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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Forestdale Iron Furnace site is located east of the junction
of Furnace Road and Middle Road between the Neshobe River and

Vermont Route 73 at the east end of Forestdale Village in the
town of Brandon. The site boundaries are outlined on the sur-
veyor's map included with this submission.

The major part of the site is level. A steep ridge, traversed
by Vermont Route 73, forms the southern boundary. The site 1is
approached from the west by a path known as Roarding Ilousec Road
which runs from Furnace Road on the west to the Neshobe River
on the east. Several hundred feet from the west boundary and
standing beside the ridge is the ruin of the furnace stack, the
most prominent feature on the site.

The stack is approximately 60 feet high, 32 feet square at the
base and tapers toward the top. Its walls are constructed of
random coursed, random sized stone slabs. A round-headed arch-
way, framed by rough cut stone voussoirs, is located at ground
level in the center of the east, south and west elevations of
the stack. Each archway is approximately eight feet wide by
eight feet high and tapers inward to a depth of ten feet. The
archways end at the outer surface of the bosh. At the back of
cach archway a secondary arch, located within the bosh wall,
frames an 11 inch outside diameter iron pipe.- A diagonal 1ron
flue pipe protrudes obliquely from either side of each secondary
arch. Early photos indicate that the north archway was sllghtly
larger than the others. It is now partially caved in exp051nn

a large portion of the bosh, :

The bosh is circular in shape with a concave bottom and, 1like
the stack, tapers toward the top. The hosh is constructed of
refractory bricks. 1Its inside diameter at the bottom is approxi
mately ten feet. The interior of the bosh can be entered throug
the fallen north archway. Two rows of slotted iron tie bars
rise vertically along the exterior walls above each archway.
About 100 fect south of the furnace is the stone lined wheél pit
which originally housed a large iron overshot wheel. Water was
carried to the wheel from a dam upstream on the Neshobe River vi
a wood penstock and left the whecl pit via a subterranean tail
race to re-enter the river downstream. _The wheel was scrapped
around the time of the first world war.

A stone retaining wall an average of four feet in height and
parallel with the south elevation of the stack extends 70 feet
to the west and 50 feet to the east of the furnace stack eight
feet from the stack along the base of the ridge. Approximately
30 feet up the ridge, parallel to the lower wall, is a second
stone wall. This second wall was probably an abutment for the
bridgeway which provided access to the orifice of the bosh.

(continued on continuation sheet)
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The area around the furnace stack is litteéred with stones, probabl
from the foundations of buildings and machinery which once en-
circled the stack. Several other stone foundations are clearly
visible on the site.

1. The Vermonter, Vol. 23, No. 6, 1918, p. 158.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Forestdale Iron Furnace site is a major industrial archeo-
logical resource which is likely to yield a substantial body of
information on Vermont's early 19th century iron industry. The
site was in almost continuous operation from 1810-1855. The

man credited with building the works in 1810 was John Smith of
Leicester.l The property passed through a variety of owners and

was 1as§ known as the Green ilountain Iron Company during the
1850's.

The site correlates in iron smelting and hydraulic technology
with a number of other late 18th and carly 19th century furnaces
in Vermont and the northeastern UInited States. he Forestdale
works utilized nearby beds of brown hematite ore and used
locally made charcoal to produce iron. ilost of the iron went
into the production of stoves, implements and hardware.”

Transportation costs, low output, and competition with more ad-
vanced iron founding operations such as the Burden Iron Works
and others in Troy, Hew York were the principle factors respon-
sible for the disappearance of Vermont's iron producing industry
in the second half of the 19th century. Attempts were made to
upgrade the obsolete Forestdale facilities. The furnace was
cnlarged in 1854 and blown with anthracite coal but without
success. The site was abandoned in 1855.%

The site was donated to the State of Vermont by Welland S. lorn
of Forestdale in 1974. The state plans to carry out excavation,
information retrieval, stabilization and interpretation of the

Forestdale Iron Furnace as part of the overall development of a
park on the furnace property.
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1. A listory of Brandon, Vermont 1761-1961, Published by
the Town of Brandon, 1961, pp. 47-50.

2. J. P. Lesley, The Iron Manufacturers Guide to the Fur-
naces and Rolling {ills, Forges and Steel Works of New England

in 18606, American Iron and Steel Institute, 1867, pp. 215-219.
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