve by a future seating design. :

"'de Public Interest:

I feel confident that recent interviews with proponentis
of the new amphitheater/pavilion revealed the fact that
no one would want this project to endanger the chances e
of saving and restoring the Borden House and orchard ground.
Historians need a Battlefield here, and not a theme- yE
amusement park with a battlefield packaged into the museum.

2. .Master Planning Process:

a. General:

"A good, thought-out master plan is essential in this park
at the earliest possible date."

b. Long Range Interpretive Planning:

"This park can never realize its potential until a fully

developed interpretive plan can be prepared". by

Most certain will be the long range recommendation to k2

acquire as much of the 69 acres, belonging to Mrs. Grlssom,,p‘;“
c:; as possible. In addition to acquiring and restorlng the

3/9
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the Borden House & orchard, there will be the need to
include the main Union charge positions and to locate
and place their artillery pieces. The Prairie Grove
Battlefield Park must sooner or later acquire this ground
in order to also emphasize the Union view of the Borden
House & orchard, and to place proper emphasis on the
decisive part which artillery had during this battle.
I would suggest that this purchase must be done, as soon
as possible , because Mrs. Grissom's land will have a high
residential and commercial value in the near future and
may soon become impossible to acquire. We must have the

~ Union view of this Battlefield and, fortunately, a tour
road already surrounds this area and is a combination of
State and county roads. Therefore, no major structure

- should be located in the fields below the hill comprising
the Prairie Grove battleground. We should be planning for
fences, cannons, a corn field, and 1nterpret1ve plagques in
this, area. ;

y \'i-';.‘
S

3 Immedlate Prlorlties'uﬁ

"e recognize that the full master planning process is

> going to be time consuming and may well involve several

‘“years before it is complete". In the meantime, we must
proceed carefully because of the strong historical

" /limitations inherent on this battlefield. The present
park grounds are. designated in the National Register of
Historic Places and are therefore elgible for 50% matching
.maxchlng grants—1n—a1d to the States.

)"Properties nominated by the States or Federal agencies
will be removed from the National Register only when they
have ceased to meet the criteria for the National Register:
when the qualities which caused them originally to be nominated
23» have been lost or destroyed; upon proof thait an error in

professional judgement has been made; or, for failure to
follow the procedures set forth herein.". (The National
Historic Preservation Act of 1966). I believe that the
Prairie Grove Battlefield Park should ask for a matching
grant-in~aid now, from the Federal govermmeni. In the

- meantime, there are many physical needs of the Park which
be met irrespective of the master plan.\

" Maximum expenditure should be made towards obtaining and
‘restoring the existing Borden House and orchard ground
“before it is too late. The restore& Borden House is
roughly estimated to cost no less than $60,000 and may
reach $66,000 according to Dr. Sutherland of the .
University Architecture School. The Borden House is
larger than the recently restored Ridge House in
Fayetteville which finally cost $60,000, and it is
certain that the Borden House restoration will involve
more.labor because of the missing stoneichimneys.

b: Maximum expenditure should be made on interpretive changes
such as acquiring cannons for the orchard (rough est.
$2,300@y0r free from them M yankees - inthe Federal: .
government),locating the original fence lines, planting
the Borden app!e orchard, locating the sites of the

4o [V
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~ _ ‘burial trenches, and putting together a field hospital exhibit
" in one room of the Borden House.

7#2 (:;:\ Piace a'ﬁeﬁ roof on the Borden House and cover the
empty windows.

s #1 [ e ‘Fence and illuminate the Borden House as soon as possible
/ and include this first class landmark in the security
: patrol of the Prairie Grove Police Dept.
4. MAlternate Locations for Amphitheater/Pavilion:

1.  Several other sites were considered for the new amphitheater/
pavilion and I will discuss them briefly from a historian's

point of view., No one site can resolve all of the problems

in this small,historic Park.

2. I could see a 2nd. choice location on the West side of the
. ravine in the gravel pit behind the superintendent's
‘house. This is an area of disturbed earth and therefore
the battlefield would not be further touched. During
battle re-enactments the Confederate soldiers could
position themselves on the eastern slope of the ravine
in full view of the audience. This amphitheater/pavilion
~ would not dominate or intrude on the battlefield,and I
- believe the audience would be looking directly on the
ground then held by the 34th. Arkansas C.S.A. of Washington
Co. There could be some problems here with the sun, but,
with proper landscaping with irees,I feel this problem
can be-taken care of. A view of-the.Borden orchard and
- blueimountains beyond  ta’the East will impert.a sense of

0 ess toathﬁfhaidg_of,th ravine. A careful lighti
™ &ﬁ%gg”must be designes so fhaf't 1s will not be dgmina ing.

This ‘18 also the logical place for a future maintenance
building,which :should be-lotated near the superintendent's
home: for:reasons relating  to convenience and. protection .
It will be a difficult design problem.to resolve the
functionsg of both the new amphitheater/pavilion and
the maintenance building in this location but, I think it
could and should be done in order to preserve the integrity
of the existing battlefield. The maintenance building
should be designed to be as concealed in this Park as
possible. . eI .
LR L A L e
purchasing the Borden House & orchard and as much of
: the Battlefield as we can possibly obtain. For this reason
-1 agein emphasize re-adapting the existing bandstand/pavilion
~and directing the money saved by this move into immediate
purchase and restoration of house and battleground.
This would also reserve the logical area behind the
superintendent's home, the gravel pit, for the future
maintenance building which should be protected and out of

. sight. - : ~

3. Another possible location for a new amphitheater exists
behind the rest rooms adjacent to the village restoration.
Unfortunately, tie dirt road (Cherokee "Trail of Tears")
on .the western cide of the park will provide traffic

_’(distractioqs‘ané dust problems for both the audience and
| the.perfo;mers. A nearby chicken house is within hearing

2o 9=
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4dis{ancé of the audience. This becomes my 3rd choice
location because it would not dominate the Battlefield.

: 'Trees would .have to be removed.

4.

If a new:amphitheater/pavilion is placed below the hill
near. the deer pen it should be realized that this would

- ‘be aidominate feature on the hillside which would
~ impair the Union battle point of view. Trees would have i
to be removed. The ridge of the Prairie Grove Battlefield :

is horseshoe shaped and from a battle historian's

viewpoint this is not only the Union charge ground

but, was definitely the "kill zone" for this part of the
Battlefield. Any soldier left in this area for any

length of time was either killed or wounded. I would

not recommend anything large or permanent being constructed
here or in:sthe~fieldsibelow.::Perhapsia.temporary stage
could be assembled here for an:ioccasional large performance
where the crowd could conveniently use the whole slope

of the hill. This site has outstanding possibilities

- in terms of interperative development concerning

Gen. Blunt's Union attacks from the West. For historical
reasons, this site becomes my 4th ch01ce location for
the new amphitheater/pavilion.

Summary and Conclusion:

"This(battlefield)park has perhaps greater potential

for historical interpretation than any park in the system
and; has realized at this point a lower proportion of

that potential than any other park in the system". 1Its

- future will easily compare to the giant National Military

Park at Pea Ridge, Ark.,if the Battlefield Concept
dominates the master planning of this Park. Not enough
emphasis has been placed on the fact that these two
important battles involved approximately the same
number of soldiers and produced an equal number of
casualties. 'They are the largest existing Civil War
battlefields in the immediate four state region.

We also have a.firsticlass historical landmark in the

- Borden House, which served as an’important obeervation::

post and! sharpshooter's den during the battle, and as
a field hospital afterwards. This House can also describe

“.the history of farming and raising apples in Northwest

Arkansas. The Archibald Borden House will certaintly be
compared‘to the restored Elkhorn Tavern at Pea Ridge, Ark.

Because many diverse activities easily and harmonously
occur here, I believe the public has a better chance to
identify with the Prairie Grove Battlefield Park than

its counterpart at Pea Ridge. We are extremely fortunate
‘(now) to.have both major regional battlefields in

- Northwest Arkansas, and this underlines the fact that

no one can duplicate the essence of a real Civil War
Battlefield. We must protect this heritage for the
future generations, and the only way to do this is to
make sure that the Battlefield Concept dominates ell
future .planning for this Battlefield Park.

6y 19




.. bandstand seems to be the key.

I have included in-this memorandum a list of the four
major Battlefield Parks which have been developed in the
historical "Battle Corner's", This region comprises the
western sides:of Missouri and Arkansas between the

Missouri River and the Arkansas River, and of those eastern
counties of Kansas and Oklahoma oh.the border lines where .
the major Civil War battlefields of these States are to

be found. This enclosure points out the disturbing fact
that the Prairie Grove Batilefield Park is the last major
battlefield in this region not yet developed according to
the Battlefield Concept. It is not too late. We are in

a crisis situation and must act immediately to purchase

and restore the Borden House and orchard ground, which
comprises the main scene of fighting during the battle

of Prairie Grove. Then, plan to acquire from Mrs. Grissom -
as much of her property as she will allow the Prairie

Grove Battlefield Park to obtain.

In:my estimation, the re-adapted bandstand/pavilion is the
key .for this quick action. If we create the new
amph1theater/pav1110n out of this building, the money

: saved in terms of construction, electricity, utilities,etc.

can be immediately used to purchase and restore the
Borden House & orchard and to acquire as much of this

. battleground ‘a8 possible. We would then fulfill the
literael requirements of the State appropriations,($55,000

now on hand), by listing this restoration and battleground
‘purchase under, "actual construction & ground improvements".

In other words, "Save the Battlefield!" The existing

Patrick Horan
Fayetteville, Ark.

* Refer to the memorandum from Mr. Bovaoody dated
February 12, 1976.

* REFER ™ THe Nanoual Recigern of Hisroric Places NomiwATIons Form
Longernivg The BoADEn House, (Auc. 5 1976 )
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@il War

“ ROUNIITABLE

®f
Arkmsas

P.O. BOX 7281 LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 72207

Noveshor 18, 1976

Hep. John W. Ramaey
Box 6, Prairie Grove AR 72753

Dear Rep. Ramsey:

I am writing on behalf of the Civil War Round Table of Arkansas to express to you
the continuing interest of the Round Table in the Prairie Grove Battlefield Park.

We are particularly interested in the present plans to add The Borden House to the
Park, and in the plans for the amphitheatre to be built on Park property.

Please continue your hardworking efforts and let us know if there is any way that

we can be of assistance.

Yours truly;

gd&ii%(/ €A

¢ .

k Jerry L. Russell
Leoretary

cc: Governor David Pryor
David Perdue, Chairman, Arkansas History Commission

Dr. John Ferguson, State Historian
Bill Henderson, Director, Parks & Tourism Commission

Y T T o



ARKANSAS HISTORIC
PRESERVATION PROGRAM

Suite 500, Continental Building, Main and Markham
Little Rock, Arkansas 72201 Telephone: (501) 371-2763

November 18, 1977

Dr. William J. Murtagh

Keeper of the National Register
National Parks Service
Washington, DC 20240

Re: Prairie Grove Battlefield
Washington County, Arkansas

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

During the past year the Arkansas Historic Preservation Program has
worked with both private citizens and the State Parks officials on
development plans for Prairie Grove Battlefield Park. Our professional
staff has made several specific suggestions for location of a proposed
amphitheatre in this historic battlefield park.

On December 21, 1976, I provided copies of staff memos on placement
of the proposed amphitheatre to Mr. William E. Henderson, Director of the
Department of Parks & Tourism. Last spring my staff and I met with
several members of Mr. Henderson's staff to explain and discuss our
recommendations for placement of the proposed amphitheatre and protection
of the historic resources of the park.

Since that time our staff has had several informal conversations
with Parks personnel on the development of the park. Because no federal
funds are involved in the amphitheatre project, our comments are
advisory only. However, we have been assured by the director of the
Parks planning and development staff that our advice on the historic
resources of the park will be taken into consideration as plans for
development are formalized.

We appreciate your support in our efforts to protect National
Register properties in Arkansas.

Sincerely,

c State Historic Preservation Officer

Arkansas Historic Preservation Program

AB/gi

cc: Bill Henderson

Richard Davies
Patrick Horan

A DIVISION OF THE DEPARTMENT OF ARKANSAS NATURAL & CULTURAL HERITAGE
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STATE OF ARKANSAS
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

LitTTLE Rock

>

DAvID PRYOR

GOVERNOR February 11, 1977

Mr. Patrick Horan
805 Vandeventer
Fayetteville, Arkansas 72701

Dear Mr. Horan:

. Thank you for your kind comments on the Arkansas Plan and also your invitation
and information concerning the Prairie Grove Bicentennial Reunion at Prairie
Grove Battlefield State Park. Because of previous commitments I could not
attend, but the newspaper account indicated it was quite a success.

In reference to your concern about the Borden House and surrounding area, our
State Parks Division has had the area appraised and plans to purchase the
Borden House and the area immediately around it, if it can be worked out with
the owners. Tunds for this purchase will have to be derived from other pro-

jects within the park. The State Parks Division feels ‘that the Borden House
acqu131t10n is important enough to ‘do this.

As far as the other area and areas of the Battlefield are concerned, the State
Parks Division has completed the appraisal on some property to the south but
mainly to the north of the house. Funds have not been appropriated for this

purchase, but I understand that several of the local leglslators are comnsider-.
ing introducing a bill to appropriate the funds.

I must point out that I have already made my recommendation on the State Parks
Capital Improvement Program and the other construction programs around the
state baned on the amount of funds avaflable. Therefore, I cannot aassure you

»oonnat this time that fundo will be avaflable for thc purchnac of the further lunds TN
|r; surrounding the Borden House. : . ; _ B

Thank yOu‘for your interest and concern in Prairie Grove Battlefield‘State Park.

ng’fl- erely,
L 2
David Pryor

DP:d1k

cc: Richard Davies, State Parks Division




Dear Mr. Hammerschmitt,

I am sending this letter and encloosure so that you may
become aware of efforts to purchase and restore the Borden House
and orchard grounds at the Prairie Grove Battlefield Park,
it is possible that a legislative bill, co~sponsored by
3tnte Rep. John W. Ramsey and State Sen. Horrisz Ilenry, will be
introduced during the preumsnt session in Little Rock, and I think ... @
we need all of the support possible, now. The Btate of Arkensas }3 ’
nas a rare opportunity to purchasc and restore a ftrotaclass "
Battlefield and an important historic landmark for the State
Parks saystem, Is it possible for you to exert influoncc for
maximun purchase? Could you requaest that the Borden !louse
be placed on the National Register while the State legislatures
are in sessloh now? I think that the resulting publloity will
help acquire the Borden Mouse and as much of the Battleground as
posaible, Please direct your attention to:

Keeper, National Reglister
National Park Service
Waghington, D.C. 20240

I recelved ¥our Jan. 1977 Report and noted your interest in
our historic Heritage You mentioned the fact that, "twenty-five
properties in the third District were accepted in 1976", Ve should
begin the year 1977 with the acquition of another first-clags
dattlefield afiPrairie Grove 2nd an an important higtoric
landmark, the Borden House, which exists adjacent to the present
mrcrmmmdm

I am a friend of J, Dickson Black of Bentonville, and was
present at.the Bicentennial observance at Pea Ridge on October 9,
1976. You wero present and J. D. told me that you delayecd 2
trip to Lowisiana in order to come to the observance. Please note
that the obsecrvance at Pea Ridge became the ingpiration for the
Bicentennial Reunion at Prairie Grove on Dec, 5, 1976, I feel
that you will do all that is possible now for the Prairioc Grove
Battlefield Park, :

Yours Very truly,

“strnch Horan



Patrick Horan
805 vandeventer
Payetteville, Ark. 72701

e FEBRUVARY 2¢, 1977

Senator Dale Bumpers
Onited States Senate
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Bumpers:

I am writing this letter in order to ask for your assistance to
obtain a maximum purchase for the Prairie Grove Battlefield Park.
Time is of the escence., The pregent State legislative seecion
comes to a close in mid-March and, it iec poesible that a bill will be
introduced to acquire the Borden IHouse and some of the land to the

North of the o0ld house, Thisg will be a major acquition Tfor the

Prairie Grove Battlefield Park which everybody will be proud to obtain

- but, I think the State will be falling short if the adjacent orchard
grounds to the South of the Porden house is not included in this
purchase, The apple crchard was a prominent feature in the battle on
the Confederate right flank, It is mentioned in the battle reports
and by returning veterangs 25 years later. There are elderly people
today in Preirie Grove who otill remecmber the bpqutiful "Shannon"
apples in that old orchard.

We must also rccognize thet the Borden house has alwuys been a
farmhouse and has much to say about the history of farming and growing
apples in Northwest Arkansas., We would only be telling pert of the
gtory of the Borden house if the Stote cannot obtain the old orchard
grounds., I believe a rare opportunity exists now.to obtain both,
if eufficient funds are available., I hope the owner, W¥rs. Grissom,

.will still allow this purchase since, she has inaicated thet if a
felr price ig offered this orchard ground could be included in the

A preqent purchase plans. Could you help us locate funds for this
.." purchase, Senator Bumpers?

% 'If the Borden house were 1mmed1ately placed on the National :
. Historic Register, it should then he elgibhle for matchine rsront funds - = -
. eand thercfore, hﬂli the nmoney now being approprinated could ihen be
.used to purehase the oild apple orchard grounds South of the bLorden
" House., Is this possible? We could then be planting apple itrees .
_ at the same time the Borden House is being restored. I feel confident

that you will help va in this effort, Senator Pumpers, and good luck.

'.,\

Yourq\very Sruly,

,)‘_,ﬁ--

: E; Patrick Horan




: Patrick Horan
i, 805 Vandeventer
i Payctteville, Ark.
‘“ 72701
: ' - February 28, 1977
Hon., John L. !McClellan

United States Senate
Viashington, D.C.

Dear Mr. McClellan ::

I am writing this letter in order to ask for your assistance
to obtain a maximum purchase for the Prairie Grove Battlefield Park,
- . There is very little time left. The present State leglslative session
’f;% adjourns in mid-larch and it is possible that a bill, co—sponsored by
.. State Rep. John W. Ramsey and State Senator NMorris chry, will be
introduced to purchase and restore the Borden ilouse and acquire some
.~ land north of this historic farmhouse. This will be a major acquition
-,"". for the Prairie Grove Battlefield Park. Nevertheless, I feel that it
... 13 esgential to also include the old apple orchard grounds South of the
. Borden House in order to fully express the significance of this old
house, Ve must recognize that the Borden House has been a farmhouoce
. Tor approximately 120 years and has much to tell about the history of
... farming and growing apples in Northwest Arkansas. The house and
orchard grounds should be the minimum purchase, even though the
present orchard grounds happens to have a higher land value per acre.
If the owner, Mrs. lelen CGrissom, will still allow the sale of the
- orchard grounds South of the Borden House then, I believe the State of
u. . Arkansas should take advantage of this rare opportunity. Could you

% ~agsure the State Parks Dept. of adequate funds for thls purchase
<. Senator McClellan””

. Could you also request that the Borden House be immediately placed
on the National Reglster while the State legislators are still in session?
It is possgible that the resulting publicity will help acquire the Borden
House and as nuch of the Battleground as possible at this time.

Pleasge contact: Keeper, National Register

SR National Park Service

Qrw": Washington, D.C.

i T | understdnd that the Dorden House will be elgible for 50% matching
s“funds if this nomination is successful.,

I personally do not think that funds should be obtained from existing
_projects within the Park as Gov. Pryom suggests. Funds are not adequate
in the Prairie Grove Battlefield Park.,at present,and we should be directed
f'towards the funding of a first-class Battlefield., Governor Pryor igs not

* “including the apple orchard in his proposal and I think tnis is not

Lot acquiring a minimum purchagse. I certaintly appreciate his efforts to

% purchese the Borden House, Could you help us, Senator McClellan?

;ﬁ;,_ AND RESTORE

_Yours very truly,

./?4/ égj?%22:=§“-~)

Patrlick Horan
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THIRD DISTRICT, ARKANSAS PUBLIC WORKS

(c PAUL HAMMERSCHMIDT COMMITTEEis-

BUBCOMMITTEES:

HOME ADDRESS: AVIATICN

HARRISON, ARKANSAS @ﬂngregﬁ ﬂf tbe @{nitgh é%)tatzz ECONOMIC GEVELOPMENT

WATER RESOURCES
WASHINGTON ADDRESS:

2453 1RAYBUKN DBUILDING 3 l il 4 1 § VETERANS' AFFAIRS .
ViAasuinaron, D.C. 20818 . %‘)ﬂ ng Ut Repreztntatlbeg SUBCOMMITTEES: &
Prione; 2253-4301 f r i CEMLTERIES
E‘Ifdﬂbmgtmt, m.@. 205]5 COMPENSATION /\N‘D PENSION-
; ; INSURANCE
March &, 1977 |

SELECT COMMITTEE ON AGING

Mr. Patrick Horan 5
805 Vandeventer
Fayetteville, Arkansas 72701

Dear Mr. Horan:

It was with appreciation that I received your letter
and its enclosed detailed information on the Archibald Borden
House and the Prairie Grove State Battlefield Park. The
material provided has been reviewed with great interest,
having particularly noted your concerned efforts over several
months to make possible the restoration of the Borden House
and to have it placed on the National Register of Historic
Places.

Mr. Horan, the involvement of the State Legislature,
the appropriate State agency officials, and other concerned
citizens certainly lends itself to the success of this project
and to the preservation of the Battlefield. It is my pleasure
to be in contact with the authorities at the National Park
Service at this time, to request full consideration of the : e
naming of the Borden House to the National Register. : e

Be assured of my dnterest in thie project, and 1 . Q{g
will let you know just as soon as I have anything to report. A

With kindest regards,

2 Sincerely yours,

QOHL\*%%‘E‘\HAMERS CHMIDT

Member of Congress

JPH/egs (W——
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HENRY M. JACKSON, WASH,, CHAIRMAN

FRANK CHURCH, IDAHO PAUL J. FANNIN, ARIZ,
LEE METCALF, MONT. CLIFFORD P. HANSEN, WYO,
J. BENNLTT JOHNSTON, LA, MARK O. HATFIELD, OREG.
JAMES ABOURECZIK, S, DAK, JAMES A. MC CLURE, IDAHO
FLOYD K, HASKLLL, COLO. DEWEY F. BAHRTLETT, OKLA, .
JONN GLENN, OHIO q * p
R o Alnafe ales Henale
DALE BUMPERS, ARK,
GHENVILLE GAHSIDE, SPECIAL COUNSEL AND STAFF DIRECTOR COMMITTEEON

WILLIAM J. VAN NESS, CHIEF COUNSEL INTERIOR AND INSULAR AFFAIRS

. WASHINGTON, D.C, 20510

Maveh &, 1977

Mr. Patrick. Horan
805 Vandeventer -
Fayetteville, Arkansas 72701

Dear Mr. Horan:

I have your February 26 letter regarding the
progress of the Prairie Grove Battlefield Park. This
popular and noteworthy location deserves the attention
it has received in the past.

After I received your letter, I contacted the
National Historic Register concerning the application of
the Borden House. Because of the significance of the
battlefield and of the Borden House, I expect this
structure will be added to the Register in the near future.
I understand a delay occurred because of the uncertainty

of whether the house had been covered under the battleground -

nomination. When the Borden House is added, I am certain
the Arkansas Historic Preservation Program and the
National Historic Register will be glad to assist in your
future plans.

Thank you for keeping me up to date on this matter.
Please let me know if I can be of assistance in the future.

Dale Bumpersz

r Sincer

DB:tcg
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United States Department of the Interior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON, D.CL. " 20240

IN REPLY REFER 10: March ll, 1977

Honorable John Paul Hammerschmidb
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr, Hammerschmidt:

I am pleased to acknowledge your inquiry on behalf of
Mr, Patrick Horan concerning nomination of the
Archibald Borden House to the National Register of

Historic Places. '

We appreciate your interest and will provide you a
reply at the earliest opportunity.

Sincerely yours,

Gary Everhardt
Director




_JOHN L. McCLELLAN P. WALLACE (BUDDY) WHITEAKER

w

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
AREA CoDE 202, 224-7827

ARKANSAS
———————

APPROPRIATIONS

; MAX PARRISH
CHA|RMANS':UAB::::I~::EE ON DEFENSE ?J Eni{cb ’%{a{cg’, %cna{e LEGISLATIVE ASSISTANT

AREA CODE 202, 224-7830
JUDICIARY WASHINGTON, D.C. 20310

' CHAIRMAN—SUBCOMMITTEE ON PATENTS,
Al

TRADEMARKS AND COPYRIGHTS

CHAIRMAN—SUBCOMMITTEE ON CRIMINAL - March ll, 1977

LAWS AND PROCEDURES

GOVERNMENT
OPERATIONS

Mr. Patrick Horan
805 Vandeventer
Fayetteville, AR, 72701

Dear Mr. Horan:

This acknowledges your recent letter regarding the placement of the
Borden House at Prairie Grove Battlefield Park on the National Register.

In an effort to be of some assistance, I have written to the Director
of the National Park Service expressing my interest in this application.
The purchase of this property is within the purview of the state legislature
and state agency, and the final decision to acquire this property has not,
to my knowledge, been made. Therefore, it would be inappropriate for

me to offer you any assurance of funding, even if it were in my power to
do so.

I commend your interest in preserving the rich cultural heritage of
Arkansas. IfI can be of any further assistance, please let me know.

With warm regards, I am
Sincerely,

o el lrnn

John L. McClellan

JLMc/jj




JOHN PAUL HAMMERSCHMIDT

THIRD DISTRICT, ARKANSAS PUBLIC WORKS

COMMITTEES:

SUBCOMMITTEES)

G HOME ADDRESS:; ¥ » ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
; 4 INVESTIG

e Congress of the Wnited States il 2 Ll
WASHINGTON ADDRESS: WATER RESOURCES

409 CANNON BuILDING ﬂ)ﬂuﬁe Dt prregentatihts VETERANS' AFF{\IRé

WaAsHInGTON, D.C. 20313

SUBCOMMITTEES:

FHONE: 225-4301 Q@Iagbfngtgn' ZD'(ﬁ‘ 20515 COMPENSATION AND PENSION

g

HOSPITALS
HOUSING

March 16, 1977

Mr. Patrick Horan
805 Vandeventer
FFayetteville, Arkansas 72701

Dear Mr. Horan:

To keep you apprised of the developments from this
end, enclosed is the interim report I have recently received
from the Director of the National Park Service to my contact
regarding nomination of the Archibald Borden House to the
National Register of Historic Places.

Upon receipt of more substantlve information, I will
be back in touch with you.

With all good wishes,

Sincerely yours,

H A AMMERSCHMIDT
Member of Congress

JPH/egs

Enclosuxr®




ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE __ ARKANSAS
MAR 17 1977

’%‘;‘%’ﬁm

Date Entdred

Name Tocation m g
SRR Ly s Borden liouge : Prairie Grove vicinity
ﬁ%"f * R i ' ol Washington County
B
i
! '
s
Also Notified
State Historic Preservation Officer
Hon. Dale Bumpers Ms. Anne Bartley
Hon. John P. Hammerschmidt ~Acting Director, Arkansas Historic

Preservation Program
Suite 500, Continental Building
Markham and Main Streets
Little Rock, Arkansas 72201

Sz, Porvac




ARKANSAS HISTORIC
PRESERVATION PROGRAM

Suite 500, Continental Building, Main and Markham
Little Rock, Arkansas 72201 Telephone: (501) 371-2763

March 29, 1977

Mr. Pat Horan
805 Vandeventer
Fayetteville, Arkansas 72701

re: Borden House
Washington County

Dear Pat:

The Arkansas Historic Preservation Program recently received notification
from the National Register Office in Washington, D. C. that the Borden
House has been approved for inclusion in the National Register of
Historic Places. The addition of this property brings the number of
National Register properties in Arkansas to 237.

We are very pleased to share this information with you because of your
interest in historic preservation. Please call on us if we may be of
any future assistance.

Sincerely,

.

wma—

Dianna Kirk, Historian
Arkansas Historic Preservation Program

DK:cm

Enclosure

A DIVISION OF THE DEPARTMENT OF ARK NSAS NATURAL & CULTURAL HERITAGE
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United States Department of the Interior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON, D.C. - 20240

REPLY REFER TO!

H34-880

MAR 25 1971

Honorable John Paul Hammerschmidt
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Hammerschmidt:
Thank you for your letter on behalf of Mr, Patrick Horan concern-
ing the nomination of the Archibald Borden House in Washington

County, Arkansas.

We are pleased to inform you that Borden House was listed in the
National Register on March 18, 1977.

We appreciate your interest in the historic preservation programs
of the National Park Service.

ACTING ASSCCIATE
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JOHN PAUL HAMMERSCHMIDT
THIRD DISTRICT, ARKANSAS

HOME ADDRESS:
HARRISON, ARKANSAS

WASHINGTON ADDRESS:
2160 RaypunnN BuILDING
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20515
Prone 22%5-4301

Mr. Patrick Horan
805 Vandeventer

Congress of the United States

Pouge of Vepregentatives
Wasghington, D.EC. 20515

Mareh 30, 1977

Fayetteville, Arkansas 72701

Dear Mr. Horan:

ot R I L

COMMITTEES:

PUBLIC WORKS AND
TRANSPORTATION

SUBCOMMITTIES:

AVIATION

FCONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

WATLR RESOURCES

VETERANS' AFFAIRS

HSUBCOMMITTELS,

CEMETERIES AND BURIAL BENCFITS

COMPENSATION, PENSION, AND
INSURANCL

MEDICAL FACILITIES AND BENEFITS

SELECCT COMMITTEE ON AGING

Although perhaps you are already aware that the
Archibald Borden House was listed in the National Register
on March 18, I am pleased to provide you .with the attached
report from the National Park Service.

I was delighted when I learned of this listing
and was pleased to have had the opportunity to express my
interest in this historic home.

Please be sure, Mr. Horan,

services of my office are always open.

With kindest regards,

JPH/egs #

Attachment

Ehat the dooxrs and

Sincerely yours,




JOHN L. McCLELLAN

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
ARKANSAS
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APFROPRIATIONS
CHAIRMAN

¥ ? ' 4 LE(‘BISL::“I:: :’Jl\fl!; :'lAsr::'
CHAIRMAN—SUBCOMMITTEE ON DEFENSE ’?J cnttcb /Sb{“[ez’ ﬁcna[c

AREA CODE 202, 224-7830

JUDICIARY WASHINGTOM, D.C. 20310

CHAIRMAN—SURCOMIAITTYE Ot PATENTS,

THADEMARKS AHD COPYRIGHTS

CHAIRMAN—SUBCOMMITTEE ON CRIMINAL April 5 y 19 7 7
LAWS AND PLUCEDURES b
GOVERNMIEILI

OPERATIONS

' Mr. Patrick Horan:
805 Vandeventer
Fayetteville, AR. 72701

Dear Mr, Horan:

I have received notification regarding recent entries in the National
Register and am delighted to note that the Borden House has been selected.

Please find enclosed for your information a copy of the notification sent
to me. I extend to you and your associates my congratulations and continued

best wishes for your efforts to preserve properties and areas of historical signi-
ficance in Arkensas.

With warmest regards, I am

Sincerely,
John L. McClellan

JLMc/jj
Enclosure

P. WALLACE (BUDDY) WHITEAKER

AReA CoDEe 202, 224-7827



patrick Horan  1§§ma;41
805 Vandeventer ' " [
Fayetteville, Ark. 72701

April 10, 1977 .. R
Honorable John Paul Hammerschmidt i

Houasc of Representatives
WWashington, D.C.

Dear Yr. llammerschmidt: g~

T el
oy A

S

.
-

I have been wanting to write and to thank you for your wonderful
agsigstance in obtainings the National Register designation for the
o]d Archibald Borden house ot Prairie Grove. Your kind letters
and personal involvement were morec than welcome during that faot
month of March, and we are very proud of you 2nd very thankful,
I have enclosed gsome loc2l newspaners which demonatrate how fortunate
we. were. to have good ncws for Prairie firove, and I feel that the
National Register designation relieves the disanpointmenis felt by
Gov. Pryor's veto of Park appropriations, FEveryone iga trying to do
their best out there, and I count Gov. Pryor among our stron:
supporteru. Tor thisg reason I have thought to xncludo the Governor'°
letter in this package which may explain some of hia reagons for hig
action., Please do not worry about this. :
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Wr., Hammerschmidt, when I turned to you in. mid-February, I was
certain that you would understand our request and act on it imﬂodiately
There was little time left for this past ler1q1qtivo session and I
had not then received Gov. Pryor's letter. I thought to initiate
Congressional help when it began to geem as thourh the cld Torden
house waa posgssibly buried under a large number of nominntions
submitted during 1976. This was easy to imagine and to undergtand but,‘
I knew that important declosionsg were being madce t Prairie Grove,tnd
that the Borden house ncecded immediate Qttcntxon. Your strong
support made certain that the Borden house was given its proper
congideration, and your kind letters gave us a feeling of grect relief.

"“ﬁ:*
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: I have elso enclosed some of my correspondence to Senator Bumpers
and Senator WeClellan and their most welcome resvonse, Thesze let*ers
were scnt to see if funds werc available for purchase of the orchard
grounds angd as much of the Confedcrate right flank as possible to
obtain. am not certain if Mrs, Grissom is willing to sell this 9
property but, I still fcel that funis for this purchase should be - b
available if such an opportunity exists. We ere 2lso proud of their A
immediate help in obtaining the National Rerlster désignation for the B
old Dorden House end we certaintly feel that tho Arkansas Congressionalld
dollgation came through with flyinw colors! lir, Ha “norsrhmidh, you E
may Justly feel that your personal agsistance wns depperately necdel i,
andlhas already insured the integ rltj of the Precirie Grove Battlefield B
Park.

3
T

T

' Yours very truly, '

’, “’———_____—-ﬁ..\
4 ,//47,,,

,/7 Pafricl oran
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p :
Fayetteville, Ark. 72701

Hon, John L. llcClellan.

Untted States Senate
wWashlington, D.C,

Dear !r. NMcClollan::

I wish to express our deed apnrociation for your holvn in
obtaining the National Rerister ﬂcﬁ'"“atloq for the old Borden loupo
at,Pral”ic Grove, This help wag prayod for, and our prayers were

.., more than answered on St. Patrick!s Day! Ve are still amazed at

vour immediate response to our request, and we now feel that the
best possible solutions will bhe found and will surely follow.

r. MdcClellan.., I hove thought to include gome local newspapers

in this package so that you may already see the positive cffects

of your efiortq. The good newg from the lational Reglsteor has
helped +to relieve the disanpointments of !Iareh, and we now believe
that these disappointments are on’y tenporary. You may take a
generoug portion of credit for making this g¢ood news »ossible, and we,
deenl" appreciate your timely intervention on behalf of the Borden
House during the nast month of March. It was nost important to have
that designation out there,now!

Mr, McClelland, please do not worry ahout Gov. Pryor's recent
veto of Park aypropriations. I helieve that he is aware of the
problems at the Preirie Grove Battlefield Park and that he is
presently searching for the hest possible solution there, T do
worry ahout the fact that thore is still no Tence mround the Borden
House,and that it is now well known to ovoryone and at the mercy of
furthcr vandalism, I hone that being on the liational Register will
hesten a fence around the Borden Houge before poscible tranedj.

In any case, I hava the ascistance of a pro,orvntion architecture
tean from the University, and we are slready measuring and recording
the Borden House in order to insure its accurate restoration,

We o¥%e very proud to hoave yvou rally with ug, Senator, around the
flags of Prairie Grove. With your hn]n, and the help of 30nator

and direct response o our appnal T bolirvn uLio u]ﬁo aswurcs tne

future of the Prairie Grove Battlefield Park, Your nersonal
contribution is already invaluable,

Yours very truly,

/m///ww\_,

’”trirk lloran
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Mr. R. D. Keever
\Page 2
GMay 9, 1977

I appreciate your interest and concern and I feel that this decision was made only after
considering all alternatives and welghing the pros and cons of them against the operation
of the park and the historilcal integrity of the site.

Thank you again for bringing this to my attention.

'ﬁ'u‘w.‘

Sinee¢rely, .

CQ,«\,N\\« A ’:)/,\g «p?"x

David Pryor
DP:dlw
Enclosure

cc: Richard Davies

©
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Patrick Horan ty
805 Vandeventer v
quettevxlle, Ark. 72701 f

oy 15, 1977

Col. Larry L., DBrowne Jr.,president
Washington County Vigstorical Soecicty
210 Neat Unople Gt

Fayetteville, Arkonoas

Dear Col. Browne, : : :

e do not have any more time! The Rovine at the Prairic Grove
‘Battleficld Park is going to be destroyed in Lhe ncer future by the
proposecd amﬂnLtPOLtor/ﬁuviTion and thigs doerovq a very cignificant
Teature of thic Battleficld. The ravine is documented as being the
location of the apex of Gen, llerront's Union charges and, is the place
vhere the 34th Ark. of VWashington Co. C.S.A. reccived their bantism
of fire., Taese facts alone should prevent construction in this ravine,

ilevertheless, "hida for the prOJnc+ are schedvled 4o be opened June 1,
witn construction scheduled to begin by July 1",

There are other reasons to oppose the location of this project,

and some are listed in Lhe bnR Roundtable letter of ! May 2 which I
nave enclosed, How, there exists & potentinl site nearby and, just
South of t¢ two dirt roads (A & B ), which traverse this Ravine.

Te have offered three other nliernative sites which are compatable
with the Battleficld and, thls fourth site,ot leagt, preserves the
Ravine and saves a very o“~ﬂntL11 feature of this Battlefield.

Thigs last choice avoidgs the scheduled construction between the

wo dirt roads (A % B), where the natural contours coic together

to form the mein f071ure of the Ravine, We must ask for this fourth
possivle location, immediately! '

Other rcasong for opnosing the scheduled locotion arec:

1. The degtructive "mig-zag" occwer line mllm_Jccvly cut the western
hil and will cffect the notural and higtoric chora ctor of this
Battlefield Park. The Tourth oouwtlon offers @ rig ﬂlone to
the VWeot ingtead of a hill.

2. During a battle re-cnactment, it hns been noted that the.oudicnce g
HOVES with the battle ﬁn',unoroforc, no structure saould block thish
natural novement through this ravine, /

3+ People moving acros t\c small woater course in the ravine, to tho
rest TOOhu, will fl&tt this delicate feature even thoush small
foot-oridges 1ray be nropogcl. This water courze will tend to
senarate the cudience from the gboge nerformance.

(1 20)



will be oubjecte? to5 continunl automobile distractions due to the A

The light bar, wires and poles, will be out of character with the
battle esacnce of thig ravinc., 0Other agssoclations with this
amphitheater/mavilion will certaintly be plenned for the future,

o

It 1o poseidble that 492 2udicnce on the Eantern side of the Ravine B

1

obvioun parkine arven in the field beliind thom, {

Wy
Position #4, South of the two dirt roads, may reducc thesc problomof
siﬁnif101“t1v and, with proper landscaning, should eliminate most
of the nodise nrobloﬂu neoociated with the par ¢ing lot and Nwy.
It con co=~ex st with the Ravine without destroying it!

C « Irovme, T would like to talk with the “ashington Co. Wl:toric

o 10?7 but, 2t the noment, I hLVC too many irons in the Tirte
Could you malke certain that all the infTor-ation, which I have

encloced, poertaining to the Prairic Crovc “ubtjofﬂe]u, are on
Tfile aad ecasily u‘uvlﬂhlﬁ for present nnd future ins ﬁcction?
Please exnlain the vnresent situation with the werbers of your
organization 2nd posa th* informntion on 1o other groupz vhien
ney help up, Ve ruaat avc your 1Vttﬂr, nov, and could you scnd

me a copy of it with the Weshington Co. F“utOTTC 1 Socilety

letterhcnd upon 1%7 I nlﬂ to cencrate & "RAVIRE® story in the
WITIA Times" before this month is out, ete. 80, keep uwo the Spirit,
and we may yvet, "9ave the Ravine’,

/;Luce¢olv,
Sl K

Patrick

Ioran
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WASHINGTON COUHTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY, ING.

HEADQUARTERS HOUSE
118 East Dickson Street

FAYETTEVILLE, ARKANSAS 72701

May 16, 1977

Mr. Bill Henderson

Director

Department of Parks & Tourism
State of Arkansas

Little Rock, AR F2201

Dear Mr. Henderson:

I have just learned that the ampitheater to be built
at Prairie Grove Battlefield Park will be located in the
ravine which was the focal point of the 1862 battle.

The members of the Washington County Historical Society
consider this decision to be a most regrettable one. All
features of the Park have been maintained with precise
historical accuracy. Such construction at the proposed site
most certainly would destroy the entire Park concept.

Fortunately, there are several alternate locations in
the immediate area of the Park and you are urged to consider
one of them instead of the ravine area which should be pre-
served intact.

A location which I feel would be acceptable to all is
just south of the southernmost dirt road running through
the Park. This location is just a short distance from the
present site and would require only a minor change in plans.
While still located in the ravine this location would not
interfere with the historical aspects as would the present
site, &5

Your further consideration of this mattef will be
deeply appreciated.

Yours truly,

Lawrence L. Browne, President:
Washington County Historical Society

LLB:dm

ce

Governor David Pryor



ARKANSAS HISTORIC
PRESERVATION PROGRAM

Suite 500, Continental Building, Main and Markham
Little Rock, Arkansas 72201 Telephone: (501) 371-2763

May 19, 1977

Mr. Pat Horan
805 Vandeventer
Fayetteville, AR 72701

R Dear Pat:

Thank you for your recent letter expressing your continued interest in the
Prairie Grove Battlefield Park. Your efforts and enthusiasm were instrumen-

tal in having the Borden House added to the National Register of Historic
Places.

Like you, we disagreed in the placement of the proposed amphitheatre for
Prairie Grove Battlefield Park. Our staff recommendation and advice was to
place the structure in the west end of the park adjacent to the existing
buildings. However, the final decision of the placement of the amphitheatre
lies with the Department of Parks and Tourism, and they have chosen to locate
the structure in the ravine. There are no further steps our office can take.

We appreciate your interest and assistance on this project and encourage

your continued involvement in the interpretation of Prairie Grove Battlefield
Park.

Sincerely,

;—‘Q;EE‘Eéiﬁlﬂyyugineetcr
ansas Historic Preservation Program
+

AB/1lg




Patrick Horan
605 Vandevenicr s
Fayetteville, Ark. 7270

June 3, 1977

Jerry Russell
#9 Lefever Lané
Little Rock, Arkansas

Dear Jerry,

i have enclosed some documentations on the old 34th Ark. C.S.A. of
Washington County. These accounts and rccerds prove the location of the
34th Avlc. in end around the RAVINE and the Borden orchard. apte SaPe
Pittman of Company %K, 34th Ark., reccords that his regt rcut was in
the RAVINE and in the fisld on the Confederate right flark in Gen. Tagen!
brisades If Capt. Pittmon's company "K" was moved fror the corner of the
Borden orchard where, “"wc were forumed aifter the last charge, and where
the hardest fi~ht1n3 of the day had occurred, to a point in the woods
2bout 150 yards (o the south and west vhere we were given peruwiggion to
"lie dovm crms®, and to take a rest wd very rmch necded...o" then we con
eogily imegine Co s A,B,C,D,E,F,C,I,1,d, , comprising 1,125 men of the
"Pi ~Ptihg 1nirty~Fourth, occupyinr thc fTeld wect of the ovchord end on
intc the RAVINE, Haj. Voodruff stated in a reoort on Tec. 20, 1062
thtilPeguns brigade suffered most®., and this accords with the {act that
the k VLHD waes the Apex of Gen., Ferron's UHLOP cherges. Do we have 1o gom

more cbout the RAVIRE?

Tes, we do. I haove scheduled a tentative V,iﬂ.?og o pubklic hearing
at indman Hall 0 be held on the 13th, I hope this zectiing a2t Prairie
Grove Pattlefield Park will be small an? helnful. Hono of this vYekirmish

business in public.... I an Por that,

I loved the Arkansas Gazette" editorial and George Figslhier's cartoon

in today's paper. Congrztulations ROUNDTADLE on a stunning Victory.
Anyhow, I guess this is g skirmish REEUNZ! Congrain ulotions!

Tou'2all have probably studie! the "Fighting 34th* but,here is some
material on it and have some fun. Jhatever nc cre 6011; injor Earle se:z
"it's 211 right",  Get some troops up here on the 13th of June Sosile

W e ; ‘/‘ ( £ //J 1’ //;/51 vy
é%é?giaL7¢mf7;1434u'{ *f;#y’;f%*d/; {loran s

cc to "la. Aane Bartley



STATE OF ARKANSAS
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

LITTLE ROCK

DAvID PRYOR
GOVERNOR

June 3, 1977

My. Patrick Horan
805 Vandeventer
Fayetteville, Arkansas 72701

Dear Mr., Horan:

In reference to your letter of May 12 concerning the amphitheater
at Prairie Grove State Park. Mr. Richard W. Davies, Director, Arkansas
State Parks has told me that the State Parks Division intends to post-
pone the bid opening and take another look at the placement of the

~ amphitheater. Thank you for your information.

Sincerely, t>
1:;::;llﬁaaekuzi;a

David Pryor .
DP:qmg

N

4 - = : o » i ) .
%""u _>) ’j, e ):’f//mhe’_ Zef///éM/ @W’u‘.
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Che Benton ounty Fistorical Doriety

June 4, 1977

Patrick Horan

805 Vandeventer
Fayetteville, Arkansas
72701

Enclosed is a copy of a letter to Lill Henrerson concerning
the amphi-theater at Prairie Grove. It constitutes unofficlal

endorsement of your stand and I will obtain full approval at our
next meeting.

Th OZARK SOCIETY is not primarily oriented toward strictly
historical matters but is definitely interested. I am not an official
of that society anymore but will be happy to bring up this subject
at our next meeting which will be June the &th at 7pm, Agri rark.

This is a potluck dinner meetinjand if some of youf people would

like to make an announcement about the amphitheater, 8 pm. would
probably be a good time.

Yours sincerely,

i ;
l’///f/g/ \_/ZMK«?}”C% :

ne/lc 4 Neil Compton, M.D.



e  The Benton Conuty Historical Soriety

June 4, 1977

Mr. Bill Henderson, Director
Department of Parks and Tourism
State of Arkansas, Little kock, Ark. 72201

Dear lr. Henderson:

I would like to take this means to endorse the position
of the Washington County Historical Soclety in reference to the
location of a proposed amphitheater on the PRAIRIE GROVE BATTLE-
FIELD.

Unfortunately, it was not possible to obtain as much zrea at
Prairie Grove as was the case at Pea Ridge, here in Benton County.
Thus conditions at Prairie Grove are already impacted and the
erection of further buildings on the site would be undesirable.
Since alternate locations are possible, our organization would
like to recommend their utilization.

Sincerely,

Neil Compton, IM.D.
r President, Benton County Hist. Soc iety




STATE OF ARKANSAS
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

LITTLE ROCK

June 9, 1977

DAviD PRYOR
GOVERNOR

Mr. Kenneth L. Smith
459 West Cleburn Street
Fayetteville, Arkansas 72701

Dear Mr. Smith:

In" eferenceAto yout letter of Mayt24 concerning the amphitheater at Prairie
Grove Battlefield, the State Parks Division intends to postpone the bid
opening and take another look at the placement of the amphitheater.

I can assure you that the State Parks Division considered the location in

' light of its historical importance, but unfortunately, any area at Prairie
‘Grove is on the site of the battle, and much of the park is already congested
with buildings. The staff discussed the placement with the Historical
Preservation Program staff, the State Historian and the Director of Natural
and Cultural Heritage. Prairie Grove, whether rightly or wrongly, has been
used for a recreational park as well as an historical park since its inception
long before the State Parks Division ever received control of it,

Act 593 of 1975 directs the State Parks Division to build an amphitheater at
Prairie Grove and the Parks Division is faced with finding the best location,
keeping both historical importance and recreational and interpretive use in
mind.

I appreciate your comments and I am sure that the most acceptable site for all
people concerned will be selected.

Simcerely, .

‘aﬂ; 4-'4F\-

id Pryor

o

DP:d1lk

cc: Richard Davies



Patrick Toran
805 Vandeventer
Fayetteville Ark. 72701

June 25, 1977

Senator Dale Bumpers i

United States Senate Re: Prairie Grove Battlefield

Washington, D.C. Archibald Borden lome
Manasaas NHP, VA,

Dear lr». Buapers:

I want to take this delayed occasion to cxpress our grateful
appreciation for your help in obtaining the National Registor designation
for the old Borden home at Prairie Grove. The newspapers enclosed in
this package will show how welcome this honor was received and how well
it relieved the disapnointments due to the veto of Park exnansion funds
in March. In faect, we are still amazed at the quick attention which you
and Senator icClellan and Representative Hammerschmidt gave to our appeal.
Nr. Burmpers, we can fairly imacine your friend, Jather Foley, celebrating
St. Patrick's Day 1977, in your Vashington oftice,and enjoying a tip of
"Shannon' avple cider from Archibald Borden's orchard, Ve certaintly
feel something like that muot have been hapnening in the offices of our
State Conaressional delesation on lMnarch 17th of this year! PFor sure,
it was_ o lucky day for everyone who cares for the higtoric rairie Grove
Battlefield Poxrk.

The delay in writing thig letter was occasioned by some difficulties
which we encountered around mid-April concerning the proner location
of the proposed amphitheater/pavilion on this Battleground. I feel that
full attention is now focuned on trying to 1ind the very best golution
there compatable with the mnin concept of this Battlefield pPark. '
I can say that, lately, there was risk in compromising the essence of
thig Battlefield Park,and we were 211t forced to brings attention to the
historic character of T!IE RAVINE, Perhans, the newspapers encloscd will
best tell this story. I trust that the proner solution will now be found
and that the Archibald ¥orden home will soon be saved.

Is ite possible to ask in this same lefter for you to consider
favorably an amendment to the Uarris Bill re Haonassas N!'P at a Comnmittec
mecting on June 28th? llr. Bumpers, please include the Marriott-owned
property in the bounlaries of Manasgas Naotional Pattleflield Park in
Virginia. I am becoming more awarc of the present nroblems of our
Battlefield Parks from letters sent to me by the Civil ¥ar Round Tible
Agsociates. I was able 1o mect members of thias oremnization when they
came up to the Bicentennial Reunion and have since come to rely on thetir
invaluable insights into the problems of the Prairie Grove Battlefield
Park., They have helped cveryone involved in these problems to become
more aware and, that iz why the alternate locations are now being given
-their just attention, Surely, the best solution will soon be found.

I 2lso feel that the Yanassas Battlelield shonld be expended becanae we
are presently running out of the rarec oportunities to do thin, I an
afraid that thtec world has get & Tust pace Tor those who cherish their
historic pagt. "




~».<4

- é In my next letter I will try to send you a copy of & tape recording -
-in my possession by the late Mrs. Sublett, who was born and raised in
Charleston, and who also lived in Pt. Smith. I!rs. Sublett recalls

C: Civil War stories around your hometown and talks about the bughwhackers

. and outlaws. !Mr. Bumpers, you have probably mot MMrs. Sublett,and. I am
certain that you know about the bullet holes in the door of a little

. church in Charleston, Ark,

aEn Well, I had better close this letter before it turns into a history
. book., Once again, we would like to express our avpreci"fion of your,
laeting and invaluable assistance in obtaining the honor and the

v'ﬁ attention which the old Archibald Borden house deserves. IMr. Bumpers,

© . you may justly feel that your personal efforts have already helped to
.. insure the integrity of the old Prairie Grove Battlefield.

qincerely,
v ol
/A/ {////A—t.»-\.

Latrick Horan

P T T T

(2-2)




HENRY M. JACKSON, WASH., CHAIRMAN

FRANK CHURCH, IDAHO CLIFFORD P. HANSEN, WYO.

LEE METCALF, MONT. MARK 0. HATFIELD, OREG.
‘ J. BENNETT JOHNSTON, LA. JAMES A. MC CLURE, IDAHO

' JAMES ABOUREZK, S. DAK. DEWEY F. BARTLETT, OKLA.

FLOYD K. HASKELL, COLO. LOWELL P. WEICKER, JR., CONN. . D &f { 3 {
)
4 DALE BUMPERS, ARK. PETE V. DOMENICI, N. MEX. 3 niie ales enate

WENDELL H. FORD, KY. PAUL LAXALT, NEV.

::;HN _ D:R:;:{'z'::w. M, OHIO COMMITTEE ON

WARD M. s
SPARK M. MATSUNAGA, HAWAII ENERGY AND NATURAL RESOURCES
GRENVILLE GARSIDE, STAFF DIRECTOR AND COUNSEL WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510

DANIEL A. DREYFUS, DEPUTY STAFF DIRECTOR FOR LEGISLATION
D. MICHAEL HARVEY, CHIEF COUNSEL
W. Q. CRAFT, JR., MINORITY COUNSEL

July 28, 1977

Mr. Patrick Horan
805 Vandeventer
Fayetteville, Arkansas 72701

Dear Mr. Horan:
Thank you for your nice letter of June 25 regarding

the National Register designation for the Archibald Borden
House in Prairie Grove.

I was pleased to play a role in this matter. Thank
you for sending copies of the newspaper accounts. They were
quite interesting.

) I also want to commend you for your efforts in
preserving this historic home. Efforts such as this are
important in helping future generations understand our
national heritage.

» I would be most interested in receiving the tape
recording by Mrs. Sublett recalling Civil War stories. I
am familiar with the story about the bullet holes in the
door of the little church in Charleston.

It is helpful to have your views on the proposed
™ expansion of the Manassas National Battlefield Park. Hearings
have been held on this bill, and the legislation will be
before the Senate Energy Committee very soon. I will certainly
keep your support for this bill in mind when this legislation
is considered.

I hope that you will not hesitate to write about
any other matters in which I can be of assistance.

Sincerely,

P e W .J‘-.“““ e

\;~ DB:ecg




Patrick Horan
805 Vandeventer
Fayetteville, Arkansas 72701

Mrs. Helen Grilssom ' August 30, 1977
1840 Gessner
liouston, Texas 77063

Dear Mrs. Grissom,

I an sorry for not writing sooner but the enclosed letters and
newspaper accounts should tell the full story. It seems that obtaining
the National Register designation for the Borden fiouse was to be easy
comparced with saving TIE RAVINE from the proposed amphitheater/pavilion
at Prairie Grove Battlefield Park. We werd forced to bring attention
to THE RAVINE in order to save it from destruction, even though we
have been talking about it for over nine months. As you know, the
battle re-enactment was held in this ravine during the Bicentennial
Reunion of Dec. 5,1976, but this positive act did not seem to change the
new project plans determined sometime in October, 1976. You can well
imagine, iirs. Grissom, that I am now completely "fought out", so please
forgive the delay in sending this package to you. I do believe that one
day our hard work will prove to be apvreciated, and that the essence of
the historic Prairie Grove Battlefield will be insured for future
generations.

When I called you on the telephone in late liarch to announce the
good news about the Borden House, I was not prepared to talk about any
other details about Prairie Grove which did not seen definite or
clear. The letters which I wrote to Sen. McClellan, Sen. Bumpers, and
Rep. Hammerschmidt were sent to see if just one of them might become
interested in helping the 0ld Borden House. If these letters appear to
be extravagent please realize, Mrs. Grissom, that I was trying to see if
we could obtain some funds during the last stages of the 1977 legislative
segsion, Little did I expect their immediate response to our appeall

_ I hope that you and your Mother are enjoying Texas and the city
life of Houston. Have you been to the beach? I guess that my beach
plans will have to wait until next year. This 0%l rebel has been
"Prairie Grov'in"too much,and will have to jump his horse in the ocean
gonetime next summer, .

L

" Binceraly,

Patrick/Horan



Patrick Horan
805 Vandeventer
FPayetteville, Arkansas 72701

Mr. Gary Everhardt, Director Sept. 7, 1977
U.S. Dept. of the Interior

National Park Service

Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Mr, Everhardt,

I want to thank you for having the Archibald Borden house,at the
Prairie Grove Battlefield,added to the National Register o8 Historic
Places. Please forgive the fact that I had no time to exchange letters
before the closing month of the 1977 Arkansas legislative session.

We were Jjust too involved in trying to have a blll passed by the State
to provide the needed funds which this 0ld house deserves. Then, we had
to quickly bring attention to the historic RAVINE.

You may judge this situation by reading the letters and newspaper
accounts which are enclosed in this package. I hope that you will better
understand the pmoblems at the Prairie Grove Battlefield and, will
recognize that there was no time for us to have a normal correspondencd.

Is it possible for ¥ou to request a copy of the forthcoming feasibility
study of the proposed amphitheater/pavilion project? I think this
review procedure will insure,the integrity of the Prairie Grove Battlefield
and will also insure the National Register status of this beautiful
State Battlefield Park. ‘

~_Sincerely,

/' Patricc Horan



STATE OF ARKANSAS
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

-
DAVID PRYOR September 1, 1977 LITTLE ROCK 72201

GOVERNOR

M. Patrick Hotran
805 Vandeventer
Fayetteville, Arkansas 72701

Dear Mr:.. Horan:

Thank you for your letter of July 23 regarding Prairie Grove
Battlefield Park. I apologize for my delay in responding.

I do feel confident that the matter of the amphitheatre will
be resolved to everyone's satisfaction.

As for the Archibald Borden house, I think you are probably

aware of the efforts of Mr. Brian Keller of the Department of
Parks and Tourism to secure the house and some surrounding
property for the State. Since Mrs. Helen Grissom's asking price
considerably exceeds the appraisal at this time, no agreement has
yet been worked out between her and the Department. Please be
assured, however, that we are continuing to pursue this matter.

With best wishes.
Sincerely,
David Pryor
DP:d1lb

s ————— T T S NP T
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Dr. George 1. Reynolds

Chairman

State Review Committea &
Arkansas listory Cormission

0ld state Housas

- hiktude kock, Arkansas 72201

Dear Dr. Reynolds:

We are pleased to inform you that the historic properties listed on
the enclosure have been placed on the Hational Register of Historic
Places. Senators John L. McClellan and J. W. Fulbright and
Representative John P. Hammerschmidt have also been notified. Pleasa
withhold any publicity on this until you have received a carbon copy

of the Congressional correspondence.

Sincerely yours,,

Ernest Allen Comnally
Chief, Office of Archeology
and Historic Preservation

Enclosure SEP 41970

Fntered in the National Register

cC:
HR

SMarusin:mm ‘ 8/26/70 DASIC FILE RETAINED IN HR
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Properties added to the National Register of Historic Places

ARKANSAS
W.H.H. Clayton Home
Prairie Grove Battlefield Park

Stone House

Fort Smith, Arkansas
Prairie Grove, Arkansas

FPayetteville, Arkansas
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southeast Reglona

Lirector,
L'“.Ir- }xﬁivi

L

LASIC PILE RUTAINED IN HR
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8/26/70

HR

£

H30-5R

fion. .;o‘m L. ¥MeClellan
United 5tates Sanate
W SILAngXX, B. Co

Daar Scuator #cClgllan: -

Wa are pleased to inform you that the historic promrtics listed on
the enclosure have bseen nominated Ly the State Lialson Officer
appointed by the Govarnor for the implementation of the Hational
Historic Preservation Progrem in Aarkansas and have besn entered into
the Gational Register of ilistoric Piaces. Senator J. W. Fulbrigit
and Representative John P. hoammerschmidt have also bwen provided with
this information. &y copy of this letter, tha State Liaison Officer,
Dr. Georga M. Reynolds, Chairman, State Review Coamittee, Arkansas
Histoxy Commission, ©ld State touse, Little Rock, Arxansas 72201,

>

nas likewise been notified. A leaflet explaining the Xational register

is enclosed.

Sincerely yours,

TORGE B. HARTZOG, R

(SOD) GEGRGE |
Diroctor ; g :
inclosures g
Intered in the dational Register SEP 4 1970
cc: i

Dr. George M. Reynolds, Chiarman, State Review Cormittee, Arkansas History
Commission, Old State House, Little Rock, Arkansas 72201
Swwlimate letter sent to: Hon. J. W. Fulbright Hon. John P. Hammexrschmi
7 imadmitatles Senate House of Representatives
’ S T o8



Properties added to the National Register of Historic Places

ARKANSAS
W.H.H. Clayton Home Fort Smith, Arkansas
Prairie Grove Battlefield Park Prairie Grove, Arkansas

Stone House Fayetteville, Arkansas
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JOHN L. McCLELLAN P. WALLACE (BUDDY) WHITEAKER

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
ARSI AREeA CopE 202, 224-7827
——————

APPROPRIATIONS
o~ CHAIRMAN

MAX PARRISH
L CHAIRMAN—SUBCOMMITTEE ON DEFENSE ?’l Cﬂi(@b ,%{a{cs ,-%cna{e : LEGISLATIVE ASSISTANT

AREA CODE 202, 224-7830
JUDICIARY WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510
CHAIRMAN—SUBCOMMITTEE ON PATENTS,

TRADEMARKS AND COPYRIGHTS

c s CRIMINA
HAIRMAN— unct::ls‘r::m::t::no:’:l;:“ls- October 7, 1977

GOVERNMENTAL
AFFAIRS

Mr. Patrick lloran
805 Vandeventer _
Fayetteville, Arkansas 72701

Dear Mr. Horan:

This acknowledges your recent letter regarding the proposal to

construct an amphitheater in the Ravine at Prairie Grove Battlefield
Park.

My staff has discussed this matter with the National Register
Office and officials there apparently share your view that the location
of this structure in the proposed location would prejudice the integrity
of the Ravine. However, because this is a state park and the funds to
be used in this project are appropriated by the state legislature, both
the National Register Office and I have little authority in this matter.

Nevertheless, the National Register Office has agreed to communi-
cate its views to the State Department of Parks and Tourism. As T under-
stand 1t, National Register officials will offer alternative suggestions
for sites at which the amphitheater may be located. Hopefully this effort
will help bring about a satisfactory resolution of this matter.

With all good wishes, I am

Sincerely,

g% T Mot b

John L. McClellan

JIN/jk




ARKANSAS DEPARTMENT OF PARKS & TOURISM

PARKS DIVISION
David Pryor 1510 Broadway  Little Rock, Arkansas 72202  Telephone (501) 371-1191 Richard W. Davies
Governor Director of State Parks
William E. Henderson October 12 - 1977

Director

Ms. Sherry Griffith
National Park Service
Department of Interior
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Sherry:

As a follow-up to our phone conversation October 11, 1977, I am
enclosing this letter which was mailed to Diana Kirk of the Arkansas
Department of Cultural and Natural Heritage, concerning the master
plan and development status at Prairie Grove Battlefield State Park.

This letter, supplemented by information I supplied you in our phone
conversation, should provide you a background of the status of this
park and future plans.

Sincerely,

Ry fCO0C,

Bryan Kellar
Park Planner

BK:ss

Enclosure
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ARKANSAS DEPARTMENT OF PARKS & TOURISM
PARKS DIVISION

David Pryor 1510 Broadway  Little Rock, Arkansas 72202  Telephone (501) 371-1191 Richard W. Davies
Governor Director of State Parks

1. October 11, 1977
William E. Henderson

Director

Ms. Diana Kirk

Department of Cultural and Natural Heritage
Suite 500, Continental Building

Main and Markham

Little Rock, AR 72203

Dear Diana:

Bryan Kellar informed me of your call of October 3rd concerning a request
from the National Park Service for current information on the master plan
at Prairie Grove Battlefield State Park. Bryan also indicated that if we
did not have a completed Master Plan, you were interested in sending your
department's comments and recommendations from the various visits you made
last year.

At the present time, here is where we stand: We met with the Prairie Grove
Battlefield Commission and a number of interested observers including Pat
Horan and after considerable discussion arrived at a compromise solution
for the amphitheater location which seemed to be acceptable to all parties
including those who had previously objected to the amphitheater. We are

in the process now of finalizing the engineering studies and cost estimates
on the feasibility of the compromise site. When this is complete, we will
meet again with the Prairie Grove Battlefield Commission to present our
findings and a firm recommendation. I assume that meeting will be announced
in advance and open to the public. At the same meeting, we intend to open
discussions with the Prairie Grove Battlefield Commission to obtain their
guidance on the direction of future developments at the park.

As you may be aware, the original conception of the Prairie Grove Battilefield
Park was not as a Battlefield re-creation but rather as a place in which to
collect structures and other memorabilia which would portray the life and
times of the Civil War era. The other alternative, of interpreting battle-
field sites as re-creations of conditions as they were at the time of the
battle, has of course recently gained adherents for Prairie Grove also. We
would hope at this and future sessions with the Prairie Grove Battlefield
Commission to explore the considerations which could influence a change in
direction at Prairie Grove. You may be sure that at all such sessions and
at the planning meetings which preceed them, we will be happy to receive
input from you and other members of the Historic Preservation Staff.



~

.

Ms. Diana Kirk October 12, 1977
Little Rock, AR 72203 Page 2

Until the basic thrust of our future effort at Prairie Grove is determined,
we will not be able to commence the detailed development of the Master Plan.
I would estimate that a fully complete master plan for Prairie Grove Battle-
field State Park is two or three years in the future. We are fortunate in
this effort in that we have recently obtained the services of a qualified
historian, Mr. Tom Dillard, who will in the next few months assume the
responsibilities of park planner for Prairie Grove.

In the meantime, although I can appreciate your desire to furnish the National
Park Service with such information as you have, I am concerned that it might:
be construed as binding the State to those directions of development which
your staff suggested last spring. If you feel you must send something, I
would ask that the material you forward be clearly labeled to indicate that
it may or may not represent the views of the agency charged with primary
responsibility for the operation of Prairie Grove Battlefield State Park.

Sincerely,

[F4
Bob Moody
Manager, Planning and Development

BM:ss
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OCT 271977

H32-880

Mr. William E. Henderson

Arkansas Department of Parks
and Tourism

State Capitol Building

Little Rock, Arkansas 72201

Dear Mr. Henderson:

It has been brought to our attention by Patrick Horan that the Arkansas
Department of Parks and Tourism is planning to build an amphitheater in
Prairie Grove Battlefield Park, a property listed in the Naticnal
Register of Historic Places. Enclosed is a copy of the nomination for
the property.

We have comsulted with the Arkansas historic preservation office and
Mr, Horan and we share their concern that the proposed amphitheater be
located so that it does not interfere with the historic resources of
the park. We urge the Department of Parks and Tourism to work with the
Arkansas Historic Preservation Officer, Ms. Anne Bartley, in evaluating
the placement of the amphitheater so that the park's National Register
status will not be endangered.

We appreciate your cooperation on behalf of historic preservation.

Sincerely yours,

(Sgd) Ronald u. Greenhang

11liam J. Murtagh
o Keeper of the National Register
ce: Ms. Anne Bartley, SHPO Arkansas ¢c: Senator John L. McClellan
3241 Dirkson ‘Building

bee: Regional Director, Southwest Region Washingington; D.C. 20510
I s W

001 - Reading File
880

Attn: Gary Johnson
FNP:C Griffith:yvr 10/6/77:523-5483

BASIC FILE RETAINED IN 880




IN REPLY REFER TO!

United States Department of the Interior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240

H32-880 Noy L 0 1977

Mr. Patrick Horan
805 Vandeventer Street
Fayetteville, Arkansas 72701

Dear Mr. Horan:

Thank you for your letter eoncerning the effort to preserve the historic integrity

of the Prairie Grove Battlefield Park. The information which you sent has been
reviewed by the National Register of Historic Places, and we agree with your
feeling that the proposed amphitheater should be located so that it will not interfere
with the historie resources of the battlefield.

The National Register does not review and comment on projects which affect
National Register properties; the review process is a funetion of the Advisory
Council on Historic Preservation. However, the Advisory Council can review

only projects that are federally funded, licensed, or assisted. We have been advised
that the amphitheater project is being funded by the State of Arkansas.

We have consulted with Dianna Kirk of the Arkansas State historic preservation
office and with Brian Keller of the Arkansas Department of Parks and Tourism.
We hope that the two offices will work together in determining the most suitable
location for the amphitheater within the park, and we have written to William

E. Henderson, Director of the parks department, urging him to consult with the
preservation office in this matter.

We have been advised that a feasibility study is not being conducted for the amphitheater
project. Mr. Keller told us, however, that informal consultations have been held

with various State agencies and concerned citizens and that a master plan is being
initiated to govern future development of the park. For further information,

please contact Mr. Keller at the Arkansas Department of Parks and Tourism,

State Capitol Building, Little Rock, Arkansas 72201, 501-371-1511.

We appreciate your interest in the fate of Prairie Grove Battlefield Park. If we
can be of further assistance, please do not hesitate to contact us.

Sincefely yours,

William J. Murtagh
Keeper of the National Register




Patrick Horan
805 Vandeventer
Fayetteville, Arkansas 72701

Ref: H32-880 Januery 2, 1978
Mr. William J. Murtagh #1 Notre Dame 38
Keeper of the National Register Texas 10

National Park Service
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Mr., Murtagh:

We appreciate your timely assistance concerning the location of
the proposed amphitheater/ pavidion at the Prairie Grove Battlefield
Park. It looks as though the hifg bench of the historic ravine is now
being seriously considered and, personally feel that your letters
helped to make this move possible. Although I still have some reservations
concerning the structure's visibility, from a2 Union soldier's point of
view while looking towards the ridge and up the Ravine, this new location
is a great improvement and may yet be adjusted. My focus is now on the
emergency concerning the old Archibald Borden farm house.

The Civil War Roundtable of Arkansas will probably speak for the
existing bandstand during the public hearing on January 12, 1978 since
there are still valid arguments for doing this but, my attention is now
with the 0ld Borden house. It seems that we may lose this National
treasure beeause of the lack of minimum protection ( a fence!) and the
continuing vandalism which is now occuring there. Sometime in November
the front porch was thrown down and I suppose it will be burned within
this new year. We intend to keep working to save this 0ld farm house
while it stands,and we will never give upl =~ Shoarg. :

Mr. Murtagh, is it at all possible for you to send our Governor
Pryom a personal letter to see if he can locate emergency funds for the
Archibald Borden farm house? I understand that the 8tate of Arkansas now
has a 45 million dollar surplus on hand -- so it seems that this can be--
and should be-- advanced, now, before eventual tragedy. In any case, we
want th thank you for listing this old farm house on the National Register
and helping to save the historic Ravine. We hope you enjoy the articles
describing our Blue & Gray Reunions out at the Prairie Grove battlefield.

Sincerely, :

Patrick Horan
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JAN ¢ 1978 b
H32-880

Ms. Anne Bartley

State Historic Preservation Officer
Arkansas Historic Preservation Program
Continental Building, Suite 500

Main and Markham

Little Rock, Arkansas 72201

Dear Ms. Bartley:

We received your letter comcerning the status of the plans for the

development of the Prairie d, Washington. County,
Arkansas. :
-——"-'—'———

We are aware of the situation and appreciate your continued efforts
to preserve the historic continuity and integrity of the Prairie
Grove Battlefield.

Sincerely yours,

{Sgd.) William J. Murtagh

William J. Murtagh
Keeper of the National Register

bcec: Regional Director-Southwest Region

001 Reading File
0
FNP: BHandy:mjd 523-0431 1-3-77
BASIC FILE RETAINED IN 880



Prairie Grove Battlefield/Archibald Borden house - N.R. properties

Carol Dubie asked me to read this information because she has not had
time to do so. Briefly, the situation is as follows:

Patrick Horan, an artist and Arkansas history buff, has been spear-
heading an effort to preserve the integrity of the Prairie Grove
Battlefield in Prairie Grove, Arkansas, for over a year. During the
course of this effort, he - among other things - wrote the National
Register nomination for the Archibald Borden house, which is located
on the battlefield. The house was listed in the Register in March of
this year.

Although obtaining funds to restore the house is one of his goals,
the controversy over a proposed amphitheater on the grounds of the
battlefield has been his primary concern. The amphitheater is to
be built by the Arkansas State Parks and Tourism Department, which
operates the battlefield as a park. The project was apparently
initiated by the state representative from the district in which
the battlefield is located.

The above mentioned Borden house is not on land owned by the state;

it apparently is adjacent to state land. The Parks Department
originally planned to build its amphitheater close to the house.
Criticism from historians and preservationists, however, resulted in
a revision of the Parks Department's plan. The Department decided

to build the amphitheater in a ravine, which would seem to lend itself
to the construction of such a facility. However, the ravine also
happened to be the site of one of the most crucial battles at

Prairie Grove. Arkansas historians and preservationists again
objected.

The Parks Department backed down a second time and decided to under-
take a feasibility study to determine the most appropriate location
for the amphitheater. The Department also seems to have moved toward
the concept of using the park for interpretation of history rather
than strictly for recreation.

Mr. Horan wrote to the N.P.S. to see if we could obtain a copy of the
feasibility study and review it. From what I gather, however, no
federal funds will be used to construct the amphitheater, so the matter
seems to be out of our hands. The state has appropriated $50,000 for
the project.
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P RAIRIE GROVE BATTLEFIELD PARK
NDecember 5, 1976

Perhaps some will consider this lateccembcr rcunion in celebration

of Dicentenninl, if not an exercise in "everybody-on-the-handwagon', then
surcly onc of "everybody-GIT-AFTER- the-bandwagon' ---- ., Yet, --- in
a more scrious tone; we do have in our sights that road which still lies open

before us.

While there are some who feel we ought to calm down, now that the
Dicentennial is more or less in place and behind us; there are others who
fcel the greater urgency NOW to continue our efforts on bhehalf of searching
out and discovering once again, or for the first time, all that is genuine,
all that is central and essential to our national expericnec so that welmight
yet be able to (111 the many many pages of our human story. --- and it shodld
be quite clear to all of us/that as we come together to relive, to recall, and
to rerdedicate - and even, in a sense, to re-consecrate this important segment
of our American story --- , that it should be quite clear to all who find us

here that we do wish to be taken seriously; so much so that this national

commemoration will turn out to be more than just a postmort'an of the past
two-hundred yecars - and this local rcunion on the Battlefield of Prairie Grove

will be more than just a 1/2 step back into our life history.

Somewhere in the Old Testament there is a prayer which offers thanks to
God'already in the present” for the favors Ie will be granting in answer to the
prayer. So strong is the trust of the person praying that he is thanking God

in advance ol the answer which lies in 1% future.
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---- and we are in an attitude much like that PRAY-ER --- focusing-in
on where we as a nation and as a "Pcople of God which is in America' ought

to be heading.

Perhaps an image makes a more vivid definition:
Dee
Some of you will be familiar with e Brown's book, "Bury My Heart at
Wounded Knee'. It is onc attempt at a history of the American Indian from
Dee .
the Indians' viewpoint. In the introduction, Jet Brown says, "Americans

who have always looked westward when reading about this period should read

this book facing castward',

Dee

The story of the Indian is a classical case and {e¢ Brown is telling us to
turn around and to step out of our shoes and cross over to where the other
person stands so we can look back at ourselves --- to alter our viewpoint --

have a'change of mind'.

But sometimes the effect of looking back is a sense of dismay and help-
lessness - What can we do? How can we erase the wrong? -- and, although
we are not personally responsible for the events themselves, can we be

responsible for their continuing effects?

-- looking back has a tendency to alarm us, and eventually paralyze -

and harden into an attitude of hopelessness. --- but let's ''git after the
wagon'! - and recall that our facing ""eastward' today is not for the purpose
of postmortems and 1/2 steps -- but rath¢r for searching out, rediscovering,

renewing, filling in, completeing the genuine, the central and the essential

e e  —



o to our personal story as a people. t

Perhaps it is nol so much a call to change from this position to that ----
from "con" to '"pro' on this issue and "pro' to "con'" on some other

rather -- a change in the way we take positions,

We find ourseclves in-between: . i
between the limits handed on to us from the past, and the possibilities open

to us by the future. We must balance the "hard realities' with the "ideal",

<

We yearn for simple and clear problems, but we get hard ones --- and the
hardest are usually right at home. --- and so we grope, or we give up. But

to give up is to give ourselves too much credit. It is as if to say that if we

i

cannol solve the situalion - it can’t be solved.

Today we are called upon to return -- not to the careflree innocence of ; ,

?,

youth, not even from cynicism to enthusiasm for the cause, bul back to the 1

it

" hard realities" - from the way we wish things were to the way they actually o i
are; to scc if they allow any rcason for turning them into the way things é

should be.

This, after all, is where the challenge of life is, where the real living

of it is and where the growth is.

In the celebration of the events of this date we face castward to the "hard

o:.,‘”l“‘;‘“lv‘ and see there a sipgn of our commitment 1o the work of the in-

hetween time.



In the commemoration of this reunion the future for
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- ROUNDTABLE
®f

Arkansns

P.O. BOX 7281 LITTLE ROCK. ARKANSAS 72207

SPECIAL NOTICE

A Blue~Gray Re<Union and Memorial Service will be held at the Prairie Grove Battlefioll
Park, Prairie Greve AR, on Sunday, December L4, beginning at 1:30 p.m. Plans call for

a pot luck picnic, the Prairie Grove High School Band, a uniformed unit or two, a talk
by State Representative Bill Ramsey ¢f Prairie Grove, and remarks by CWRT of Arkansas
member Pat Horan of Fayetteville, leader in the fight to protect tﬁe integrity of the
Prairie Grove battlefield and preserve the historic Borden House adjacent to the battle-
field.

There is a motel right across the highway from the park for those who would like to go
up and spend the night.

For mere details, centact Pat Horan in Fayetteville.‘

It is heped that some from our Round Table will be able te attend and participate in

this activity.
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il. VIIL; No, 6-=June 1977--WE'WHO STUDY MUST . ALSO STRIVE TO SAVE!-~Jerry Russell, Editor

'DERAL DISTRICT JUDGE JAMES P. COLEMAN, Gov-
nor of Mississippi from 1956-1960, will be
12 featured speaker at the third annual Na-
onal Congress of Civil War Round Tables, to
© held October 6-8, 1977, in Jackson MS.
dge Coleman will address the closing ban-
et of the Congress Saturday evening, Octo-
‘r 8, and will talk on "Mississippi-~Before,
ring and After the Civil War." The Congress
being sponsored by Civil War Round Table
sociates, a national organization of Civil
r students founded in 1968 by Little Rock AR
lic relations executive Jerry L. Russell.
2vious Congresses have been held in Manassas
in 1975, and in Carlisle PA in- 1976.  The
>me of all the Congresses is Civil War his-
ric site preservation. The meeting will be
idquartered at the Downtown Holiday Inn in
ckson.

HIGHLIGHT OF THE JACKSON MEETING will be a
nr of significant areas relating to the
cksburg campaign of 1862-1863, including the
cksburg National Military Park, conducted by
7in C. Bearss, a Civil War author and senior
storian for the National Park Service in
shington DC. Bearss is the former superin-
ndent of the Vicksburg NMP. Past Congresses
ve attracted delegates from 27 states, re-
:senting over 30 of the nearly 100 autono-
1s local CWRT's throughout the country.
iistrations have already been received for
ls year's Congress from 10 states, plus

iada and Australia.

. CONGRESS WILL OPEN THURSDAY EVENING, Octo-
;iBQXwith a talk by Dr. 0. E. Cunningham, -
D of history at Tulane University in
4 Orleans, and a past president of the New
leans CWRT, on "Personalities at Vicksburqg."

The Vicksburg Campaign will be the dominant
topic of speakers at the Congress, which is
open to anyone interested in Civil War his-
tory. On Friday morning, the delegates will
attend a breakfast and view a National Park
Service film on "The Raising of the Cairo,"

a Federal gunboat sunk in the Yazoo River in
1862, The Cairo was "discovered" and raised
in the late 1950's, and is now being restored
and located in the Vicksburg NMP.

A "BATTLEFIELD PRESERVATION PANEL," moderated
by Dr. Robert Meinhard, professor of history
at Winona State University, Winona MN, and
president of the Hiawatha Valley CWRT, will

be presented at 9 a.m. Friday. This panel, a
regular feature of the RT Congresses, will
examine the problems being faced by Civil War
historic sites, including the Manassas National
Battlefield Park in northern Virginia, current
ly the object of pending Federal legislation.
Other sites facing developmental and environ-
mental pressures, including Antietam battle-
field in Maryland, Gettysburg battlefield in
Pennsylvania, the Fredericksburg and Spotsyl-
vania battlefields in Virginia, the Cyclorama
painting in Atlanta GA, and _the Prairie Grove
Battlefield Park in Arkansas, will be discus-

sed during the morning-long preservation panel
and business session. At noon, Jacksor. busi-
nessman Don Garrett, a past president of the
Jackson CWRT which is hosting the Congress,
will speak on "The Ram Arkansas," a Confede-
rate ironclad which was active during the early

‘part of the Vicksburg campaign.

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF VICKSBURG, from the Union
and Confederate viewpoints, will be presented
diring a History Seminar Friday afternoon,

Panelists will bhe Albert P.. Scheller, a Park

e
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to Mr. Alexander, we expect he is not
numbered among the zealots, but
merely wants to keep the payroll going
at Blytheville Air Force Base in his dis-
‘riet and acts upon the hope that it will
bc¢  oost for the B-1 if the plane ever
gets built in the numbers sought by the
Pentagon.

A major problem in this country is
the easy sofution of building local econ-
omies with defense spending, which, if
the essentiality is not there, can be a
costly solution indeed for the nation as
a whole. It can prevent the funding of .
projects that would meet real national
needs and also provide employment in
the process, though not as fast. Senator
Dale Bumpers dwells on this point with
sense and eloquence in his opposition to
the B-1, and we hope that his voice will
be heard louder than Bill Alexander’s.
At least he made his views quite clear
to the President last week as a member
of a delegation which went to the White
House in opposition to the plane, soon
after Mr. Alexander and the other pro-
ponents had been heard there.

21 Saving a Battlefield

Controversy may be bringing some
beneficial results, as regards the future
of the Prairie Grove Battlefield State
Park in Washington County. A con-
structive dialogue seems to have begun
at last, between state officials and con-
cerned citizens, on the question of pres-
ervation versus development. The
latter in its worst form is represented
by a previously-approved plan to erect
an amphitheater in a ravine of the bat-
tleficld where some of the most impor-
tant fighting took place. But now the
state Parks and Tourism director has
told a local parks commission in that
area that his department is considering
another site for the structure.

Thi indication of flexibility, in the
face of criticism frorn historical pres-
ervationists across the state, is hearten-
.ing indeed. Still, we think that the
alternate location being studied — a
. grassed-over gravel pit which might be
reshaped to accommodate an amphi-
' theater — should be discussed at a pub-
'lic hearing on this question, and on how
‘the park will be handled in the future.
Every possible alternative needs to be
considered, as to the best ways to pre-

missile-equipped, would be effective
“through the 1980s and 1990s.”

Where then is the urgency? One
senses it is mainly in the rush for prof-
its and payrolls. The aircraft industry
and its dozens of subsidiary industries,
hungry for big contracts, are aided in
their high-pressure lobbying for the B-1
by a large segment of organized labor,
lured by the prospect of 70,000 new
jobs. Never mind that the jobs are tem-
porary and the B-1 may be another
dust-gatherer in a few years, represent-
ing a huge investment which might
have been put in something of enduring
worth for the American people.

Mr. Carter had better stick with 'his
sensible campaign position. He'd better
say nothing doing to all those who want
to work the B-1 for all the pork barrel

it’s worth, and the others who are reliv-

ing the air strategies of World War IL

If he goes ahead with this program

while trying to balance the budget out |

of social costs, there will be the devil to

ToE /3/
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serve the park’s historical integrity,
which is the purpose of its existence.
Any attempts to make it a place of
clamorous public recreation need to be
resisted.

W“t) were not particularly surprised
to nbte that the outdoor theater, for
which the legislature appropriated $55,-
000, was proposed for the benefit of
local musical and theatrical groups.
Does this mean, perhaps, that history-
seekers trying to recapture the mood of
the Civil War battle will be treated now
and then to a burst of country-western
music on the premises? Someone also
has said that the amphitheater was in
the “original plans” for the park. We
would remind anyone who is still wor-
shipful of original plans that these quite
frequently are the most misguided of
all, and that much of the world’s best
effort is devoted to the herculean task

of modifying or scrapping such plans. If
the original plans of the Army Engi-
neers, for example, had been revered
and followed, the Buffalo River would
have been destroyed some time ago by
two giant dams.

“ionsps GAzere” TowE (3 77) |
Solzhenitsyn and the Swiss

Unlike some other American critics
of Alexander Solzhenitsyn and his al-
most demonic program for action vis-
a-vis the Soviet Union, we have nevcer
bothered about the loot he had piled up
from book royalties that awaited him

Russia, has never (o our k wledg!
characterized us in those termis, whlch
is a strange show «{ reticence at that,

come to think of it.
We must say for

e Swiss tflat while
the “Gnomes of Z:-ich” may be and

"R B
'Frorﬁhe People

o the Editor of the Gazette:

" '| Build an amphitheatre in the

Ravine at Prairie Grove Battle-
field Park?

I shudder to think that our state
~_parks department harbors ham-
. handed mechanical draftsmen

“planners” so insensitive to the
special needs of historical area
interpretation that they would
even propose such a “solution.”

Prairie Grove was not meant to

be Disneyland Junior. Surely
these people have never nestled
against an oak tree on a Decem-
ber afternoon and let the haunting

* history of this ravine stimulate
' the mind. If you care about such

things, and many of us do, you
can 2!most hear old Jo Shelby
urging his Missouri-Arkansas
“Iror. Brigade” to wait til the
Yankees clear the rise before
stopping the charge. It’s hard to
look into that peaceful valley
without visualizing the 19th and
20th Towa Infaniry trudging up
the steep slope toward the Borden
House. Many of them would never
:see the top. Even today, you can
kick up Minie balls in the leaves
in that ravine.

Surely, in this charming unclut-
tered city we call Prairie Grove
there must be someplace for a
community amphitheatre besides
THE RAVINE. Why must it be
built in the park at all?

There are no villains in this
issue. Rep. Bill Ramsey is to be
commended for actively seeking
to help his constituents. Parks Di-
rector Richard Davies, whom I
consider the best parks director
we’ve ever had, is doing his best

! to reach an equitable solution.

' The Civil War Roundtable is to be
congratulated for reminding us
that battlefield parks are not
playgrounds or catchalls for a
mismatch of recreational goodies.

Maybe it’s all for the best.
Maybe the publicity will bring
some recognition to the people of
Prairie Grove for maintaining an
outstanding park. Aud, perhaps,
'the parks department will see fit
to give up a few boat docks ai!
shower stalls someplace to ex-
pand a small park that deserves
far more financial support than it
gets.

Better yet, let's build a whole
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(Communications on any
subject are welcome.
Letters should be brief and
typewritten with double
spacing if possible. All
letters are subject to
editing. Each letter must
have a signature and mail-
ing address although
signatures will be with-
held on request No pub-
lished letters will be re-
turned. No unpublished
letters will be returned un-
less stamped, self-
| addressed envelope is

I enclosed. — Editor.)

new park near Prairie Grove,
.amphitheatre and all — but not
on the battlefield.
John Heuston.
Little Rock.

To the Editor of the Gazette:

I was del'ghted that you ran in
your “People” column the letter
from Jeanette Marma con<crning
the effects on our society of let-
ting the “Gays” come further and
more openly out of the closet.
(Why must they soften the reality
of what they are by calling them-
selves gay instead of homosexu-
als?) Regarding the letter
following hers, from “Name With-
held” Little Rock, he or she is the
one confused about Christian love.
He or she has not studied the
Bible or Christian love; right,
“Name Withheld”? Just because
Christ ran the money changers
and vendors out of the temple be-
cause they were defiling it, does
not mean that he did nc: love
them and feel sorrow and p ty for
their lifestyle.

Christians pray for and try to
practice love for everyone even
the uniovely. This does nit en-
compass approval of complete
freedom of self for everyorne, es-
pecially if that freedom effects or
influences others. I woulc nct stop
loving a child who insisted on liv-
ing his own style by bringin: porn
magazines and booze into my
home before other children and
myself. But 1 would certainly
veto it

Just as homosexuality is devia-

Pimps, Etc.l

| The ‘Ghosts’ of ‘Prairie Grove’

tion, prostitution is also deviation
from sexual behavior as it was in-
tended. Being a pimp is also devi-
ation because these people live
off ways that stress the body and
not the soul. I do not want to see
in the future, the rights of a
teacher who wishes to pimp or
prostitute on the side, have his
lifestyle honored openly hecause
they are “human and have feel-
ings too”, as “Name Withheld”
wishes for homosexuals. I <0 not
mean to place unfair emphasis on
the teaching profession. There are
many other professions that influ-
ence our children and are held in
high esteem as the teachers are.
Let the homosexuals practice
whatever they wish, but not
openly before whomever they
wish. And if they dare to go, any-
way, into professions that are
held in high esteem, and are later
exposed I think they should be
fired forthwith, just s we would
hope a pimp or prostitute would
be fired for wrongfully influenc-
ing others, and most especially if
they are influencing youngsters.

; Evelyn Weaver

El Dorado.

pa——

‘Gays’, Etc.
To the Editor of the Gazette:

Item 1: The front page of your
paper, June 1, had a short note
about a Catholic priest who lost a
supreme court appeal. Father
Ciedra had been fined for holding
mass in his home. The story did
not say what authority fired him.

Item 2: Newsweek, 30 June !
77, in a last-page column by
George F. Will told of an applica-
tion by a homosexual to the Mil-
waukee Big Brothers organiza-
tion. The Big Brothers accepted
him but thought it fair to tell the
parent of any “little brother” as-
sirned to him that the applicant is
ga /. The Milw8ukee ciwil rights
(itee stated tht this ylould be
diserimination. "‘urlher‘ the Big
Breer officiaws  should attend
soi aars by homosexuals and ad-
ver se for mere Big Brothers in
£, rublications

ch of these items alone seem
on'  asinine, bu! together might
het v social and legal  trends
iho el abibh = 2



The committee ofiered Carter

a diverse list with something of

“ a.‘‘one of each’” tone to it.
wu:There is.ione- black  Sheriff

.+ William Lucas: of Detroit; = one,

- Republican:== U.S. Circuit
- Judge Harlington Wood - Jr. of
Chicago, and one career FBI

iman;w-" Neil::Welch, agent in .

¢ charge of the Phlladelphla field
“fice.

‘he other two, who fall into -

0o_; particular category, are

John ‘Van ‘de Kamp, district at-' »1‘ “had negotiated the arrange-

ia,wmeyw; ofsLos- Angeles County,
\'and John J. Irwin, a judge on.
Svthe b Massachusetts

i Court
¢ ,.Lucas. ..Van. de Kamp and
Wood have worked in the Jus-
tice: Department and Welch has
@worked at the FBI's Washing-

‘ton headquarters. g

" and brought him to the Justice
Department.

Woed, 57, was former Presi-

dent Gerald R. Ford’s choice to

.+ succeed John Paul Stevens on

the federal  appeals court in
Chicago when Stevens took his
seat on the Supreme Court.

"% Jerry Fines, who worked with
Wood then and now is the U.S.
attorney in Springfield, Ill., re-
called the massive protest

. march of April 24, 1971. Wood

#ments with protest leader Ren-

%4 " nie Davis and others, and the
- Superior

antiwar groups thought the
march turned out so suiccessful-
ly that they staged a victory
party.

Wood, the only Justice De-

partment official invited. went
(CONTINUED ON PAGE TWO)

Sheriff Weaver énd cdmp director, Miss Da')';, discus

;».;,
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PRAIR]E GROVE Ark. (AP)
kmu(hvﬂ War buffs say
1¢have . won the first iskirmish,
but] still. insist the state aban-
adon-.,,plans to build an am-
« 4 phitheater in an  area where
' Confederate and * Union minie
‘balls still ., lie scattered among
LAl ¥
ATt hasn’t been resolved yet
.where they’re going to.put it,”
'said Jerry Russell of Little
Rockj a .member of the Civil
“War Roundtable group that pro-
-;motm battlefield- preservation.
: 5 Russell said ‘his group would

‘continue. its:efforts:to locate the. .

; jamphltheater .in an already de-
‘4" veloped “ section of the' Prairie
Grove Battlefield State Park.

" ' Because,. of opposition, the
. state has shelved plans’to build

@fthe .amphitheater in an Ozark
'!

ravine where historians say the
tide of  the .. December . 1862

they

%CMI WCII;‘“},»B.UHS Say it

'm‘ph.fheafer Still

~Battle of Prairie Grove turned

a4  against the South.

-+ William Henderson, director
of the state Parks and Tourism
Department, said Monday his
;taffers were studying the
easibility of locating the am-
phitheater about 50-or 100 yards
away from the ravine.

The new site under considera-
tion is in a pit where rock and
gravel was excavated several
years ago for a highway,

“This is just kind of up on
the side of the hill from where
the ravine is,”

+ helping to cover up a marred
© area.

“If the area can be converted
for this purpose, it would help
remove somewhat of an eye-

~sore there now,” Henderson
.. said. “But this.is. pretty heavy
... rock in there, It is going to be

£ 4/44’%

Henderson said.’ 17!

“It would scrve its purpose in . tht ravine itself, is still in what

difficult and expensive to move

it around. So, it's going to take .

some study on our part to de-
termine whether we can build
it there.
“You can’t consider it a defi-
nite thing right now.”
Henderson said he hopes to

receive the feasibility study in
. about a month. »

Russell said there: are areas
of the park already developed
that would serve as a better lo-

- cation than the gravel pit.

“The gravel pit, while cer-
tainly a better alternative than

is now an undeveloped area of
the park,’ he said. “It has
been allowed to lapse back into
disuse, and it should be left to
the birds and the bunnies,
No Feud )

“We're not going to get into a
feud with the Parks Depart-

/4!/(/4/545 s 7m€ /‘7{ /777
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posed ”
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ment. They do a real good job
of preserving the parks. I just
think that in this particular in-
stance they've made a mistake
and they have seemed reluctant
to back off that mistake, Now
they are reluctantly moving in
another direction.”

State Rep. Bill Ramsey of
Prairie Grove said he thought
the gravel pit site was agree-
able to everyone.

“It doesn’t have the shade
the other spot had, but every-
body I've talked to says xt's no
problem,

“It’s just a few feet from the
other location. It is just a pret-
ty good sized pit there now #hat
is really kind of an eyesore.

* They say there are some rocks

in there as big as a car, There
will be a lot of extra cost in
volved and I don’t know where

" the money will come from."

(ullure (enler
Petitions Are
Being Circulafed

Twenty-five supporters of a

‘eultural center in the Old Post

Office Building on the square

_ are circulating petitions today

to gain public support.,
The petittons and | pledge

. forms were distributed at a

Monday night public meeting
called by the chairman of the

project’s steering committee.
Mrs. Linda Welch.
Mrs. - Welch reviewed the

committee's activities and the
appointment of the Art Com
mission by the City Board o!

Directprs and discussed ~way:
10" raise $87,700, the estimated
amount  necded  for purchas
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L ‘
ontrmersy surroundmg
the ‘site of the proposed
nmphltheatre in ' Battlefield
Park has led to a_feasibility
study of another site nearby..
* possibility of changing sites
followed a meeting last Thurs-
day betwen the Prairie Grove
" Battlefield Commission and
‘representatives of the State
‘Parks Department, including
- Parks Director Bill Henderson.
To be studied is a site just west
of the proposed location in the
raVine, located more directly
. on.the gravel pit.
" The two-hour meeting
Thursday was the first dis-
. cassion with the local com-
. mission - about the amphi--
. theatre, approved by the legis-

3" lature some two years ago..
:‘,Mgmbers of  the  Battlefield :: an:opinion_ about the amphl- "
b -/ tures use.

Mrs. Parks also “expressed .

' flected ;

g cApecimowill contain two restrooms, a

mission - are ' Mrs. J.C.

el’;iks; chamnan, Mrs. Bunn

ﬁgofflcersw

‘&zu\‘

; i
er. This was his first year in ;

coaching.

‘phltheat

Bell, D.E‘ Rieff, John Buch-
anan and Alvin Bell.
Though asking for the feas-

ibility study of the new site, |

Tthe commission indicated their

The decision’ to study the'ﬁ’,approval of the present pro-

rposal if the new site is not
possible. The gravel pit was
suggested as a suitable com-
promise since the ground had
already been disturbed, dam-
aging the historic value of the
spot,

The gravel pit and ravine
area were used to obtain fill

Highway 62 when
constructed many years ago.
After . hearing . the back-

ground presentation by Hen-
‘derson and Parks Department *

planner Bob Moody, the local

_commissioners each expressed

" theatre.

‘was a
dirt for ‘the base of U.S."*
it was

Buchanah was the first (=)

year.
The board voted the

“ L RRE
€

commissioner to speak, telling
those present that he felt the

in-

' amphitheatre would ‘‘enhance’

the park’’.
“I'm in favor of it (the

“amphitheatre),”’ Buchanan

concluded.

. Mrs. Bell expressed the
most reluctance of the com-
missioners about the proposal,
even stating at one point that
she didn’t want the amphi-

' theatre. Referring to the “‘his-
toric park’’, Mrs.- Bell said it
‘““small park and we -

can’t have everything'’,
Later in the meeting, Mrs.
Bell expressed encouragement

_about the project after learn-
ing that the structure. was-

actually a pavillion with no
seating and that the local
commission could set rules
and regulations for the struc-

-5 . FrY ‘ﬁ? f/ﬂfm«m v JZX 32 5o f / ””""’”
b2 ﬁ,n‘ o é 5:?/4/?
% By Larry Jones Medley explained that al-. Local MT"s would “also be
f'l‘he decision to change though the local phone is® contacted to help stabilize the

“method of . contacting.an am-
bulance, election of officers,

md  drawing for terms kept the .-
‘board of directors of the West -
" Washington County:Emer-'
gency Medical Services busy -

- for nearly three hours Monday
~ night at Lincoln City Hall.

$At the advice of Emergency
Medxcal Technician' (EMT)
“advisor Gary Medley the board

. decided to change the method :

of ‘contacting an ambulance in
w‘est Washmgton County,

answered

number would be to the
advantage of the public. He

explained that one could call -

the operator and ask for
Enterprise 8-900 and receive a
Washington County Regional
Medical Center dispatcher.
The dispatcher would then call

the area ambulance if it was
not on call. If the area unit was °
Washington County’

on call,
could dispatch another one.

;‘ The year is 197S: June 12 - Mrs. Mary Dean Magruder
Glbson, a former Prairie Grove resident, was one of two

’ ”feachers recewving the award for teaching excellence at the

: ‘fourth annual banquet of the Bibb Association of Educators in
Bibb County, Ga. The award is a yearly presenttion of the
fam:ly of the late Judge Lane in recognition of outstanding

X teachers. ++ «« .Four Prairie Grove boys attended Boys State at
Conway last week. They were Ricky Pershall, John English,

- Tom Stearns and Jackie Hulet. . . .

. . Sherie Marie Moore,

~ daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Virgil E. Lamproe of Prairie Grove,

recently enlisted in the U.S. Navy and is presently undergoing -

mne weeks of basic training at the Navy Recruit Training

Command in Orlando, Florida. . .

.Mrs. Julia S. Reed of

Farmmgton has recently returned from Little Rock where she

" ~attended the 31st annual Arkanas Writer’s Conference held at
m Peck Hotel. At a dinner on June 7, Mrs. Reed was

:d first prize for the best short story submitted to the

» who are from all over the United States. Her story had

ansas setting. . . ... The old Farmington high school

g, gutted by a fire last spring leaving a mass of charred

: rafters and bricks, came crashing to the ground with a

im of effort last Sunday afternoon after standing on

i for more than 50 years. A two-man demolition crew,

¢d with a small bulldozer, began the task of bringing the :

lding down Saturday afternoon and completed the job

.June 19 - It was the first meeting for Prairie

Vlayor R.D, Manning Monday night and the new mayor
the regular monthly meeting by outlining his goals and
or Prairie Grove. Manning, pledging to take only five
s from the busy agenda, told city aldermen he was
sted in looking ahead’’ during his tenure in office. “‘If a
desn’t grow, it dies”’, Manning told the council. . .
Knowles, Debbie Cates and Cathy Thomspon and Mrs.
s Knowles attended the 48th Faith and Peace With God
1 of the Grand Assembly of Rainbow Girls of Arkansas
2-14 at the Camelot Inn in Little Rock. . . . . . A violent
r storm carrying hurricane force winds of more than 70
n hour came from the west ripping its way through the
community of Little Elm west of Farmington early
ty morning where gusts damaged several farm
|dings, a number of trees and at least one house. . ..

inda Estopy entertained at the Prairie
skating party in honor of the nint

lerBKimE L 8s .

rove Legion Hut
birthday of her

in three places, .
changing to the ‘‘Enterprise’”

victim until the ambulance
arrived.
Medley said that the main

advantage of this system was..

the recording device used by
the dispatcher. He said that
most emergency callers were
frantic and often hard to
understand. The recording al-
lows the dispatcher to replay
the message, thus not missing
the address and type of
emergency.

Medley said this method
would be as fast as using a

local number and much more

efficient. He added that the
dispatchers were trained to
handle emergency phone calls
which cuts down the possi-
bilities of receiving the wrong
information. A sticker drive is
to be organized to distribute
the Enterprise number to the
900 members of the organi-
zation and all
members.

Roy Jackson, the planning
stage president, was un-
amiously elected to keep that
post. Edward Powers was

- elected as vice-president with-

out a dissenting vote. Powers
served in that position on the

planning board also. Luedell

Kley was elected to succeed
Bettie Bell as secretary-
treasurer. President Jackson
read a letter from Mrs. Bell
stating that she would be away
from telephones most of the
day this summer and that she
-thought the position could be
better served by someone else.

Dorothy Kelley was ap-
pointed by Jackson to serve as
auditor of the books during the
transition,

The board members, the
area they represent, and the
number of years they will
serve are: Kenneth Davis,
Emergency. Medical Tech-
nician 1; Helen
Viney Grove, 2; Harold Bar-
tholomew, Hog Eye, 1; B.
Wayne Chessher, Cove Creek,
2; Murray Campbell, Cane
Hill, 2; Frank Holt, Starr Hill,
2; Thomas E. Reed, Morrow,
2; Patsy Gilbreath, Cincinnati,
2; Jim Krinke, Evansville, 3;
J.0. Beaty, Summers, 3; Lue-
dell Kley, Dutch Mills, 1;
Edward Powers, Prairie
Grove 1; Roy Jackson, Lincoln,
2; Bettie Bell, Gem, 3; Dorothy
Kelley, Rheas Mill, 3; Robert
Brockman, Center Point, 1;
Julius Copeland, Little Elm, 3;
Charles White, Rock Springs,

Continued on page 4

prospective

Hutchens,

more teachers this year.
Spear also said the state aid

sz_ U/lf[

aye

some hesitance about the
project, pointing out her con-

cern about how the theatre

might be used.

“I don’t want to see any-
thing happen to harm the
park’’, Mrs. Parks stated.

The other two commission-

ers expressed approval of the

planned amphitheatre.

“I have come to the con- *
. clusion it would be fine to do it
(build the amphitheatre),”’ -

977

Rieff told his fellow com- .

mission members. ‘‘Most
people in the area feel it will
be ' good’’, he added. .

Bell admitted to misgivings:
earlier about the proposal but
told those in attendance that
after learning the structure
would not be a ‘‘slab of
concrete’’ ‘he was for it.

“If we can supervise am

be built,”” Bell said. . .
As explamed by Moody to

_the commission, the amphi-
? thgatrqwxll be a simple 22 feety s

~ by 32 feet wooden building. 1t -

and 5200 for

1 —

sors above w
in the past.

Administr:
. proved by tt
year  call f
tendent to be
high school |
elementary*,
and middle s
tive assistan

Non-certifi
also receive

~year in abot
. portion as te:

voted a sever

.for the non-(

In other
Monday nigh

“to accept th
- Marilyn Matl

learning dis

. and hire Susa
~ position, Mr

been replaci:

“for a part of th

the teacher
maternity lea
The board ¢

. one-year leave

second grade

.maintain it, I think it ought to 3 quegwd the

. currjculum - %

“storage area and an open stage "

and is designed for general
usage throughout the year. -
Representative Bill Ramsey
of Prairie Grove, author of the
bill authorizing the building,
told commissioners at the
meeting that it was ‘‘unfortu-
nate’’ the structure was called
an amphitheatre. He pointed

Project CAl
ness}Progra
13:scl

‘etier to the
. her belief

appointment

; able to her

out that the term amphi- -

theatre, first used by Dr. Fred

McCuistion in proposing the !

project more than 20 years
ago, gave many. people the
erroneous impression of a
concrete structure with out-
door seating.

Also present at the meeting
were two opponents of the
ravine site, John Mitchell of
the Sierra Club and Pat Horan
of Fayetteville, representative
of several groups opposing the
site. Horan, one of the first
and most vocal opponents of
the proposed location, ex-
pressed favor with the new
proposal being studied, which
would fall more in the ‘‘al-
ready disturbed’’ gravel pit.

After two years and the
study of several sites before
selection of the ravine, con-
troversy arose recently amid
glaims that the ravine had
been a focal point of the
famous Civil War battle.
While the opponents of the
site claimed placing an amphi-
theatre there would ruin the
natural and historical value of
the ravine, other historians
disputed the claim.that the
ravine had been any more
crucial in the battle than any
other spot in the park.

In the meantime, longtime
residents of the area were
pointing out that the ravine
was not even in its Civil War
condition, since fill from there
and the nearby gravel pit has
been excavate years before
without protest.

Bids for the structure were
to have been opened this
month, with construction to
have begun in July for possible
use at the annual Labor Day
celebration and Clothesline
Fair in the park. However,
because of the controversy,
the Parks Department has
delayed bidding on the pro-
ject.

With the unanimous vote by
the Battlefield Commission
seeking the feasibility study of
the compromise site in the
gravel pit area, Parks Depart-
ment planners have returned
to their drawing boards. No
word was available on when
that study would be complete.
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apitol report

FOREIGN AID - WHO BENEFITS?
ice tag of the latest spending authorization

by the majority of the House of Representatives to

.S. foreign aid programs, totals approximately $1,7
irs.
., of course, was
f tax dollars for foreign aid.
familiar with my voting record will remember past
; of concern over the good faith of nations receiving
ud. ;
specific I continue to question -our
responsibility to aid foreign governments which
national resources into heavy industry and
‘d weaponry, looking to the United States to help
peoples. None of the arguments or ideas expressed
aid supporters during this year’s debate, eased
erns.
ht spot in the delxberatlon was passage of an
t, which I supported, prohibiting use of foreign aid
ssistance or trade to Cuba or the Socialist Republic

example,

1.

f these countries are ruled by totalitarian
its, which consider citizens to be servants of the
it. Most of us in the U.S. hold the opposite view.

id Vietnam are bankrupt, desperately in need of

ind technical assistance, but it is doubtful that either
1t seeks our aid to improve the living conditions of
-al citizenry.
rld-wide largess of the American people, both
« dollars and private charitable organizations, is well
irdly anyone would object to a humanitarian offering
ncy aid to victims of an earthquake or drought or
the humanitarian aspect is lost when the recipient
vernments utilize American dollars or equipment or
¢ to further international political aims rather than
he lot of their general population.
e continuation of such programs,
y. -
your views.

and vote

ongressman John Paul Hammerschmidt, House of

atives, Washington, D.C. 20515.

HAVE 4
NICE DAay!!
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Fireworks Firm Sued

The Consumer Protection
Division of Attorney General
Bill Clinton’s office has sued
Modern Fireworks and its
officers, charging that the
company violated the state
Consumer Protection Act. The
suit charges that Modern
started an advertising camp-
aign in May offering fireworks

when its prices actually were
as much as 100 percent above
wholesale. The suit also says
the firm conducted business
without a proper Arkansas
license and during times when
fireworks sales are not all-
owed. Under Arkansas law,
fireworks may be sold in

Arkansas only between June
20 and July 10, and again
between December 20 and

" for sale at ‘‘wholesale prices’’
‘‘no”’, as it has always been on ¥ .

a WWY !

Your soapbox

Dear Soapbox:
Whatever my destination in northwest Arkansas I always try

Little Rock, Arkansas

.to swing by Prairie Grove Battlefield Park.

For years I’ve wanted to write a letter to your paper thanking
the people of Prairie Grove for maintaining such a fine park,

~ and urging them not to take it for granted just because it is such

a familiar part of their everyday lives.
For years I've enjoyed the annual Clothesline Fair, arts and

f crafts, and the priceless restoration of pioneer log cabin

architecture that is rapidly disappearing elsewhere. I'm also a
student of the Civil War in Arkansas. I can’t walk the brow of
that ridge without a feeling of awe. Historical personalities
come to life during a walk at Prairie Grove. Gen. Thomas
Hindman, Gen. Joseph O. Shelby, Gen. Marmjaduke and the
men who served under them were among the ifinest fighting
men the Confederacy ever produced. I've read numerous
diaries of men who fought at Prairie Grove. They all speak of
the battle as a profound experience in their lives, no matter
where else they served or fought in later stages of the conflict.
* Prairie Grove is not a playground -- it is sacred ground. Let’s
not defile it with a man made structure in the famous ravine
that was the focal point of the battle.

I'd like to see the people of Prairie Grove have an
amphitheatre, if they, not the politicians, really' want one. But
surely there must be some more suitable place n‘earby. Perhaps
the state or local government, through funds from state or
federal sources, could purchase property elsewhere nearby for
location of the amphitheatre.

It should be clearly understood that Civil War buffs are not
‘‘against’’ the people of Prairie Grove having an amphitheatre.
1, for one, will support your L()rts t(lobtain an amphitheatre,
as long as it is nct in the rivine or "0ther historically crucial
portion of the park.

Sincerely,
John Heuston
Little Rock, Arker.sas

s LA o

January S.

Operating by mail throu
post offjce box in West N
phis, Modern Fireworks
taken in hundreds and )
ibly thousands of dollar:
ough its ‘‘wholesale’
representation, Clinton’s
alleges. The suit asks
porary and permanent inj
ions against the firm’s
thods of doing business. '
asks that the firm be req:
to notify all persons
received its catalogue tha
prices advertised are not r
wholesale, and that all p:
who request refunds wi
given them. !
Hotline He!p

The Arkansas Divi
Community Servi
panded its food star
and now can offer assist
many other aicas. if y
questions about Me
Medicaid, Scaal Security
ability ;. come or food
call 800 482-9998.

Mobile Danger

If you own a camper
that you tow behind you
on weekend ‘iips and v
ions, dop’t ride in it wh °
moving. It’s dangerous.
despite what Good &
recroational vehicle p
ion, said recently, traven
the trailers is against Ar'
lew.

Two ( ompanies

The Consiimer Pro:
Division has liscovered
Haleyville, Afabama, lu
company--Fuller Lumbe
a duplicate, and it isn’t ¢
good copy. Tae first }
Lumber is a reputab':
but the second has purc!
large amounts of lumbe-
Arkansas firms, usii;

other Fuller Lumber’s
credit and now can’t be
Businesses

are warne.




Jidtors, o dian lnvestor owned utlilties, o

ple the-, The FPC. also" reports .public %
the con--: utilities have 10 per 'cent less”™:
1eratlng ‘plants per customer and delivers”y

’, not so‘ .12 per cent more juice per cus-'
vnjoying ‘tomer, 3
. captive &4 You trust the PSC that is fine.

3 -3 You like well regulated business,
-+ well so do we. But did you know .

“that the well regulated business
* - you like so well is usually regu-.
don to"‘ lated by’commissions and boards *
.he new,ﬁ comprising people from the same
uilt, No ¥ Industry they are to regulate? Do
ranteed { 7‘ “you put a fox in the hen house to

What . guard the chickens? That is why
ran our “we of ACORN initiated the Life-

p . line ordinance, we, the people,
gnorant had a chance to make regulatory

Well I policy. It took another expert reg-
~ expert. - ulator (a judge who was not in
w some ' the least bit accountable to the
or,utili- **people of Little . Rock) to take
se pay-uy that chance away.

the low; "~ You say consumers need some- °
najority “cone to speak for them. We say
re than consumers will speak best for
while a - themselves when they unite wnh'
ig busl- any group they feel best about.
suppose We would like them to join
he hard
lighway

in a battle, as you say, with Ar-
kansas Consumer Research or:
Ralph Nader. Our group is differ-
ent from theirs in that with
ACORN we, the people, speak for
ourselves.

vilities. If you are not part of the solu-
f argu- tien, then you are a part of the
sted in™ problem. Don’t be scared, “Name
states,

ACORN
2s. You
N has
porting

ACORN of course, but we are not *

¢ Withheld,”, come out of your -

Wavus ui b il B9 u.-u
consider himselt lnfalllbla and
replacable as Roosevelt, ‘consid-
‘ered  himself ., ;. NOT » BY A
* LONG SHOT!

Yes RMN stepped down from a

lofty position, He ain’t the first,
nor will he be the last. RMN was

in the position—duly elected :

President and all—when his mul-

titude of foes kicked up and stuck

- their feet through the stirrups. He
said to them: “If you’ins are going
to get on I will get off!”

Dick Nixon has gotten of. Now
then if his haters will attack the .
problems of inflation—caused by
all those Democrat wars—with as
much determination as they so
gleefully exhibited in “getting”
Dick then all would be well. They
seem to ignore such problems,
choosing instead to rejoice about
other folks being rail-roaded into
the penitentiaries.

When the Nixon- Haters get .
their can full of joys about people

going to the slammer, as the Edi- | ,

tor delightfully phrases it, they -
are extended an invitation to drag :
out RMN’s records and compare
them with the war-making Tin-
Horn’s records. These enraged
Nixon-Haters have not, and will
not, compare records. Why? Why?
Why? Why? Why? Why?

Oh, they have their fancy re-
torts: “We ain’t in business to dis-
cuss any facts which would be
detrimental to our side.”

H. E. Harvey.

L

» ANREL 408
county, - closet, join’ACORN. We are at : h Fod
lectric - 523 West 15th Street in Little ,_Clarksville,
te are Rock, Ark. Don’t look for some |- k Il n
tilities, - consumer messiah to look out for |+ Prame-Grove
r cent, you, “Name Withheld.” In .
! To the Editor of the Gdzette:
. Most ACORN we have found that un‘-‘ .".Surely in a state the size of Ar-
s N :J ; .13 ++{ kansas you can find a place to put |'
1,'1 © ¢+ /b4 an amphi-theater other than
GIN’S PEOPLE o A p
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| smack in the middle of an impor-
4l tant Civil War battlefield!
K “ ~ You can put an amphi-theater

anywhere, but there’s no way to
relocate a historic battlefield,
P]ease reconsider
Anne D. Snyder.
- Gainesville, Va. .

| Guult Feelmgs

. To the Editor of the Gazette;
Why do the pro-Nixon letters
'continue to be written? I believe

- they indicate a persistent desire

by some of the Nixon die-hards to
ease their own feeling of guilt for

., having supported him by finding

e L, 77 sontet o« ‘”" b
MM...-. PRSI SR, Mwm

1-:

a legal rationale for the many il-

- legal Nixon acts. In the process,
1 however, fact is abandoned and
i'; truth ignored, . which does litlle

:I QICE BEI WEBQ A 71794 for either the contributor or de-
SESepAND COMFORTABLE LIFE- “ { mocracy. : i
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 Gammtter -
cheoldllne,lOOpq

1 o
/{!dyed-in-the-wool “Yellow i Dog" ""*‘P‘W
‘Democrats are seeking a ‘candi- %4 AT tree !
{ /date for goﬁ'emor, they need look & would have'to eoongh
) St ‘.toaccommodatendnﬁﬂy %
+ Joo Purcell bas’ shown that he " eryone. Every single solitary ”ﬂ‘-
-+ different human

r.‘

no farther. .

.' amply qualifies. RIST

i ‘kansas citizen rather well known '

i 'for his attempts to secure elec- I
tion law reform in Arkansas at-~-e€lse. Are not Utoplan laws, In<’":.

tended the June 6 meeting of the
State Board of Election Commis-
sioners in the Governor’s confer-
ence room, at which four new
‘members of the Board were to be
chosen from the citizenry.

', From the word “go,” it was ob-
vious that Joe Purcell, a member

" of the board by virtue of being
licutenant governor, had rigged

the election in the good old Yel-:
. low-Dog manner. g

As soon as Governor Pryor
opened the meeting for business,
* Purcell took over the election
‘proeess.

Purcell and his friends made
their nominations and moved to
close the nominations, but Gover-
nor Pryor refused to recognize
the motion, and Secretary of
i State Winston Bryant insisted on
reading into nomination all the
. names of those who had sought
the offices of citizen-members of
" the board.

« Purcell handily won election

for his own nominees, however, -
_ every single individual, otherwise

t because he had rigged the votes
of three other constitional offi-

* cers before they ever came to the
meeting.

It is presumed that those other
three constitutional officers will
be seeking re-election in 1978. If
they, In fact, plan to do so, they’re
going to have to wash themselves

and scrub themselves - very

 briskly to remove the Yellow-Dog
! taint that has fallen onto -their
. shoulders by being identified as
'followers of Joe Purcell.
Joseph Weston,
. Cave City.

5

Sub|echve Dommance'

, To the Editor of the Gazette:
Individually we all are under
. what psychologists describe as
' the Law of Subjective Dominance.
. At any particular time, we do not
. see things as they are but as we
sare b 2
“ At blrth ‘We are extroverts and
only ‘develop introvert qualities
by experience, and insight with-

" maturity—fruits of our introspec- .

tion,
To strike a happy balance be-
tween introvert and extrovert

3 e A »é’/%zz Sire 17 1977
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The undersigned, in his capac- B3
lty as a newsman, and as an Ar-! & :You do this that way or else, Yon

o ME PR s

é

eltsuc

Rigid rule and laws whlch n;'

conform to this or else. You'do"
what I say and want You to do or

stead they are autocratic, and/or
totalitarian laws.

By
Our Founding Fathers wexse :Al.

smart people because they real~ .
ized that there were differences .*
in people and even made al-.
lowances for it in our by-laws.

“We hold these truths to be self- *

evident that all men are created
equal, that they are endowed by
their creator with .certain un-
alienable rights, that among these
are life, liberty, and the pursuit of
happiness.” That is the first sen-
tence in the Declaration of Inde-
pendence. It is elastic to the
extent that it can encompass and
accommodate every single indi-
vidual in this nation. And all that
is needed to make that guarantee
work, and this.country a true Uto-
pia is: The people monitoring
their own rights, their own pur-
suit of happiness, own endeavors,
to make absolutely certain that
: they are not infringing on some-

i ~one elses rights,

Utopia has to.be Utopia to

it would not be a Utopia. And kill-
ing off everyone who don't like
the Utopia, is not-the way to es-
tablish a Utopia. Think about
that. -
‘ Robert R. Russell.-
Fort Smith.

" Mr. Young :

To the Editor of the Gazette:! ;
I must have missed some of the
news. When did Andrew Young
get elected president of Africa?
What is he trying to do, revlve
the Ku Klux Klan?
Name Witkheld.
North Little Rock.

A Reminder -

To the Editor of the Gazette: ' ...’
Every time I read one of your
reporters’ tender references -to
Teddie Boswell as the person who
ran a “pear-miss campaign. for
governor” I take greater pride in
Virginia’s accomplishment ,of
having been the woman who beat
the man who was “almost gover-
nor.” :
) Jim Johnson.” -
Little Rock. 15
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The Arkansas Press

“beyond Prairie Grove b,

%SomeProgress- in the Prairie Grove Battle

Several editors commented favor-

ably in recent days on the possible
revision of plans to build an amphi-
theater on the Prairie Grove battle-

field. &

Pine Bluff Commercial:. A chorus of
the Battle Hymn of the Republic and a
rebel yell for the news that bidding to
construct an amphitheater in the historic
ravine at Prairie Grove battlefield has
been postponed indefinitely.

That’s the word from Richard Davies,

director of Arkansas state parks, and it’s
a welcome one. A modern amphitheater
in the ravine where 15,000 Union troops

and 11,000 Confederates determined the
outcome at Prairie Grove, and perhaps
the outcome of The War in Missouri,
would have been a desecration. It would
have been on a smaller scale than Get-
1veburg's abominatie tower, but still a
desecrshon. To gquole Jerry Russell of
the Civii War Renndtable of Arkansas:
“They could have waiked all over the
battlefield and not found a worse spot”
for the amphitheater than the ravine.

There’s another opinion, too. It’s the =

one reflected by state Representative

Bill Ramsey of Prairie Grove, who says

“my local people are really up in the air
about it. They say what right does an
-outsider have to come and tell us: where

to build this thing?” e g £

Oh, about the same right as those 25 =
000 outsiders more or less who met there =

in December of 1862 to decide in_their
own way the future of this Union. Those
outsiders made Prairie Grove of concern
their sacrifices there. Any more

M"!'g:—”é;"%‘ ‘;-.-..,._";ﬁf*;:,., "‘,#. ;:';-‘ »E
Ashley County Ledger at Hamburg: In

the Northwest corner of Arkansas, there
is occurring what may become a major
confrontation between those who think
that historical places and parks should
preserve history and those who believe
that all parts, historical or otherwise,
should be places of entertainment. i
The place in question is a small ravine
where a major turning point in the Civil
War Battle of Prairie Grove took place.
The quarrel is between supporters of an
amphitheater which was to be built in
this ravine and those who said that the
ravine should be preserved undistur!
for its historical importance. 85
The General Assembly in 1975 appro-
priated $55,000 for the construction of
this amphitheater, but after widespread
opposition by historical groups in the
state, the State Parks and Tourism De-
partment has wisely decided to delay the
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School Questions -

Southwest Times Record at Fort
Smith: Well, beiieve it or not, now
comes a test which indicates that Arkan-
sas public school pupils are as well or
better educated thun those in other

dents have believed all along.

There’s plenty of criticism of public
education, usually relating to insufficient
grounding in the basics. This doesn’t
apply just to Arkansas, byt to schools na-
tion-wide. Recently, however, there have
been some “studies” indicating that Ar-
kansas pupils were well below the re-
gional and national averages. But now
there is a study showing that Arkansas
college-bound seniors scored well above
the national average on the scholastic
aptitude test, which is one used for col-

construction of this facility. = Lle ge admissiogs, e

Alternative plans, which include con-
sideration of a grassed-over gravel pit,
for the construction site, are now being
considered. } i
- The Parks and Tourism Department is
to be commended on its decision. If the
original plans were carried out, a site
hallowed by events taking place there
more than a century ago would become
only another picnic ground and recrea-
tion area. : - ¥

" Log Cabin Democrat at Conway: We
are glad that the powers that be have de-
cided to take another look at the decision
to build an amphitheater in a historic ra-
vine at Prairie Grove Battlefield State
Park. i S R
The bid opening for the facility was
originally scheduled for Tuesday but was
postponed indefinitely last week by
Parks Director Richard Davies after
Civil War historians raised a ruckus over
the matter. ; 23 :

The historians say the decisive action

in the December 1862 Battle of Prairie
Grove took place in the very ravine that
had been chosen for the amphitheater lo-
cation.* * *

Rep. Ramsey should also remember
that the $55,000 appropriated for the
work at the park came from some of the
“outsiders” he refers to. It is the Arkan-
sas taxpayer who must foot the bill for

The results were based on tests given

1,483 Arkansas puPils and about one
g_nlhgn nationally* ¥* -~ [ - :

tWe.don't believe any one test series.
can be considered proof positive of an
educational system. And we'd like to see
the bagcs taught more rigidly than they
are in Most schools everywhere.

“But we certainly don’t believe Arkan- °

8as schools are inferior to those any-
‘where else—and in many cases, we
_ belisue-thoy are superior. L
~The records of countless Arkansas stu-
“dents at many famed higher education
nstitutions seem to us to prove it. * -
“‘%;;atesvﬂle Daily Guard: Leaders of
Awo_state-wide organizations dedicated
to the betterment of public education are-
presently at odds over a question of cru-
cial importance to the future of that in-
stifution. i
Bill Walker of Joneshoro, president of
Zﬁe Arkansas Education Association, last
Week asserted that a survey shows “epi-
demic proportions” of teacher resigna-

0s under pressure and terminations.
He said the AEA surveyed about 270
school districts and received about 100
responses indicating the number of
teacher resignations under pressure

administrators or school boards

and the number of contract terminations
this spring.

AR
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ers aren't here yet. . .. ot
newal is the educa'or’s fancy word for

fired). Contending this illustrates that
Arkansas teachers. especialiy in castern
Arkansas, live in a “climate of fear.”

In reaction, Ed Teeter, director of the
Arkansas School Boards Association, said
Monday that the AEA was trying to gain

" support for teacher tenure legislation

through the survey. He said Walker was
trying to convince the public that school
teachers are being fired in large num-
bers, which is not true. Teeter observed
further that any teacher whose ccntract
is not renewed or who is fired can get,
upon request, a written explanation from
the school board and is entitled to a pub-
lic heating.™

Teeter further accused the AEA of
being a teacher’s union, which is trying
to take complete control of puplic educa-
fion.** * ;

Rather than arguing about unioniza-
tion or tenure, we’d prefer to see the ed-
ucational organizations join . seFent-
teacher associations to upgrade the qual-
ity of teacher and administrator qualifi-
cations and to insure open‘communica-

“tions between all concerned.-If that hap-

pens, we believe the other problems w.i
take care of themselves.

Charter Drivé £3

-..'The Benton Courier: The folks who are

starting a petition drive in Arkansas to
get the question of calling a constitu-
tional convention on the ballot next year
have their work cut out for them.

They have about a year to get some
58,000 sigratures on petitions. Without
any sort of large, ready-made organiza-
tion working on the project, it will be
difficult to complete. -

The whole effort is necessary because
the General Assembly fumbled the ball
earlier this year and failed to call a con-
stitutional convention, despite a mandate
given the legislators by the voters in last
year’s general election. The lawmakers
and Gov. David Pryor disagreed on a
timetable for voting on proposed revi-
sions to the state constitution, and there-
fore no bill became law in the 1977
session.

The new proposal for calling a conven-
tion would include a vote on a new docu-
ment at a special election in 1981. This

“ timetable would be preferable to a vote

at a general election. * * *

on—at-least three significant differences
between the Senate and House versions
of this important legislation.

- = One of these differences is that the

House, unlike the Senate, placed a time
limit on the life of the new agency. An
amendment provides that it shall go out
of existence in fivesmears unless contin-
ued by congressional action.* * *

As to placing a limit on the depart-
ment’s life barring specific action,to con-
tinue it a few years hence, we consider
this stricture unsound. This has superfi-
cial appeal, seeming merely to afford a
chance to let the agency die should it de-

velop into a monster. T: '+ s
by other considerations.

The Department of Energy must move
with firmness and vigor if it is to effec-
tively direct the nation’s response to the
energy crisis.-Some of the steps it will
have to take are bound to be unpopular;
some will tread on the toes of vested in-
terests. Were the time limit on the de-
partment’s Lfe left in the enabling act,
Congress weuld be importuned — and
strongly pressured — to kill it by de-
fault. No other department operates
under such a Damoclean sword. Nor
should this one.

The Twin ‘City Tribune at West Hel-
ena: The Senate’s favorable action on
creation of a new Cabinet-level Depart-
ment of Energy was predictable. The
fragmentation of responsibility for en-
ergy ‘programs throughout the federal
bureaucracy has been a hindrance to de-
velopment of a coherent national energy

~ -Considerable power would be gathered
in the new ddpartment—but not as much
2o —agiging thought. Still, there’s
chief or ke entially cause “great mis-
MmL jlieood.
the depaﬁ. ] g:x.s‘chle‘{ or goo;:l flows f:-om
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periorman
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sed ordinance, if they can be identi-
1 in the public debate, and if this
omes the case then the city should
jpond accordingly. But the general
ept supported in the proposed ordi-
w~ is sound enough and we hope it
i . i its way into the governing city

I 3

'emocracy

1d, has emerged. This is truly a|re-
rkable exercise of responsible judg-
nt by the Spanish people. P
‘L must be credited largely to the
ogressive, humane leadership of
ulfo Suarez in the early transition,
4 most importantly to the man who
‘ected him for the task, King Juan
rlos de Borbon. Again, contrary to
> expectaticn of many, the king has
‘n a winnerjall the way, as the young
tow who 1pt Franco down with a
‘thumous . thud. The aging dictator
se Prince Juan Carlos to succeed
1 on the prince’s promise that he
ild perpetuate the Franco dictator-
n forever. But the new king started
lismantle it as soon as the old tyrant
. died, proclaining the need for “a
dern and free scciety,” freeing polit-
| prisoners en masse, lifting the
1 on political parties (even the Com-
nists), setting machinery in motion
free elections ¢nd a parliamentary
nocracy. The king took a risk which
;s are not notable for taking. He bet
inst the fabled volatility of the
nish, and it seems that both he and
' may have been vindicated.
\nyway, the democratic world can
- that the signs are prophetic, and
¢ cgeer that democracy is not, after
in decline and retreat everywhere
the  globe. Though suppressed in
ge ereas, it is resurgent on the whole
rian’ peninsula — in Portugal and
v Spain — long a territory of totali-
ian despair. There can be no more
fcome additions to the ranks of free
ions than these countries which are
ng the keystones of history, com-
nding the entrance to the Mediterra-
n, full of creative people. They help
‘o believe anew that freedom is un-
nchable in the long, long run.

/ell, the first gubernatorial candi-
» for 1978 has announced here in

", thus proving once again that
Arxansas ° politics, as in football,
re is an awfully short off-sea-

LSRR 4

sumer Affairs. There Is the Fai
Trade Commission=and the lis
goes on.

All of these are supposed!s
there to help the individual co:
sumer when he has been wronge:!
by manufacturers, etc.

But, for his ownisake, I hope
Mr. Cunnfigham rever has to
seek help ®rom thefn as I have.
When the “little” consumer has a
problem against a large, powerful
manufacturer such as the auto-
mobile firms, etc., he will just be
told that if he disagrees then he
can just go hire a lawyer and go
to court (which he can do without
their advice—and also without

aving to shell out tax money to
support these agencies who will
not help him).

When the claim is of such large
magnitude as to attract nation-

wide publicity and attention, they .

will intervene when the suit is

_against some of the large manu- .
facturers (such as the recent con- -

troversy over the Chevrolet
gines in Oldsmobile cars), but

r the average case, the con- -

samer has to prove there is fraud
before the consumer agencies will
do anything.

Recently, I purchased a new
car and when the dealer could not
repair it after trying several
times, he just told me to get out
of his shop and not bring it
back—that they would do nothing
more to it under warranty. The
Consumer Agency said I would
have to prove fraud—and some of
the agencies I contacted would
not even respond to my letters.
Well, when a dealer and manufac-

will not honor, I feel this is
fraud—but the Consumer Agency
said I would have to prove this—
they would not intervene.

So, Mr. Cunningham, if you are
thinking about getting help from
these agencies, I wish you luck!,
And we don’t need to foot the bill
for any more agencies to take up
for the interests of the “big man-
ufacturers” rather than the con-
sumer. :

A Consumer.

Little Rock.

Overweening Hubris

To the Editor of the Gazette:
Secretary of State Cyrus Vance
recently stated that the United

States would not be hubristic

about the Human Rights cause.
Hubristic being a word I hadn’t
been using every day, I asked my
husband, who is a Scrabblg ad-
dict, what it meant. “It means in-
solent, arrogant, vain,” he
promptly replied. The unabridged
dictionary which I later consulted

Hale Thompson, “Big Bill,” was a
well-known politician in Chicago.
It was reported that when he en-
tered politics, his mother advised
him to latch on to an unusual,
commanding word and let it be-
come his trade mark. As a dutiful
son, he did just that! The word
was “anachronism.” Folks were
so enchanted with his frequent
use of his favorite word, they

Other Days

From the Files of the Gazette

150 Years Ago

(June 19, 1827)

LITTLE ROCK-—The Emigrat-
ing Creek Indians. The Delegation
of Creek Indians, who passed up
the Arkansas about two months
ago, under the direction of Col.
Brearley, for the purpose of ex-
ploring the country west of this

. Territory, preparatory to the,

commencement of the emigration
of the nation from the state of
Georgia, returned to this place,
on Thursday morning last.

We learn, from Col. B. that his
party proceeded to Fort Gibson,
where they procured horses, and
sat out from thence to explore the
country west of  our territorial
limits. Their rowte lay on the
north side of the Arkansas during
the first four days of their jour-
ney, when they crossed it, and
pursued a southwest direction

across the several forks of the Ca- -
- nadian, to the main branch of that

river, which forms the Choctaw

A * line, and from thence in various -
turer issue a warranty that they °

directions to the mouth of Grand
river, and thence down to their
starting place.

We are pleased to learn, from

‘Col.’ B. that the country which

they explored, far exceeded their
most sanguine expectations, and
that the opinion of the deputation
who accompanied him is, that it
is by far the best adapted to their

. purposes of any they have seen. |

The opinion, he thinks, will induce
an immediate and large emigra-
tion from the Creek nation; and

he expects to be able to conduct

out some 5,000 or upwards in the
course of the ensuing autumn or
winter. '

el AV
LITTLE ROCK—Road from
Little Rock to Fort Gibson. We

learn from Col. Brearley, that the
troops have commenced cutting

~ out this road, and are proceeding -
rapidly with the work. Eight

miles have already been com-
pleted, and he speaks of it as
being done in a very superior
manner. 4

A0 UG LLAIOTE 01 U0 UraZzeile,

I concur with your editorial of
June 8 on the status of the Little
Rock Zoo. It does seem a shame
to put a price tag on Little Rock’s
only star in its collection of
parks. And it is a star. It is far
better than zoos I've visited in
cities comparable with Little
Rock in size. .

I accompanied a den of cub

. scouts on a field trip to the zoo a

week or so ago. One of the pur-

.poses of the trip was to encourage

community pride by having the

scouts pick up trash and litter in

the zoo area. Well, we were pleas-
antly surprised to find that the
trash and litter on the zoo
grounds was non-existent. I sus-
pect the very few pieces of paper
the scouts managed to find had
been dropped by the morning's
visitors ahead of us. -

The den mother and I noted

- how clean the animal shelters

were and how fat and healthy all

the animals looked. We had both .

been patrons of the zoo as chil-
dren and could remember a time

when you held your nose if you .

went in the lion house. Not so
now: It actually smelled better

. there than it does in my back-

yard. (I have five kittens.)
So, I salute the zoo director and

staff for a great job. Keep it up!

A Proud Citizen.
North Little Rock.

The Battlefield

To the Editor of the Gazette:
Re: The Prairie Grove Battle-

field

I have just finished reading
your editorial on the Prairle
Grove Battlefield (“A Salutary

| Delay,” June 8.).

As a resident of the general
area, a citizen of the State of Ar-
kansas, and a United States citi-
zen, I wholeheartedly agree that
it is good news that the bid open-
ing for an amphitheater is indefi-
nitely delayed.

Indeed, to build anything on the
exact spot of this Civil War battle
would require the same kind of
thought processes that might have

a rollercoaster built in Arlington -

National Cemetery.

In my humble and considered

opinion, it is not a local-interest
decision. The Civil War was his-

| torically the most critical time in

this nation’s life, and the Prairie
Grove battle site was/Is a part of
the Civil War.

Let us never forget what hap-
pened! :

One thousand times no to the

desecration of the Prairie Grove *

Battlefield!

George Brooks.
Springdale.
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Your editorial of 13 June, 1977
“Mr., Carter And The B-1” was an
interesting compilation of verbi-

age and quite adequately summa-

rized the opposition’s point = of
view concerning the B-1 Bomber
" buy. The decision to build the B-1
bomber, or any other weapons
system, should depend upon the
.“necessity for such a weapons sys-
‘tem; therefore, it boils down to
. gathering sufficient facts to make
~ that determination. Just because
" Mr. Carter, as a presidential can-
didate, made a statement con-

~cerning the requirement for the -
. B-1, hardly passes the “so What?

’test ” It is quite possible and
. highly probable, that since. be- :
coming President he has bétter

i’fv,éyw‘wwf\ ,a) AL ,7‘“/"‘" p,zj /71/7

(Communications on any
subject are welcome. '
Letters should be brief and
typewritten with double
spacing if possible. All
letters -are subject to::
editing. Each letter must -
have a signature and mail- .
ing address although,

 signatures will be with-
held on requést. No pub-'
lished letters will be re-..
turned. No unpublished ™ |.
letters will be returned Un- (.
less 'stamped, self-%|-
addressed . envelope is’

< enclosed. — Editor.)

7 i

f1e1d snte by constructmg an.

‘ amphithe ater on one of the most
+ historically significant areas of

facts at his command than he had -

_ as a candidate for president. .

that the B-1 may be being built as
- a means of building local econ-

omy. If this is the only reason, I

agree that it’s a mighty expensive
way of going about it and will not
contribute to the needs of the pco-
ple. However, while we have that
big word “if” in the discussion,
what if it is necessary to our na-.
tional defense, we don’t have it

and have occasion to need it? .

That is when there wnl be the
Devil to pay. ;

One of our representatlves in
Washington is for it and one is
-against it ,

port. You describe one as being
- eloquent. An eloquent speaker
isn’t necessarily making good

« sense if he doesn’t have his facts
«¢straight. )

There are those in Washington -
«City who advccate spending the .

money that the B-1 program
would cost for social programs,
contending that their programs
are as critical or crucial to our
national security as an adequate
: weapons system. They may be

" correct, but I doubt it. The enemy

from without is more of a threat
to our national security and the

 enemy is real.
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N e - as it was in 1862.

; . Col. USA (Ret.) "
Mountaln Vlew

Prairie Grbve =
To the Editor of the Gazette:

This is an urgent appeal to the -

State of Arkansas not to dese-

e
&

the Prairie Grove battlefield. '
In the spring of 1975, I made a

You allude to the pl"OpOS!tiOIi o 10,000-mile tour of Civil War bat- |

tlefield sites. I returned home

- greatly disturbed by the neglect

and  abuse of many battlefield
sites, especially by private and
public developments.

battlefield site and to provide
adequate interpretation of what

_ happened there they must (1) in-

“clude

- preseryed, or restored, as much

. ¥'m not sure which
one is the zealot. It probably de--
- pends upon which faction you sup-

as Is possible to its condition at.;
-t the time of the battle, (3) that the ;" low, but does not compare in

‘anyway to a dozen or more -

park be used solely for the pur-

pose of interpretation of the bat-':

tle and not for, other recreational
use and activities.
I visited the Prairie' Grove

" Park in early .April, 1975, and I
“ have retained two impressions of

the Park: One, disappointment’
that much of the state-owned por-
-tion of the site has been cluttered
by buildings that were not on the
“site at the time of the battle and .

have no relation to what hap-
pened there on December 7, 1862,

and second, that much of the bat- l

tlefield site is free from develop- .
ment and can be observed much
as it was at the time of the battle,

v thus affording the people of Ar-

* kansas with a rare opportunity to

preserve much of the battlefield

. The construction of the amphi-

" theater is wrong as it, first, is a

development which violates the

‘ “historical integrity of the park
‘" and intrudes upon the events that .

took place there on that Liccem-

" ber day. It'would be impos iblc to
crate another Civil War battle- -

return to Prairie Grove an{ stand

22, /97%

DUNAGIN'S PL.OPLE

.

much of the battlefield
‘7 site a:[‘posslble, (2) the site be

d " Carter’s Setand Loo!\ At The BT

To the Ednior of the Gazette

on that historic spot with the 34th
Arkansas and repulse Herron's
charge on December 7. 1862.
Please do not violate this his-
toric battlefield site any further!
Stop such developments as they
do not belong there! Instead,
spend your money in enlarging
the boundaries of the park to in-
clude more of the battlefield site

‘and thus preserve it for future

generations who will want to re-
turn to Prairie Grove and relieve

lthose dramatic hours of Decem-
. ber 7, 1862 with the boys in blue

and gray.
Robert W. Reinhard,
Professor of qutory,
. Winona State University,
; Wmona Minn.,

Gazeﬂe Sports

' Re: Gazette sportswﬂters
comment on Razorback basket-
ball coach Eddie Sutton being the
logical choice to succeed Bartow

at UCLA.

If battle-
field parks are to fulfill their pri- .-
mary mission; to preserve the '

This comment bothers me for a
couple of reasons I would like to
put forth. First, it is silly to say
that Sutton is the logical choice
for the UCLA position. Sutton is a
good coach in a third-rate confer-
ence. I would be surprised if the
committee selecting a new coach
~at UCLA are even aware of Sut-
ton. Sutton is no doubt a fine fel-

coaches around the country in
first-rate basketball conferences.
Second, this kind of statement ex-
emplifies the non-thinking, emo-
tional hero worsmpi the
Gazette sportswriters for the Ra-
zorbacks whether they deserve it
or not. Saying it does not make it
50. o

I would like to see a truly intel-
lectual sportswriter for the Ga-
zette (if such a creature exists).

Roscoe Lee Bates.
Conway.

Saints A- Plenfy'

To the Editor of the Gazvtte' Ll
The News Media has blundere!
ag1m' The Gazette headlined an
. article today that John Neuman
of Philadelphia was the first

‘made saint of the United States.
wery person that believes and
‘obeys the C(gspel of Christ be-
cormr:2s a sain
’I‘lr(e hundred years before the
Catholic Church was established
the Apostle Paul penned the fol-
lowing words to the Lord’s church
at Ihilippt: “Paul and Timotheus,
the servants of Jesus Christ, to all

the=saints in Christ Jesus which

are_at Philippl, with the clders
and deaconyg (PRI, Araln,

- Houses.

kicking the system over support-
ing it It Is the same spirit, that
dominates the Carter acministra-
tion, and which brought Mr. FCar-
ter tc the presxdency in the first
place. ;

When he is workln[' with that
prevailing spmt Carter tends to
enjoy success — even striking

“success — in the, Congress. Thus

his basic reorganization plan for ;
the government shot through bol.h
. o ‘
The victories he has scored in .
the past 10 days cf intense bat-
tling fit the same pattern. He was
able to rnobilize a fairly large
majority on the House Ways and
Means Committee to sustain a
key proposal of his energy pro-
gram which called for wellhead
taxes to be paid by the oil compa-
nies out of the higher profits they
will realize from rising prices, He

" won that fight by organizing dif-
- fuse independent sentiment

against the big, bad oil compa-
nies.
Another Carter v1ctory, lal'st

Carl T. Rowan

Legal Assisi
‘Law and O.

©1977 Field Newspaper Syndicats
Washington.

. WHY IN THE name of heaven
should the federal government
spend $217 million a vear to help
poor people clutfler up the courts?

That’s the kind of question
you'll hear these days from slum
landlords who don’t want any bar-
riers to evicting tenants who don’t
speedily cough up rent money; or
merchants who don’t, want com-

Iry to repos-

plications when they £
sess the car or TV set, of someone
who has lest his jol!); or social
workers who don’t want govern-
ment-paid lawyers meddling in
their decisions as to what medi-
cal, welfare or other benefits
some poor family can get.
* K K

THIS ISSUE of the government
providing legal assistance for the
poor in civil matters will becor
hotter, for the Congress is in the
process of deciding whether to
renew the mandate of the Lega!
Services Corporation, which ex-

_ pires at Scptember's end, and

whether to give it the $217 mil-
lion requested.

‘By all the normal meaS\}e-
merts of clout in this society, the
Legal Services Corporation is an
underdog. Landlords and mer
chants pack a far bigger wallop
among our lawmakers than do the

poor. And, after all, the leg
serviees program harely survives
the Nixon administration dav:

when pactizen polificking v

1



* Lincoln, Arkansas

LB A b ) : Dear ‘Soapbox: - : {
rclease gentes of prisaiiens Lot located\ In regards to, Mr John Heuston s remark in the Prairie -
we would all be glad to have these
d and ‘gotten back into the stream of ,
‘rlngs to mind that old questlon, “Am I~
' Under some c1rcumstances, yes, in a

. If the state of Arkansas does not have
juate for these prisoners then it should
it has to take care. 'of the .overcrowded .
xist.. Ao SN
obably add or create a few jobs but there
,hould not be evaluated in dollars and ey .
‘nter i is one of them. I think if the center i ki
1coln 1t would put a stigma on the town-
1gnton County These inmates are not ¢
t hardened criminals. We are opposed to
ause it would devaluate property and’ 4
>roblems to arise., . ~“

WG Payn

people of Prairie Grove for maintaining such a fine park.

~ Would like to remind Mr. Heuston that the people of Prairie
" 'Grove or the insiders do not maintain the park, it is maintained

by the Department of Parks & Tourism of the State of

Arkansas and is staffed with State employees As far as the

“rest of your article lt is'o.k. . 5

Neal Burroughs

Lincoln, Ark.
" Dear Soapbox

I will never support a correctlon factllty of any kind in the '
* Lincoln area. I will do all 1 can to prevent its’ placement here.

The idea of a prerelease center in Lincoln should have been y
dropped a long time ago: Lincoln is the wrong place for a good

concept, Recently the City Council had an opportunity to vote
down a resolution to invite the facility to Lincoln. They did not
-; and lost an opportunity to be applauded.

Now we have to waste an evening talking about somethmg I
that shouldn’t even be considered in the first place. The:
reasons for not having the program in Lincoln are obvious.
- First, the residents don’t want it, probably more than we know.
Second if they were employed around Lincoln they would only
' take away jobs from local people. Third, if you transport them
" to another town its a pure waste of money and time. The:

romt
% i3

] Llncoln Arkansas
xlsts m the meoln School System thar
+d. l am . very concerned about the
entary ‘playground; not necessanly the :
»unds itself. B o
it is lmposstble for grass to grow where i
there will always be some trenches and s
_reated over, the years, However, the
w and have been existing for a number
t the ﬁangerous point. In addition to the -
through ‘the middle of thc playground 1
can also be ‘found. bk
ppears to be washed away, not ablade of
anywhere. This is a.very dangerous '.‘-
our chxldren use thls playground nine
o These conditions are conducive to a |
and fallmg over roots ‘and rocks, **

’er clnldren who use thxs portion of the

P SO 14 D)

1 face a long ride to and from work every day. Fourth this could }
, not be considered positive growth, because if it grew, which is
what some folks want, we would be known as a prison town. ,

~significant amount of people from this area wouldn’t it be great

. people working at regulér»jobs? Fifth, if the inmates family@
wanted to be close to him they would have to move to Lincoln,
' that would be inviting more people with more problems, Fmally‘

" its obvious that the majonty of these people came from the area

3 " of which Fayetteville and Springdale would be the geographic
center, The inmates are not going to appreciate being stuck in.

concerncd parent visit thls
ly and see exactly what your chrldren are |
on next year. . gistedi ;
b * tof time and expense mvolved in
Wy -onditions, but can we really put a
s safety? TG TURTORS

b1y 4 (Name thhheld by request ) family.

"1 We could go on and on butﬁ..c whole thing is disgusting, so
let’s ask ourseclves why anyon« would support this. I sec no real
. rceason short of a personal b nefit we'll never know,

I hope the ldea is (llxcnrdc-ll' ( the town mecting, but If it isn't
1

I will continme (o work meain s i U we pot cid of ihis Bleo

Little Rock -

. Lincoln when the facility could just as easily have been located". '
i) close to their home where they could make a local call to their .;'

Grove Enterprise on June 16, 1977, he states that he thanks the '

St ﬁ Little Rock, Ark.

Capltol ;

By Congressman John Paul I!
.. BACK TO THE SPOILS '
Many American history. book-
system’’ to refer to the time when gov:
chosen .and evaluated by political =

- ability. : o

'Forty years ago, the Hatch’ Act was
protects federal employees from beiny
political work as part of their job and

 helps assure the taxpaying public

94 ¢ dte gt ‘.-

government busines will be separate:
Earlier this month, the House of !

“substantially weaken the Hatch Act. !

H.R. 10, as I opposed a similar prop:
If the Hatch ‘Act revisions: are pa:

'signed by the President, our Civil Ser

the Spoils System status of a tool fo
To cite just two possibilities:
If federal employee organizations

-« mandatory dues for political purposes
“'would be, in effet, required to mak«

Secondly, if federal employees &
political funds, government services
campaign contributions. (

To my way of thinking, campaign
voluntary, not a condition for keeping :
And certainly, such government acti:
and loans, Internal Revenue Service ¢

. and Veterans' Benefit hearings, or e»

'savmgs institutions, should not be

: polmcal considerations. NN 1

inmates would appreciate being next to their work, rather than i

_Except for clearly- -established patr
“ment employment should be based on
..and assignments should be based
. capability. To step back to the Spoils

« unfair to both federal employees and '

Besides if the program grew enough to employ any ' .

. to send your kids to work there? Wouldn’t we rather have our -

I invite your views.
Write Congressman John Paul Ha:
Representatives, Washington, D.C.

| Hammerschmidt
- Congressman John Paul 95,7
- Hammerschmidt urged the " river
"' House of Representatives to *. ‘!
“approve nearly $7 million for “tinuc
" continuing land acquisition for *\ Jan«
the Buffalo National River. prop
During debate of the Dé- regi

» partment of Interior appro- The
y priations bill for Fiscal Year addi
1978, Representative Ham-  aco
- merschmidt told his colleagues  the
that the additional funds were  that
needed to assurc (hat land-  w! .

“in the Y LA e

oW
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The State Department of Parks Grove Batt_leﬁeld Pa_rk-;inﬂge been developed or ucavatzd ' the hﬂlsxde can be used for them, mdiwduaL Battleﬁeld

“ampxtheater” at the Prairie

(lnbehevable ' = :
(x_" dfather s Plzza

\/////,::s1

\Dj
)

'COLLIER’

Western Store

and Tcurism has agreed to study old, grassed-over gravel pit
a new .site for the proposed on the east side of the park,
. The new site, which the agency _

was asked to consider by the

Park Commission, is further
west of the proposed site that
would have located the building
in the ravine where an impor=-
tant skirmish in the 1862
Battle of Prairie Grove took
place.

While the gravel pit is part
of the historic ravine,the many
opponents to the state agency’s
intended site point out that the
land over the gravel pit has
already been disturbed.

Other land in the ravine hasnot

for gravel, members of local:
historical societies and Cunl
War groups have said,:

Opponents - were also con="it "
local Prairie Grove Battlefield cerned about the incompatibility

of the ampitheater with the
park’s purpose--an - historic-

purpose primarily. But Bill ~
Henderson, director of Parks’ '
and Tourism, assuaged both -
opponents and the local park

commission ( a groupappointed
by the governor to oversee
park uses) with a drawing of
the ampitheater which shows the
building to be little more than
a 22 feet by 32 feet open-air
pavilion with a stage out front
and a dressing room and rest-

rooms in the rear.
The wood-frame building,

to perform battle interpreta-
tions, by musical groups, by

, audience beahng, Henderson #
said. - :
The unage of the bu.ilding as

a concrete and steel amphi-
theater spread out overthe side
and bottom of a hill originated
two years ago when the state
legislature  appropriated

legislature appropriated
$55,000 to build the structure,

Henderson said, will be available and called it an amphitheater
able for use by groups wanting in the legislation.

Satisfied that the building will
be similar in appearance to

Park Commission members told
the state agency they did not
object to the proposal itself

but preferredto seethe building ._
located in the gravel pit--
because the pit is an already
disturbed area of the park and
because the pit eventually will
require work to improve its
appearance, — ——--. :

Henderson said the agency"s
main objection to the gravel
pit site is the high cost of
moving earth to slope the steep
bank of the pit. But his agency
agreed to study the feasibility

. and report back to the local

commission.

mw-&-.-.../-nn..‘-b. -~

i é
@ : i - st cmved 2 &square dancers and by picnick- other historic buildings in the
E - ers. state park and pleased that the
: CO'O'H Feo?hef o x The building will be placed state agency finally consulted
\ Hatbonds An *
§ g : ; 4 : 1‘:’ : 9 ?a/(?g /MWJW L™ /] 7 )./37 g wu‘_m/& A /C/Wﬁ/ ? ,_7‘47—/ % /]4/07
_ Wrangler “No Fault” 100% Cotton ~ Assorted Wrangler ' ; g‘ OOdS Pllbl] SheS 1n PH 6
140z Denims only $" ]95 Permanent Press Jeans orly $ ] 095 / _ Dr. Randall B.Woods,assoc- in the most et issue of The article is enﬁﬂed “Thé ;
= iate professor of history at the PHYLON, the Atlanta (Ga,) Black American Press and the
/ Hwy 71N 521-2861 i East Gate Shoppmg Center 521-9111 < University of Arkansas, is the University Review of Race and New Manifest Destiny: The
~=7 v author of an article that appears Culture. Waller Affair,” and concernsa
S Y = \‘\/////\\\\\// A 2 diplomatic incident that occured
in 1895 in whic® hn L, Waller
a black Ameri _ wasarrested

and lmprlsoned by Frenchauth-
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Patrick Toran

305 Vondeventer
Feyotteville, Arkansas
72701

July 23, 1977
The iflon. David Pryor
Governor'*s Cffico
State Capltal Fldg.
Little Rocik, Arkansoc

Dear Sir:

I wunt to thenk you for allowing anothey look at the pleccuzent of the
enphitheater/pavilion ot thd Prairic Grove Bajtlefield Pork, It is
poesible that the hictoric ravine will now be precerved and that the
integrity of this Battlefield Park will be fully insurc@ begcouse of this
tenporary delay. I hope that the best soclution will scon be found, and
that everyone will fecl satisfied thot ti:e chosen site renresents our
matual concern for this becutiful,State Dattlefield Perk., iir. Pryorx,
your generous cttention ie well pppreciated wnd, I believe that the
solution of the nroblex of this project will reflect your c2re znd
pereonal involvenent.

It is now possible to dircct attention to the old Archibald Borden
house. Our precervation teaw had b0 stop their projedt of cowploting
the neasurzd drawings ¢f thies 0ld home becavce of the recent probleas in
the RATINE., Ve could 1ot work knowing that thic cruclial terrain feature
was soon to be dzctroved.s It gecemed trat anine mentin of talidng cbout
the ravine, and finding alterncte citec, had no apparent eifect on
project plans, I Felt that thic lose shounld be o puslic iosuc and that
g public hearing would he 2 normal procedure before bids are talzen for
congstruction. Since there was a definite risk invelving the removal of
the Nationzl Regiotér shatus of thig uottleficld rerk, I felt that we
were gpeaking as mach for the pasct as for the future. Ve aprreciate your
timely intcervention, Governor, ond now feel that we can ottend to the
problens relating to the Borden House,

The 014 Archibrnld Rorden home igc now well knovm and cubjeet to
continuing vargaliem, In foct, soreone threw one of the poreh poct down
the nearby well and 1 am acfraid thet the porch roof will scon be destroyed.
Thiis house i#8 now elgible for matching great funds, CGovernor, and if you
could poesibly help thic situstion, e would glally lend ss ruch
asgistence as posoible. I wonder if funds for the Borden houoe can be
njiguected during your specicl legislative secoion vhich beging Ansunt 272
Can any available funds be loecated in the near future, or do we have to
wait until the 197G legislntive gession? There is much to do,an” we rust
try to afford sore mininum protection for the old Borden house hefore
eventual destruction., We stand reedy to help,ond hons thet you esn
locate the needed funda. Thank you for your tima end nersonal attention
te the complex problens of the Frairie Grove Bettlefield Park.

Sincerely, ,

e r g N
Patrick Horan
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that
ol ryor sks for Litter Tax epeal |mm
'.cd”a m The Egy
U;IaSung By BRENDA TIREY convention in the official procla- that at least five ltems would be “just cause” for dismissing Khﬂd;f)"l
«ill leave | Of the Gazette Staff . mation. He did that to limit the * in the call, including the major teachers. Mr. Pryor said thm it ;ilrms - 0
 with ber | - ~Governor Pryor listed 18 legislators to only the bills the reason for the session: Provid-  was too complex and volatile'an ure.{ o8
{ Plains, | tems Tuesday in his official = he wants on those topics. Ing money for the expansion of {ssue to be considered at what thanL;:)m?
ouse an call for a special legislative ses- Leglslatlve sources were  public school kindergartens. he hoped would be “a 72-hour e Yln
2 sion, to convene at 6 p. m. Tues- ~ skeptical of | the governor’s Many of the ltems added session” and that he didn't think [ !l" POst12
wi'w. | day, and one of them was the power to do that, since then are housekeeping the “votes are there” for the till | , Disdain
won In a| repeal of his antilitter tax. The call says that the consti- items, correcting errors and the Assoclation wants. dafy as |
vark, N.J, He also proposed a new anti- tutlonal convention bill enacted  omitted expenditure authoriza-  He sald he would try to h.’]p ffa"cﬁl on
jporaril- litter program to be funded with — at the.special sesslon “shall be  tlons In bills approved at the with a tenure bill in 1978 when cult thnxl'ea
ay in S & §500,000 one-time appropria- substantlally similar in all es-.- regular session earlier this year, the leglslature reconvenes under “Saa?iat
1 * | tlon from the Future Operations Sential provisions, especlally’ and he granted some requests of provisions of its 1077 recess reso-| oo ting 'y
er i Reserve Fund, which is set that provision requiring the ratl- - the Arkansas Muncipal League Jution, Visxan df‘ia
yslcally in- | aside from general revenue col- . fication vote on the proposed’ ' and the Arkansas Assoclation of | Bill Walker, AEA pmldent. coremuniat
o fighting [ lections." About. $40,000 already ~document be held at a speclal * Cousitles for corrective legisla- &ald his organization was “Very | gng”oo"oly
12 4| collected under the controver- . election voto In'1979,” as the. - tlon in laws that affect them. - disappolnted,” but would continue el
the actor, | 8lal tax will be refunded. . .. . blll In the call Mr, Pryor yetoed . . s did not include a bill res to work with the governor and the oy 3]
ha YNl He took the uncsual step of two bills during the regular ses- ' que_;ted by the Arkansas Educa- leglslature on_an acceptable i
lem wott mn tha unte at a4 oen tinr Amenntation that would have measure. Ed Tecter, executive| (Causes A
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ryor Asks Repeal of 'Tax
For Litter Program in Call

:secretary of the Arkansas School

~Boards Association, said the gov-
.ernor was wise not to put the
teacher bill in the sesston,

+. The governor also rcjected a
request by Republican State
Chalrman Lynn Lowe that legisla-
tlon be enacted to “fergive” two
-Republicans and 13 Democrats
who falled to file their oaths of
-offlce with the secretary of state,
and thus are subject to ouster
from office. The two Republicans
have been ousted as members of
the Benton County Quorum Court,
‘but Mr. Pryor has- reappointed
.one,

Mr. Pryor said that more than
100 subjects had been suggested
for the special session and he re-
*served the right to add some

K more before the deadline_to
-amending the call at 6 p.m. Mon-
-day.

He said he hopes that the legis-
lature will conclude its business
by August 5. He said he convened
the special session at 6 p.m. be-
cause the opening day Is always
short, with just the reading of
hills to be introduced. He will
make a brief speech at the open-
Ing ceremony.

: Call Items Listed

‘" The call asks the legislature:
~+ 1. To appropriate expenses for
the session.

2. To create a litter control
program in the Local Services
Department.

3. To call a constitutional con-
-vention for 1979.

4. To appropriate expenses of
: the Constituional Convention.
- 5 To authorize the transfer of
land at the Little Rock Unit of the
.State Hospital to the Vetergas
-Administration for a new hospi-
' tal.
s. 6. To allow payment of real
and personal property taxes, ei-
fther by installment or in full,
< without penalty until October 10
* each year,
*. ' 7. To appropriate $612,000 this
< fiscal year and $1,421,420 in the
7yt flscal year for the kindergar-

. 8. To appropriate $4 million for
s the state aid street account of the
¢state Highwav and Transporta-
‘tlon Department from federal
§ le-tharing funds,

-. To appropriate $20,000 this
‘ year and $25,000 in the next fiscal
» year for the state Labor Depart-
!ment to match federal mining
-progrum  fundy and to print
,.dungn \n law, The Progrim waos
, 2PProved, but no apending author-

VMY war et fothe

S

.

reputar

hoards to have up to seven mem-
bers. The 1877 legislature re-
duced the maximum to five and
that has created disputes In a few
counties, Mr. Pryor said.

11. To reinstate spending au-
thority for the Southwest Voca-
tlonal Technical Institute at East
Camden to complete the Fire
Tralning Academy ponstruction
and spend $75,000 for an on-cam-
pus wastewater training facility.

12. To amend Act 359 of 1977,
which gave Arkansas-based bid-
ders a 5 per cent preference in
bids on state-purchased commodi-
tles, so that new businesses and
small businesses that do not pay
employment security taxes, but
do pay sales tax, are eligible for
the preference.

13. To reappropriate $100,000
for amounts owed on construction
at the University of Arkansas at
Pine Bluff.

14. To authorize state Building
Services to spend up to $500,000
in rental income for lease-pur-
chase property, authority omitted
by error by the regular session.

15. To remove a sentence in the
Revenue Stabilization Law that
would have prevented distributing
any of Allotment C to state agen-
cles in the next fiscal year.

16. To amend the Uenmploy-
ment Security Law to assure that
school employes are not eligible
for unemployment benefits during
school holidays.

17. To provide that state law
requiring unemployment compen-
sation” benefits for municipal,
county and school district em-
ployes conforms with any future
changes in federal law that might
relieve them of the tax liability
for the unemployment insurance.

18. To amend Act 754 of 1977
to allow payment of the actuarily
determined cost of § retirement
system for county rzlected offi-
clals over five years,linstead of at
one time. The legislature ap-
proved the retirement plan, but
dldn’t fund it except to allow defi-
cits to be taken from county turn-
back aid from the state. About $5

million may be removed next|

year without this amendment.

The antilitter tax, which ranged
from $10 to $100 a year depend-
Ing on sales volume of a business,
provoked an outcry around the
state when businesses starting re-
celving bills for the tax due July
31, '

Mr. Pryor sald Tuesday, “We
are responding to the people. The
poople sald this was not the way
to {xpprr‘mvh a litter program.”

be he cnui Yne

He noted that no new state em-
ployes would be needed for this
program. Senator Max Howell of
Jacksonville and Representative
John M. Lipton of Warren will
gponsor the litter program bllls,
he sald,

The program would reserve
$400,000 of the general revenue
appropriation for county quorum
courts, to be distributed on the
same formula as state general
revenue turnback for counties, in
grants ranging from $5,360 to
$10,000. Mr. Pryor suggested that
some of these grants could be
used as match for federal grants
for solld waste disposal, or other,
facllities.

The remalning $100,000, plus |:’

any money unused by counties,
would be for discretionary grants
to be allocated by the state Local
Services Department Advisory
Councll. Local - governments  or
private organizations could qual-
ify for the money.

The constitutional convention

blll follows a compromise agreed

£
on earlier this week by Mr. Pryor |

and Representative Bobby L.
Glover of Carlisle, sponsor of one

of two general electlon bills ve- | 2

toed by Mr, Pryor during the reg-

ular session. It would provide for |
electlon of 100 delegates at the |-

1978 general election, a three-day |:

organizational meeting of dele-
gates In December 1978, a con-

vention beginning in May 1979, |

and a special election on the pro-
posed revision the second Tues-
day in November 1979.

Voters at the 1976 general elec-
tin approved a ballot question on
calling a convention, and support-
ers of the effort had started cir-
culating petitions to call one by
referendum because he 1977 reg-
ular legislative session did not re-
sult in a bill.

Sharing a Ride With a Friok

From the grin on his face, Fred Jimu ez, 4, of Fresriq[

to have everything a small bey's heart could desir E
a warm puppy, bare feet and a swing at a local park,

}

®){
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Ty Wllham E Henderson, Dl- &
rector of the Arkansas Depart-
ment of Parks & Tourism, said

, last week. that due to ex-

“'pressions of concern the De-

- partmént  will postpone
‘.opening of *bids for
struction of a small amphi-
. theater and-pavilion building
- at. Prairig { Grove . Battlefield
“.Park: He said the purpose ‘of
+ the postpohement of bids is to
1,perm1t .the _Department 'ta’

I 22
: again reconsnder the site lo- -

‘catnon.. !,‘,’,'
S '~u ...

; 7 0(1"

e

,f Dale Plefcel a ‘member of
. the’' Prairie Grove Edward J.-
v Mason American Leglon Post’ -
4} ‘was’ endorsed by the First

-, District Legxonnalres for his
3 candldacy as’ the Northwest
Area Commander. -

The endorsement was made ~

Sunday afternoon, 'June S at
“the District meeting held at
" the Prairie Grove Post. Pierce
" is running against Paul Dean
;of the 13th District. Election

the
con-

members of the State Parks
staff will be in Prairic Grove
this week to discuss the matter
* with the members of the

Prairie Grove Battlefield com-

mission. -

The State Parks Division has
"developed plans for the small
" building in accordance with

Act 593 of the 1975 General -
" Assembly. The facility will be - :
“a frame structure of the Civil’
War Era in keeping with other -
‘- buildings at the park. The

a

overall dimensions are 22’ x

'Hende[son sald that he and;,r 32’, with a 13’ open stage, and
: 5‘29) FE plarrosin ~ 22X 32

vnerce seeks

' o,

" District, elected Herb Wright
' of Cave Springs as their new
.. commander and Dale Horn,
also of Cave Springs, as the
" Auxiliary president,
the annual spring district
conferencL

‘At the joint morning ses-
' snon, a large crowd was on
hand to hear the keynote

" speech of the day by Russell’

Laycox of Lincoln, who spoke

“.reSults'will be announced July. ;¥ about the Legion sponsOred

17 at, the American .Legion

2 Department Conventlon in Hot
& Springs. . . ..

Amencnn Leglon and Auxil- |

Boys State Program.

Prairie Grove Post officials -

« who made the district mem-
. bers welcome were Post Com-

1 lL Saturday are shown with the prizes they recelved following the

lai'y members of the _First

during '

i Hulse,

is estlmated to cost $31 500:
No seating will be constructed
and spectators will use the

“open hillside.

The Parks Department also
released a fact sheet outlining
its cfforts to find a suitable
site. )

Act 593 of 1975 appropriated
the State Parks Division
$55,000 for the construction of

a suitable amphitheater and
* renovation of various facilities
* located in Prairie Grove Battle-

ficld State Park. Operating

- under this mandate, the State

32 ’mé’uawaf + AMPNTHEATER

- ;

mander Austm J. Brady and

Auxiliary . Presndent Mllhe
Hilse, **" *=

The Happiness Gospel
Singers of Dutch Mills pre-
sented a gospel concert at the
morning session and partici-

- pated in the morning worship

service which was delivered by
Chaplain Lester Smith.

First District officers - pre-
siding at the morning and
afternoon sessions were First
District Commander Bill
Prairie Grove;
commander Herb Wright,
Cave Springs; Adjutant James

. Kley, Lincoln; Chaplam Lester

icy are Jan Napler, winner of a drawing for a 20"’ bicycle, Gregory

He

iy

I
‘as

Sy In

-Second prize in the drawing
-was won by Jan Napier, who
* took home a 20-inch bicycle.
All youngsters in the parade
were eligible for the drawmg,
@ prizes.
the costime judging,

Karla Burris was named the
+ overall winner. She was given

$30 for her efforts in being
. selected as the best costumed
*entrant in the parade,

: Other winners in the cos-
¢ tume "judging were Dwayne

he=’ Flynt in the pre-school divi-

*sion, Marty Reed in the

- youngsters.

g for a 10-speed bicycle, Carla Burris, winner of $30 for best over all
‘nyne Flynt, winner of a tricycle for best costume In the pre-school
uer of a skate board for best costume In the elementary division and
‘0 for best costume in the early tecn divislon. The Kiddie Purade is
ove Merchants Association.

[Staff Photo]

winners named

elementary division and Jeff

.Yates in the early teen cate-.

gory. Flynt received a tricycle
as his prize, Reed was given a
skateboard and Yates took
home a radio.

Judges for the parade were
Terry and Christine Christo-
pher of Neosho, Missouri.

The Kiddie Parade is an
annual event staged by the
local merchants for areca
This year the
parade was held earlier than in
the past, when it was sched-
uled for late July.

"egmn po‘_

Vice-

Parks Division began a- 51te
review and planning process
lasting approximately two
years. : r 2

In the fall of 1976, the
Department announced a site
on a hillside which overlooks a
substantial portion of the
battleground with the thought :
that among other functions
this site might provide a good
locale for battlefield
pretation. The selection was
then published in the Enter-
prise and otherwise publicized

around the State. Substantial
objection to the site was !
S22 |

Mﬂ/hfg

i o

Smlth Morrow; Wash *Co.
,Com. Lew Myers, Lincoln;
- Dist.- Ex.-committeeman Bill

Rodgers, Lincoln; First Dist.
Auxiliary President
Kley, Lincoln; Vice-pres. Dale
Horn, Cave Springs and Dist.
Sec. Rainy Laycox, Lincoln.

Guests who attended were. |

Thirteenth District Com-
mander and Auxiliary Presi-
dent Bill and Louisa McGrew,"
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Dean and
Mr. and Mrs. Griffin, all from
the Ft. Smith area and Mr. and
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recenved because of its néar-

‘ness to a focal point of the

a “t.ed

battle near the apex of General . B¢
Herron's charge and because i
cof its proximity to the Borden : §

House, the _only ‘structure’

“which still stands that was’ at

“battle. On the basis of these

~objections,

inter- .

:t groups.’
. considered all proposed alter-
. nate site locations,

* such

_excesswe noise,
Luedell :

the department

Prairie Grove at the time of the ~

agreed to reconsider the site ¥

‘_' i
(IR

selection. os¥

On-site v1sxts and con- :
ferences were held with mem- _

bers of a large number of .
and organizations ;
including - the Department of
' Natural and Cultural Heritage

agencies

and a number of private
All parties involved

most of
which were eliminated for
considerations as in-
fringement on existing key
structures, overcrowding of
the presently developed area,
inadequate
parkmg, requirement to make
major excavations, excessive:
or offensive smells.

| tentative site was selected,

4

Mrs. Chalmer Laycox of Fox "~

Hills, Calif., “of
spcaker Laycox.

At the afternoon business
sessions the main order of
business was the election of

the 1977-78 officers, = Those

parents

fadrle e s

Dale Plcrce g
elected to serve with Com-1 small dramatic productions,

mander Wright were: -

Vice-Commander Russell
Laycox, Lincoln; Chaplain Les-
ter Smith, Morrow; Dist. Ex.-
committeeman Harry Olson,

Rogers; Wash. Co. Com.
Austin J. Brady, Prairie
Grove; Carroll Co. Comm.

Clyde Capps, Eurcka Springs;
Madison Co. Comm. James
Auston; Benton Co. Com.
Donnie Clark, Rogers; Nation-
al Convention Delegates Erick
H. Hartman, Bella Vista and
alternate, Harry Olson.

Auxiliary officers elected to
serve with Mrs. Horn were
Vice-president Nancy Hobach,
Bentonville; National Conven-
tion delegate Nora Bea Lingle-
bach, Springdale and alternate
Helen Beneyka, Rogers.

All District officers will be
confirmed and installed at the
Department Convention to be
held in Hot Springs in mid-
July.

located in the ravine.

" _{A meeting was then held
" with Miss Anne Bartley, Di- -
rector of the Department of .

Cultural Heritage, Repres-
entative Bill Ramsey, and a
substantial number of staff
members from both agencies,
including - the State Historic
Preservation Division. The De-

A new .

partment’s tentative selection °
was thoroughly examined at .

the meeting. No alternate site -

iwas identified by any partici-

__E.pam in the meeting which did

JlOt.\ possess. more _disadvan-

_the situation. The bid opening
. which had been scheduled for -

ld;,es than the site selected.
SIhe ‘selected "site offered
(hCSe advantages; provided

. adequate parking area, favor-

able angle to the sun, suffi-
cient seating area for public
use and dispersal of activity as
well as a focal point from

which the Battle of Praire -

Grove - could be - |nlefpre(cd

J-.‘pmpcrly 2t i g

The structure itself is a
multi-purpose in nature, It is

4, intended not only to provide
4 opportunities for interpre-
4 tation but it will provide the.
{ public with a facility that can

? be used for public meetings, -

and can serve in less active-
| periods as a sheltered picnic

area. The design is patterned
after structures prevalent in
the Civil War Era.

In view of the contmued

objections to the new site on
the basis that it is also a focal
point of the battle, the Depart-
ment elected to further review

June 14th will be postponed "

pending the outcome of this
reconsideration effort. .

In view of the fact that the
Battle of Prairie Grove covered
even more than the 64 acres
presently encompassed in the
park aud, like any Civil War
Batile, had many focal points,
it may prove difficult to
identify any usable portion of
the Prairic Grove Battlefield
State Park which did not play a
significant role in this Civil
War Action.
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s lacks leadership in its own ranks.
tically, it is unwilling to believe that
constituents have any but the nar-
sest, most selfish, motivations in re-
nding to a national debate, as in the
)ate on energy policy.

n *~e summing up, this Congress

s\ - appear capable of a coherent
roach to the hard national issues; it
» no sense of direction or grasp of
cre the national interest lies. It is
‘rwhelmingly Democratic in party
itification but, like the Republican
rresses of the past, it seems unable
:ccomplish much of anything.

t is all evocative of the late Fifties
| very early Sixties when the Demo-
'tic Congresses of that period were
nbling along, stirring a great na-
al debate about the ability of the

‘onal assembly to function. Now it is
/7, and here we are at the same
Le, having come full circle.

»' Queen!

(hat ‘the British have made their roy-
y a gentle complement to democ-
'y, rather than a competitor with it.
'y’'ve conformed the past with the
sent, nor is the process of benevo-
t change a recent thing. In the time
Elizabeth’s great-great-great-great
-ndfather Genrge the Third, the elder
't could say, “The poorest man may
his cottage bid defiance to the forces
the Crown. It may be frail, its roof
y shake *** but the King of England
not enter *** all his force dares not
ss the threshold of the ruined tene-
nt!” Rather than power, the royalty
abolizes today Britain’s permanence,
survival against the fiercest hurri-
s of history, and it has need of this
ninder ln its present economic tor-
ats. .
\s to the latter question, of course,
Jubilee itself is no small cash-in-

) reminds Britons that the royalty,
from being a drag on the treasury,
ns a huge profit for the country
ry year in attraction of tourist dol-
5, If the day ever comes when we
mnot :see  history march" by every
rning as the Queen’s Life Guards
ade with flawless precision down
- shaded avenue, not many of us will
/ the fare any more. .
dany people are too intent on eras-
all the color of tradition, all the old
1bols, simply for the sake of change
' Jke of all except the present,
ving us without the illuminations
| artistry of those who came before.
1ce great literature is reduced to ev-
day language so that the semi-liter-
can understand it, though with its
wty stripped away not even they
y want to read it. With such things
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Original Plan for ‘Prairie Grove’

"'To the Editor of the Gazette:

As I have no desire to become a
combat casualty in the “Second
Battle of Prairie Grove.” I make
the following observations with
reluctance. However, the Ga-
zette’s editorial, “Battlefield
Bungle, (June 3), demands com-
ment and clarification.

The editorial itself is something
of a bungle. It’s long on indigna-
tion and short on background
facts.

For one thing, the editorial de-
scribes the purpose of Prairie
Grove Battlefield State Park as
“preservation,” and adds, “Within
the concept of preservation, any
development has to be on the
fringes.”

Obviously your research over-
looked a public statement, made
on December 7, 1956, at the dedi-
cation of the park, by the late
Fred McCuistion. “The park
area,” he announced, “will ex-
pand to include most of the main
battle areas. Such things as craft
shops, display and sales centers
for these products; an amphi-
theater; children’s play areas; and
a roadside park can be seen.”

Mr. McCuistion was one of a
handful of Northwest Arkansas
citizens who brought the Prairie
Grove Battlefield State Park to
reality. I could also name Prof.
W.J. Lemke, Prof. Bob Logan,
State Senator “Deacon” Wade,
Tom Feathers, and several ladies
of the U.D.C.—all, alas, now dead
so far as I know.

They planned a park for mul-
tiple public use, and spent time,
energy, and money to help bring
it into being. Note, please, their
original plans included an amphi-

v enterprise’ a satisfying fact which % theater.

In September of 1957, the Bat-
tlefield Park Memorial Founda-
tion, then in charge, issued a
report of progress, following ear-
lier action by the General Assem-
bly to appropriate $50,000 for
development.

From that report is this state-
ment: “The Commission plans to
acquire additional acreage adjoin-
ing the park, and to develop this
land as both a battle memorial
and a tribute to pioneers who first
settled Prairie Grove Valley. The

.acreage has a unique feature, a

natural bowl or amphitheater in
which 2,000 persons could com-
fortably be seated to witness an
historical pageant of other per-

(Communications on any
subject are welcome. Let-
ters should be brief and
typewritten with double
spacing if possible. All let-
ters are subject to editing.
Each letter must have a
signature and mailing ad-
dress although signatures
will be withheld on re-
quest. No published letters
will be returned. No un-
published letters will be
returned unless stamped,
self-addressed envelope is
enclosed. — Editor.)

formance.” (In short, interpreta-
tion.)

Now don’t read me wrong. I
don’t care one way or the other
whether an amphitheater is built
in the park. I cite the above facts
to indicate that amphitheater and
a multiple purpose park were
planned from the beginning, con-
trary to the misconception held
by the Gazette and others now so
vigorously protesting.

As for the Gazette’s assump-
tion that the park is clear of non-
battle structures—“Those acres
deserve to remain as they were
when it happened,” as you state
it—please stand corrected.

More than a dozen buildings,
most of Northwest Arkansas his-
torical significance, stand within
present park boundaries. Not one
of them was there “When it hap-
pened,” which is to say the battle
of December 7, 1862. And cer-
tainly the self-propelled Army
gun, of Korean War artillery
fame, standing near the Hindman
Memorial Museum, postdates
“when it happened” by nearly a
century.

The Gazette waxes indignant
over alleged desecration of “hal-
lowed ground” at Prairie Grove
by a proposed amphitheater. May
I ask, in passing, what was the
Gazelte’s editorial stance 25
years or so ago, when a big push
was on to spend $50,000 in Arkan-
sas money to erect a monument
on Vicksburg Battlefield to the
memory of Arkansas Confeder-
ates who fought there?

The last time I was on Vicks-
burg Battlefield you could hardly
see the battleground for the nu-
merous monuments, Arkansas’s
right in there among 'em. If
memory serves me right, the Ga-
zette was instrumental in getting

DUNAGIN'S PEOPLE

that Arkansas money spent east
of the Mississippi, when Civil War
battlefields in our own state were
hardly marked at all.

You've fired a mighty volley in
this matter of an amphitheater at
Prairie Grove. Even my friend
“Fat George” Fisher has done an
injustice to the state parks de-
partment by blaming it for the
project. Better fall back and re-
group your facts, gentlemen, be-
fore you fire another round and
miss the target completely.

Ernie Deane.

Fayetteville.

Consumer Agency

To the Editor of the Gazette:

A majority of Americans, ac-
cording to polls, are in favor of a
Consumer Protection Agency to
be created by Congress. That’s
precisely why the U. S. Chamber

of Commerce, aided and abetted ¥

by businesses, has mounted a
huge organized effort to defeat
any such bill. Business doesn’t
want any such interference.

Apparently many businesses
feel that the American consumer
should not be protected against
fraud, bilking, phony contracts, or
misrepresentation.

In spite of this a Consumer
Protection Agency was actually
passed by Congress a year or two
ago, only to be vetoed by Presi-
dent Ford. Since then, and due to
the pressure of the lobbying of
vested interests, many Congress-
men, including many Republi-
cans, have changed their minds!

The main argument of those
opposed to a Consumer Protec-
tion Agency is that it would only
create one more of an already
bloated beaurocracies, which,
they say, is against the campaign
promises of Carter to reduce the
number of beaurocracies. This is
specious reasoning of the lowest
order! A good many of the 200
odd Federal agencies will be
eliminated by President Carter
through consolidation. A Con-
sumer Protection Agency would
be one of the products. Is that
bad?

Now is the time for every
American to come to the aid of
his pocketbook. Write your Con-
gressman and your Senator today!
Tomorrow may be too late!

W. V. Cunningham.

Hot Springs.

Flag Day

To the Editor of the Gazette;
In a few days, June 14, we will
observe the 200th birthday of Old

Glory, the most beauntiful Flag In -
R — e o the world It wae !

Tine 14
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smoting Mew Book

nhower, daughter of former President Richard
2 as she holds a copy of the book she has
ple,” a collection of portraits of six persons
ed her thinking and inspired her. She was at
omoting the book.

Baysinger iles
Motion Asking
ForNew Judge

HARRISON (AP) — Attorneys
for Robert Baysinger, 31, of Har-
rlett (Searcy County) asked Cir-
cuit Judge Joe Villines of
Harrison Friday to disqualify
himself from hearing further pro-
ceedings in Baysinger’s capital
murder case.

Baysinger is:charged in the
February 9, 1976, shotgun slaying
of former Searcy County Sheriff
Billy Joe Holder.

Baysinger was convicted on the
charge in Septembér. and sen-
tenced to life in prison, but the
state Supreme Court overturned
his conviction last month and or-
dered a new trial. The trial is
scheduled for June 27.

Baysinger’s attorneys said

i |Judge Villines should disqualify
| |himself because of “close per-

* |sonal ties)’ to Holder. The attor-
‘|neys congended that the judge

would be Jiased and prejudiced as
a result of his relationship with
Holder and would not be able to
conduct a fair and impartial trial.

Judge Villines, who presided at
Baysinger’s first trial, took the

motion under advisement.
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State to Review Plans.
For Theater in Ravine

At Civil War Battléfield

By the Assoclated Press

State Parks Director Richard Davies said Friday that the
state would take another look at the controversial decision to
build an amphitheater in a historic ravine at the Prairie
Grove Battlefield State Park. He said the bid opening for the
$31,500 facility, originally scheduled for June 14, had been

postponed indefinitely.

“I think we’ll come up with
something that at least will sat-
isfy most folks,” Davies said. “We
are faced with splitting the differ-
ence between historical integrity
and the day-to-day operation and
interpretation of the park.”

Civil War historians say the ac-
tion that turned the tide of the
December 1862 Battle of Prairie
Grove in Northwest Arkansas
took place in the ravine. Jerry
Russell of Little Rock, a member
of the Civil War Roundtable of
Arkansas, said the 11,000 Confed-
erate troops and 15,000 Union
troops were in the battle, which
the Union won. Russell said that
“they could have walked all over
the battlefield and not found a
worse spot” than the ravine.

But state Representative Bill
Ramsey of Prairie Grove, who fa-
vors the ravine site, said,
“There’s just not going to be any
location that will please every-
body. I feel strongly that it;needs
to be built. My local peopie are
really up in the air about it. They

say what right does an outsider
have to come and tell us where to
build this thing?”

Ramsey said that $55,000 for
park improvements, including
money for the amphitheater, was

approved by the legislature two °

years ago.

Russell said, “The ravine was
the scene of a bloody battle. It
ain’t there for Frisbee tarowing
and picnics. It is hallowed ground.
The purpose is for commemora-
tion, not recreation.”

Hair Cut for MS

A four hour hair cutting session
to benefit the Multiple Sclerosis
Society will be held by Fantastic
Sam'’s Family Haircutters from 1
to 5 p.m. Sunday atlits locations
at 8211 Geyer Sp.ings, 11601
Rodney Parham and 2513 McCain

-Boulevard, North Little Rock. All

proceeds will be donated to help
the Arkansas MS Chapter reach
its 1977 goal of $150,000.

CROSCILL

ensemble

orig. $55
twin-bedspread
sale -

RS P e

fripged “Old
Colony’’ bedroom
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Baitle of

By LlI\DEL HUTSON
Associated Press Writer

PRAIRIE GROVE, ARK. — A new battle is
shaping up over a rocky, weed- covered
ravine where Confederate soldiers fought
Union troops more than a century ago. This
time the weapons are words, not guns.

Civil War buffs apparently have won the
first skirmish in their fight to keep state
officials from bu:ldmg a $31,500 amphitheater
and pavilion in the ravine. State Parks
Director Richard Davies says plans have
been temporz}plv shelved because of opposi-
tion,

Mon. June 6, 1977 &t Tou.s Globe-Bemacrat
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words shapmg up at Civil qu boﬁleground

“THE RAVINE WAS the scene of a bloody
battle. It ain’t there for Frisbee-throwing and
picnics,” said Jerry Russell of Little Rock, a
founder of the Civil War Roundtable devoted
to Civil War lore.

“It is hallowed ground " he said. “The
purpose is commemoration, not recreation.”

Russell said the ravine is the spot where
the tide turned against the South in the
December, 1862, Battle of Prairie Grove. He
said the loss of that battle was the beginning
of the end of the Confederacy in Arkansas.

State Rep. Bill Ramsey of Prairie Grove, a
proponent of the ravine site, said, ““There’s

just not going to be any location that will
please everybody. I feel strongly that it needs
to be built. My local people are really up in
the air about it. They say what right does an
outsider have to come and tell us where to
build this thing?”’ e

Davies said the site has not been ruled out
and he lopes to ‘“‘come up with something
that at least will satisfy most folks.

“WE ARE FACED with splitting the
difference between historical integrity and
the day-to-day operation and interpretation
of the park,” he said.

Russell said opponents have proposed sev-

eral alternate sites on the battleground 150
miles northwest of Little Rock, but he said
park officials insist the ravine is the best
location. -

“It’s just obstinacy,” said Russell. ”No
valid argument has been presented for
destroying the historical significance of that
piece of land.”

Amateur Civil War historian Pat Horan of
nearby Fayetteville agrees that locating the
building in the ravine would detract from
the effort to preserve the site. He wants -
public hearings on the issue. '

“THE APEX OF the long march of Union

_Confederate casualties, he said.

Gen. Francis J. Herron was right there in -
4! at ravine,”” Horan said. "It was probably .

12 of the fastest, most spectacular Union

marches of the war. Gen. Herron mmated the - =

battle at the end of that march.”

Horan estimated that Confederaté Mayj.
Gen. Thomas C. Hindman of Arkansas had

12,000 troops against 14,000 Union troops. -
Counting men killed, wounded and missing,

there were 1,251 Union casualties and 1,317

The ravine today, Horan said,
pl~ce. It's not easy to see, but once you see it,
it becomes very central to the battlefield.”’ -

2

“‘is a quiet

Specnal prosecmor for child abuse cases

Child abusers will come under the scrutiny
of a special city prosecutor w1th1n the next
month.

“Once we have established our unified plan
of attack, we expect that the criminal courts
will be seeing more cases of child abuse,”
said Circuit Attorney George A. Peach. :

HE SAID SUNDAY that he will appoint
Mrs. Marion G. Sisen, an assistant prosecu-
tor, to the new jud.

In the meantime, he will meet with local
experts in the field — officials of the juvenile
court and the Division of Family Services and
hospital units — to determine strategy.

Peach said there have been few sucrescful

prosecuuons of child abusers here—only
about a dozen in the last two years.

Peach said child abuse cases are difficult to
prosecute.

“It’s largely a matter of depending on
circumstantial evidence,” he said. ‘‘By hav-
ing a special staff to deal with such cases, it
would at least bring the circuit attorney’s
office into the case at an early stage

“In addition, a special prosecutor will allow
ready reference for legal ramifications, and
complainants and lawyers will have somecne
to call for guidance. It will give us a chance
to decide promptly whether we have a legal
case.

Probable Israeli officic

By Associated Press

HAMBURG, WEST GERMANY—Ezer
Weizman who is ~<pected to be defense
caaister  the next Isracli governmeat,
was quoted Sunday as saying he can
“very well” imagine Israel being forced
to strike the first blow in a future Middle
~aS r.

with the weekly magazine Stern. “With
the borders we have today, or very
minor changes, we need no' start & aew
war "’ "
Tue interview was conducted in Israel.
Weizman was - <o quoted saying that
Likud leader Regin, who is
~xpected to guvernmer:
i - . Vant Mawe

“] THINK IF a man or woman beats
another human being, the authorities should
be bought in. I'm not saying that prison is
the best place for child abusers, but they
should be brought before the courts.””

Peach said the plan stemmed from a
proposal by Dr. Edwin Dodson, a physician at
St. Louis Children’s Hospital, who had
hu.ndled a particularly tragic case in which a
year-old boy suffered brain dainage.

He said he expected to have the necessary
apparatus set up by the end of the month..
The plan, he said, would require no additional
money. Existing investigators would be used
to assist the spac..! prosecutor.

ks of war

“THE ISRAELI government had
changed hands in a democratic m:anner
and the Americans wiil have 0 live with
it,” Weizman said. *‘It is time for

President Carter to speak not only of a
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To the Editor of the Gazette:

I'm a 15-year-old resident of
Prairie Grove. I have lived all my
life within two blocks of the Prai-
rie Grove Battlefield Park.
Through the years I have seen it
become one of the most beautiful
places in our area.

I suppose a lot of people around
here really want the amphi-
theater, but you can count me
out. Sure, it would be nice to have

_some place to perform when it

rains. But perform what? The
biggest thing we would probaly
use it for would be square danc-
ing, and that happens two nights a
year in September. Also, I don’t

. know if Governor Pryor has taken

a walk through our park lately to
see the  natural beauty that is
here and I don’t know if he has
tried to imagine what a big slab
of concrete would actually do to

..~ the looks of the park. But I am
¢+ certain that if he did, just the nat-
“ ' ural beauty of the park would

change his mind.

-1 really hope the peaple of
Prairie Grove who are for the
amphitheater, and hopefully, Gov-

-ernor Pryor too, will take a
~ “kid’s” opinion and seriously re-

* consider. I, and a lot of other peo-
ple, would really appreciate it.

-And those soldiers from the “War

in the Ravine” probably would
m&;‘?;&
Ned v Susan Parks.

Prairie Grove.

) 4Envnronment Answers

- To the Editor of the Gazette:
I am a resident of Albuquerque,

Arkansas, I picked up the Arkan-
sas Gazette and read the letter
. from Leland Smith in the May 26
~issue, I felt prompted to reply.

It Is improper to speak of en-

alavemcnt when dwllng wlth that

LIS B PN VIS SV PN A DR | N M

(Communications on any
subject are welcome.
Letters should be brief and
typewritten with double
spacing if possible. All
letters are subject to
editing. Each letter must
have a signature and mail-
ing address although
signatures will be with-
held on requeést. No pub-
lished letters will be re-
turned. No unpublished
letters will be returned un-
less stamped, self-
addressed envelope is

enclosed. — Il-;‘ditor.)

we have been like foreign para-
sites on the earth; adapting it at
an alarming rate to our own self-

ish ends. As is obvious by man’s’
relationship with man, we are a:
reckless, thoughtless being, moti-

vated mainly by egotistical, ma-
terialistic desires. We are capable
of vast destruction simply be-
cause we want pointless luxuries.

Natural resources are only so
when they continue to thrive. Fur-
thermore, the term “natural re-
source” also has a more subtle
definition. I wonder if Mr. Smith
has strolled lately through green
forests and shared his meal with
wild creatures; much less appre-
ciated the cleansing properties of
fresh tree-made oxygen? Person-
ally, I thoroughly enjoy wilder-
ness and can see naught but
benefit in allowing it to evolve
naturally.

Never let it be said that I am
against “progress,” but it must be
responsible, considerate progress.
Why persist in careless growth
when the sweet earth is a hospita-
ble, providing place, one for
which we haven’t a replica? Our
food, clothing, shelter, recreation
and philosophy have all been
sorvul royully a d uncondluon-

allus da sin 1 nd

ings claiming the right to life?
Those who feel otherwise are po-
tentially dangerous to the serene
evolution of this planet.

Thank you so much for your
time and I hope I have served to
create reverence for life in some-
one once again. By the way, Ar-
kansas grows luscious peaches!

Joy Thrasher.

Albuquerque, N.M.

Dick
To the Editor of the Gazette:
Now that Tricky Dick has had

 his last hurrah, may we be spared

any new filming. Let it be said
that he is still the money-grab-
bing crook that he was in his vice
presidential days, when his cam-
paign was fed with $25,000 bites,
and he made his “Checkers
speech” to impress Ike that he
was his fair-haired boy.

I knew what he was in 1968
when I voted for him, but at the
time, I thought he was the lesser
of the three evils running for of-
fice. I really believed him when
he said he had a quick way of
ending the war in V.N. Little did I
know that he meant down to the
last G.I.

I say good riddance and let us
forget him, let him goose-step his
way back to San Clemente to the
background blubbering sobs of
H.E.H. and others who believe he
was hounded out office. He can
stay in San Clemente as long as
he can convince heaven and hell
that they neither one want him,
and live high on the hog at tax-
payers’ expense.

He should hope that history for-
gets him, but as Shakespeare said,
“Our evil lives after us, while the
good is interred with our bones”
(or words to that effect), so who
knows, he may always remain as
the rotienest apple in the barrel

nf nalitiog

Party to demonstrate f
right to demonstrate, hac
put down with maximum
and left in its wake a sl

_. dent named Georgina Ma:
e 19,

Jumpy Romans looked d
consternation at the red ho:
vancing among the shops :

. tels. The invaders wore t:

hats, red shirts carried re
ners. Was it . :
* * *

HOLD IT. That flag bein;
as a cape by one of the |
ers—wasn't it the Union
Yes. And the red flag proc
the Liverpool Football

~which, with some 36,000 f

tow, had come to Rome,
frighten the natives out o
wits but to play a Germa:
for the world soccer cha
ship.

The sigh of relief emitted
Via del Corso would have
the sails of one of Caesar
leons.

Violence is on people’s i
Italy these days. Street c
on the rise. Kidnaping is a |

. industry. But even more al.

to Italians is a new pheno:
the violent demonstration.

They are not, as Ministe:
terior Francesco Cossiga
out, like the American &
demonstrations.

“These are against the
against government itse|
says.

The political consequen:
still being assessed.

The two worst riots occu
universities in cities unde.
munist control, Bologn
Rome, and the Communist
not cope. When the secretz
eral of the Communist-do:
union, Luciano Lama, wen:!
campus of the Univer:
Rome last February on &
cation mission and was hoo
the platform, some Com:
began to have grave doubt
the compromesso storico,
so far has meant that (

C.L. Sulzberger

That Car
‘Good C

© 1977 N.Y. Times News Serv:
; I
THE ARGUMENT b
Western and Eastern
blocs—variously described
mocracy versus autocr:
human rights vis-a-vis
lack—Iis one of history':
Ideological debates. The «
was most clearly defined
an American president but
25 centurles earlier by Pe:
In his great oration ¢
bodies of soldiers slain
against Sparta and its all
Athenian (quoted by Thu
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+h construction ofran. amphitheater in a partic- . please everyone. “My local people,” he said, .
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rect, e
‘r‘.)' 'At flrstit‘appeared that Little Rock would . To quote Jerry Russell ‘of lee Rock,, ”,
saattempt to hold its position in the face of |

RO o2 spokesman for the Civil War Roundtable, »
inx the warlike statements from the four corn- «; ho.“The ravine was the scene of a b}oody

*O‘W'ers of the state. In answers to a strong pro-i'7 ‘hattle/ It ain’t there for Frishee .throwing , -
.7 test from the Civil War Roundtable, Govern- °”;

"mor Pryorsaid.that. the, decision to build. in.s e
. the ravine had already been reached, for We think that having said that, Mr. Rus-

*_ excellent reasons, and would stand. o sell has said just about all t‘here is to say
At Prairie Grove, State Rep. Bill Ram- on the subject.
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- WASHINGTON . — !
s troversial pardoning'of .
. Nixon aborted the triz)
,cpntury Had ‘it not b
the pardon, according t:

" sources, the Special Pr

definitely would have
the former president
struction of justice,

-.Instead of the ' -epic

) drama, Nixon(: has

presented his. case to th:

., via televison. He .o
-y terviewer David. Frost
. considered himself unde

If Nixon had really s
tell the truth, he ‘could
dicted for psnjury. We
at least a dozen missta

Perhaps tihe’ most d:
_'was Nixon's account
" pardon itself. From the
notes and recollections
man who negotiated the
on President Ford's b:!
can now cite the discre;
Ford's .personal
Benton Becker,. kept 2

,record of his visit
- Clemente in September,
., discuss the pardon a

disposition of the Nixe:
Becker flew to .Califor:
. Herbert J. . Miller, ¢
they arrived shortly

j‘midnight. they . imm:.

went into a three-hour
with Nixon aide Ronald

THE TALKS resumer
. following moming in 7
, office. Frequently, Zier
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during the last 30 years all the eco-
"7 nomic and ideological arguments imag-

.~ inable. Just put them in new packaging
¢ and sell the same old product — sort of
a pig in a poke. Result: Soaring health

care costs and millions of personal

crises to meet the price.

Example. A Pennsylvania man risks :

his life to rescue a 5-year-old girl from
a flaming automobile and suffers se-
vere burns. Hospital expenses, not cov-
ered by insurance, are running about
$1,000 a day. Voluntary contributions
are helping, but they may not be ade-
quate. The man, no doubt, will be held
“legally responsible for retiring the debt
that in a more civilized system would
“ARKANSAS

Gzer7e”

Defenders of the Prairie Grove bat-
tlefield can rest at ease on their verbal
muskets for the present, while keeping
their powder dry. The State Parks and
Tourism Department has made a com-
mendable decision to delay work on
that proposed amphitheater which
would, at the site heretofore approved,
mar the battlefield park in a clumsy,
unthinking fashion.

In this, the department shows en-
couraging receptiveness to good advice,
which should have been sought earlier,
and to statewide interest in contrast to

purely local wishes for the park. The

latter, at least in large part, seem to
favor development more than historic
preservation, if the wishes really are
embodied in the amphitheater which
was scheduled to be built right smack
in a ravine where the battle’s main ac-
tion took place. Quite obviously, if a
seating stand of this sort has to be
built, it should be somewhere on the

fringes of the park, so as not to destroy

the historical integrity of the place.

We suppose it will be built, since the
legislature, heaven help ‘us, appropri-
ated the money at the behest of State
Representative Bill Ramsey of Prairie
Grove. But state Parks Director Rich-
ard Davies now gives welcome assur-
ance that the state will take another
look at its decision to plant the theater
in the historically-critical ravine, and
indicates that he understands what’s at
stake. “I think we’ll come up with
something that at least will satisfy
most folks,” he said last week end. “We
are faced with splitting the difference
between historical integrity and the
day-to-day operation and interpretation
of the park.”

Unfortunately, splitting the political
difference may be the hardest aspect,
for Representative Ramsey says there
“is just not going to be any location

ot

4B Y UMb HAVIGE BE TRl

But this is not the system we have in
this country. What we have is a trun-
cated, get-what-you-can-when-you-can

Hdiviiy,

system that is capable of dispensing an -

excellent level of health care at what-
ever price the market will bear. In
purely economic terms, almost no one
can justify risking great personal in-
jury to save 5-year-old children from
burning automobiles. It could mean fi-
nancial ruin. But, in any other terms,
how could anyone refuse these 5-year-
olds in burning automobiles even in the
knowledge that the costly health care
system will exact its dollar penalty
from the Samaritan?

A Salutary Delay %~ 492

that will please everybody.” He pic-
tures quite a local tempest on the sub-
ject: /I feel strongly that it needs to be
built. My local people are really up in
the air about it. They say what right
does an outsider have to come and tell
us where to build this thing?” Every
right in the world, of course, is the ob-
vious answer, for the people of that lo-
cality will not be building it — the
state will — and everyone in the state
will be paying for it, so everyone has
an equal right to some say in the mat-
ter.

If this were only a recreational park,
like most of the other state parks, the
rest of the state wouldn’t give a hoot
where something of this sort was built.
But the Prairie Grove Battlefield State
Park exists only because this is historic
ground, to be preserved against modern
depredations so that people from ev-
erywhere may come there to get a feel-
ing what happened at that spot on a
cold and deadly December day long ago
to decide a little part of the nation’s
destiny. Jerry Russell of the Arkansas
Civil War Roundtable summed it up
well in saying the park is not there “for
Frisbee throwing and picnics. It is hal-
lowed ground. The purpose is for com-
memoration, nor recreation.”

It’s_also for historical apprecnatlon,
of course, and a feeling of heritage, and
people across the state who study and
appreciate Civil War history have, for-
tunately, rushed to the fore to help pre-
vent this threatened defacement. Mr.
Davies seems resistant to the idea of
hearings. on the amphitheater place-
ment, but perhaps they should be held
so that some Civil War history experts
can be heard publicly against the local
development proponents. In any event,
the bid opening on the project is de-
layed indefinitely, Mr. Davies says,
which is good news indeed.
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' mosexuality is an attractive life-

“ment of homosexuality: “There is

i madiby ydll Delucy, Helli-
ber of the psychiatric staff at

New Jersey’s Medical Center in
Princeton: “Constant media cov-

erage of the gays has made their .
life-style appear to be common-
place and acceptable rather than
deviant. This is particularly dis-
turbing to parents who are con-
cerned that their children could
easily be misled into thinking ho-

have ¢
Homose
the far
opposite
the ch
identity
You
that Go
Dade Ci
dum. L
Bible, t
destroy:
ties of 1
ral car
term fo
to belie'

style to accept. Homosexuals are \
so active on high school and col- |
lege campuses that there is
hardly a child in America who
has not been exposed to their in-
fluence.”

Dr. Samuel Silverman, associ-
ate professor of psychiatry at
Harvard Medical School: “It’s’
very admirable to be tolerant and
sensitive to people’s rights—but
you have to draw the line some-
where ... Homosexuals have not
only come out of the closet,
they’ve become militant. They're
demanding all kinds of ‘rights’ ...
to be accepted as ‘normal’ ... to
Have their life-style presented as
a perfectly normal alternative to
heterosexuality. Many of these
militant gays are not fighting for
their own civil rights but are at-
tempting to win converts to their
way of life. What is really needed
now is a ground-roots movement
against these militants.”

Dr. Charles W. Socarides, clini-
cal professor of psychiatry at the
State University of New York and
a leading authority on the treat-
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“YOU MAY FEEL YOU DON'T NEED
NOW, YOUNG MAN, BUT AFTER '
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Wll‘h Ampltheater Opponents

Battleflel

. By RALPH IVY

Times Staff Writer
Opponents to the location of
an amphitheater in a

historically important ravine at = -
Grove Battlefield -

the Prairie
Park  are . pleased ; that a
decision has been made to
. reconsider the positioning of the
structure, - - because it wxll
hopefully allow -the various
state historical agencies to have
more influence on the final site
selection. _ .

State Parks Director Richard
Davies said Friday that of-
ficials have decided to take
another look .at. the con-
troversial ravine location for

A A B e S T B S NS s 8

bid openings, originaily set for
June 14, have been postponed
mdefmitely However, he said

the ravine site has not been

ruled out. 1172792
Cy Sutherland chan'man for
the State Review Committee for

‘Historical Preservation,  said

today, “I am delighted about

the delay that has taken place,

The amphitheater, I'm sure,
‘will be an asset to the park,
for that matter, an asset to the
county. Bui there are many
possibilities for -its . location
there that now hopefully can
be given another look.” %
Sutherland was only one of
many who earlier expressed

Department about its proposal

. for . the amphitheaer. Others
* who were convinced the Parks

Department had erred on its
choice included- the Arkansas
Civil War Round Table, the

Arkansas Historic Preservation -
“"Program, the

“Washington
County Historical Society, and
the  Arkansas
Survev, and ‘numerous in-
dividual Civil War history buffs
such as Fayetteville artist Pat
Horan.

.Davies, in answering, the
growing criticism, said. -“I
think ‘we'll come -up ‘with
something that at least will
satisfy most folks.”” He ad-

Archeological

remained. “We are faced with
spliting the difference between

historical integrity and the day- |

to-day operation and interpre-

‘tation of the park.”

* Civil War buffs and historians
say the action that turned the
tide of the December 1862
Battle of Prairie Grove took

“place in the ravine.

Jerry Russeli of Little Rock,

‘a member of the Civil War
Roundtable of Arkansas, said -~

Friday the battle, which the
Union won, was the beginning
of the end of the Confederacy
in Arkansas. .

About .11, 000 Confederate
troops and 15,000 Union troops
were mvolved in ‘the Prairie

pae it

-;,Grovo actlon‘ " Russell estx-

‘mated.
Russell, a . founder “of the
Roundtable movement nation-

.. ally, said proponents of the am-
. phitheater “could have walked

all over _the battlefield and not
found a worse spot" than the
ravine. =

However, . . state .Rep. . Bill
Ramsey of Prairie Grove, a
proponent* of ' the ravine site,
said. *“There’s just not going to

_be any location that wﬂl please

e~ “hoAd

f %I feel strongly that 1t needs

to be built,” said Ramsey. “My
local people are really up in the
air about it. They .say what
nght does an outsider have to

Park Deusuon Popular

come and tell us where to build

“this thing?”

Davies said he did not know
if hearings would be held on 2
location. “I think a heasing
would be @ contest as to who
can get the most peopie in
there and holler the loudest.™

_he said.

Davies said the first location
considered was scratched be-
cause ‘‘we received comments
that ﬁ‘hxs area was the crest of
a charge and near the Borden
House, “which is the only struc-
ture left from the battle.”

Ramsey said 355,000 for park
improvements, including maoney

" .for the amphitheater, were

! (CONTINUED ON PAGHE D

the $31,500 building, and that

Ms. Carter To-
Put Dlplomacy_;,;_‘_-
Aside For Rest

’*r’ Ve ‘*wvsm {wx 3

LIV, e Pem"'mp) s

e Arnlaens.

dissatisfaction to .the Parks

+ mitted, however, that problems

) I

R Dl b o Bl ’
U WASHINGTON  (AP) — Pres-
v'ldent Carter, who once balked
w “at a Senate attempt to strip his

“proposed -energy secretary of
ha nawer tn cet prices, is now

Carler Bacl(s ,_S

: ‘dbl qu.

Alﬂ:ough :ponsors of the bxll
4‘7‘, ‘opposed " the _cutoff - date, !
i - Jamies T. Broyhul R -N. o “who '

a .proposedA it,” 'said "“Congress’ "
could easily “vote ‘to “keepthe “l&!

Armnrmimant i the Canorasd de-

k rli  §34

Rep g

."4 il 4

xéts 'were hopeful the Hocse

‘would. go along with the Presi-
dent’s proposal to give these
gowh-s to the energy secretary.

It 'didn’t,™ voting sinstead to
ereate” a five-member” conrms-
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Battlefield Bungle

Phone 376-6161

Many people in this country are un-
able to leave an open space alone; they
have to plant a chunk of concrete in it
if humanly possible. Especially, it
seems, does this apply if the piece of
ground is unusually lovely or meaning-
ful in the sense of history or culture.
Someone, we may be sure, has a gleam
in his eye to erect some fabrication of
metal or masonry upon it, some utili-
tarian stamp of “progress” so that the
spot of mere grass and trees will not be
wasted as regards the organized activi-
ties of humankind. So it is, lamentably,
even with the small Prairie Grove Bat-
tlefield State Park in Northwest Arkan-
sas, upon which the state government is
about to plant an obtrusive amphi-

. theater.

In a single stroke, if the plan goes
ahead, the taxpayers’ money will be
wasted and the park degraded. We can
only hope that Governor Pryor will
change his mind and intervene against
this destructive nonsense before a con-
tract is awarded. As things stand, con-
_struction bids are to be opened late this
month, so time is short and any remedy
will be exceedingly difficult. The legis-

. lature did appropriate the money for
+=“4 this ill-conceived project, at the urging

~ of State Representative Bill Ramsey of

~-Prairie-Grove, who, no doubt, merely is
trying to get a nice theater for his
homefolks. He cannot understand why
historical preservationists across the
state are raising such a racket about it.
“All my local citizens just want it
built,” he said, and added firmly that
- “It will be built in the ravine.”
The ravine just happens to be where
- the most important phase of the battle
took place, according to Civil War stu-
dents and scholars who are hotly criti-
cal of the project, and fully justified,
we think, in opposing it at that site.
Several groups, including the Civil War
Roundtable of Arkansas and the Wash-
ington County Historical Society, sug-
gest that it be constructed instead
beside U.S. Highway 62, where the ra-
vine flattens out. If the State Parks and
Tourism Commission can’t avoid build-
ing the theater, at least it should
change the location so as to do the least
possible damage to the historical integ-
rity of the park. This should be done
even if the commission has to irritate
local interests and legislators, for the
park is preserved for far more than
local satisfaction.
According to the Parks Division, the

W - -

“Walls Close in on Thomson

amphiteater will be used for “battle-
field interpretation.” But certainly no
such interpretation is needed in a
grandstand erected right in the middle
of where the fighting took place. People
can very well stand on the ground
there, where the soldiers of the Blue
and Gray stood. Anything else will de-
feat the purpose for which the park ex-
ists — preservation. Within the concept
of preservation, any development has
to be on the fringes.

Compulsive builders too often fail to
realize that this kind of park is alto-
gether different from the types that
exist for general public recreation. This
kind exists for the quiet contemplation
of history in the authentic setting. Peo-
ple with any serious interest in battle-
fields want more than anything else to
walk out the course of the various as-
saults and defenses on the site as it was
then, so as to capture in some small
measure the feeling, the ambiance of
the battle itself. At best — as at the
carefully preserved site of Shiloh in
neighboring Tennessee — the visitor
who is attuned can almost smell the
powder smoke and hear the shouts and
fusillades, for nothing has changed. The

ground at such places has special -

meaning which does not belong only to
this generation. Erection of some mod-
ern edifice in the middle of it can de-
stroy - the feeling of the time that
engraved it in history.

This has been done most deplorably
of all at Gettysburg, where private in-
terests raised a grotesque steel obser-
vation tower (almost to the clouds, so it
seems) just outside the park limits, and
thereby depreciated the whole atmos-
phere of that “hallowed ground.” In
that case, state officials tried to block
the defacing development, but without
ample support from federal officials.
Prairie Grove is not, of course, a na-
tional park, nor was the battle fought
there in December 1862 comparable to
Gettysburg. But it was, without ques-
tion, an engagement of importance, a
dramatic part of the beginning of the
Confederacy’s loss of the West. Those
acres deserve to remain as they were
when it happened, for any of us who
wish to recapture how it was when the
fate of the nation hung upon such
places as Prairie Grove and the men
who endured there what we now have a
hard time imagining, even without any
architectural distractions where the

blood was spilt. e B - el
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Fforh the People'

- General Revenues and the SS

To the Editor of the Gazette:

Former President Gerald R.
Ford stated that general tax reve-
nues for the Social Security Sys-
tem is “one of the most dangerous
and short sighted policies I can
imagine.”

One would think a man with the
experience of former President
Ford would be the last person one
would expect to make such a
statement. Mr. Ford’s memory
needs refreshing about how much
the Federal Treasury supports So-
cial Security. There is a strong
consensus among both liberal and

(Communications on any
subject are welcome.
Letters should be brief and
typewritten with double
spacing if possible. All
letters are subject to
editing. Each letter must
have a signature and mail-
ing address although
signatures will be with-
held on request. No pub-
lished letters will be re-
turned. No unpublished
letters will be returned un-
less stamped, self-
addressed envelope is

b P .

onclacod —

ceived in 1926, and from persist-
ent experiments, observations and
evaluations during the last 50
years. Only by mid-1976, was I
thoroughly convinced that it ful-
fill the purpose for which it was
designed: Double any power
transmitted through it.

Briefly defined: It utilizes the
properties of all classes of levers,
and it conforms to the laws of
physics in all these properties; in
addition, it has the principle of
rotating fulcrums incorporated in
it

In view of the potential of the
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L.D. teacher,
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3rd grade
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Prairie Grove for two years.

_Other teaching experiences

includes one year in the Little
Rock School System, one year

in Fayetteville and three years
sh Falloleneasen—t21 4 -

period that Mrs. Morse had a
chance to help in the class-
room. Through that ex-
perience, a spark ignited her
desire to continue her educa-

years in the
Elementary S
teaching expt
substitute tea
iak, Alaska.
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There are times, it seems, when the very
eLt of intentions can land us in hot water
juicker than almost anything else. Such is
ae proposed amphitheater at Prairie Grove
,dttlefxel" State Park, a project approved

y just about everyone in sight, but none
he less embroiled since its inception in a
unning controversy.

The amphitheater plan is more or less
ne brain child of State Rep. Bill Ramsey of
rairie Grove and will, when huilt, prove a
uable addition to Wesiern Washington
‘ounty. I.o one argues about that—the dis-
ute is over the location of the theater with-
n 'the park

' Civil War historians are anxious that it
ot be built in a spot where it will, so to
peak, deface the battlefield. Ramsey says
1@ would just like to get it built ane the

state Parks Department clearly would like

for all of the controversy to go away.

. In the beginning it was planned to build

the amphitheater near the park’s eastern
houndary adjacent to the historic Archibald
Borden House (standing at the time of the
battle) and near a slope that was the scene
of heavy fighting between Union and Con-
federate troops.

The Parks Department listened to com-
plaints, looked into the matter and agreed
that it was not desirable to clutter up a com-
site with huildings. So the location was
mbved th a favine some distance away. The

John Keasler

=

.Spencer, Publisher and General Manager
M7 Floyd Carl Jr., Managing Editor -
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n'Unfortunate Problem

Parks Department had been reasonable,

Ramsey had been agreeable and everything
should have gone fine. But it wasn’t, because
the new site is solidly astride the ravine up
which Union forces mounted their major ad-
vance and in which Confederate defenders
died or fell wounded almost to the last man.

The historians expressed their thanks
to the Park Department for changing the
site, but said that the second choice was, if
anything, worse than the first, “The ravine
is too important and a feature of the
battlefield which the park was established
to preserve to he obliterated by a modern

. amphitheater which would have ahsolutely
" no connection with the battle,” said R; D.

Keever, president of the Arkansas (fivil

War Roundtable,

Keever’s position was hacked by the Ar-
kansas Historic Preservation Program, the
Washington County Historical Society, the
State Review Committee for Historical Pre-
servation and the Arkansas Archeological
Survey.

The Parks Department and Mr. Ramsey

- have been, in the past, most reasonable and

agreeable about the amphitheater’s location.
We hope and believe that they will continue
to be in the fyture because, in our view, the
critics of the present site are entirely cor-
rect. To build the ravine would be a gross
injustice to our history.

. Power Fdiilure
Is A Triumph

The power failure that hit from artificial power we had _This is not colely hecange we
fouth Florica last week was a chance for the electricity to didn’t ve to  hoiler  over
xldcl» reporied as some kind zet oor of our Innards, machines. 1L was ;mm:'rlly
f catastropne, which is a This is the only scientific way because wa wert groundec out,
apprficial way to look at it. to look al it from excess  eleetricitys  no
Actually, the power failure ELECTRICITY, vou will more Wit around o bhuild wi

Lleswed®S 4 mamentary  release oof A — : g N 3 ¢ hiae! are o b saperehiarged

Internal

By JACK ANDERSON
AND LES xVHI’I‘TEN

WASHINGTON . -—  The
ternal Revenue Service
relied upon confidential,
controversial informants .
provide the leads that
helped convict mobsters a
the country. It was alsg
informant who supplies
inside information that cra
the biggest corporate f
case in tax history against
Fruehauf Trailer Company.

But the informant progra
now in jeopardy. For two y
the General Accounting C
has been secretly studying
use of confidential inforn
and undercover agents.’
final. report, according to
sources,  will criticize
program.

Former Commissioner D
Alexander hecame disench:
with  informants & ter
disagreeable experiences:

. Under Operation Suns
an uncdercover agen colle
131,961 to ¢ovefdrop  on
conversation- i Miami anc
Lauderdals "he oper
produced  allegatiors, non
which coul? be substanti:
against 913 people.

2. UNDER PROJTCT H

an undercover nformant
records of a HBahanian
where  wealthy  to eve
stashed the'~ money.

Inte nal Revenue  sot
have ‘defended both operat
But  Alewander reacied

angrily slashing thetfunds
informants. The firihco

i

“IF THEY
TILLT
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Ramsey had been agreeable and everything
should have gone fine. But it wasn’t, because
the new site is solidly astride the ravine up
which Union forces mounted their major ad-
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The historians expressed their thanks
to the Park Department for changing the
site, but said that the second choice was, if
anything, worse than the first, “The ravine
is too important and a feature of the
battlefield which the park was established
to preserve to he obliterated by a modern

. amphitheater which would have ahsolutely
' no connection with the battle,” said R; D.

Keever, president of the Arkansas ivil

War Roundtable,

Keever’s position was backed by the Ar-
kansas Historiec Preservation Program, the
Washington County Historical Society, the
State Review Committee for Historical Pre-
servation and the Arkansas Archeological
Survey.

The Parks Department and Mr. Ramsey

- have been, in the past, most reasonable and

agreeable about the amphitheater’s location.
We hope and believe that they will continue
to be in the fyture because, in our view, the
critics of the present site are entirely cor-
rect. To build the ravine would be a gross
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In Memoriam

§ ment of project plans.
 “The

8l lative
i Grove,

i siles exist,

PRAIRIE GROVE

BATTLEFIELD PARK

A ARYE G

GOVERNOR PRYOR:

It has come to our attention that the State Department

of Parks and Tourism is moving ahead with plans to build
an amphitheater-pavilion at the Prairie Grove Battlefield
Park, and it is our understanding that, despite recom-
mendations from staff-historians and protests from area’
residents, the plans call for the erection of the amphithe-
ater-pavilion right in the middle of The Ravine with fea-
tured so prominently in the battle of Prairie Grove in
December of 1862,
" The Ravine was the apex of General Herron’s Union
charges, and on its brow, and in the field east of The
Ravine is where the 34th Arkansas CS.A, of Washington
County received their baptism of fire. In writings about
the battle, it is documented that **...there were no more
men alive and unwounded in the ravine by that time.” And
it is recorded that soldiérs camped inthis ravine after the
battle, sheltered from the cold December night, These
facts alone should prevent construction between the two
dirt roads which traverse this ravine and where the natural
contours come together to form the main feature of the
Ravine., Nevertheless, ‘‘Bids for the projectare scheduled
to be opened June 1, with construction scheduled to begin
by July 1.”

The Ravine is too important a feature of this battlefield
which the Park was established to preserve to be obliter-
ated by a modernamphitheater-pavilion. Fortunately, there
are several alternate locations in the Park and you are

urged to consider one of them instead of the Ravine area §

which should be preserved intact., The Washington County
Historical Society and The Civil War Koundtable of Arkan-

f sas both consider a potential site south of the two dirt

roads, which traverse the Ravine, as the minimum adjust-
Inother words, ‘‘Save The Ravine,’
Governor Pryor, you have stated in a recent letter that
Department of Parks and Tourism is under a legis-
mandate to construct an amphitheater
“The bill was sponsored by 4 resident of Prairic
Grove, Representative Bill Ramsey.”” However, there is no
mandate to destroy the entire Park concept whenalternative
These siles have been recommended by area
residents and historians from the Department of Natural
and Cultural Heritage, Your recent veto in March of Park
expansion funds, because of budget considerations, makes
it impossible to begin restoration of the old Archibald Bor-
den house, This dction may be redeemed by helping us to
“Save The Ravine,”

A public hearing to consldu alternative sites for the
amphitheater/pavilion should be held before bids are taken

for construction. patrick Horan

- R

at Prairic B

N

B\ Bob Reed

It has become quite popu-
lar to talk about energy con-
servation. Everybody’s doing
1t == President Carter,
congressional leaders, Gov-
ernor Pryor, Fayetteville’s
Board of Directors, etc, Clo-
ser to home, there have been
numerous articles and editor-
fals. But where's the act-
ion? Springdale could be
unique by taking positive act-
ion; talk is cheap.

There is a ready-made way
to tell whether or not Spring-
dale is serious or just talki-
ing. Are thecity fathers play-
ing games, pretending thy’re
in favor of energy conser=-

_vation, or merely talking a
big war against waste?

The test? Between Spring-
dale’s Holiday Inn at the south
end of town and the Ramada
Inn just south of the Mall

Springdale”

& "JJ Commentary

there are no less than 85
‘huge lamp posts with two 400
watt lamps on each, 800 watts

per post. This stretch of
four-lane highway is lighted
as though it were the main
street indowntown Springdale, -
At present, thees lights burn
all night, Why not turn them
off automatically at 10 p.m,
when very few people have
when very few people have
use for them, This would
save a lot of energy during
the eight hours between10p.m,
and 6 a.m.

If you drive this area after
10 p.m, and notice the lights
are off, you can know someone
has done something to save
energy. On the other hand
if the lights are still burn-.
ing late at night, you can take
it for granted that local talk
about energy conservationhas
been just that --talk,

A
Y= Tofu
/477 cont. from p. 1
a lot of tofu, they have a lot
of the hard beans to grind,
They have rigged a unique
human-powered motor to help
them: your basic bicycle
_ whose chain is geared to the
grinder handle so it turns the

pot employed in cooking the
soybeans and rice is a large
enamel-lined tub set ona spe~
cially welded frame, This e-
quipment was all made in the
shop.

wood shop where Jim makes
various equipments needed in
the business. Therearelarge
vats where soybeans are
drained, These vats were con=-
. structed without glue ornails,
There are also trays for
pressing the wet tofu, Soon
the shop will be manufacturing
and selling kits with detailed
instructions os people can
make tofu at home., Even
bought at the Ozark Food Coop,
tofu is inexpensive,

A careful examination of
the new American tofu cook-
@books reveals their wide pos-

sibilities. A good one which
includes 500 recipes is THE
BOOK OF TOFU, FOOD FOR
MANKIND by William Shurt-
leff and Akiko Aoyagi. But
how many of us understand
this new food well enough to
cook with it? - Not many, and
that’s a huge problem.

So Thom and Jim areoffer-
ing a series of classes on tofu,
At a typical class Thomopens
by saying, *Iistimates vary,
but 15,000 to 40,000 people
die of slarvation every day,
That’s a cily the size of I'ay-
elteville, Here in the U,S, the
problem isn’t starvation so
much; we are concerned with
over - consumption,®  This
class is held in a small room
you enter from the garden,

; ¢g:l_ioinin;;v the kitchen and the

ood shop, Students sit on
plain wooden benches without
backs.

“Grains, fruits and nuts
have been the basis of the hu-
man diet for thousands of

aprerene by 25 477

mill, not the back wheel, The

Attached  to the kitchen is a -

ozl A

years, We want to show you

that we can be wiser about:

how we eat, and enjoy better
health for doing it.”” There is
an intensity in the statement,
a plea for people to stop being
cynical about the issue of
world starvation, ““The amaz-
ing thing is that we can getall
our vital proteinu for 50 cents
a du ”,

The boys tend the garden
outside the door, and these

vegetables supplement their .

grain diet, They speak a dif-
ferent language than the old-
time residents of Fayetteville
did, but their habit of grains
- and vegetables sn’t muchdif-'
ferent.
The classes :reverysmnll.

There is no charge for them,
The people who come are not
treated to the opulence of the
University with its sct cush-
ions and its hundved-million-
dollar-a-year budget. Thom
and Jim cannot afford that,
They are both spare-looking
fellows, and the people who
want to learn about tofu don’t
seem to mind the hard little
benches that other times serve
in the wood shop. Some of
these students are genuinely
hopeful about the world food
crisis., They are receptive to
- the idea that world starvation
can only be avoided if the very
wealthy countries change their

ways--a modern . American, '

almost Christian concept. It
is shared by many people;
including President Carter,
who also wants something to
change about America,

In the tofu class you get to
taste the food., The dishes
arc delicious, There is a
slide show about tofu as a way
of life In Japan, ‘Thom is more
than-a good cook, Hisdemone
stration is as convincing and
thoughtful as that of televis~'
ion’s *“Galloping Gourmet,*’

Once one grasns the fact
that tofu and soybeans are the
same, and that the soybean is
as deep in the heart of Arkan-
sas as the famous razorback,
the idea of tofu ceasestobe so
strange, even on Gregg Street
in the ancient Ozark Moun-

ins'
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Pryor Backs Preservation,

Use of State’

Governor Pryor said Thursday that he hoped the days of
demolishing landmarks had ended and that pecple had stopped

helicving that ,ome‘hlng, had

70 Sent fenced
InThaiCoup:

BANGKOK (AP) — Thailand'
martlal law regime Tuesday sen-
tenced 20 persons, Including five
journalists, to prison terms rang-
Ing from five years to life for in-
volvement in an abortlve
military-led coup attempt. .

The alleged ringleader of -the
bld for power March 26 was exe-
cuted last month and four of his
actomplices alrcady are serving
life terms.

Prime Minlster Tanln Kralle-
len, with approval from the cabi-
net and his advisory council of
milltary lcaders, meted out the
sentences Tuesday under ‘the
broad powers allowed him in’ the
constitution, %

The life sentences wont to Som-
pote Piyaoui, a wealthy business-
man and newspaper owner, and

Maj. Gen. Chalerm Kumlopwong,

former head of the army’s trans-

portation command. Both are at |-
large, with Sompote, a‘ major,

shareholder in Bangkok's luxury
Dusit Thanl Hotel, rumored lo
have fled toSlngapom .'-

Jerusalom,Jews

® New York Times News Service : L‘ E
JERUSALEM — The Jews of
Jerusalem celebrated Thursday
the 10th anniversary of the day
when stone walls and barbed wire
that had separated this historic
city for 19 years were torn down
and Jerusalem was physically re-

. | unified.

The celebratlons long planned
by the Mayor Teddy Kolleck,
were muted and restralned be-
cause of the helicopter crash In
which 54 Israell soldiers were
killed. Thursday was a day of na-
tlonal mourning for the victlms.

Many festlve events scheduled
by Kollek — nelghborhood block
partten ! gonpfesty --

Were

: 3.' ference on Historic Preservation.

: ".~ ' of the Train Station as an exam-
ple of what he wanted to sce

| GLASGOW, Scotland -(UPI) —
‘| A British Old Testament scholar

©.'/|Bible made it seem as though

Rejoice, Mourn

/uﬂy '3, 1977

s Landmarks

to be placed in a museum in

order to be preserved.

He voiced the hopes in remarks
prepared for delivery to a noon
lunicheon session at the Train Sta-
tlon at the first Governor’s Con-

.. The governor cited renovation

more of. “It s, after all, possible
to maintain the classic lines of
this impressive building and still
put it to practical use.”

. The state Is doing this by reno-
vating the Old Postoffice at Little
Rock at a cost of $500,000 and by
using Trapnall Hall.,

He sald persons waﬁtlng offices
are finding that older structures
can be “perfectly sulted” to thelr
needs and they ‘often are sur-
prised at (his. o

‘He called on preservatlonlst*x
conservatlonists, planners, envi-
ronmentalists, naturalists and In-
dustrialists to put aside any
differences  they may have and
“join forces in our determination
to yse what we have been given
from yesterday.”

Passage in Error,
Scholar Contends

has argued that an error in the

King David had tortured prison-
ers of war to death when, in fact,
he had simply put them to work.

Dr. John Sawyer told the Glas-
gow University Orlentalist So-
clety that the Interpretation erred
when It sald David ‘“put them
[war prisoners] under saws, ani
under harrows of iron, and under
axes of iron, and made them pass
through the brick-kiln.”

He argued the passage should
read:

“He sct them to work with
saws and other iron tools, sh |p
and toothed, and made them w¢ k
In the brick-kilns "

The words referr!ng to torti gt

'HL‘!
ut a  ae!

and killings were added In
Sixth .Century BC,
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The Lincoln VFW and Aux. of Post 4675 will meet on

Tuesday evening, April 26 at 7:30 p.m. at the VFW Hall for
their regular monthly meeting. This will also be the annual’

electlon of officers. All members are urgcd to attend this:
important meeting. e 1o

a ; '

A

The Alliance of Vlsual Artists will hold its monthly meetmg

on Sunday, April 24 at 1:30 p.m. at Deep End in the Presby-
~terian Center, 902 W!. Maple, Fayetteville, All artists are
invited to attend. Topics of discussion will be the proposed

rental/purchase gallery, the May 7 art exhibit and sale and the
intra-arts event, There will also be a special demonstration of
pen and ink drawing techniques. For further information, call
Linda Welch, 521-6492, Fayetteville,

The Board of Directors of the EOA of Washington County,
Inc. will meet at 7:30 p.m, on Thursday, April 21 in the EOA

Conference Room on the Veterans' Adm. Grounds in

iy S
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Mrs. Dolph Helm and Mrs,
M.A. Dorman were hostesses
for the Study Club Wednesday
afternoon at the home of Mrs,
Dorman,

Fayetteville. 4/2}//}//41/45 G{OU[ [A/f@ﬂ/}/’y/jlg ﬂ'lllz/ /7)7/ Mrs. Emmett Davidson,

Final approval of a slle for the nmphlthcntro lu Bnttleﬂcld
Park was given this week, according to Rep. Bill Ramsey. The
site will be just east of the caretaker’s cottage, utllizing the
natural slope of the ravine located there. Bids for the project

are scheduled

S — 3
to be opened June 1, with construction

scheduled to begin by July 1. - _

\ X

rairie Grove Chief of Police, has reportedly béen
admitted to a Gravette hospital suffering from chest pains.
Terry entered the hospital qn

Lee Terry,

onday for more observation.’
Lestde s . : i
The Prairie Grove Senior Honor Soéléty :wll sponsor a car!
wash Saturday, April 23 at Dillons parking lot in Prairie Grove
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. The cost will be $1.00 per car and the
proceeds will go into the Honor Society fund to be used for
related projects.

Ly

Harold Bartholomew family-singcrs will present an eveningl
of gospel singing at Baptist Ford on Sunday, April 24 at 7:30
p.m. They will also be at the Hogeye Community Church on
Thursday, April 21 beginning at 7:30 p.m. l LI

r s
The Bethel Grove 4-H Club : wn]l have a clean up: day
Saturday, April 23, beginning at 1' p.m. This will go along with
the cougty wide clean up. They will clean the roadside to and
from'the club house. All members _aré to meet at the club house
to start the clean up. i ‘
7

iy ‘«1"..’“‘ ,((.,

N 1

( A sprmg breakhst will bc ‘served im Saturday, Aprll 30 at {he,;'l’.'

I’rame Grove United Methodist Church from 6 to 9:30 a.m.

. Tickets will be $2.00 for élduI'tS and $1.00 for children under 12.

The menu will include orauge julce, coffee, ham, scrambled
eggs biscuits, gravy, jelly and bran mufﬁns

Dayhphl Savings Time will go into effcct at 2 a) ‘m. Sunday.‘
April 24, This will necessxtate turning your clocks FORWARD
one hour. If you go to bed at 10 p.m., then set your clock up to

Il p.m. before you go to bed. ‘
v

In thisissue is a coupon to fill in If you wish to subsuihc for a
one-year members hlp to the West Wn'ihlngton County

Fmergene, Sedi o Serviceg, e O o | i

- president, opened the meet-
ing, welcomed the guests, and
announced the theme, *‘Prom-
inent Women"’

Mrs. Owen Delap led “the
collect. Mrs. Martha Weaver,
secretary, called the roll and
asked cach member to respond
with the name of an out-
standing woman.

Two musical numbers which
all enjoyed were given by Katy

. £arn
bt
rollis ‘m

By Betty Cochrane
267-3335

Mr. and Mrs. Nick Nance
were called to Mansfield, Ark.
by the death of her step-
father, Jeff Bull. Glend and
Darrell Samules, Joan Nane
and Joyce and Nick all at-
tended the funeral Wed. after-

noon held in Mansfield.
Bobby Lee Carlisle, son of
Mr. and Mrs. Bobby Carlisle,
suffered a broken hand in a -

-bicycle accident Easter -Sun-,

day. He said he was spceding
and trying to leave rubber and
he ran into a speed limit sign.
! Mr. and’ Mrs. CA.C. Wil
Hams, Mr. and. Mrs. Bob
Spears and boys were Sunday
dinner guests of Mr. and Mrs,

Ti‘b@p 99

‘mp@m@

Tuesday, April 12th, Troop

Qzudy club’ m, g
)
i
]
1

Hall and hcr 4
~ Robert Hall of the )
school mumc dc . : ¥

Mrs, Ructtn C|
most interesting sha,
lights of six presideti
from the book **Womei
White House", usiny
Eisenhower, Bess
Lady Bird * Johnson,’
Kennedy, Pat Nixoa
Ford. i

L

Ty,

Mrs. lIrene U
stituted for Mrs. Awedi,
who could not be
giving the story of fe
Stephen Foster, pe
many of the songs

'

A%

-kc

Donald Williams,ieg4

Mr. and Mrs., Flme} A
returned home Tuesd b
two weeks vacation ¥ "

“south. They spent a foxiffltd’?
with Dorothy’s sistes, gk °
Rudd and family k¥ ;."'
“gomery, Ala., where & e
lots of fishing and sig L
Fromr there they !
visit Elmer’s . cousin, ¥#s &

. O’Neil and family in Nefl¥
“Richie, Fla. Spentm '
1homasvll\c, Ga., visit i
an army buddy of o e
Col. W.S. Stewart and

Dorothy reports lots

. fishing and Elmer gt s i

Cvisiting done. On th

~home they visited: in M gv-
Ga. Didn't sce Presidg Bt -

“ter, his mother or Billy,
see their home, Any'ye
and Billy's service stexfft:

Reports everythisg &% |

commercialized themggh &
weren'C very impressed %
were glad 1o be home g™ 4.
of all the place, they ;

-



STATE OF ARKANSAS
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
LITTLE ROCK

LAVID PRYOR May 9, 1977

GOVERNOR

Mr. R. D. Keever, President
Civil War Roundtable of Arkansas
Post Office Box 7281

Little Rock, Arkansas - 72207

Dear Mr. Keever:

Thank you for your letter expressing your concern over the construction of an
amphitheater at Prairie Grove Battlefield State Park.

The Department of Parks and Tourism is under a legislative mandate in Act 593 of 1975
to construct an amphitheater at Prairie Grove. The bill was sponsored by a resident of
Prairie Grove, Representative Bill Ramsey.

I have contacted Mr. Richard Davies, Director of State Parks, and he informed me that
the amphitheater was originally planned for another site in the park but that the loca-
tion was changed on the advice of the Department of Natural and Cultural Heritage.

The Parks Division had the amphitheater redesigned to blend with the other architecture
in the park. When the new site in the ravine was announced, Mr. Davies said his staff

was notified again about the possible detriment that might result from the amphiteaterfs
being placed in the ravine.

At that time, the State Parks Division set up a meeting with Representative Ramsey and
personnel of the Department of Natural and Cultural Heritage, including the Director,
Miss Anne Bartley. Mr. Davies said that the points and locations you mentioned in your
letter were discussed. The primary problem with putting the amphitheater where you P
suggested is that the area is already too congested. In addition, the backdrop for the Nﬂﬂ
amphitheater would be an uncontrolled county dirt road and an extremely large chicken 63.
house. The Parks Division feels that if an amphitheater is to be built at the park,
the site on the bottom west side of the ravine, with its natural amphlitheater effect on
the east side, would be the least obtrusive and most aesthetically pleasing site for it.

. I have enclosed a conceptual drawing of the theater. Unfortunately, anywherc in the
park would be an intrusion into the historical integrity of the area. Because of all

‘the factors involved, the decision was made at the meeting to go ahead and locate in the
ravine.

‘The Parks Division plans to use the amphitheater as one focal point for the battlefield
interpretation. A new position for an historical interpreter should be available at
Prairie Grove during the next fiscal year and the Parks Division has plans to more fully
interpret what happened during the battle. In addition, they plan to purchase the

Borden House, east of the ravine, which is the only antebellum structure left from the
battle. '
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llnnkcd by lhu p,()nlp()sls of Prairle Grove’s Tiger Stadlum, Supcrln(endcnt Rnndall Spear s

welcomes new football conch Gerald Daily, who accepted the pusl(iun lhls wuk

lSl

aﬁPhMo\»,uvl
PRAS T {H .‘

Plans for the cxpansion of
Praicie Grove Battleficld Park
received aosetback Tast week
from Governor David Pryor,
Ll in the
lepgiskature which would have
provided the funds necded for
the project.

Pryor vetoed a bill jointly
introduced by State Rep, Bill
Ramsey of Prairic Grove and
State Sen. Morriss Henry of
Fayetteville which would have
provided funds lur the pur-
chase and restoration of the
historic Archibald Borden
homestead in Prairie Grove
and some surrounding prop-
erty which adjoins Battlefield
Purk. The legislature approved
the bill, but Pryor vetoed it on
grounds that funding would
have to come  from  state
cultural  heritage  monics
rather than from the Parks and

who vetoed  w

project and since the cultural
heritage funds were not men-
tioned inthe bill, Pryor turned
it down,

The Borden House rests on

0 200 feet by 400 feet tract of
land adjucent to the castern
boundary ot Batlefield Park,
Plins were 1o purchase the
house and the property it is on
and include them as pact of the
park,

The bill have

would pPros

Money for park vetoed

vided $100,000 in s
for the project
approved, A
the state
Dept,

about

said,  howe
BABO0  was

from that departme

Borden House project.

had it
spokesman
Parks and

A Mty

tate funds
been
for
Tourism
ver,  that
avatlable
nt for the

“Tourism Dept. as the  bill
indicated.

The Parks and  Tourism:
Depte reportedly lacked  the
cash funds nceded for the

News briefs .
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. Pryor: Reporfs

Three Vet oes
) E”, S

CPLTE ROLK (AP) - Qov.
avid Prycr  safd  Wednesday

.

T -

—v-(

't';he had vetoed a biil that would

- thave narrowed the grounds on
Insurance companies
fouid dlsmiss insurance agents.
k Pryor said the governiment
; Bhould not interfere that way in
. rivate enlerprise.

= r The measurs specifically . ap-

lied to Insurance agents, Rep
rt Glvens of Sherwood pushed
lor the leglslation, Foes of the
bill sald. Givens had a brolher
who was an insurance agent,

"~ Pryor also vetoed one bill
almed at giving the legislature
more control over the number
and salaries of state employes,

.4 but he signed another one wilh

‘ithe .same aim but dlffercnt pro-
vislons,

“f. Pryor said the one he vetocd

would have:

"k —Prevented hiring ex-

- [ceptionally well-qualified” people

" [in the top pay grades,

lose pay when he moves to a
lower-level job as a rexn't af
abolition of his former position,
b —Prohibited changing an

loye’s cmploymont anniversa-
ry date to correct incquities
that may result whenever new
job grades and titles are imple-
mented,
The

bill signed by Pryor

_onuld authorize a Leglslative

Councll  professional  staff to
analyze changes in the person-
_Inel system,

s —Permitted an emp]oy tof

In addition, the governor ve.

~fitoed a hill 1o appmprmta ahout

$100,000 for the
Battlefield Park, e sald (hat
Wwas  more  than  twice  (he
armount he recommende!

Prairie Grove
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On Landmark

THE BLUE AND THE GRAY

"', .". no longer bitter adversaries, these young men clasp hands after re-enacting a skirmish on the old Prairie Grove battrn.

Battlefield

Con

By RALPH IVY
TIMES Staff Writer

December 7. Prairie Grove.
The wintry quiet of this small,
northwest Arkansas community4
was shattered last Sunday
afternoon wnen a cresendo of
musketry and rifle fire began
to reverheraie along the wooded
slopes north of town.

Punctuated by the riffle of an
answering drum, the gunfire
grew in vowme as Yankee
skirmishers punched up a
shallow draw, engaging rebel
plckets and prohing for a week
point in the Confederate’s right
flank,

Although a :similar dispatch
might have been sent. from. this !

'S
e i clashed..w and

for supremacy of the
Trans-Mississippi sector during
the Civil War, the cvent
described above was actually a
minor re-enactment staged to

battled

commemorate that long-ago
conflict at Prairie Grove.

The rally, held at Battlefield
State Park, was allended by a
small  crowd of interested
citizens in addition to the
group of participants who put on

ago,. when: two, m

by playing the “Battle Hymn
of the Republic” and *Dixie”
as volunteer detachments of the

24th Missouri Infantry - Com-
pany E - and the 6th Arkansas
Voluntegy Infantry - Company
A - marched onto the field.

Father Robert Dienert, of St.
Thomas Aquinas Church in
Fayetteville, opened the
program by aekmg those
present to share in the Spirit
of the Bicentcnmal.

Bill Ramsey, state
representative  from  Prairie
Grove, gave a hrief review of
the park’s © history, and
suggested that a master plan
for the park's future develop-
[ would be an lmportant

aid: S gl st ot

BD e Frosfﬁ‘ent ST7the)
Civil War Roundtable in
Arkansas, talked of his ex-
periences in helping preserve

battlefields around the counlry,
developing the battle therie of
the Prairie Grove Park.

The brief skirmish enaciment
that followed gave not o.ly a
preview of whal such
development could mean  but
was also a vivid remindor of

the program, how the field had alrecad: been
; sands,

ﬁeld. A dedication to authenticity, and to preserving the spirit of those legendary armies, is today

clashed there on December 7,
1862 -

“Just imagine what it must
have been ljke, if there were
not 20, but 20 thousand soldiers
down there,”” one ohserver said,
as he watched the rchels fire
a volley into the thin line of
skirmishers advancing through
the leafless trees.

The men and women who
stag'ed the firefight take pride
in evoking such responses, and
authenticity in costumes,
weaponry, and fighting tactics
are thoir stock in trade.

Many travel throughout the
country in order to participate
in Civil War battle reenact-
ments, and tne group at Prairie
from not only Arkansas, but
woMissouri, ., Kansas, Oklahoma.
artl one ftom Pennsylvania. =

Other  participants in  the
program included Cal Kinzer,
who rcad the Geltysburg Ad-
dress, and J. D. Black, an area
historian, who talked on the
deprivations and  suffering
cndured not only by the armies,
but the wornen and children
caught up in the war.

Campfire songs and music,
and poems by T. Anson Smith,
and  hot cider rvfroshmcnts

mml by voluntecrs from the

B

ST A DY P e Vet ek

their common bond.

Fab

Crafts were also part of tho
afternoon program, 3
Patrick Horan,.a Civil War
enthusiast [rom Fayetteville, .
organized the rally with the aid
of Black, after seeing a similar .
Bicentennial program held at
Pea Ridge this year. ’
Although this was the initial
program of this type at Prairie

Grove Batilefield Park, par-
ticipants indicated it might .
hecome an annual event with

even more people taking part
in future years.

Judges To Be Rated ‘&‘1‘
LITTLE ROCK (AP) — For.
the first. time, Arkansas laws’
yers are being asked.to nge .an
anonymous' ‘rating 16t the pers.
formance and character of
state and fedcral judges. 3

FEach judge will receive the
results of the survey, as they
pertain to him,

The Arkansas Bar Asso‘cl-
ation survey already has drawn
criticism ~ from  some  judges,
who say nothing good can come
of the projocl

|
But, the bar believes the«fes
sults will help improve the
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Rally At Batilefield Park

‘Features Military Drnill

‘A special rally commem-
y7ting the Battle of Prairie
. ove will be held at 2:30 p.m.

swunday at the - Prairie Grove

Battlefield Park.

The Bi-centennial event will|:

feature a weapons drill and
hittlefield enactment, Civil War
ea music and speeches.

+A group of about 15 members
of* Company A, 6th Arkansas
Yolunteer Infantry of Camp 197
of the Sons of the Confederacy,

ill camp at the battlefield Sat-
urday night and drill Sunday.
The unit participated in the
Géttysburg, Pa. Battlefield re-
effactment, July 4.

‘Also attending will be Mark
Hubbs of the state Natural and
(wltural Heritage Department,
and R.D. Keever, president of

the Civil War Roundtable of
Arkansas.
“Wolf Grulkey and Gary

Allbritton, a duo from Erueka
Shrings, -will play and sing
campfire songs appropriate to
the period. .
«. Anson Smith of Rogers will
read the poems “‘The Blue and
Gray,” and “The lost Causc.
T Dickson Black of Bentonville,
ail area historian,, will speak
ot the long march made by
Seneral  Tpaneis T ervon's

Missouri to link up with Union
General James G. Blunt in an
attempt to foil a Confederate
thrust led by General Thomas

C. Hindman.

the direction of Lynn Farr.

Patrick Horan, a Fayetteville
artist and Civil War buff co-
ordinating the event, will read
an 1888 speech by Confederate

President Jefferson Davis.
Rev,

the Bicentennial.

The rally is free to the public.
In case of inclement weather,
arrangements have been made
to hold the event at the Latta

Barn in the Park.

Dog Stolen

The theft of an apricot tea-

cup poodle from a car owned
by Miss Neta Kendrick, a resid-
ent of the Chief Motel on North
College Avenue, was_reported

Thursday to Fayetteville police

Miss Kendrick said the dog
was stolen from the car while

it was parked al a gas staliol

on Garland  Avenue, The dog

The Gentry High School Band
will play Civil War songs under

Robert T. Dijenert of
St. Thomas Acquinas Church at
Fayetteville will speak about

WASHINGTON (AP) — Crim-
inal justice experts often com-
plain when one judge con-
sistently hands out light sen-
tences, while another judge in
the next courtroom always
gives stiff penalties for essen-
tially the same offense,

These critics say such dis-
parity in sentencing is grossly
unfair and may be a major rea-
son the criminal justice system
isr_x’t very effective in curbing
crime.

Now, the Denver -criminal
courts have become the first in
the nation to test a new method
of ending that disparity.

Milam Finalist
For Post At QSU

OKLAHOMA CITY (AP)
The president of the University
of Nevada at Reno is one of
nine f{inalists being considered
for the presidency of Oklahoma
State University in Stillwater,
the Daily Oklahoman reported
today.

The newspaper said Max Mi-
lam, 46, confirmed that he is
seeking the post, which pays
$50,000 annually, and confirmed
that he visited the Oklahoma
State campus earlier this week
for interviews.

Milam said there was ‘no
particular reason’ for his de-
sire to leave Nevada except
that Oklahoma is ‘‘my part of
the country.”

Oklahoma State  President
Robert B. Kamm has resigned,
effective Feb. 1. His replace-
ment is expeeted to be namey
in January.

Milam said he is a native of
Fort Smith, Ark., and is a for-
mer political science professor
at Oklahoma Baptist University
and,Central State University-in
Edmond, Okla.

Milam also worked on a plan
to reorganize Arkansas’ state
government  when  Winthrop
Rockefeller was governor and
then worked to help Gov. Dale
Bumpers implement the plan.

Milam reportedly rececives
-|about $38,000 in his current job.

Bashful Elizabeth

Jenver Courls To Test
Sentencing Guidelines

The Law Enforcement Assist-
ance Administration, describing
the project today, said judges
in several other states are
watching the Denver  ex-
periment with an eye toward
applying it to their own com-
munities.

On Nov. 15, Denver criminal
court judges began testing
carefully-devised guidelines to
determine which offerders are
released on probation, which
ones are sentenced to work
projects and which ones are or-
dered to jail, and for how long.

STATE CLEARLY

The guidelines are designed
to take the guesswork out of
sentencing, to state clearly
what factors the judge will con-
sider and what weight will be
given to those factors.

Atly. Gen. Edward H. Levi
has proposed a similar system
for the federal courts. Justice
Department  officials  studying
the issue have not yet proposed
legislation incorporating Levi's
proposal.

The LEAA, part of the Jus-
tice Department, dealt with the
issue by awarding $348,000 to
the Criminal Justice Research
Center Inc. of Albany, N.Y., to
draft experimental guidelines
for nonfederal courts.

The project directors were
Professors Leslie Wilkins and
Jack M. Kress of the State Uni-
versity of New York at Albany
and Dean Don Gottfredson of
Rutgers University in Newark.
About a dozen judges worked
with the researchers during the
two-year project.

The work yielded a set of for-
mulas for measuring the se-
riousness of a crime against
the offender’s previous criminal
record, his schooling and em-
ployment record and other fac-
tors that theoretically reflect
social stability or the lack of it.

DEVELOPED FOR

The formula was developed
specifically for Denver. It in-
volves awarding points accord-
ing to the scriousness of the
crime and the offender’s lack
of stability.

For example, individual
convicted of a particularly
serious manslaughter would get
12 points for the offense. If he
were a poorly-educated drifter
with a long string of previous

an

‘| "1,AS VEGAS. Nev. (AP) — convictions, he would, get 13
Elizabi 'h Ray, In town to audi- points on the stability scale.

(tion Tara role in the Union These  points would mean &
Plaza 1lotel’s new  production, | Prison serience of eight to 10
ULk | P TR A Pt o o A B | N Ten o xeors Is the wm
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Sljuecdin v fCcuaion
grounds, thus creating the
Prairie Grove Battlefield State
Park.

A Fayetteville man con-
tends, however, that one of the
most historic landmarks of the

[OFEN

T

paruacii s o

_.51gmﬁcance of the old hom;z
“place,

told of its present
‘physical state, and outlined his
plan for purchasing and re-
novating the local landmark.
He used written eyewitness

i bbhlanday v lo Larciiva o
Prame Grove from Fort Smith,
had “‘conscripted” or drafted
the majority of his army of
12,000 along the way. But the
assorted farmers and drifters
whom Hindman had im-

o hott

Bicentennial fund spent

The Prame Grove Blcen-

tennial Committee met Thurs-

-day night to take care of some

business before the ending of
the calendar year 1976. The
committee has until December
31, 1976 to spend the money
that was matched by the
. federal government for the
Bob Kidd park project at Bob
Kidd Lake.

It was reported that a
- balance of $4721.75 remained
. in the fund after the bills had
been paid on the work done at
the park to date.

The committee voted to

spend the remammg balance .

in the following manner: pur-
chase nine more picnic tables,

a large slide and big swing set
to be placed in the park area.
Also a bill for the dozer work
and other clean up at the park
has yet to be paid and the
remainder of the balance,
approximately $2,000, will be
used for fencing and a baseball
field. )

It was reported that
SWEPCO would move the
existing power lines so that
they would not interfere with a
baseball field and fill for the

field could be acquired
through the county judge’s

< office.

It was also mentioned at thg\
meeting that the money for the .
dozer work would be donated
back to the committee to go in
another fund, which does not
require that it be spent at any
particular time. A big portion

of this money will be used to

create a swim area at the lake.

The Bob Kidd Park has been
a bicentennial project of this
committee.

reicased.
- Horan says the .house Js

: “loaded" with clues as to 1ts

original condition and that it
would be no problem to restore
the home as it looked when the
battle occurred 114 years ago.
He says that success .of the
project would largely depend
however upon how actively
interested local townspeople
were in saving Borden House
and how willing they were :{

‘pltch in with the labor jinvolv

in restoring the homestead.
He met last week with the
Prairie Grove Lions Club in an
effort to garner support for his
attempts to have the house
fenced and suggested that an
outdoor utility light be placed
near it to discourage prowlers
from entering ‘'the old struc-
ture, which could be danger-
ous to both the house and the
prowlers in" the building’s
present condition. Horan plans
to meet with other local clubs
and organizations intérested in
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. already .e_xisteé

ordmanoe *fOt&su‘.h ma,

‘the |

adding that his pr _
be to change the ordinance to
call for an equal tax on each
business. * i

bled merchants that the tax
would be used to raise approx-
imately: $4,000 for the police

department, which no longer .. .

gets the $3,000 annual dona-
tion from the merchants
known as the ‘‘night watch
fund’’. That fund, formerly
used by the merchants to hire
a night watchman to check for

Battlefiel

-',..,,,. A \,,A-.“.:. ,a,'\xﬂ LI S RTOQE TSNS

A Blcentenmal reunion rally
is being planned for Sunday,

December S at Battlefield Park

in Prairie Grove. Although the
event is happening during the
bicentennial year, the main
purpose of .the rally is to
commemorate the battle which
took place in the area where
the park is now located. The
Battle of Prairie Grove was
fought on a cold day in
December, 1862 during the
Civil War conflict. -~

Pat Horan, a history student
at the University of Arkansas,
has made arrangements for
several out of town people to
attend the event and perform
various activities.

A tentative program wxll

tax . actually on  duty w1th1n the c1ty Alderman Charles lhompson
city, *{imt all times ‘during the night, 3
ssal would "“The question_ rose_ from _the

fact that one pohceman s
salary and one-half of Chief

«. Lee Terry’s salary are paid by -
" The_ mayor told the assem- .. the county sheriff’s office. The

-merchants were told that

someone is always on duty

.within the city.-- . .
Although not, ngen as the
- reason for discontinuance of

the voluntary donations by
merchants, one guest at the
meeting said many merchants

“had complained of not re-

ceiving the servxz being paid

«L,b‘/,—.‘ «A r'u""

mclude Mark Hubbs and a
group of -approximately 15
uniformed . and rifled
“‘soldiers’’. Hubbs is a mem-
ber of the Sons of Confederate
Veterans and an employee of
the First State Capitol which is
a division of the state Depart-
ment of Natural and Cultural
Heritage.

The “soldlers" of Camp 197
are a group of young men from
the Little Rock area who
normally play the role of A

Company, Sixth Arkansas Vol-
unteer Infantry, Confederate

States of America. Founded in
1961, the first year of the Civil

- War Centennial, the Arkansas

group was one of the first of its

News brzefs.....

( The Scout Roundtable monthly meetmg will be held on
Thursday, Dec. 2 (tonight) at 7:30 p.m. at the First Methodist
Church in Sprmgdale Scout Ieaders should plan to attend

Westark Arel Boy Scoﬁts of Amenca Councxl Recognition
Banquet will be held on Friday, Dec. 3 at the First Methodlst

Church in Fort

h at 6:30 p.m.

SAIRfe (ROVE

d rally

"Other suggestions  included '

basing the tax for each busi-
ness on the number of em-
ployees.

One of the v1sxtors at the
meeting, James Hamilton,
pointed out that a count of
businesses in town by him

--indicated 87, quite a few more

than city estimates. Manning
pointed out that raising the
needed $4,000 would mean
approximately $50 per busi-
ness if that figure were

kind in the country and has'

remained one of the most
active.

The group has partxcxpated
in living history events and
battle re-enactments across
the country, . including the
nationally televised re-enact-
ment at Gettysburg July 4.

The group will arrive at the
Battleficld Park on Saturday

.night and camp out until the

Sunday - afternoon  per-
formance. Their wives and
girlfriends also plan to partici-
pate in the program dressed as
southern belles.

" Other "guests on the pro-
gram will include R.D. Kee-
ver, president of the Civil War
Roundtable of Arkansas. Kee-
ver usually speaks on why it is
important to save the Civil
War battlefields and describes

the battlefields he "has seen
- stand of the park whichever is
and ac- -

and helped to preserve.
Wolf and Gary, a guitarist

and fiddler, will be present to

play appropriate music for the

_event as will the Gentry High
*School Band with approxi-

mately 40 members expected
to attend. They have several

».Civil War numbers prepared

ree— -
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division, said the decision to

-issue a permit for one of these _

two alternatives followed traf-
fic counts and studies of the
intersection. He added that- .
only a two-way stop for Mock

Street is really warranted by
- the counts, but poor visibility -

and pedestrian traffic would -
make the four-way stop or fully
actuated signals permissible.
Carvell pointed out that the
four-way stop lights would cost -

as they participated in a_

similar event at Pea Ridge
recently.

T.A. Smith of Rogers. who'

was also at the Pea Ridge
rally, will read poems entitled,

"‘““The Blue and the Gray”’ and

““The Lost Cause’’. -Father
Robert T. Dienert of St.

. Thomas Aquinas Church in

Fayetteville is expected to
address the visitors, also.
Other guests who have
tentatively been scheduled to
participate in the event are J.
Dickson Black, a Benton and
Washington County historian;

Representative Bill Ramsey of .
‘Prairie Grove and Pat Horan

has planned to give a speech

which Jefferson Davis, Presi-

dent of the Confederacy, gave

_in the 1880’s.

Plans are to have the rally at

lation of the four-way stop,
w1th acconipanyiug permission
to change to the fully actuate

system later if the { cnty desires. -
- The final decision is to be_'" '

made by the councxl in a
special -

“four-way stop now and fully
actuated lights when the city
_desires. Caryell told the Enter-
prise Tuesda;y ‘morning that
such permlssxon would b

855

-ysupporting pole ._The insur-
ance money from the accident
is expected to finance part of

-~ the cost of the new system.

Two requests for use of the
new fire station, one for the

merchants Christmas drawing

and one for a poultry growers
meeting, were tabled by the
““council until rules for use of

the new building can be .

formulated. Fire Chief Lee
Couch is to work with the

council in writing those guide- |

lines.
The final item of business

also ' pertained to the fire -

department, with Alderman J.
G. Ward informing the council
that the department had asked
that the present siren be used
only for fire calls. Ward said

the fire department would like’

to see a separate warning
system used for tornados or

the Latta Barn or the band” disaster alarms to avoid con-

most appropriate;
cording to Horan, there will be
a drill and battle re-enactment
in weapon demonstration. All

-this is set to begin at 2:30 p.m.
Sunday and everyone is cor- .

dially invited to attend. There
will be no admission charge.

- fusion with the fire siren.
Mayor Manning, calling the

request a ‘‘short-sighted

-view”’ expressed his feelmg

that a method of warning

citizens is needed, ;

Action was delayed on the
matter until after the first of
the year.

s s Y (I

meetmg’ f§-‘tomght_
(Thursday) after it is learned if
“'the A.H.D. . will “approve a

‘ere knocked down"

N wheh 6 trugk hit 2

-Pralrie Grove’s Juni;; Highbo
roundballers have played thre
are scheduled to play Fa.rming.

CL »en pd"r'
‘“A ‘—w Y e

Hundreds of dollars in cash
prizes are awaiting shoppers

-this holiday season as Prairie

Grove merchants kick off their
annual Christmas promotion
this week.

As in past years, participa-
ting merchants in Prairie |
Grove will be giving shoppers |
tickets for .a big drawing, !
scheduled for 7:30 p.m. De- |
cember 23. A grand prize of |
$250 will be awarded some |
lucky person whose name is

‘drawn, and lesser cash prizes

will be won by others. All cash
prizes will be certificates good |

. at local stores.

<In addition to the bigi
drawing, many merchants will |
be holding their own drawings

for merchandise just prior to !
the grand prize drawing. Per- |

sons depositing their tickets in

a particular store will be
eligible - that store’s mer-

o
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SECTION D

COMPARISION OF BATTLES

AUGUST 1861

WILSON'S CREEK, MO.

RAY'S HOUSE*RESTORED

- tial site such

UNION 1.730 acre NMP CONFEDERATE
5,400 men TOTAL 17,400 mon"‘ - 12,000 men
1,317 k,w.m TOTAI; 2,5473.}»:!!5;: 1,230 kw,m

16 Artlllory. P‘I.:ee‘s. 15
SEPTEMBER 188y
LEXINGTON, MO.
ANDERSON HOUSE ® RESTORED
80acre State Pk,
3,500 mon TOTAL 14,000::1-:: 0,500 mon
170 v w " TOTAL 358 casuaities 188 &.w,
9 Artitlery Pleces 16
"MARCH 1862
PEA RIDGE, ARK.
ELKHORN TAVERM“‘RESTORED
4,280 acre NMP
10,500men | torar 26,500 men 16,000 ..
1,384 uwm | torar ' 2,684 casutties 1,300 kw.m
50 Artillery Pleces 65
DECEMBER 1862
PRAIRIE GROVE, ARK.
BORDEN HOUSE * PRIVATE ¢ DETER!IORATING
: acre State Pk.» . e
14,000 men TOTAL 26 000 men 12,000m.n
§ 1,251 kw.m | TOTAL 2,96 8 'cusuuﬁlu 1,31 7 Kk, w,m
42 Artillery Pieces. 22

parks

THE BATTLE OF PRAIRIE' GROVE

.08 tactwally a3 zmportant as many of the Civil War engagements that took place west
of the Mississippi, especially in terms of {rcops involved and casualtis
of that historical significance has been mainta ined when compared to ¢

Restorers Find

sustained, yet little
2er area battleground

' To Enhance Battlefield

By RALPH 1VY
TIMES Staff Writer

The state Parks Department
is considering acquiring the old
Archibald Borden house, which
lies adjacent to the Prairie
Grove Battlefield Park, but
several factors have still to be
considered before an actual de-
cision is made, according to Bill
Ilenderson, director of state
Parks and Tourism.

Acquisition of the property
was recommended by Patrick
Horan and Stephen Courtney,
both of Fayetteville, after ‘re-
searching the history of @ the
Borden house for inclusion in
the National Register of Histor-
ical Places. Its nomination has
now been approved by the state
Historical Presentation
Program, whch screens poten-
as the Borden
house before submitting them
to the National Register.

“Based on Horan's study, we
are deflinitely interested in that
the house does appear to have
historical value to the Prairie
Grove Park,” Henderson said.
But he added that the condition
of the building, cost of restora-
tion, availability of funds, and
its prlorlty in relation to other
projects within the state parks
system would all have to be
evaluated before any  decision
i3 made.

CENTRAL TO BATTLE

According to Horan, a local
artist and long-standing Civil
War buff, the Borden house is
central to the Prairie Grove
battle, and must be included
if the true character of that
batﬂe is to be preserved.

*‘The Bordrn house, a one&a
one-haif story dwemng claa i
an 1880’s- skin, is located less

than 50 yards east of the battle- -

field park,” Horan wrote in a
memorandura o the depart-
ment. *“The surrounding land
and the . Borden house cannot
be separated. The Confederate
right flank was anchored
around the house and orchard

" where the main fighting of the

Prairie Grove battle took place.
Briefly stated, General Herron
attacked the Confederate right
flank near noon and it was not

T

until 4 p.m. that General Blount
came on the field to unite the
hnion forces which then fought
together until 7 p.m.

“*Consequently I intend to
confine this report only to those
witnessed accounts which took
place on the Confederate right
flank, in and around the Borden
house. I believe that these re-
ports, from both North and
South, will prove how important
this site is to the Prairie Grove
Battlefield Park and that the
existing Borden house and or-
chard ground must be saved
as an original historical land-
mark intimately identified with
the main events which took
place on that Sunday,
December 7, 1862, Horan
wrote.

DOCUMENTS VIEWS

To document his arguments,
Horan submitted information
from official civil war histories
such as “‘Official Records, War
of the Rebellion,”” and Battles
and Lcaders of the Civil War,”
as well as privately written
accounts by both men and of-
ficers who fought there.

The accounts were consistent
in reporting that much of the
day’s fiercest fighting did swirl
around the old homesite located
next to the present battlefield
park.

Horan became concerned a-
hout the fate of the Borden
house and the vreservation of
the battle site itself this sum-
mer when he learned that the

Parks Department planned to

build a public amphjtheater
near the Borden house.

When he and several others
complained about the initial lo-
cation choice, the Parks
Department reconsidered and
iast week tentitively decided ,on
a new location for the ampi-
theater.

“We had two alternative
sites,” said Bryan Kellar, parks
planner with the department.
“‘One was to remodel the exis-
ting bandstand (on the west

side of the park away from the
Borden house), or at the gravel

pit (located near the southern
center edge of the park). We
chose to locate it somewhat
north and slightly east of the
gravel pit area.”
SITE REJECTED

He said the bandstand area
was rejected because it is in
an already congested area, and
would not provide adequate
parking. Although the final
choice is nearer the main
battleground area, Kellar said
it should not interfer with the
battlefield concept.

The new ampitheater should|

be completed by next year.
Funding of $55000 swas
allocated by the state legisla-
tion for the project, with about
$30,000 to be used for the actual
construction and the remainder

earmarked for roads, parking,
and other ground improve-
ments.

State Rep. Bill Ramsey of
Prairie Grove, who secured
state funds for the ampitheater
project, said he believed the
new site chosen should be ac-
ceptable. ‘““The parks people
have gone on record that they
want to corporate with the his-
torical people interested in the
battlefield theme,” he said,
““and at the same time not do
away with the ampitheater.”

He said architects for the
structure intend to incorporate
1t into the existing architecture
styles already present at the
park, that the building would
be a multi-use facility, and that
it would be available for year--
round usage. k

Ramsey said money appro-
priated for the ampitheater has
to be used for that purpose,
and could not be diverted for
purchase or restoration of the
Borden property, as Horan has
recommended in his memoran-
dum to the Parks Department.

But Ramsey said it js possible
that future funds for that pur-
pose ight be secured, and that
he is looking with growing
interest at the total battlefield
concept.

DONATION SEEN

The owner of the property,
Mrs. Helen Grisson, is equally
interested in seeing the house
restored, according to Ramsey,
and has indicated she would do-
nate the building if adjoining

i property is purchased.

“I understand she is having
the property appraised by his-
torical appraisors,” Ramsey
said. “And what we are doing
right now is waiting for some
final figures on total cost and
acreage available.”

Horan argues that the house
should be secured as soon' as
possible to protect it from
further deterioration. He said
the building needs immediate
attention, especially a new roof
to protect it from the elements.

Horan also advocates purs
chasing as much of the pro-
perty surrounding the Borden
house as is feasible, and adding
it to the present batiiefield
park,

In  comparison wi‘h the
battles of Wilson Creel- lLexing-
ton, (both in Missouri), and Pea,
Ridge, he contends Prairie
Grove was of equal tactical
importance, and in terms of
numbers involved and casual-
ties sustained, was one of the
more important battles fought
in the Trans-Mississippi during
the Civil War. ;

If developed to its full potene
tial, Battlefield Park would not
only be a commercial asset to
the Prairie Grove community .
because it would attract year--
round visitation, but would alsq
ensure the preservation of an
important aspect of the
American heritage for the ens
joyvment and study by future
generations.



¢ in the game. The Tigers

w trailing by 2 points had to

t together 1 more drive. The

zers got the ball at their own

yard line and in 6 plays

-nt down field to take the

wal score of 20-16. The

fense then held on for 10

irdinal plays to preserve the

in. .

Offensively the Tigers had

36 vards while the Cardinals

tted 140 yards. Ricky Clem-

1t led the Tiger defense with
unassisted tackles.

The 7th grade will play

zain next Thursday (Oct. 21)

5:45 against Lincoln at
ome. -

JR. HIGH

Last Thursday, the Prairie
srove Jr. High team traveled
o play the highly rated West
‘ork Tigers. Prairie Grove,
acing their toughest and
itrongest opponent to date,
ought and battled a back and
‘orth defensive game only to
ose late in the game by a score
of 2-0.

Prairie Grove against West
Fork played with the intencity
and spirit that has been
tacking much of the year.

Offensively, Prairie Grove
was virtually stopped by a
stubborn West Fork defense.
The offense gained only 9
yards for the evening. Exe-
cution, penalties and turnover
still hamper the offense, how-
ever in practice this week the
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The old Archibald Borden
house, which is located ad-
jacent to the Prairie Grove
Battlefield Park, is being
considered as an addition to
the present park system, ac-
cording to the statc Parks
Department. However, several
factors have still to be con-
sidered before an actual de-
“cision is made, according to
Bill Henderson, director of
State Parks and Tourism.

After reseaching the history
of the Borden house for its
inclusion in the National Reg-
ister of Historical Places, it
was recommended by Patrick
Horan and Stephen Courtney,
both of Fayetteville, that the
property be acquired by the

park. The nomination of the.

Borden House has been ap-
proved by the state Historical
Presentation Program, which
screens potential sites such as
the Borden house before sub-
mitting them to the National
Register.

Henderson stated that the
parks department is definitely
interested in thc historical
value of the property but
added that the conditions of
the building, cost of restora-
tion, availability of funds, and
its priority in relation to other
projects within the state’s
parks system would all have to
be evaluated before any de-
cision is made.

According to Horan, the
Borden House is central to the
Prairic Grove battle, and must
be included if the true chara-
acter of that battle is to be
preserved.

In a mcmorandum to the

EI— P e
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Helen Grissom who is equally
as interested in restoring the
Borden House as the parks
department. She had indicated
that she would donate the
building if adjoining property
is purchased.

Horan stated that the house
needs immediate attention,
especially a new roof to
protect it from the elements.

In his summarization, Horan
stated, **This (battleficld) park
has perhaps greater potential
for historical interpretation
than any park in the system
and has realized at this point a
lower proportion of that po-
tential than any other park in
the system.”’

“It’s future will easily com-
parc to the giant National
Military Park at Pea Ridge,
Ark., if the ‘Battlefield Con-
cept' dominates thc master
planning of this park. Not
enough emphasis has been
placed on the fact that these
two important battles involved
approximately the same num-
ber of soldiers and produced
an equal number of casualties.
They are the largest existing
Civil War battleficlds in the
immediate four state region.

““We also have a first class
historical landmark in the
Borden House, which served
as an important observation
post and sharp-shooter’s den
during the battle, and as a
field hospital afterwards. This
house can also describe the
history of farming and raising
apples in Northwest Arkansas.
The Archibald Borden House
will certainly be compared to
the restored Elkhorn Tavern at

5

new location for the amphi-
theater.

~““We had two alternative
sites,”” said Bryan Kellar,
parks planner with the de-
partment. ‘‘One was to re-
model the existing bandstand
(on the west side of the park
away from the Borden housc),
or at the gravel pit (located
near the southern center edge

‘additional |

of the park). We chose to
locate it somewhat north and
slightly east of the gravel pit
area.”’

The new amphithcatér
should be completed by next
year. Originally, $35,000 had
beey appropriated for the
structure, but the bill was later
amended to $55,000 according
to Statf: Representative  Bill

Ramsey who secured the funds
for the project. .

The remainder of the
$55,000 over and above the
335,620 has been earmarked
for roads, parking, and other
ground improvements.” Ram-
sey stated that money ap-
propriated for the amphi-

* theater has to be used for tiat

purpose and could not be
diverted for purchase or re-

The Borden House is still structurally sound after 20 years of neglect and the parks department
is considering its restoration and addition to the Battlefield Park. g/
(Phere [942)
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Al érlcast four years.
Only one-fourth of the famil-
fes represented by the report
can’ pay for their children’s
education in public four-year in-
stitutions where the annual cost
is estimated at $2,800. Thp
mediay amily income is
$16,406, . about six per cent
since 1975, but less than the
rate of inflation. The avcrage
parental contribution toward
college expensc is estimated at
$1,170. Costs for private four

year colleges average $4,600.
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“CivilDafense |
Change Nofed

Blaming “tricky wording’ in
the Civil Defense bill which now
calls for cities and states to
limit civil defense planning to
preparing for nuclear attack,
Washington County Civil De-
fense Director L, B. Gilbow,
said he is certain congress will
change the wording in the near
future.

However, Gilbow said, since
only about 25 per cent of Wash-
ington County’s Civil Defensc
funding comes from federal
sources, even if the law is not
changed, Washington County's
plans will be little changed.

About 90 per cent of CD
planning in Washington County
is geared to natural disasters,
Gilbow said. However, he ad
ded, in case of nuclear attack
on the United States, unless by
“some fluke we should get a
direct hit,”” most Washington
County residents would survive.
‘‘We have underground
shelters for 110,000 persons.”
Gilbow said, far more than is
needed for our population.” He
said that most are adéquately
stocked with food and water.
Gilbow noted that the empha-
sis on nuclear defense is in re-
sponse to the fact that the So-
viet Union spends approximate-
ly $5 per person per year on
nuelear defense preparedness.
“In contrast, we (the U.S.)

‘|spend 38 ‘cents per person per
~lyear, '

The Soviet Union, he said has
prepared to evacuate 85 per
cent of its population to ade-
quately stocked underground
shelters within a half-hour. He
said Fayetteville and Spring-
dale residents could all be

moved  underground  within
three hours, but that it wowd
take three days to move the
entire population because of
communications and roads. He
said ‘“at unless the area re-
ceive direct nuclear hit “‘our
death .oll would be under one
per cent and that from acci-
dents invelved in moving that
many people in a short time.’

However, Gilbow said, little
will be chnngcd in future Civil
Defense planning in the county
unless such changes are
dered by County Judge Vol
Lester. *"About 90 per cent of

ane nlannie~ fe for natural di-
what we're the
face,” he said.
tural  disgster
antinue to occu-
efforts."
ation does allow
fense personnel
in case of nat-

| Presst said on
e new require-
don for nuclear
ge in emphask
*h instituted in
cretary of De-
Laird, which
inning.
oach, the AP
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Sunrise And Morning Fog

Washington County. (TIMES-
photo by Ken Good)

The sun edges over a hill on
a chilly Northwest Arkansas
morning to illuminate a low-

lying bank of fog still cling-
ing to the fields of western

For Battlefield
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By RALPH IVY
TIMES Staff Writer
Plans for a new 1,300 square
foot combination public amphi-
theater and pavillion at Praire
Grove Battlefield State Park
have been temporarily delayed
to allow park planners time to

locate a more suitable site.

It was originally proposed
that the facility be located at
the northeast -edge of the
grounds, but several critics of
the plan said the construction
o [the facility there would de-
tract from the battlefield
theme. It was up the nearby
slope there that Union soldiers
charged into the Confederate's
right flank over 100 years ago,
and it was there that some of
the heviest fighting of the
engagement took place.

“There is a small knoll there
that was a critical part of that
battle,” said Patrick Horan, a
Fayetteville artist and - Civil
War buff, ‘‘and quite frankly,
locating an amphitheater there,
with roads and large parking
lot, would have destroyed the
effect.”

Horan believes that the baltle
of Prairie Grove is historically
comparable to the more noled
battle of Pea Ridge, and that
its site should be preserved.
“There ' were 26,500 men in-
volved in the two days at Pea
Ridge compared to a similar
figure of about 26.000 that
fought the one-day battle at
Prairie Grove. And the casual-
ties were also comparable. It
was an important battle in the
western campaign.”

Regional Forum Sel
Cn Handicapped

A regional forum to discuss
the neeas and solutions to pro-
blems of the mentally and phy-
sically handicapped will be held
at the Richardson Center in
Fayetteville Sept. 18.

Washington county residents
are invited to participate to
share views and opinions from
the grass roots level for inclus-
ion in the agenda for the state
Conference on  Handicapped
Individuals, to be held Nov. 7-Y
in Little Rock.

The state conference is a
forerunner to the White House
Conference on  Handicapped
Individuals, scheduled in May
1977 in Washington.

Gordon Page, regional admin-
istrator for Social Services Div-
ision here, is coordinator for
the forum to be held from 10
a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

The five areas of concern for
the handicapped in which forum
participants are requested to
concentrate their altention are
health, education, social and
environmental, economic, and

special concerns.

Horan was one of several who
contacted the state Parks and
Tourism Department about the

amphitheater when the pro-
posed location was first an-
nounced.

“We received comments to
that effect from probably half
a dozen people immediately af-
ter we announced the project,”
said Bob Moody, Planning and
Development Department
manager for the state agency.
“The opinjon was that we had
erred on location and it appears
that their concern seems to be!
justified.

“I can flatly say wnow that
we won't locate the amphithe-
ater where it was originally
planned,” he said.

Horan became aware of the
amphitheater plans while docu-
menting the history of the
Archibald Borden house, an an-
cient structure that was in exis-
tance during the battle, for

try of Historic Places.

He then contacted personnel
at the park, in the city o
Prairie Grove, and at the state
Parks Department to present
his arguments that the am-
phitheater as planned should
not be developed there. He also
talked to State Representative
Bill Ramsey of Prairie Grove,
who had initially secured the
legislative funds for the facility.

‘It seemed to me,” Horan
said, ‘‘that the park could go
in either direction, development
as a real battlefield park,
comparable someday to the na-
tional park at Pea Ridge, or
it could become just another
park with swimming pool, park-
ing lots, and so forth with no
overall plan or direction.”

Many were receptive to the
battlefield plan. *‘All I talked
to were very interested and
cooperative,” he said.

Funding of $55,000 for the
amphitheater was allocated by
the state legislature, with about
$30.000 to be used for the actual
construction of the building,
which would not include perma-
nent seating. The remainder is
to be used for roads, parking,
and other ground im-
provements.

Moody said the amphitheater
was first proposed because of
local interest by Prairie Grove
amature theatrical and musical
groups.

Construction plans call for a
multi-purpose building designed
to portray a style of architec-
ture common to the Civil War
period.

The new structure will have
a dual purpose, serving as
either a public open-air
pavillion or as an outdoor
theater, complete with dressing
rooms and stage settings. When
used as a theater, a movable
portion would be installed to
separate the front half of the
building into a stage and the
rear half into dressing rooms
and a storage area. The petition
would bhe removed when the
building is used as a pavillion.

Moody said new sites for the

inclusion in the National Regis-|

ble Site Sought

this week. “Ideally, we want
a place where the land slopes
from the southwest to the
northeast so the light is out of

rectly on the performers. Use
of a slope would prevent the
land surface being destroyed,
while less costly to construct.”

Moody said the new site
selection would ,be publicized
for about three weeks to allow
public comment on the choice.
“We want to have all our *'i's"”
dotted and *‘t's" crossed before
we start to go ahead on this
one,” he said.

Moody said that after final

The Borden property bemg
considered as a potential na-
tional historical place will be
reviewed Tuesday by the state
review committee for historical
places, and if approved, will be
submitted to the National
Registry of Historic Places for
final approval.

“Our main purpose in nom-
inating historical sites is to fo-
cus attention on them in the
hope that citizens will try and
preserve them for the future,”
said Barbara Woodard, deputy
director of the state Historical
Presentation Program. The
committce of 16 persons, which
includes historians, architects,
and archeologists, meets to
make such nominations four
times a year. About 16 sites
from around the state are up
for review Tuesday.

the audience’s eyes and not di-!

Pusce.

COST INCRIEEA®
Basea' on an estim:
increase of a minimu:
per cent per year b
will cost $1.5 million y
salaries of the fire s
force; $47,000 for fire
tion salaries and §7¢
capital outlay.
“Right now,” M
said, “‘we're working o
year program which «
first of all, the additio
east side [ire station
addition of six fire fis
man the new station.”
also calls for the setts
in 1977 of $12,000 as s
f.re prevention personn
- McWhorter noted the
1971 1SO recommende:
an aerial ladder truci
station No. 2. “We |
truck but not the me
McWhorter said. Ther
truck as kept at Cen
Station.

The proposal will als
some type of cost to ta
proverty for fire st
McWhorter said. ‘‘The:
million worth of tax
property in Fayettevu
the taxpayer is subsid
protection for,” he sa
of assessed property ii
is approximately $260
The tax exempt pro
cludes city, county, ¢
federal lands as well
of churches and o
exempt organizations.

“You and I are pe
fire protection for

site and plan approval, the|places,” the chief note
aﬁnp?(;theatl)ter construction ILLINOIS CITI
shou e completed next ;

spring. While the task for

making any recommel

to how these tax exen
izations be assessed
protection, McWhorter
Illinois state law pro:
each city where ¢
supported school s lo:
$4 per student annual!
fighting purposes. "It
that from the Un
McWhorter said, ‘it 1
the operational costs

No. 2 ana would !
amount of money !
areas.”

Greatest emphasis 1
posed fire plan is in t
ional field with prever
ifically endorsed. Th:
smoke detecton d«
residences is recomm
sprinklers are slrc
commercial and busin
lishment.

Posters

Girl Scouts, Linda Rohrbach,
Jan Gilliland and Janet Tur-
ner, (I. to r.) work on post-
ers to publicize the Sept. 15

structure «ould be inspected

and 16 visit of the Red Cross

For Blood

Bloodmobile to Fa
The scouts are me:
Senior Girl Scout
who made and wilj
the posters. The BI
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Mr. and Mrs. Ray Patten
visited Mr. and Mrs. Herbert
Carnahan Friday morning.

dy for

new amphltheater

‘i’ State Parks and Tourism
" Dept. Planning Manager Bob
* Moody says funds are avail-
. able and plans are ready for
~the construction of a new 1300
square foot combination public

{ amphitheater and pavillion at

. Prairie Grove Baulefield State

. Park.

“Except for a few minor
changes which might come
£ about from staff review or
! public input, these plans are
¢ prety well firm’" he said.

In a leuer addressed 10 State
' Rep. Bill Ramsey, which was
‘released for news publication,
« Moody said that according to
. preliminary cost eslimates,
sufficient state and federal
funds are currently available
to finance the project. He also
outlined several points of the
i plan, which calls for the
1 construction of a muli-pur-
¢ posed building designed 1o
4 & portray a style of architecture
common o the Civil War
3 permd.
The new structure will have
# the dual capability of serving
tas either a public open-air
: pavillion or as an outdoor
2 theater, complete with dress-
4 ing rooms and stage seuings.
4 When used as a theater, a
.‘ moveable portion would be
. installed 10 separate the front
1 " half of the building into a stage
{and the rear half into dressing
rooms and a storage area. The
%parmmn would be removed
4 when the building was used as
“a pavillion.
: Seating would be a problem,

.:Moody said, but could be
“added any time after
building was completed. He
“said he felt that the public
“ would rather have a more

“ complete facilities for the new
LAY
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MERRYMAN’S

Portable Welding Service

“HAVE WELDER, WILL TRAVEL”

ALL TYPES OF ARC WELDING
HEADGATES & CATTLE CHUTES
A SPECIALTY

Route 1 Box 208 761-3494 Prairie Grove

building without permanent
seating than to have a skeletal
stage area with permanent

scaling.

Moody told Ramsey that the
parks department  has  ex-
pressed an interst in hearing
about the type of structure
local residents would prefer to
have built in the park. Public
hearings and forums where
various ideas for the project
would be positioned by area

residents are one possiblity,
Moody said.
Benny Morris, superinten-

dent of Baulefield Park, said
that any local resident who
might have suggestions con-
cerning the project may con-
tact Moody by writing the
Arkansas Dept. of Parks and
Tourism, 1510 Broadway,
Liule Rock, Ark. 72202.

Dimensions and layouts of
the amphitheater project can
be found in today's news-
paper.

Park placed on@

national register

Prairie Grove Battlefield
Park has been placed on the
National Register of Historical
Places by the United States
Department of the Interior.

A 15"x10"" solid bronze
plaque was purchased by Park
Supt. Benny Morris from a
firm in Auburn, Indiana and
mounted -on the east wall
outside of Hindman Hall.

Batutlefield State Park had a
total of 31,027 visitors for the
month of July, and expect to
top this for month of August.

. week by

Grove, was presented a special
certificate of appreciation last
the “Sperry and
Hutchinson Company as they
have been a valuable account
to S&H, offering Green
Stamps 10 their customers for
more than 20 years.

The citation, recording Sep-
tember 8, 1956, as the date

vice, was presented 1o Mr.
Hugh B. Neal and Howard and
Margaret Carney, owners, by

S&H area manager, French V.

Smith.

S&H began its

80 years there are more than

16,000 business firms offering
S&H Green Stamps thorough- -

DEsieN

i the
trading |
stamp business in 1896. After !

of these are in Ark.
S&H was certif
business in 1915.
This year S&H |
more than
nationally who have
Green Stamps for
or more years. Sn
this includes 11

Arkansas.
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Pictured above is the architectural drawing of the new 1300 square foot combinati
amphitheater and pavillion to be located in the Prairie Grove Battlefield Park. The str

have a dual purpose of serving either as an open-air pavillion or as an ou‘door theater

with dressing rooms and

stage settings. The building is designed to portray

architecture common to the Civil War period to keep in line with the other buildings
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Prairie Grove Battlefield
ark

PICNIC AREA
& PLAYGROUND
W Battlefield Road

! -~
Seating !
e ,Areg —

3t 11 Dog Trot Cabin
S . 12 Pavilion
8 1 Hindman Hall Museum 13 Restroom
% 2 Historic Stone Wall 14 Church
3 Battle Monument 15 Schoolhouse
’ { 4 Bandstand 16 Sorghum Mill
% 5 Morrow House 17 Blacksmith
@‘ 6 Latta House 18 Cross' Store
‘ 7 Well House 19 Borden House
8 Slave House

MAIN ENTRANCE

g Latta Barn & Restroom
10 Superintendent's Qtrs.

U.S. HIGHWAY 62

Meeting Set on Prairie Grove Battlefield Amphitheater

The state Parks and Tourism Department and the Prairie Grove Bat-
tlefield Commission will hold a public meeting at 6:30 p.m. January
12 at Hindman Hall at the park To discuss the site of the proposed
amphitheater and the further direction and development for the
Prairie Grove Battlefield State Park. In May, Civil War buffs objected
to the initial amphitheater site (disputed area at right) because it

was in a ravine where the most important phase of the battle took
place between Union and Confederate forces in December 1862.
“This ravine is too important a feature of the battlefield, which the
park was established to preserve to be obliterated by a modern am-
phitheater which would have absolutely no connection with the bat-
tle,” the Civil War Roundtable of Arkansas said in May. The

W ppaiss Spzerte " Decmaer 28, 1977

opponents suggested moving the facility out of the ravine to a flat
site near U.S. Highway 62, which park officials rejected as being too
close to the highway where traffic sounds would detracted from
theater presenations about the battle. As shown, the current pro-
posed site 1s about 100 yards out of the ravine west of the initial
location. The legisiature appropriated $55,000 in 1975 to build the

f*“"""'
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The ear-piercing blast of a
cannon began the special
Blue-Gray Reunion cere-
monies at Battlefield Park in
Praicie Grove last Sunday
afternoon. The loud "‘boom™
of one of the Civil War
cannons in the park attracted
the attention of visitors to the
celebration as well as motor-
ists passing the park at that
particular time.

The afternoon’s festivities
began with a pot luck picnic
lunch with plenty of Kentucky
fried chicken for the small

me 5,/977
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group of individuals who
showed up for the annual
affair. .
Following the picnic lunch,
Parrick Horan. historical buff
from Favetteviile. and master
of ceremonies. introduced
Rev. Trew Lockhart who gave
the opening prayer. Horan
gave an informative talk on
past reunions and noted that
the first reunion of this type in
Washington County was held
in 1886 at the Bartleficld Park.
Special music was provided
by Cottom Combs. fiddler,

J.C. Jones and others who
drsplaved their musical and
vocal talents to those present.
The Prairie Grove High School

Tiger Band also presented
several special numbers, in-
cluding *'Dixie’", which re-
ceived a very enthusiastic

reaction trom the crowd.
Representative Bill Ramsey
spoke in support of the park

and noted that a full-time
historian will be located at
Hindman Hall in the near

future.” This was made poss-
ible through the Arkansas

General Assembly several
months ago.

Ramsey spoke briefly about
the progress being made to
restore the Archibald Borden
house. Money has already
been  appropriated  for the
purchase and restoration of
the house which played a
major role in the Battle of
Prairie Grove during the Civil
War. Plans are to purchase a
200°x200" lot on which the
house stands, with the owner’s
permission. It is anticipated
that actual work on the restor-

ation project will get underway
in the near future.

Ramsey announced that the
park would be receiving a new
superintendent effective De-
cember 15. Bennie Morris,
present superintendent, is re-
tiring and will be succeeded by
Edward Smith of Dardanelle.
Further information on this
announcement will appear
next week.

Ramsey added that a meet-
ing is scheduled in January to
make final plans and receive

w b Ui
e o N ."

Eight Prairie Grove students were recently selected by the fact

Society of Dislinguished American High School Students. The «
right] Mary French, junior; Rhonda Bedford, Joy Harrison and
row - Kenneth Wieburg, senior; Judy Durham and Sharon Bc
senior. Membership in the Society is designed to be a national
excellence and leadership in extra curricular and civic activities w

approval on the location for the
amphitheatre which has been
delayed several times because
of the change in locations.
Other guests on the pro-
gram included a uniformed
Blue and Gray rifle squad from

Santa col

with plenty of goodies for the
children on both occasions.

Tickets for all drawings are
available from participaring

mitting.

Continued planning of
Plans are also underway for

Christmas festivities was the of these students.

until 8 p.m. each Friday night

merchants are contacting the

west Arkansas, to drill and fire

main topic of discussion at a Further planning for the big merchants. possible caroling by loca! wichita Falls, who joined
breakfast meeting of the Christmas Drawing was Some Prairie Grove mer- churches on Thursday evening “*soldiers'’ from the 3rd Ar- ®
Prairie Grove Merchants As-  handled at the meeting, in- chants will be remaining open  just before Christmas. The kansas Inf: ;
: g £ | sz antry, from North- B_’lg ls eac el' Spl

sociation Tuesday. with those
present also going on record in
opposition to a proposed city
occupation tax.

In addition to other activi-
ties, merchants were told that
Santa Claus will make the first
of his annual appearances in
the city this Saturday from
12:30 to 2:30 p.m. in front of
Farmers and Merchants Bank.
Santa will return for his second
visit the following Saturday,

cluding that many merchants
will be offering hundreds of
dollars in prizes at their own
individual drawings just prior
to the big Wrawing. Those
drawings will begin at 7 p.m.,
December 23 on the back dock
of the Post Office.

The big Santa’s Shoppers
Choice offers some lucky shop-
per the choice between a trip
to Las Vegas, a trip to New
Orleans or $500 in cash.

and both Thursday and Fridav
night immediately before
Christmas. The later hours are
to give all shoppers a chance to
shop locally and receive tickets
for the drawings.

Other plans for the month
include a concert by the Prairie
Grove band on Saturday,
December 17. The Christmas
music will begin at 2 p.m.
downtown, weather per-

local Ministerial Alliance to
see how many churches would
like to participate in the
caroling.

The meeting Tuesday also
saw the merchants present
register their opposition to the
proposed occupation tax,
which is to be discussed at the
city council meeting December
19. Merchants were urged to
attend that council meeting

a rifie salute in memory of the
Union and Confederate troops
who fought at Prairie Grove
more than 100 years ago.

Prairie Grove 4-H Club
received special recognition
for their work in the upkeep of
the Confederate Cemetery at

- Fayetteville.

The day's activities con-
cluded with a rifle salute.
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By Ed Staggs
Ron Sylvan is a firm believer
in the three R’'s of Education:
reading, writing, and arith-
metic. However, he does feel
that ‘‘the curriculum of a
school should meet the needs
of.its students. These needs
will vary in different areas of
the country. When the needs
of the student have been
fulfilled, then, and only then,
has he experienced the re-

wards of education.”

Sylvan enjoys teaching very
rrr by r r 1 3 - avntrad

Oswego Senior High School in
Oswego, lllinois. That city is a
small rural suburb of Chicago.

Upon graduation from high
school, he moved to Mountain
Home, Arkansas where his
parents made their home. He
attended the University of
Arkansas from 1972-76. He
received a Bachelor of Arts
Degree in English in 1976.
Last summer he also earned a
teaching certificate in the area
of - Social Studies. He is





