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Form 10-300 
(July 1969) 

COMMON' 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

STATE : 

Arkansas 

Cleveland 

State Hi near For Arkansas 
CITY 

CATEGORY 

(Check One) 

D District D Sui I ding 

IZl Site D Structure 

D Object 

itol Buildi 
CITY OR TOWN' 

Li Hle Rock 

STREET AND NUMBER ' 

CITY OR TOWN' 

IZl Publ ic 

D Private 

D Both 

- Publici 

COUNTY' 

Cleveland 

OWNERSHIP 

Public Acquisition : 

0 In Process 

0 Being Considered 

Park 

Private Residence 

Religious 

STATUS 

D Occupied 

~ Unoccupied 

0 Pres ervation work 

in prog! ess 

0 Transportation 

0 Other (Specify) 

and Parks Commission 

Arkansas 

ACCESSIBLE 

TO THE PUBLIC 

Yes : 

D Restricted 

!XJ Unrestricted 

D No 

0 Comments 

0 
0 
c 
z 
-1 
-< 



CONDITION 
0 Excellent !XJ Good 0 Fair 

(Check One) 

I:XJ Altered 0 Unaltered 

(Check One) 

0 Deteriorated 

I 
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

0 Ruins 0 Unexposed 

(Ch;,ck One) 

0 Moved IXJ Origir.al Site 

The Marks' Mills battle site is located about 10 miles southeast of 
Fordyce, Arkansas on the road to Warren, and near the town of N~w Edin­
burgh. It is located where the road from Kingsland forms a junction with 
the Warren-Fordyce road. 

The site is an irregular quadrilateral with its longest side 
(northeast boundary) on the Kingsland Road (State Highway 97). The side 
opposite forms the southwestern boundary on the Fordyce Road (State High­
way 8). 

The area in which the Civil War Battlefield Memorial Park is 
locaked is; of :•course? on-lfa portio'n of the area over which th~ battle 
was fought~ lt • does~ ~· however, occupy the road junction at which the 
Confederate forces chose to deny the~ Federal troops further progress on 
their march from Camden to Pine Bluff. 

The Marks' Mills ~attle Field Park is a simple roadside park with 
picnic benches and other facilities shaded by pine and oak trees . There 
are two markers identifying the battle sites; one a metal marker erected 
by the Arkansas Commemorative Commission, and the other of granite, erected 
by A.P. Banks of Fordyce, Arkansas. 

Except for the fact that the roads are now paved and that the virgin 
timber around the site has been cut and replaced with second growth timber, 
the area is, in all probability, very much like it was in 1864. Accounts 
ef 't:he bat'tle ' describe '•the t'erriiin as be i ng' n'eavity wooded and with thick 
underbrush that impeded ~he movement of troops. These con~itions ~ exist today •; ' . . I I I . I I - ,- "- .• . - ' -. - . 
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PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

0 Pre-Columbian I 
0 15th Century 

0 16th Century 0 18th Century 

0 17th Century IXJ 19th Century 

SPECIFIC DATEisl (IfAooliicable and Known) April 25, 1864 
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Aboriginal 0 Education 

' I 

0 Prehistoric 

~ Historic 

· ., 0 Agriculture · 

Architecture 

Art 

Commerce 

. , I 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

Communications 
' 

Conservation I 

!sTATEMENT OF siGNIFICANCE 

0 Engineering 

0 lndustry ­

~-d tnVenti~n ~ .. . -. · 

0 Landscape 

Architecture 

0 Literature 

@ Military 

·o M•Jsl c 

! . 

.. 

0 Political 

0 Relig ion/ Phi-

losophy. 

0 Science 

0 Sculpture 

0 Socia 1/ Human-

itorion 

0 Theater 
' I 

I. -

0 T ransportcition ~ 

0 20th Century 

0 Urban Plonni.ng 

O "Otf,;~ (s~ecity) 

- - ~ f ;\ 
''The Red River Expedition, most ar:nbi t.!ous ~'( Uni.on offensiyes .. : 

west of the Miss i ss ippi River, ground. .to ar:1 : embarassin.g haLt early 
1n April, 1864. Union General Na±haniel P. Banks fell back when re­
pulsed near Pleasant Hill, Louisiana, and his counterpart 1n Arkansas, 
Major-General Frederick Steele, had felt the wrath of the Confederates 
at Poison Spring. The Louisiana phase of the expedition no longer 
posed a ser1ous threat, and Steele 1n Arkansas had entrenched his 
13,000 troops 1n the easily defended city of Camden on the Ouachita 
River. From a military point of view the Poison Spring affair had 
left Steele's army unshaken and still possessing the qualities of a 
formidable adversary. Hi s army had not been defeated nor had it lost 
its fighting trim, yet certainly recent developments had altered the 
complexion of the entire campaign. The most pressing problem con­
fronting Steele at the mome~t was lac~ of forage-- a need intensified 
by the capture of the large train at Po4son Spring. ~regular .Federal 

~ suppl~ _ t r~J n arr , ive~ ip ~ Camden from ~jne Bluff on April 20 easing 
somewhat the desperate piight, but the scarcity of food worried Steele 
and only time would tell if it would lead to further complications • 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

When the Federal supply train from Pine Bluff entered Camden on 
April 20, Steele began preparations to return the empty wagons to 
Pine Bluff for fresh supplies. Provisions to be brought back by the 
train would provide the army half-rations for ten days • • •• Forage 
for animals remained scarce. Such circumstances dictated quick action, 
and on April 21 a brigade of cavalry scouting for Rebel horse soldiers 
east of the river returned. Penetrating to within a few miles of the 
Saline River, the patrol reported no enemy activity thus apparently 
clearing the way for the return of the wagon train. On April 22 the 
empty convoy departed from Camden enroute to its home base on the 
Arkansas River. Only 150 wagons had made up the 1ncom1ng train, but 
it now numbered 240 or Ilightly larger than the ill-fated column 
lost at Poison Spring." 

1 Ira Don Richards, "The Engagement at Marks 1 Mills 11 Arkansas 
Historical Quarterly, XIX (Spring, 1960) 51-55. 

(See Continuation Sheet) 



The War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official R~cords of the 
Union and Confederate Armies (Washington : 1880-1901), Series I, 
Vol. XXXIV, pt. I, pp 653-849. 

Bearss, Edwin C., Steele's Retreat From Camden, Little Rock: Pioneer 
Press, 1967. 

Ferguson, John L. (ed.),Arkansas and the Civil War, Little Rock: 
Pioneer Press, 1964. 

STATE: 

STATE : 

STATE: 

Arkansas Plannin Commission 
TRE ET AND NUMBER : 

Game and Fish Buildin 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Prese rvation Act of 1966 (Publi c Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Servic e . The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National ~ State O Local 0 

·~/71~ 
~hn M. Peterson 

Name 

THk Executive Director 
Arkansas Planning Commission 

0 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

JAN 2 1 1970 
Date -------------------
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(Number all entries) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Continuation Sheet) 

8 . SIGNIFICANCE,CONT'D 

STATE 

Arkansas 
COUNT Y 

Cleveland 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

For an escort General Steele had provided the Second Brigade of 
General Frederick Sal mon's Third Division. The brigade was commanded 
by Lieutenant-Colonel Francis Drake and consisted of 1200 infantry, 
240 cavalry and four cannon. 

While Federal cavalry had been unable to dis cover any Confederate 
troops between the Ouachita and Saline Rivers on April 21, Confederate 
Major-General James B. Fagan had moved into the area on April 24, with 
4,000 men. By the morning of April 25, General Fagan had placed his 
troops between the Union wagon train and Pine Bluff. The place of 
contact was the road jun ction at Marks' Mills. 

The Confeder a tes laun ched a poorly coordinated attack, but despite 
this the Union commander had little chance to save either his command 
or the wagon tr a in. The responsibility of protecting a long line of 
wagons hindered the Federals in con centrating their numbers. Thi s 
battle followed the pattern of the one fought at Poison Spring. 

General Fagan won an impressive victory at Marks' Mills. General 
Steele had lost an infantry brigade, 240 wagons and four cannon. This 
loss-- and the shortage of supplies-- forced Steele to withdraw from 
Camden and to attempt the retreat to Little Rock. 
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Arkansas 
NATIONAL REGISTER COUNTY 

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM 

(Type all entries -attach to or enclose with photograph) 

Junction of State Hi 

New Edinbur 

The historical marker which has been marking the site since 1936. 
You will note that it is in error regarding the number of wagons 1n the 
train and the presence of General Clayton. Clayton was not present. 
Site authentic •..• information incorrect. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMEN 
NATIONAL PARK 

HATIOHAL REGISTER OF 

HE INTERIOR 
1CE 

STORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) 

Junction of State Hi 

New Edinbur 

I BE IE W, DIRE C Tl 0 N, ETC. 

TATE 

Arkansas 
COUNTY 

Cleveland 

View of the park, looking to the nodhwest.:j'--..Th_i s 
junction at which the battle was fought. The hi st-n e marker can 
be seen at the park entrance. The picnic shelter Is Immediate ly behind. 
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ljFor~ 10-301 
, (Dec. 1968) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type ali entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

Jun ction of State Hi 
CITY OR TOWN: 

New Edinbur 
STATE: 

1. Property broundories where required . 

2. North arrow . 

3. Latitude and longitude reference. 

STATE 

Ark ansas 
COUNTY 

Clevel r:~ nd 
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IForm 10-301 
(Dec . 1968) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

STATE 

Arkansas 
COUNTY 

Cleveland 

Junction of State Hi s 8 and 97 near Ford ce and New Edinbur 
CITY OR TOWN : 

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS 

1. Property broundaries where required. 

2. North arrow . 

3. latitude and longitude reference. 
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