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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The land is little changed since Lewis saw it. The same 
steep bluffs that figured in the fight, a similar growth of 
cottownwoods on the bottom. Perhaps as perfect integrity 
as a site of this kind can possibly have.

The site lies within the following described boundary: 
Beginning at the NW point at intersection of west boundary 
of Section 12 and Two Medicine Creek; thence in an easterly 
direction following Two Medicine Creek 3/4 mile; thence in 
a southerly direction,1/2 mile; thence in a westerly direction 
3/4 mile; thence," in a J northerly direction 1/3 mile to Two 
Medicine Creek, 'the beginning point.
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horses

On the evening of July 26, 1806, Leyis and his small party 
consisting of himself, George Drewyer, Joseph and Reuben Fields 
encountered eight Piegans (one of tfre Blackfoot tribes) , and 
agreed to camp with them at Two Medicine Creek. They arose on 
the morning of the 27th to find the Indians stealing their guns 
R. Fields pursued one Indian and killed him while retrieving 
his gun. Drewyer jumped up and seized his gun from another 
Indian and Lewis awoke, pursued and retrieved his gun from a 
third Indian. Then the Indians endeavored to make off with 
the horse herd. The main Indian party attempted to drive the 
horses up the creek and were pursued by Drewyer and the Fields. 
These fleeing Indians were driven oiff but had been able to es­ 
cape with a few horses. The remaining horses were brought bad 
to camp by the Fields. Meanwhile Capt. Lewis pursued two othe 
Indians trying to head up the bluff in the opposite direction 
with the other horses. In the course of retrieving these hor 
Lewis shot and killed a second Indian and barely missed being 
shot in the head during the skirmish. Lewis and his party 
then took the horses they needed and rode with great haste 
to the mouth of the Marias River ftearing pursuit by a larger 
band of Indians.

This encounter was particularly significant: as the first, 
meeting between representatives of ^he U. S. and the Blackfoot 
tribes, as the first encounter fought between the army and 
the plains tribes and as the only ffght between members of the 
Lewis and Clark expedition and Indians during the entire trip. 
This encounter represented the most crucial point as an 
obstacle to the successful completion of the Lewis and Clark 
expedition. This event, also an omen of future relations between 
white men & Indians,closed the upper Mo.R.to whites for sometime 
In addition, the area surrounding the fight site contains 
much evidence of Indian culture including buffalo remains, 
Indian tipi rings, and a pislkun.
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West, Helen B., Meriwether Lewis in 

BIA, Browning, Montana, 1964
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TWO MEDICINE FIGHT SITE

Ocean via the Missouri and Columbia Riv there a more

wildly beautiful, yet desolate, area than the Two Medicine

Fight Site. Located on the south side of the Two Medicine

River a few miles southwest of Cut Bank and on the Blackfeet

The description from the Journals of lewis reads:

— "we decended a very steep Huff about 250 
feet high to the river where there was a small 
bottom of nearly 1/2 mile In length and about 
250 yards wide In the widest part, the river 
washed the bluffs both above and below us and 
through it's course In this part Is very deep; 
the bluffs are so steep that there are but 
few places where they could be ascended, and 
are broken in several places by deep nltches 
which extend back from the river several 
hundred yards, their bluffs being so steep that 
It is impossible to ascend them; In this 
bottom there stand t(h)ree solitary trees'* --



Indians were killed. Lewis and his men then fled the area,

joining with Clark and the remainder of the men at the confluence

been killed In this encounter, and his Journals and records 

destroyed, the loss would have been Incalculable. The area

Is also of major significance because some 19 miles northwest

of the Fight Site is the area Lewis named Camp Disappointment, 

and which is located on Cut Bank Creek. It marks the furthest

point north of the expedition and determined the northern 

boundary of the Louisiana Purchase. Camp Disappointment has 

been designated as a National Historic Landmark and a large
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journal, ona can aaaily visualize tha descant of Lewis and his 

man with tha Indiana to tha area, thalr camp that avanlng, and

conversations carrlad on through Drewyar by algn language. Tha

i 
discovery of thla exact location was possible through tha

initiative, raaaareh and determination of historian, Halan B. 

West, Scoutmaster Robert R. Anderson, and tha Boy Scouta of 

Troop 444 of Cut Bank. Aa a result, thai Fight Site is now marked 

by a large rustic sign made by tha National Park Service, 

erected by the Scouta, with an inscription relating the events 

that happened there. The three treea have been encircled by a

for which was carried into the area by the disastrous Two 

Medicine River Flood of 1964.

marine life estimated to be millions of years old, buffalo



adults have visited the site, a tribute to its inaccessibility*

and roads are constructed it will be a point of historical 

interest and Indian culture visited by thousands of persons. 

The Montana Legislature in its 1969 Session adopted a Joint

develop the area as a National Monument.
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