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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The church is currently in ruins and has been
since 1902, when it was destroyed by an earthquake.
The ruins of the church are sixty feet by thirty-five
feet with an additional room at the rear of twenty-
four feet by seventeen feet. The walls and buttresses
of manposteria are six feet thick and in places reach
thirteen feet high. In the rear, by the sanctuary,
two columns of manposteria are evident.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The ruins of San Dionisio Church in Umatac are all
that remainsof a complex of buildings that once served
as the capital of Guam under Spanish rule during the
1600's. At one time a Casa Real or Governor's House plus
Fort Nuestra Senora del Carmen which was nothing more
than a battery of cannon, also existed in the vicinity.

The remains of San Dionisio Church are what is left
of the Church that was constructed in 1862 and destroyed
in 1902 by an earthquake. This 1862 church possibly
incorporated fragments of an earlier chureh built in 1693
and destroyed in 1849 by an earthquake. Quite possibly
an earlier church was constructed on the site in 1680
and was destroyed in 1693 by a typhoon and tidal wave.
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