INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE:
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Montana
COUNTY:
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES pondera
INVENTORY — NOMINATION FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
. . ENTRY NUMBER D‘ATE
(Type all entries — conffilete app{fcable S?Cti?f‘_S) 1035 0009 170/L]4

C OMMON:

( Two Medicine Fight Site

AND/OR HISTORIC:

STREET AND NUMBER:

Township 31 North, Range 7 West, Sectlon 12.= ) o
CITY OR TOWN: s 3 v \P" Ty
k \0“‘ . -=

approximately 25 miles ESE of Browning P abhMAp

25

STATE CODE |COUNTY:

Pondera

Montana
CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE .
o STAT
(Check One) WNERSHIP us TO THE PUBLIC
] District 1 Building |[ Public Public Acquisition: (O Occupied Yes:
Site [ Structure Private O In Process ‘ X Unoccupied X Restricted
[ Object (O Both (O Being C°“Sidered (] Preservation work (] Unrestricted
! in progress 0 Ne

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Agricultural {1 Government [ Park “’ [J Transportation Comments

) Commercial [ Industrial [(J Private Residence ; [} Other (Specify) See attac
{T] Educational [ Military ] Religious ments

[] Entertainment 0 Museum D Scientific

: Fademl +ms+ }avch “
ndian Trust Land - Allotment #766 Blackfeet =5
STREET AND NUMBER: g m
Bureau of Indian Affairs Office, Blackfoot Agency o
CITY OR TOWN: STATE: CODE o]
Browning Montana 25 -
COURTHOIJSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS.‘ZVEUTvcb: '.U 8
Pondera County Court House 0 S
STREET AND NUMBER: o Jap
o <
‘ )
CITY OR TOWN: STAT‘Y‘E CODE B
Conrad Montana 25
~\
TITLE OF SURVEY: S g
State Inventory : WEIR
DATE OF SURVEY: Sept, , 1968 (] Federal 3] State ] County [ Local I ; %
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: [~ g z
T
State Fish and Game Department O |2 <
STREET AND NUMBER: 7 a
Recreation & Parks Division O |2
CITY OR TOWN: STATE: CODE | .
Helena Montana 25 éig
2 _|n
O




Excellent
CONDITION o .

Good

[ Fair [C] Deteriorated [] Ruins [J Unexposed

O Alfered

(Check One)
] Unaltered ] Moved B Origiral Site

(Check One)

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The land is little changed since Lewis saw it. The same
steep bluffs that figured in the fight, a similar growth of
cottownwoods on the bottom. Perhaps as perfect integrity
as a site of this kind can possiblg have.

The site lies within the following described boundary:
Beginning at the NW point at intersection of west boundary

of Section 12 and Two Medicine Creek; thence in an easterly
direction following Two Medicine Creek 3/4 mile; thence in

a southerly dire tlon 1/2 mile; thence in a westerly direction
3/4 mile} thénce’ 1n a'northerly direction 1/3 mile to Two
Medicine Creek the beglnplng point.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Oon the evening of July 26, 1806, Lewis and his small party
consisting of himself, George Drewyer, Joseph and Reuben Fields
encountered eight Piegans (one of the Blackfoot tribes), and
agreed to camp with them at Two Medicine Creek. They arose on
the morning of the 27th to find the Indians stealing their guns
R. Fields pursued one Indian and killed him while retrieving
his gun. Drewyer jumped up and seized his gun from another
Indian and Lewis awoke, pursued and retrieved his gun from a
third Indian. Then the Indians endeavored to make off with

the horse herd. The main Indian party attempted to drive the
horses up the creek and were pursued by Drewyer and the Fields.
These fleeing Indians were driven off but had been able to es-
cape with a few horses. The remaining horses were brought back
to camp by the Fields. Meanwhile Capt. Lewis pursued two othel
Indians trying to head up the bluff in the opposite direction

Lewis shot and killed a second Indian and barely missed being
shot in the head during the skirmish. Lewis and his party
then took the horses they needed and rode with great haste

to the mouth of the Marias River fearing pursuit by a larger
band@ of Indians. |

This encounter was particularly sigﬁificant: as the first
meeting between representatives of the U. S. and the Blackfoot
tribes, as the first encounter fought between the army and

the plains tribes and as the only fight between members of the
Lewis and Clark expedition and Indians during the entire trip.
This encounter represented the most crucial point as an
obstacle to the successful completion of the Lewis and Clark
expedition. This event, also an omen of future relations between
white men & Indians,closed the upper Mo.R.to whites far sometime
In addition, the area surrounding the fight site contains

much evidence of Indian culture including buffalo remains,
Indian tipi rings, and a pisBbkun.
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with the other horses. In the course of retrieving these horseg
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TWO MEDICINE FIGHT SITE

In all of the approximate 8,000»mile round trip of
Lewis and Clark Expedition from St. Louis up to the Pacific
Ocean via the Missouri and Columbia Rivﬁra is there 2 more

wildlj beautiful, yet desolate, area tth the Two Medicine
o o |

P{ghé;é{éc. Loéatcd on thc‘aouuh,nidg df ghe»Two thieiﬁe

#1ver‘a few miles southwest of Cut Bank and on the slacktdct

Indian Rnaarvation, thn area is inaccessible by motor vehicle.
The description from the Journllsof Lewis reads:

-= "we decended a very steep bluff about 250
feet high to the river where there was a small
bottom of nearly 1/2 mile in length and about
250 yards wide in the widest part, the river
washed the bluffs both above and below us and
thro it's course in this part is vcrgudcep;
the bluffs are so steep that there are but

few places where they could be ascended, and
are broken in several places by deep nitches
which extend back from the river several
hundred yards, their bluffs being so steep that
it 1s § ossible to ascend them; in this

bottom there stand t(h)ree solitary trees" --
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It was here on a Saturday afternoon, July 26, 1806, that

} .
four members of the expeditionm, Meriwether Lewis, George Drewyer,

Joseph Fields and Reuben Fields made conkact with eight Indiens,

camped with them, and in a fight early t;e nixt morning when
the Indians attempted to make way with t‘air horses, two of the

Indians were killed. Lewis and his men Lhen fled the area,

joining part of the expedition on the Hi?souri River, and later
joining with Clark and the remainder of &hs men at the eonfluéncc
of the Missouri with the Yellowstone. ﬁgd Lewis and his men
been killed in this encounter, and his journals and records
destroyed, the loss would have been 1ncapcu1§ble. The area

is also of major significance because lo%a 19 miles northwest
|

of :he Fight Site is the area Lewis named Camp Disippointnont,

and vhich 18 located on Cut Benk Creek. iIt marks the furthest

point north of the expedition and determined the northern
boundary of the Louisiana Purchase. Camp Disappointment has
been designated as a National Historic L@n@mark_and a large
bronze plaque has been placed at the site. |
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Standing by the three trees reter#cd to by Lewis in his

journal, one can easily visualize the descent of Lewis and his

men with the Indians to the area, thoir?caup that evening, and

, , | ,
conversations carried on through Drewyer by sign language. The

discovery of this exact location was possible through the
initiative, research and dctorninntion“of historian, Helen B.
West, Scoutmaster Robert H. Anderson, anF the Boy Scouts of

~ Trxoop #44 of Cut Bank. As a result, thq@?ighc Site 1s now éarked
b& 8 large rustic sign made by the NitioLal Park Sexvice,

ernqﬁgdlbylﬁhQIScout:, with an innqdptiph relating tﬁabcvcdia
Y “ ’ j _
that happened there. The three :rccakhay. been encircled byZAQ,,
four pole, log fence, some 280 feet in length, the matcfial
for which was carriad»into the‘araa by the disastrous Two
Medicine River Flood of 1964.
Nebrby are fossil remains of prohistoric animals and
marinc 1ife estimated to be millions of years oid, buffglo

jump, stone mounds, and teepee rings. Efforts are continuing

to have the Fight Site and the auttoundihg area designated as



an historical landmark and to protect the area. While many
Boy Scouts know of its whoreabouta‘, probably less than 75
adults have visited the site, a tribnte to its 1nacccuib111ty.
Some day when the area is adequatol\‘y supervised and protected
and roads are constructed it will be a point of historical

interest and Indian culture visited by thousands of persons.

The Montana Legislature in its 1969 Session adopted a Joint

Resolution requesting the United States to protect and

- develop the area 2s a National Homtnué.
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