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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION - '"̂  
294 Washington Street, Boston, MA. 02108 

Photo (3x3" or 3x5") 
Staple to left side of form 

Photo nvs^erMAs /- YIA!3AY/SA(:^A? 

Town F a l l River, Mass. 

Name of area ( i f any) Pilgrim Mills 

847 Pleasant Street 

General date or period 1911 

Sketch map. Draw a general map of the area indicating properties vdthin i t . 
Ntmiber each property for which individual inventory forms have been completed. 
Label streets (including route numbers, i f any) and indicate north. (Attach a 
separate sheet i f space here is not sufficient) 
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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE of area. (Describe physical setting, general character, 
and architecturally significant structures). 

The Pilgrim M i l l of 1911 i s a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t as one of the l a s t m i l l ,̂  
. complexes to be b u i l t i n F a l l River and as the c i t y ' s best example of 20th century ̂ '  

brick m i l l architecture. Located on the northern bank of the Quequechan, the plant  
includes a 3-story spinning m i l l w ith a low-pitched roof and wide proportions  
(315' X 132') following the "English Plan." The adjacent weave shed adds about  

: 285 feet to the length f o r a t o t a l of nearly 600 fe e t , making the Pilgrim one of '--A" '  
the longest m i l l s i n F a l l River. The weave shed was raised from 2 to 3 stories  
i n 1955 and i s the only part of the complex which does not have i t s o r i g i n a l  
wooden bracketed cqrnice. Having the weave shed d i r e c t l y attached and connecting  

• to the spinning m i l l f a c i l i t a t e d the flow of material and was a r e l a t i v e l y unique  
arrangement among the c i t y ' s m i l l s . The other major buildings also date from 1911 '  
and include the 2-story picker house (now an o f f i c e ) , 3-story detached storehouse,  
a b o i l e r house and pump house. The contractor f o r the complex was Beattie and  
Cornell. Because the Pilgrim complex was largely b u i l t w i t h i n the same year and (CONTINUE 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE of area. (Explain development of area, what caused i t , 
and how i t affected community; be specific). 

'Incorporated i n 1910, the Pilgrim M i l l s was among the six l a s t major t e x t i l e companies 
to be formed i n F a l l River. Capitalized at $1,050,000, the company produced fi n e 
goods and the plant had a capacity of 53,568 spindles. A unique feature concerning 
the formation of the Pilgrim M i l l s was that i t was financed and organized by the 
Draper Corporation (Hopedale, Mass.), manufacturers of the Northrop loom. The 
Pilgrim M i l l s was the f i r s t f i n e goods m i l l i n F a l l River to use a s i g n i f i c a n t 
number of Northrop automatic looms (1,178), considered to be the l a t e s t technological 
advancement i n t e x t i l e machinery, whose use lowered production costs considerably. 
Officers i n 1913 included Wm. C. Hayes, president^ and Arthur C. Homer, secretary and 
treasurer. The Pilgrim closed i n 1941 and i n the 1950's became the Louis Hand 
curtain manufactory, a use which continues today. •. ' : . 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES : "^.. .. .y'^ .yy, " 
P h i l l i p s ' History of F a l l River, Fascicle I I , p. 132 -
1920 Corporate M i l l y a r d Plans '/ ' 
Bennett's Go-operative Handbook of the Textil e Industry (19193) 
The cotton T e x t i l e Industry of F a l l River, Mass., A Study of Localization. 
Thomas Russell Smith, 1944, p. 120-121. 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSEITS HISTORICAL COMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Bostoa 

Community: Form No: 

F a l l River, Mass. K-4-6/7 

Property Name: Pilgrim M i l l s 

Indicate each item on inventor)^ foim which is being continued below. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (Continuation) ' ' ' " ' ' - " 

i s a l l brick except f o r a rear storage shed, i t has a cohesiveness which i s reinforced 
by the use of segmental brick r e l i e v i n g arches and arched sash f o r a l i windows through­
out the complex regardless of t h e i r overall size. Among the notable d e t a i l s are the 
s l i g h t l y curved corners of the brick piers and the decorative i r o n brackets supported 
metal door hoods over several entrances. The complex also has what i s probably the 
only t i l e m i l l chimney i n the c i t y . I t remains v i r t u a l l y i n t a c t and i s enhanced 
by some landscaping of the f r o n t parking l o t . 

As one of the last m i l l complexes to be built and as the city's best exanple of 
20th century brick mill architecture, the Pilgrim Mills conplex meets Criteria 
A and C of the National Register individually. 
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EVALUATION / RETURN S H E E T 

Pilgrim Mills (Fall River MRA) 
Bristol County 
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"8, Significance 
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summary paragraph 
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