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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Lodge Alley and itsenvirens are within the most ancient confines of
Charleston, an area well inside of the town's old walls. (see Edward
Crisp Map of 1704.) Located in a section where the French Huguenots
once lived and worked, Lodge Alley was a thruway for merchants working
at the docks on East Bay Street.

One of the oldest streets in Charleston, Lodge Alley is a visual example
of Charleston's 01d World ties, exemplifying the definition of an alley
as a city street but not a main thoroughfare. Such alleys, narrow and
without walkways and usually with the drain running down the middle,
were usual in European cities. The paving of Lodge Alley, formed of
small, regularly shaped granite blocks of uniform size, observes this
pattern - two horizontal rows with a course of "Belgian Block" laid
vertically down the middle. Just so were alleys placed in old English
towns, Tike York, and many towns in: Normandy. :..- e

The ten-foot width of Lodge Alley compares favorably with many of Charles-
ton's principal streets of the early 18th Century, now impossibly narrow
by modern standards. For example, the Petrie survey made for .the Phoenix
Fire Company in the 1700s showed that Tradd was only thirty feet at its
widest; E11iot, an even busier street, narrowed for twenty-nine feet at
East Bay to eighteen feet three inches farther west; Stoll's Alley was
only five feet wide at Church Street, widening to about eight feet
farther on; Bedon's Alley was nineteen feet. The ten-foot width and

the construction of Lodge Alley make it typical of early 18th Century
Charleston and thus important in itself as an area to be preserved.

Lodge Alley also illustrates Charleston's distinction as one of the cradle
of Freemasonry in America. The alley takes its name from the Masonic Lodge
situated on its course about midway from East Bay Street. This site was

acquired as early as 1773, making it one of the oldest Masonic Lodges in
the country.

It was in Lodge Alley that Charlestonians openly defied the British
government in the early days before the Revolutionary War. On November 7,
1774 as a means of protesting the harsh treatment shown to Boston, Charles
ton's Liberty Boys met in the Masonic Lodge-Room in Lodge Alley and
constructed a "rolling stage" or parade float. - Upon it effigies of the
Pope, the Devil, Lord North, and Governor Thomas Hutchinson of Massachuset

ts

(see continua

tion)
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CONDITION

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Lodge Alley is located in an area of the old walled city of Charleston
where the French Huguenots once had warehouses and dwellings. Early
Charleston merchants used the warehouses for their ships at the docks

off of East Bay Street. The earliest known plat of Lodge Alley is the
Roberts and Toms map of 1739 in which the alley is named Simmons.
Originally being very close to Charleston's wharves, Lodge Alley
developed an 18th Century industrial seaport character expressed in
tayerns, stores, warehouses, carriage houses, stables, lodges, and

corner dwellings, Although fires, earthquakes, hurricanes, and tornadoes
claimed or damaged many of the Alley's buildings through the years,

they were apparently rebuilt again and again -~ sometimes on the old
foundations. A plat of 1857 shows buildings and a "ten pin alley" in Lodge
Alley after the fires of 1796 and 1810 which destroyed many buildings
in this area. T u

Today Lodge Alley still has a seaport look. Brick warehouses of Flemish
and American bond bound each side of the ten-foot wide passage, The
alley is paved in "Belgian blocks" ~ a local term for a brick shaped
block of granite. A triple course of these blocks is perpendicular to
and separates the two major courses which extend through the alley.
This alley was created by adjacent land owners to allow them access from
their homes on State Street to their ships and docks one block away on
East Bay Street. It takes its name from the Marine Lodge of Freemasons
that was first established in the Alley in 1773 {RMC H4-311-323) and
(RMC-H7-232) and (RMC Y6-127 plat). Restoration could give back to the:
alley much of its former energy and dife, .- « i+ . <0 ~i7 ¢ v
Selected architectural descriptions of the area follow: (see enclosed plat)
#46 Vigilant Fire House:built ca. 1850 (RMC F 12-312), incorporated
in 1793 ~- ane of many volunteer fire companies that operated in
Charleston during the first half of the 1800s,
A cem ey
#1 Lodge Alley:(see pictures) Flemish bond warehouse built by Alexander
Calder ca. 1820s or 1830s (RMC G10-149)

#187 and #189: #187 is "Mrs. Cordes' House" -- the wall of which is
situated on the Northwest corner of Lodge Alley. Wall has arches and
is of Flemish Bond. These two houses have a common wall and date
ca. 1810. (RMC M9-363-365)

#2 Lodge Alley: Probably rebuilt stables of the Cordes and Porcher
families who 1ived on East Bay Street. (al791 plat, RMC 116--525)
There are arches in the warehouse complex looking west.

#48: ca. 1840 (RMC Y10-241)

#199, 201, 203, also buildings on Cumberland Street (south side),

the corner of: Cumberland and State, and #52 State Street ca. 1851,

(RMC ‘T 12-353). These properties are described in a public notice of
(see continuation sheet)
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1854,

Fraser, Charles. Reminiscences of Charleston. Charleston: John Russell,

Johnson, Joseph. Tradttions and Reminiscences of the American Revolution.

McCrady, Edward.
and Cogswell,

1901

Charleston: Walker and James, 1851,
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(see

"Sketch of St. Philips," Charleston: Walker, Evans,
(pamph]et)
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Charleston's French Quarter District - (Lodge Alley)

7 .Description: (cont.)

an equity sale of the large tract bounding State, Cumberland, and East
Bay Streets, 4in the Charleston Courier of April 7, 1852.

Lodge Alley was within the old city walls, yet now it stands at the
very edge of "01d and Historic Charleston." For this reason commercial
and residential development presently endangers the alley as well as
the edge of this historic district. *
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8. Significance (Charleston's French Quarter District - Lodge Alley)

were displayed. The appearance of the float marked the end of a three-day
period in which Charleston's Tea Party occurred. Although not as

heralded as Boston's, Charleston's Tea Party was equally important

as a symbol of defiance to British oppression.

As part of the old walled city of Charleston, Lodge Alley and the French
Quarter District are in an area which reflects not only three centuries

of South Carolina history, but also three centuries that were important to
the course of American history. When George Washington toured the
southern states in 1791, he was met by the Intendant of Charleston on
Queen Street one block from Lodge Alley. Near the present corner of
Cumberland and Lingard (also one block from Lodge Alley) stood Charleston’s
oldest military barracks, built c¢. 1768. Visible from Lodge Alley is St.
Philip's, dating from 1712, sometimes referred to as the South's
Westminister Abbey because of the number of famous people buried in. the
churchyard.  Among these is John C. Calhoun. Within two blocks of Lodge
Alley is the Huguenot Church, one of the earliest Victorian Gothic
buildings in America. It stands on the original lot granted the
congregation that arrived in Charleston in 1680.

In March, 1973,properties inventoried as part of an architectural survey of
Charleston, South Carolina,were evaluated by a committee composed of Dr.
WiTliam Murtagh , Keeper of the National Register of Historic Places;
Professor Bernard Lemann, Tulane University School of Architecture; and
Carl Feiss and Russell Wright, consultants to the city. Properties
considered to possess architectural or visual significance were rated.
Among these were structures in Charleston's French Quarter. (See plat
for identification.) These ratings for this area are as follows:

East Bay Street: #191, 2- rating (Excellent. "High style regional
architecture-fine "“Charleston style"-well designed and proportioned...
rare... Of irreplacable importance to be preserved in situ at all
costs." The minus indicates that adverse changes to the fabric of the
building have taken place.)

East Bay Street: #185,#189, 3 rating; State Street: #42, 3 rating
(Significant. "Good architectural quality. Vernacular...To be retained..

State Street: #44, 3- MY T
\.IO /\4\
4 \//\.
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Charleston settled 1670. Approximate location of Old City Wall as Shown on Crisp's Map of 1704, Copyright 1957. M. 8. Wiison.
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