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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The property is in the center of the Wilmington business district, which is a major
business andfinancial center, It fronts the north side of Rodney Square which is
bounded by the Public Library, Custom House, and other public buildings., The square
is a beautifully landscaped park and environmentally and aesthetically enhances
that area of downtown Wilmington, Our research indicates "that in planning the
building, the architects, aside from producing a building practical and modern

in all respects, kept in mind as of utmost importance the architectural beauty

and unity of Rodney Square,”

The first and second stories forming the main block of the building -are dpproximately
the same height as the Library. The third floor is contained in a clear story
emerging from the primary mass of the building and set back in such a way as not to
interfere with the general low appearance of the structure necessary to the balance
of the square, The site is hampered by differences in site elevation which limits
ingress and egress to vehicles in the maneuvering area 'in ‘the rear of the building,

The building is a three-story cut stone structure with design features typical

of government thinking in that era with reference to utility.and graceful lines,

The structure resembles the features of neo-classical design. The front is ornamental
in design with six large stone pillars across the main entrance flanked by bronze
lights on each side of the front entrance steps up from Eleventh Street,

There are 104,669 sq. ft, of gross building area (including basement) on a site of
56,120 sq, ft,, approximately 27,300 per lst floor level, Exterior walls are of
cut stone-around!steel beams; interior walls and ceilings are plaster; the roof -
is constructed of composition and tile; spread footings for the foundations; the
majority of flooring is poured concreéete with hallways of marble block,

The present floor plan differs from the original construction only in that several
2nd and 3rd floor offices have been developed with partitioms from an original
large open area, ' Exterior walls of the court are in cream-colored brick, There
are no unusual or unique subterrestrial features, i

The public lobby is enhanced by marble columns, and marble floors and two murals
located above each end of the lobby. New lockboxes were installed in the Postal

~ lobby in 1960, Air conditioning was installed in the first floor in 1961, The

. second and third story offices are provided with individual air-conditioning units,
ie.,judges' chambers, courtrooms, etc, A medical unit was also later provided
(1970) on the 3rd floor, '
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'STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The personality which:lends historic. aignlficance :to the property is the fact that
it unifies Rodney Square, Rodney Square being named after Caesar Rodney who rode to
Philadelphia in 1776 to vote for the Declaration of Independence and was also
Delaware's first chief executive,

SPECIFIC DATES

The following quotations are: from a determination made by the State Architectural
Historian supporting the SHPO 0pin10n°

‘MArchitecturally, the building reflects some fine neo-classical detaillng on the
exterior and very interesting Art Moderne detailing on the interior, The finest
exterior spaces are the lobby, still in use for postal service, and the main courtroom,
now abandoned",

"One of the finest spaces in the building is the main courtroom, This room retains a
great deal of its original Art Moderne detailing, 1nclud1ng the judge's bench, Jury
box, lawyer's tables, and chandeliers, Behind the judge"s bench is-a large. WPA
painting, Art Moderne detailing is also found in the lobby of the building. Of

note here is the wall of stations for the postal clerks, and the two WPA paintings.,
This space is still retained for postal activity. The City of Wilmington feels
strongly about its retaining this use", ‘ o L -

"As one of the few major neo-classical buildings remaining within the City of
Wilmington, I feel it possesses architectural integrity worthy of nomination to
the National Register. It is my feeling that the clause stating that the building
must be more than fifty years old to be placed on the National Register should be
waived because there are so few buildings in Wilmington remaining which reflect
its period of architecture', ,

"The position of this building on Rodney Square heightens its architectural significance.
Rodney Square and the buildings fronting on it create an area with a strong sense of
architectural identity, It is feasible to create a viable district nomination based

‘on the above considerations",

"There are, as noted, three WPA paintings contained within the old Post Office, At
a SHPO meeting just a few years ago, we heard the counselor to the Administrator for
Fine Arts and Historic Preservation of the General Services Administration, ask all
state staffs to work to preserve the WPA and other GSA fine art, I think that their
presence in this building is noteworthy",

‘Continued on Attached Sheet
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] VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCHIPT!ON -
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'8 - SIGNIFICANCE (Continued)

"Historically, perhaps, the building possesses less significance than
architecturally. However, as a federal court house it was the scene

"of several famous Delaware cases including the Copeland bankruptcy case,
the largest bankruptcy case in the State of Delaware'.,

"In 1light of the above considerations, I would deem the Wilmington Post
Office to be eligible for consideration to the National Register".




