
FORM B - BUILDING 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
294 Washington Street, Boston, MA 02108 

PHOTO (3x3" or 3x5", black § white) 
Staple to l e f t side of form 
Photo number 

SKETCH MAP 
Draw map showing property's 
location in relation to nearest 
cross streets and other buildings 
or geographical features. 
Indicate north. 

i 

COURT t>T. 
1 r 

Recorded by Margo Webber 

Organizat ion Anderson Notter Finegold Inc. 

Date June, 1981 

Area Form no. 

3000 114 

'-Town Spr ing f i e ld 

-Address leoo Ea&t Columbus Ave 

H i s t o r i c Name Sp r ing f i e ld D i s t r i c t Court 

Use: O r i g i n a l Police Court 

Present Municipal o f f i c e s 

Ownership:! I Pr ivate i n d i v i d u a l 
Pr ivate organizat ion 

Pub 1ic Ci ty o f Sp r ing f i e ld 

O r i g i n a l owner Hampden Comty 

DESCRIPTION:  

Date 1930 

Source S p r i n g f i e l d Union. 12714/ 

S ty le Neo-classical Revival 

A r c h i t e c t E.C. s G.C. Gardner 

E x t e r i o r w a l l f a b r i c Limestone 

Outbuildings — none 

Major a l t e r a t i ons (wi th dates) none 

Moved 
nn 

Date 

Assessor's Map #306 
UTM Ref: 18/699170/4663580 
Springfield South Quadrangle (Staple additional,*J»f^ets here) 

Approx. acreage less than 1 acre 

Se t t ing Urban context i s somewhat l o s t by 

new highway and interchange to west and 

nor th ; f ron t s on E. Colxanbus, d i r e c t l y 
west o f Municipal Gro\:f) and i s con^atible 
i n design and mater ia l s . 

r 



CRITERIA STATEMENT 
'̂•• o -

The Springfield D i s t r i c t Court possesses i n t e g r i t y of 'rcation, s e t t i n g , de­
sign /materi a Ls, and workmanship. B u i l t to house an expanding court, i t represents 
the growth of the c i t y in the early twentieth century as well as i t s important regional 
c i v i c role. Additionally, i t is a well conceived expression of the austere later phase 
of the classical r e v i v a l . I t meets c r i t e r i a A S C of the National Register of Historic 
Places. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe important a r c h i t e c t u r a l features and 
evaluate i n terms of other buildings w i t h i n community) 

•V; •' • 
The Springfield D i s t r i c t Court ,is a fin e example of Neo-Classical Revival arch­
i t e c t u r e and i s t y p i c a l of much public architecture from the 1920-1930 period. 

•* • The bui l d i n g was designed to be a compatible neighbor to the Municipal Group, 
and succeeds at t h i s with i t s bold scale and similar limestone facing. The 
handsome facade i s nine bays wide with a wide decorated f r i e z e . The three 
center bays are set i n antis behind two f u l l - h e i g h t columns. The doors and 
windows feature decorative spandrels and brass t r i m . I t i s a well desi n?c' Iccal 

'~ example of, t,tie late neo-classical s t y l e . 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the r o l e owners played i n local or state h i s t o r y 

and how the b u i l d i n g relates to the development of the community) 

The f i r s t known d i s t r i c t court i n Springfield was established i n 1823 at the 
corner of Main and Sanford Streets. I n 1874, the coxirt relocated t o the new 

' . Co\inty Courthouse on Elm Street, including the police court, which was pro­
vided fo r i n the City Charter of 1852. Judge James H. Morton f i r s t presided 
over the court, followed by Judge Gideon Wells. Prisoners were paraded from 
the old police b u i l d i n g (which stood next to the D i s t r i c t Court) i n f r o n t of 
the F i r s t Church of Christ and on i n t o the Courthouse. Public outcry that 
the prisoners should not be paraded past the church led t o relocation of the 
police court i n the police buildingi. 

By 1929, the Court had outgrown i t s quarters again, and plans for the present 
build i n g were i n i t i a t e d . Caseloads had already grown to 18,120 cases 
annually, so the new f a c i l i t y was designed to handle up to 100,000 cases per 
year. I t was designed by local architects Gardner & Gardner and constructed 
for $400,000. I t was b u i l t under the d i r e c t i o n of County Commission chairman 
John G. Maxfield, and Commissioners Charles W. Bray and Edward J. Stapleton. 
Judge Wallace R. Heady served as f i r s t judge i n the new bui l d i n g . The new 
courthouse handled a l l d i s t r i c t court business, both c i v i l and criminal, for 
the City of Springfield and for the surroxmding towns of West Spri n g f i e l d , 
Agawam, Longmeadow, East Longmeadow, Ludlow and Hampden. A basement passage-

• / way was b u i l t to connect the police building and courthouse for bringing 
women prisoners to court, and an overhead bridge nicknamed the "Bridge of 
Sighs" was used to bring male detainees to the court. 

' (Continued on next page) 
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Springfield Union and Springfield Repxiblican, December 21, 1930 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSA(3iUSETTS HISTORICAL CCKMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Corammity: Form No: 

S p r i n g f i e l d 114 

P r o p e r t y Name: S p r i n g f i e l d D i s t r i c t 

Indicate each item on inventory form v^iich is being continued below. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (Continued) 

The d i s t r i c t c o u r t was b u i l t o f s t e e l and cement w i t h l a v i s h marble i n t e r i o r s . 
The f i r s t f l o o r conta ined t h e c i v i l and c r i m i n a l cour t rooms, o f f i c e s , judges ' 
rooms, a l i b r a i r y , p r o b a t i o n q u a r t e r s and medica l o f f i c e s . The b u i l d i n g 
remained i n use as d i s t r i c t coiart u n t i l the 1970 ' s , when the new County 
Courthouse a t Court Square was completed. I t now serves as C i t y H a l l Annex. 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 



MATIOHAL R E G I S T E R O F H I S T O R I C P L A C E S EVALUATION / RETURN SHEET 

JnH*tf StatM D«p«rtmiwt at * 
•iatienal Put ••nrica 

Substantive Hevlsw. 

Springfield District Court (Downtown Springfield  
MRA) 
Hampden County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

Working M.^ yyAk^-^^^jO^ 
Fad. Rag. DaVa:^ 
Data Dum- /^7f7S^~ 

Action: ^ C t E PT. 
'. rosubmisslon -^griiRM /Ai-A^'^ 

nomination by psrson or local govsrnmsnt R E J E C T 
ownsr objsction Fsdsra l Agsncy: 
appsal A 

Substantiva Raviaw: j ^ s a m p l e raquest appeal NR decision 

Raviawar's commants: 

l\JuJyO \J.b.cl. 
Racom. /Cri tar ia 
Raviawar _ i i > Z Z j ^ S 
D i s c i p l i n a _ ^ 
Data 

aaa continuation sheet 

•Nomination raturnad for: _X\tect>nicai corrections cited beiow 
__8ub8tant ivs raasons discussed balow 

1. Name 

2 . L o c a t i o n 

3. C l a s s i f i c a t i o n 

4. O w n e r of Property 

5. L o c a t i o n of L e g a l Descr ip t ion 

6. R e p r e s e n t a t i o n in Ex is t ing S u r v e y s 

7. Descr ip t ion 

l | « k a 

summary psrsgrsph 
completeness 
ciarity 
alterations/integrity 
dates 
boundary selection 



6. S i g n i f i c a n c o 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
Clarity 
-applicable criteria 
justification of areas 

checlted 
relating significance to 

the resource 
context 
relationship of integrity 

to significance 
justification of exception 
other 

9 . Major B ib l iograph ica l R e f e r e n c e s 

X l O ' O e o g r a p h i c a l Data 
i pup i r t i . 

V a t M I 

11 . Form P r e p a r e d By 

12. S t a t e H is tor ic P r e s e r v a t i o n Off icer Cer t i f i ca t ion 
ml N * piBpli^l MMn •«• MM* Is: 

il mM>» loe»' 

I HIMBrtc ^^mm/rtmrnih OfMow m^^mibM% 

13. Other 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

r77)n<!y/,jy^ ^ Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Signed ^ / y i ^ / ^ J j J J A 4 ^ natP J L ^ ? ^ 7 y I f t ^ Phone: 202 272 - 3504 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 



NPS Fonn 10-900-I 
(7-81) 

United States Department of the Interior .1 i i i j u mJiui.i. UJ Jii-
National Park Service For NPS UM only 

National Register of Histor ic Places ^^^^ 
Inventory—Nomination Form dateentered 

Continuation sheet Item number Page "^^tA 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Downtown Spr ing f i e ld Mul t i p l e Resource Area 
State MA 

Nomination/Type of Review Date/Signature 

31. Hibernian Block ^ ^ p e v ^yAuA^u^^A^y^. 

Attest 
EntereJ In tHa \ y \ 

^2. Mcintosh Building National Eeglater pteeper /oA^-^-^^^^-^ V^^//^ > 

^33. 

Attest 
Entered I n tKa / ^ 

Attest 
Entere?f I n fEe 

^4, Haynes^Hotel Waters ilational Eegiatar. ^epev ZxAA^^-^T^^^y^yi^ 

Attest 

^5. Springfield District 5ui&taijillfl Res^^^ Keeper %luc. yU^ A J ^7^/^ 
Count / 

_ Attest 
Enteret I n 

^36. Walker Building National Register fiteeper ^yy7M-7o-^'''---'-^y^.L..<^ 

Attest 

Entered In tn» Uy.^ 1 A yp 
aited E lec t r i c Company National Eeglater 'pfeeper /^tc^.>-t^-.-.^/^^K<>t^ 
Bui lding 

Attest 

^S. Radding Bui ld ing Hat iona l^EeSter ^ e p e r . ^ X A - ^ - ^ - — 

Attest 

.^9. Springfield Fire & Marine ^^^^^^^^^^^^IWS 6 ^ e r .̂ .U-̂ U.,̂ -̂ .;;̂ ,̂ ^ 
Insurance Company 

Attest 
y 
•^0. Guenther & Handel's ^lock^^^^^^^^ ^^^^^^ Keeper 'A^^l-)^i'2U^A) ^ 

Attest 



Mm4 StatM 
: tional Paft S«rrte« 

A T I O N A L R E G I S T E R O F H I S T O R I C P L A C E S 

Subst&r.tivG Review 

Springfield District Court (Downtown Springfield MRA) 

Hampden County 

MASSACHUSETTS 

fiVALilATlON / RETURN SMc 

resubmission 
nomination by parson or local govarnmant 
ownar objaction 
appaal 

Substantiva Raviaw: . L . sampla raquast / . 

Working No. 
Fad. Rag. n'at^- ^' 7• S T 
Data Dua- yA/Ajry) 

Action: ^ ACCEPT /A^ 
RETURN 
R E J E C T 

Fadaral Agancy: 

appaai . NR decision 

Raviawar's commants: 

Racom. /Criteria . ^/<1/^^^' 
RavUwT /iyiu^yL'-^./ 

n . t« I h d / I l 

aaa continuation sheet 

•Nomination raturnad for: . technical corrections cited baiow 
.substantive raasons discussad balow 

1. Name 

2 . L o c a t i o n 

3 . C l a s s i f i c a t i o n 

4 . O w n e r of Proper ty 

5 . L o c a t i o n of L e g a l D e s c r i p t i o n 

6. R e p r e s e n t a t i o n in E x i s t i n g S u r v e y s 

7. D e s c r i p t i o n 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
clarity 
alterations integrity 



8. S i g n i f i c a n c a 

summary paragraph 
compla tanass 
c la r i t y 
-appl icable c r i t e r i a 
j us t i f i ca t i on of areas 

checiced 
relat ing signif icance to 

the resource 
context 
ra lat ionship of i n teg r i t y 

to s igni f icance 
j us t i f i ca t i on of except ion 
other 

9. Major B i b l i o g r a p h i c a l R e f e r e n c e s 

1 0 . O e o g r a p h i c a l D a t a 
>•« p i i l i r n . 

11 . F o r m P r e p a r e d B y 

1 2 . S t a t e H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n O f f i c e r C e r t i f i c a t i o n 

mm ml mm 
ml 

1 3 . O t h e r 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Quest ions concerning th is nominat ion may be directed to 

Signed Date Phone: 202 272 - 35C 
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