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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This cobblestone house was built in 1851. A two story block stands to
the right of a -one-story wing. There is an inset porch. The walls of the
entire house are of cobblestone facing of various sizes and colors. The
cobblestones on the left side and the end wall of the wing are somewhat
larger than the average, and the largest cobblestones of all are on the
rear wall. The house faces the highway, toward the east. The corner quoins
of the Loomis house are squared gray limestone blocks which have been left
rather rough and are set almost flush against the plane of the cobblestone
walls. Four square Doric columns, two of them engaged, support the porch.
The low-pitched, gabled roof with its returned eaves and simple cornice
suggests the Greek Revival style, but the overall effect is that of a
simple, well-built dwelling without grand pretensions. The Loomis house is
now in need of some minor repairs, for instance in the area of the porch,
but it remains basically sound.

338

SNOILO3NY1LSNI



INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

[ Pre-Columbian| ] 16th Century [J 18th Century ] 20th Century
[ 15th Century [ 17th Century X 19th Century
SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) 1851

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
] Urban Planning

Abor iginal [J Education [ Political
3 Prehistoric [] Engineering [ Religion/Phi- ] Other (Specity)
[) Historic [ Industry losophy :

] Agriculture [] invention ] Science

K1 Architecture [ Londscape [ Sculpture

O Art Architecture [J Social/Human-

[ Commerce [ Literature itarian

[J Communications [ Military [} Theater

[} Conservation [0 Music [0 Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Loomis house was built in 1851 by Horace Loomis, a farmer from
Vermont who had emigrated to Wisconsin via New York State. (Both of
Loomis' sons, Francis and Charles, had been born in New York State.)
The Loomis house is a fine example of the cobblestone architecture im-
ported into Wisconsin mostly by settlers who, like the Loomises, came
either from New England or New York. The beauty of the Loomis house
comes from the fairly small oval stones used. These are set out rather
prominently and create a strong texture. Richard W.E. Perrin calls the
Loomis house "a cobblestone classic.”

Lcensus records for Walworth County, 1860.

2Richard W.E. Perrin, The Architecture of Wisconsin, p. 55.
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Federal Census, 1860, Walworth County, Wisconsin, Vol. 1, pp. 358-9.

Schmidt, Carl F. Cobblestone Architecture. Scottsville, New York,
1966.
Perrin, Richard W.E. The Architecture of Wisconsin. Madison: State

Historical Society of Wisconsin, 1967.
Perrin, Richard W.E. Historic Wisconsin Buildings. Milwaukee: 1962.
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