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1 r
Recorded by Margo Webber

Organization Anderson Notter FinegoldInc.

Date June, 1981

Assessor's Magp #306
UM Ref: 18/699170/4663580

Area Form no.

3000 114

“Town Springfield

-Address |leoo Ea&t Columbus Ave

Historic Name  Springfield District Court

Use: Original Police Court
Present Municipal offices
Ownership:! | Private individual

Private organization

Public City of Springfield

Original owner Hampden Comty

DESCRIPTION:

Date 1930

Source Springfield Union. 12714/

Style Neo-classical Revival

Architect E.C. s G.C. Gardner
Exterior wall fabric Limestone
Outbuildings — none

Major alterations (with dates) none

Moved Date

Approx. acreage less than 1 acre

Setting Urban context is somewha |ost by
new highway and interchange to west and
north; fronts on E. Colxanbus, directly

west of Municipal Gro\:f) andis con”atible
in design and materials.

Springfield South Quadrangle (Staple additional,*J»f"ets here)

r



CR TER A STATEMENT

Neo -
The Springfield District Court possesses integrity of 'rcation, setting, de-
sign /materi als, andworkmanship. Built t ohouse an expanding court, it represents

the growth of thecity i ntheearly twentieth century aswell as its important regional
civic role. Additionally, it i sawell conceived expression of theaustere |ater phase
of theclassical revival. It meets criteria AS Cof theNational Register of Historic
Pl aces.

ARCH TECTURAL SIGNIFI CANCE (describe important architectural features and
evaluate i nternms of other buildings within comrunity)
o\/, o e
The Springfield District Court ,is a fine exanple of Neo-Classical Revival arch-
itecture andis typical of much public architecture fromt he 1920-1930 period.
& e Thebuilding was designed t obe a conpatible neighbor t ot heMunicipal G oup,
and succeeds at this with itsbold scale andsimilar |imestone facing. The
handsorne facade i snine bays wide with aw de decorated frieze. The three
center bays areseti nantis behind twofull-height colums. Thedoors and
w ndows feature decorative spandrels andbrass trim It i sa well desi n?c Iccal
~ exanpl e of, titie late neo-classical style.

H STCRICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners played i nlocal or state history
and howt hebuilding relates t ot he devel opment of t he community)

The first known district court i nSpringfield was established i n1823 at t he
corner of Main and Sanford Streets. | Nn1874, t hecoxirt relocated t ot he new
Colinty Courthouse on El mStreet, including thepolice court, which was pro-
vided for i ntheCity Charter of 1852 Judge Janes H Morton first presided
over thecourt, followed by Judge G deon Wells. Prisoners were paraded from
the old police building (which stood next totheDistrict Court) i nfrontof
the First Church of Christ andoninto t he Courthouse. Public outcry that

the prisoners should not be paraded past thechurch led t orelocation of the
police court i nthepolice buildingi.

By 1929, t he Court had outgrown its quarters again, andplans for t hepresent
building were initiated. Caseloads had already grown t o 18, 120 cases
annually, sothenewfacility was designed t ohandle upt o 100,000 cases per
year. |t was designed by local architects Gardner & Gardner andconstructed
for $400,000. |t washuilt under thedirection of County Conmi ssion chairman
John G Maxfield, and Conmi ssioners Charles W Bray and Edward J. Stapleton.
Judge Wallace R Heady served as first judge i nthenewhbuilding. The new
courthouse handled al |l district court business, both civil andcrimnal,for
the City of Springfield andfor thesurroxmding towns of West Springfield,
Agawam Longneadow, East Longneadow, Ludl ow and Hanpden. A basenent passage-

e/ way was huilt t oconnect the police building andcourthouse for bringing
wonen prisoners t ocourt, andanoverhead bridge nicknamed t he "Bridgeof
Sighs" was used t obring nale detainees t ot he court.

(Continued on next page)

B BLI GR M"PHY and/ or REFERENCES

City Atlases
Springfield Union, Decenber 14, 1930
Springfield Union and Springfield Repxiblican, Decenber 21, 1930
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Corammity: Form Na:

MASSA@QUSETTS HISTORICAL CCKMISSON . . 114
Office of the Secretary, Boston Springfield
Property Name: Springfield District

Indicate each item on inventory form vtiich is being continued below.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (Continued)

The district court was built of steel and cement with lavish marble interiors.
The first floor contained the civil and criminal courtrooms, offices, judges'
rooms, a librairy, probation quarters and medical offices. The building
remained in use as district coiart until the 1970's, when the new County
Courthouse at Court Square was completed. 1t now serves as City Hall Annex.

Staple tolnventory form at bottom
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