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AHTEOUR. SAONH GANE of area. (Describe physical setting, general character,
and architecturally significant structures).

The PilgrimMill of 1911 i sarchitecturally significant as one of thelast mill n
conplexes t obe built i nFall River and as thecity's best exanple of 20th century
brick m Il architecture. Located on thenorthern bank of t he Quequechan, t hepl ant
includes a 3-story spinning mll with a low-pitched roof and w de proportions
(315" X 132") followingthe"English Plan." The adjacent weave shed adds about

: 285 feet tothelength for atotal of nearly 600 feet, making t hePilgri mone of “A"'
the longest mlls inFall River. The weave shed was raised from 2 to 3 stories
in 1955 and i stheonly part of t heconplex which does not have it s original

wooden bracketed cqrnice. Having theweave shed directly attached and connecting

e tothespinning mll facilitated theflow of material and was a relatively unique
arrangement anong t hecity's mlls. The other major buildings also date from 1911
and include the 2-story picker house (nowan office), 3-story detached storehouse,
a boiler house and punp house. The contractor for t heconplex was Beattie and

Cornell. Because thePilgrimconplex was largely built within the same year and (GONTI NJE

HSIGRCL SGNHCANE of area. (Explain devel opnent of area, whet caused it,
and howi t affected conmunity; be specific).

"Incorporated i n1910, thePilgrimMlls was among t hesix last major textile conpanies
to be formed i nFall River. Capitalized at $1, 050,000, the conpany produced fine
goods and t heplant had a capacity of 53,568 spindles. A unique feature concerning
the formation of thePilgrimMills was that i twas financed and organized byt he
Draper Corporation (Hopedale, Mass.), manufacturers of theNorthrop |oom The
PilgrimMills was thefirst fine goods mill inFall River touse a significant
nunber of Northrop automatic looms (1,178), considered tobe thelatest technological
advancenent i ntextile machinery, whose use | owered production costs considerably.
Officers i n1913 included Wm C Hayes, president® and Arthur C Homer, secretary and
treasurer. The Pilgrimclosed i n1941 and i nt he 1950's becane t helouis Hand

curtain manufactory, a use which continues today. . '
Bl BLI OGRAPHY and/ or REFERENCES S P VAT
Phillips' History of Fall River, Fascicle II, p. 132 -

1920 Corporate Millyard Pl ans '/ '

Bennett's Go-operative Handbook of theTextile Industry (19193)
The cotton Textile Industry of Fall River, Mass., A Study of Localization.
Thonmas Russell Smith, 1944, p. 120-121.
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Fall River, Mass. K-4-6/7

Property Nee  pijgrim Mills
Indicate each item on inventor) foim which is being continued bedow.

ARCH TECTURAL SI GNl FI CANCE (Continuation) ' ' " oo

is al lbrick except for arear storage shed, i t has a cohesiveness which is reinforced
by the use of segmental brick relieving arches andarched sash for ali wi ndows through-
out the conplex regardless of their overall size. Among the notable details arethe
slightly curved corners of the brick piers andthe decorative iron brackets supported
metal door hoods over several entrances. The conplex also haswhat i s probablythe
only tile m Il chimmey inthe city. | tremins virtually intact andi s enhanced

by sone |andscaping of the front parkingl ot .
As one of the last mll conplexes to bebuilt and asthe city's best exanple of

20th century brick mill architecture, the Pilgrim M[ls conplex neets Criteria
Aand Cof the National Register individually.
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