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Town  Newton (Newton Centre)

Address 37A Honer Street

Historic Nane® Boston Edison Power Station
station

Use: Present power

Original sane

CESCR PTT QN

Date  190A-1913

Source water & building dept. records
Style Mannerist Classical Revival
Architect Bieelov & Wadsworth

Exterior Hall Fabric  stuccoed concrete
Qutbui I dings none

Myor Alterations (wth dates)

building expanded 1°10. 1913

Condi tion good

Moved Date

no

Acreege 31.125 sc.ft. c 7N

Setting residential A2 eqg: oppo’t e CtT

Hal | and backi ng up t o Newton
Cenetery

Recorded by Candace Jenkins/Susan .Abele
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MATIONAL REGISTER CRHERIA SIATBVENT (i f applicable)

The Bagon Edison Pover Sation possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materids,
workmanghip, feding and assoddion. It issgnificant for itsearly rolein the

introduction of eectricity to the city and for its assoaaions with the street railway
sysem. Its handsome ededtic desgn by the well-known firm of Bigdow & Wedsvarth
a0 mekes it an important piece o indudtrid architecture. The Powver Sition thus meds
criteriaA & C of the NRHP.

ARCHTECTURAL SOIIHCANCE Describe important architectural features ad evauate in terras of
other buildings within the conmunity.

The Badion Edison Powver Sation faces north on Homar Street toward the Newton Gity Hall
(NCG41); adjacent to the eadt is apaved municipa parking lot; trandformers are to the
eedt and south. The building originated in 1904 as aamdl hip roofed structure with
three ta/son each 9de. Due to dgpransans in sarvice, the building wes enlarged in 1910
and aganin 1913 Theresulting building is over four time the 9ze of the origind, but
remams faithful to the initial edectic desgn which draws on various facets of the dasscd
reviva syles as wel as other contemporary syles such as the Arts & Crafts. Overdl, the
architects goproach to the stricture may be dassfied as Mannerid ance it makes
unconventional use of dasscd dements

(s== continuation shest)

HSTORICAL SGNIHCANCE Explain the role ownes played in local or state history ad how the
building relates to the devdopment of the community.

When Newton's growing street rallway sydem baecame dectrified in 1666 power wes
provided by amdl locd dations Inthe neMtwo decedes damand for dectrica po\a
giew & the street rallway systems were enlarged and new uses for dectricd power
devdoped such as sreet and hame lighting, and dectrica housshadd gopliances (s
sdions 7 ad 6). By 1901, The Edison Eledtric IHluminating Company hed become the
mgor Sources of power in Bodon and by 1922 it sarvice aress reech ditiesand towns for
more than 600 square miles around Bogon. In Newton, the first section o the present
Edson trandfer dation at 364 Homa Strest was built in 1904, adjacent to an earlier
dreet railway powe house and carban. Part of Edison's eq'anding suburban savice it
wes desgned by the firm of Bigdow and Wedsworth, which was o regpongble for
Edison's Bagon Office Building, Power House and anumber o other sations congructed
in the early 20th century for the BEdison Hedtric [Hluminating Compery. Although built by
the Edson Compay, the dation gopears to have bean assodated with the Newton ad
Watertonn Ges and Light Gampary from aboout 1907 to 1909, but wes egain known as the
(s== continuaion shest)

iri9?3?" "SYefS* street. Annual Report of City Engineer - 1910, Atlases and
directories. Original photographs of the building at theldison Sation, Blograplncal

Dictionary of American Arcliltects, Withy. Boston Edison Company C*t& mlal 1d"6-19dd

8/85
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Indicate each item on inventory form v.7iict is being continued belois.

ARCHTECTURAL SGNIFCANCE (cont)

As it exids today, the Pover Sation is nearly soueare in plan and rises ane gtory to an
overhanging red tile hip roof with exposed rafters. It is condructed of suococoed conaete
with brick quains defining bays and cagt gone trim demants, the most prominent o
which is a coved commee with acanthus leaves enarching the building. The main Homer
Street facede (N) indudestwo dightly projecting end pavillions defined by brick quoins
and aoss-hip roofs flanking a narrower centrd section. Within thisrigidly symmetrical
franiework, detals vary in Iviannerig fashion. The canti"d bay contains awide bricked-
up opening with an daborate |eaf-molded surround mecorporating an eared architrave,
The left by, which gopears to incorporate the origind structure, contans an entry
framed by Manneris influenced haf-length pilagters carrying awindow ensamide in an
aedicular frame. In the right bay a”*rindovi tdces the place o the entry. The Sde
devaions E & V/) ae both divided intotwo lbays by acentrd brick quoin strip. On the
west, eech bay moorporates awide entry identicd tothat o the centrd facade bay,
flanked by smdl soquarewindows the doors have bean replaced by gationary panding
and the windows a'e louvered. On the eest, eadh bay contains a Manneris influenced
entry identicd tothat d the eedt bay o the facade they are d<0 flanked by amdl square
Windows Herg origind four-pane double-lesf doors reman as does the four pane
gazng of the windows.

HISTORCAL SGNIACANCE (cont)

Edson Saion by 1911. h Novamba 30, 1910, the adjacent Middesex Strest Rallway
power gation was discontinued and the BEdison Station, newly enlarged, took over the job
d providing power to the street ralway system. In 1913 the building wres agan
enlarged, bringing it to itspresent 9ze. The trandfer sation converted AC power to OC for
hghting and the street railways; today it is a distribution center for dectrica sarvice to
the city of Newton,

Staple tolnventory form at bottom
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