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1. NAME OF PROPERTY

Historic Name: Deslattes House

Other Name/Site Number:

2. LOCATION

Street & Number 15620 La. Hwy. 16

City/Town French Settlement

State: Louisiana Code: LA County: Livingston Code: 063

Not for publication: NA 

Vicinity: NA 

Zip Code: 70733

3. STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby 
certify that this _X_ nomination __ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation 
standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and 
professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property __X_ meets __ does 
not meet the National Register Criteria.

Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 
Nationally:_ Statewide:_ Locally: X

September 26. 2003
Signati/e of Certifying Official/Title Jonathan Fricker Date 

Deputy SHPO, Dept. of Culture, Recreation and Tourism

State or Federal Agency and Bureau

In my opinion, the property __ meets __ does not meet the National Register criteria.

Signature of Commenting or Other Official/Title Date

State or Federal Agency and Bureau
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4. NATIONAL PARK SERVICE CERTIFICATION

I herebycertify that this property is:

\yfentered in the National Register 
_ Determined eligible for the National Register 
_ Determined not eligible for the National Register 

Removed from the National Register 
(explaij

iture of Keeper Date of Action

5. CLASSIFICATION

Ownership of Property 
Private: X 
Public-Local: __ 
Public-State: __ 
Public-Federal:

Number of Resources within Property 
Contributing 

1

1

Category of Property 
Building(s): X 
District: _ 
Site: _ 
Structure: _ 
Object: _

Non contributing 
__buildings 
__ sites 
__ structures 
__ objects 

0 Total

Number of Contributing Resources Previously Listed in the National Register:__0_ 

Name of Related Multiple Property Listing: NA
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6. FUNCTION OR USE

Historic: domestic Sub: single dwelling 
Current: work in progress Sub:

1. DESCRIPTION

Architectural Classification: Italianate 
Materials:

Foundation: brick 
Walls: weatherboard 
Roof: tin 
Other:
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Describe Present and Historic Physical Appearance.

The one story, wood frame Deslattes House (c. 1900) occupies a lush setting on Louisiana Hwy. 16 in 
the rural community of French Settlement. Because of the proximity of numerous old trees and bushes, it is 
impossible to see the house in its entirety in one view. The home is not easy to pigeonhold stylistically, but 
on the whole should be viewed within the Italianate taste as it appeared typically in rural Louisiana in the late 
nineteenth century (the builder Italianate, more appropriately). The house has been changed very little over 
the years; hence it readily conveys its local architectural value.

Raised about three feet on brick piers, the Deslattes House has an L-shaped footprint, but the ell wing 
projects forward (rather than the typical rear projection). A gallery extends across the fairly narrow front of 
the forward projecting wing, and then down the side and across the section at the rear. The roofline at the 
front of the forward wing features a shingled gablet with a skirting roof. What is known as a "false gallery" 
extends beyond the main roof (i.e., a roof extension resting on brackets to protect and shade the gallery). 
The gallery retains its original wide floorboards and all of its original columns, which are chamfered at the 
top and bottom. All but a small section of the pronounced Italianate-style balustrade survives. A section at 
the very front was lost when that portion of the gallery was screened. At the same time, steps were relocated 
from the middle to the side. Steps were also located at about the middle of the back section of the house. 
They have been removed, but the gate (styled like the balustrade) survives. (The gate on the very front was 
moved when the steps were relocated.) Other exterior details include six over six windows with the upper 
sash fixed in place, shutters with movable louvers, and four doors opening from the gallery.

The interior retains virtually all of its original character. Easily the most interesting elements are the 
three identical folk mantels whose pilasters echo the shape of the gallery's balusters. The entablature features 
a sinuous cutout design and the plain board shelf wraps around the flue in the manner of French Creole 
houses. The five rooms are sheathed in flush board, with the same treatment being found on the ceilings. 
(The walls had been covered in plywood paneling. The current owners removed it as part of their in- 
progress restoration work.) Door and window frames are plain. Baseboards feature a pronounced molding. 
Doors are the four-panel type.

Alterations have been minimal. They include:

1) The previously mentioned loss of a portion of the balustrade when the very front of the gallery was 
screened. The balustrade was replaced with a low clapboarded wall. The columns were not removed. 
The present owners plan to correct this alteration.

2) A simple crown molding has been installed throughout.

3) At some point fairly early in the house's history the rear gallery was enclosed and a small side porch 
added off the enclosure.

Contributing element:

Immediately adjacent to a gallery corner is a large barrel cistern made of cypress staves and resting on 
a brick base. It is being counted as a contributing structure.
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8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Applicable National
Register Criteria: A__ B_ CX D_

Criteria Considerations
(Exceptions): NA A_ B_ C_ D_ E_ F_ G_

Areas of Significance: architecture

Period(s) of Significance: c. 1900

Significant Dates: c. 1900

S ignificant Person(s): NA

Cultural Affiliation: NA

Architect/Builder: unknown
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State Significance of Property, and Justify Criteria, Criteria Considerations, and Areas and Periods of 
Significance Noted Above.

The Deslattes House is of local architectural significance as a landmark within Livingston Parish, 
an area with a distinctly modest, largely "no style" historic building stock. With its folk Italianate styling, 
the Deslattes House represents some of the earliest architecture extant in the parish.

Livingston Parish, roughly 660 square miles in size, historically was a rural, sparsely settled area. 
(It remains so today except for the western portion which is bleeding into eastward growth from Baton 
Rouge.) Early settlers came in the first years of the nineteenth century. The parish was created in 1832. 
Livingston's economy historically was based on small-scale agriculture and the lumber industry. Towns were 
quite small. For example, the entire parish had a population of only 5,769 in 1890. Even as late as 1930, 
this figure was a low 18,206. In that year, most communities were still too small to have attained village 
status. The "big city" was Denham Springs, with a population of 1,002 in 1930. And the majority of the 
parish's small population consisted of people of fairly modest means - small farmers, Hungarian 
immigrants, sawmill workers, etc. While there must have been some citizens of means, one cannot discern it 
from the surviving residences - the grandest of which are middle class, fairly simple, fairly small Queen 
Anne cottages.

Livingston is yet to be surveyed for historic structures. However, the staff of the Division of Historic 
Preservation has conducted fieldwork there over the past 20+ years and can make the following general 
comments about the historic building stock. Very few buildings survive from before the twentieth century 
(stylistically from before the bungalow era). Only a minority of historic buildings are styled in any manner, 
regardless of how hesitant. And the "no style" buildings are not of architectural importance (i.e., not log 
dogtrots, for example). In summation, the historic building collection in Livingston consists of a smattering 
of middle-class, fairly simple, fairly small Queen Anne cottages (perhaps 15-20); folk bungalows; "no style" 
cottages; "no style" or hesitantly styled twentieth century commercial buildings; and utilitarian farm 
buildings. Among the most important surviving buildings are three vernacular houses that are French Creole 
in form, dating from c.1860 to c.1910 (all on the National Register); the Federal style former parish 
courthouse at Springfield (NR); Santa Maria Plantation House, with Federal and Greek Revival details (NR); 
three early twentieth century fairly simple Gothic style churches (all aluminum sided); and the 1930 Walker 
High School (NR). Within the foregoing context, the folk Italianate Deslattes House is a rare and well- 
preserved survivor to represent the look of Livingston Parish at the turn of the twentieth century.

Historical Note:

Conveyance records point to Florian Deslattes as the home's original owner. On February 12, 1900, 
Alfonse Mayers sold 25 arpents of land to Florian Deslattes for $45. Then on March 23, 1903 Deslattes sold 
11 of the arpents, together with buildings and improvements thereon, to Mary Le Bourgeois for $625. Had it 
not been for this clue in the title research, the staff of the Division of Historic Preservation would have dated 
the house a bit earlier. Square head nails, which generally went out of use in the 1880s, are used throughout. 
From a purely stylistic standpoint, the house could date from the 1880s or as late as c.1900.

The house is often referred to locally as the Brignac House. Anita Brignac lived there for many 
years, beginning in 1940. It remained in Brignac ownership until very recently, when the present owners 
purchased it.
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9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

The Free State: A History and Place Names Study of Livingston Parish. Published by Livingston 
Parish American Revolution Bicentennial Committee, 1976.

Previous documentation on file (NFS): NA

_ Preliminary Determination of Individual Listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested.
_ Previously Listed in the National Register, (partially)
_ Previously Determined Eligible by the National Register.
_ Designated a National Historic Landmark.
_ Recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey: #
_ Recorded by Historic American Engineering Record: #

Primary Location of Additional Data:

X State Historic Preservation Office 
_ Other State Agency 
_ Federal Agency 
_ Local Government 
_ University 
_ Other (Specify Repository):

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

Acreage of Property: approx. 2 acres

UTM References: Zone Easting Northing
15 712160 3353220

Verbal Boundary Description: The boundary is shown as a broken line on the attached sketch map.

Boundary Justification: Boundaries were chosen to encompass the house and its immediate setting and to 
recognize its orientation to the road. Following property lines would have meant including extraneous 
acreage to the rear devoid of historic buildings.
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11. FORM PREPARED BY

Name/Title: National Register staff

Address: Division of Historic Preservation, P. O. Box 44247, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70804

Telephone: (225) 342-8160

Date: July 2003

PROPERTY OWNERS

Leslie A. Scobel 
3162 Oak Lane 
Slidell, LA 70458
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