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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Craighead-Jackson House is located on the southeast corner
of State Street and Hill Avenue directly across from the
Blount Mansion, a property already on the National Register.
Both houses are on narrow but heavily trafficked streets,

The present appearance of the Craighead-Jackson House is a
restoration. It is a simple two story brick structure in the
Federal style, There are two exterior end chimneys. The
operiifigs on the front facade are evenly spaced with twelve-
over-eight panes in the windows which are shuttered. Stone
lintels surmount the windows and the front entrance. The

The front entrance leads into a center hall with a staircase

Flanking the hall are two rooms

the depth of the house. The upper floor is arranged much the
same, although one room has been altered to accommodate ex-
hibition cases for the Toms Silver Collection.

\Q\Nbst of the woodwork, including four mantels and the stair-
way, are from two contemporary Knoxville houses which were
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Knoxville has lost most of its early structures. Two
exceptions are the Craighead-Jackson House, an 1818 brick
structure, and the Blount Mansion, a 1792 clapboard dwelling.
The houses are situated on the southeast and southwest
corners of the busy intersection of Hill Avenue and State
Street. Preservation of one will be aided by preservation
of the other in a city experiencing the changes brought
about by urban renewal and new highways.

John Craighead built the house in 1818, The Craighead
family owned the property until 1855, when it briefly
changed owership once prior to being purchased by

Dr. George Jackson whose family lived in the house until
the late 1870's. From this time until the 1950's, the
house had many owners.

It was both deteriorated and altered by 1957 when the Blount
Mansion Association interested the State of Tennessee and

the City of Knoxville in acquiring the property for restora-
tion. The Association was given title to the house on

August 28, 1962, and in April, 1966, it was opened as a museum

~"house.

The Craighead-Jackson House serves as a setting for the
superb furniture and silver collection of the late William
Perry Toms (1884-1965). Toms, a native Knoxvillian, was
a successful industrialist who was known also for his
civic and cultural philanthropies. His collection is dis- -
played in the Craighead-Jackson House t 'F?ﬁafharitable
1 X <'/ \
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Toms Foundation which he established il$;'




The Blount Mansion Association.
Mansion and the Craighead-Jackson House.

Brochure for the Blount

Demps?er, G. R. '"History in Houses: Craighead-Jackson House. "
Antiques, Vol. 98, pp. 110-14, July, 1970.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
level of significance of this nomination is:
[ State (] Local
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Name
Title Executive Director
Tennessee Historical
Commission

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.
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