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Moved Q Original Site
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Sitting high above Luiapkin Street on the campus of the 
versity of Georgia is? a house, complete with ©ut-buildings, 
now knom as the Garden Club of Georgia Museum - Headquarters 
Hous«*. Original^ constructed in 1857 as a home for university 
professors, the house is now leased by the G&rden Club of 
Georgia from the ISdversity and was dedicated a,s Its State 

, Headquarters in 1963* Subsequently^ the Garden Club of Georgia 
restored the main house, furnished it with period furnishings, 
and now operates it as a house museum open to the public witfe- 
out charge*] Initial construction in 1857 included the house, 
a kitchen building, ani a smokehouse* As originally construct­ 
ed, the Souse consisted of two stories^ with two rooms and a 
central! hall on each floor* Soon after, a 20 by **0 foot room 
ii&& a4€ed toi the rear at the end of the hall* Later additions 
deluded tw©3 sjaetir ©ne-stor|p;j^Lnj;s, one of clapboard and one of 
brie& ©n the sides of the maiir structure*! ¥itti exception of 
the one clapboard wing, all other construction is erf ret brid* 
The main house, kitchen building, and smokehouse enclose a 
space which has been developed as a courtyard as a part of the 
tWior and one*-half acre Founderrs MemoriaOl Garden developed as a 
lining memorial- to the twelve founders of the first garden club 
in America. (The ladies1 G&rden Club, founded in Athens in 1891, 
was America 1 s first garden club*) The garden Is actually a 
series of gardens including a formal! bozwoo^l garden^ a graveH 
terrace garden, a sunken formal garden enclosed with a serpen­ 
tine wall, and several informal gardens as a display of plant 
materials of Georgia's Piedmont Area* As a part of the garden 
development, there is a belglaii bl&ck court §t the entrance of 
the main house* 
Exteriors* (l)Maln House - a low-pitched gable roof with a
simple cornice crowns the major two-story portion of this: red 
brick structure* An interior chimney^ punctuates the roof at the 
twoo gable ends of the housed fhe one-story addition: at the 
reair has a, chimney at the end* All windows are shuttered, and 
are tweHve^over*-twelve* The simplicity of the front facade is 
relieved by a on^-story gabled porcm ^itah is ornamented with 
cast-iron columns and a ballustrade with t«ln staircases which 
sweep out from both sides of the porch* The trabeated doormy 
opening features the typical Greek Revival treatment with side**! 
lights and those above the door* (2)Gut-buildings. The kitchen I 
and smokehouse buildings are of red brick with low-pitched gablfk 
roofs* The kitchen building has two doorways leading into two 
inter>-connet5ting ro^ms* Interior chimneys are located at the 
gable ends of the roof* Windows are six-over-six* The smoke­ 
house has a door opening onto) the courtyard and on the rear 
facade, a bay window of later addition* 
Interiors! (1) Main House* The entrance hallway features a 
simple, yet beautiful, stairway to the upper floor* A sitting 
room and dining room are located on either side of the hall* 
The rear of the hall features a doorway^ matching the main en­ 
trance and complete with sidelights and those a&raraL which 
_________________________ (COOT*)
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7. PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

opens into the 20 by 40 foot ballroom. Two windows are located on the sides 
of the room with the fireplace as focal point at the far end. The small 
upstairs balcony-like hall provides access to two bedrooms, each with a 
fireplace. All floors are heart pine. (2) Kitchen building. This building 
is divided into two rooms, each with its own fireplace and simple mantle. 
Due to the large opening, the kitchen room is easily identified. The second 
room was used as a summer dining room. Brick floors and stark white plaster 
over brick walls symbolize the utilitarian nature of this structure. 
(3) Smokehouse. The smokehouse has been converted from its original use to 
that of a memorial to the founders of the first garden club. This small 
one room structure has brick floors and white plastered walls. A bay window 
with window seat below has been added for light and provides a view of the 
formal box garden.

GPO 901.082
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STATEMENJ^OF SIGNIFICAI:
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•J J O F SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.) '

When the tfniTesrsli^toilt this house in 18J7 
pro.fesaflg.Sy it^was expected that teachers wo_ul|_ 
to monitor studenT "activity amd apply diicipljto 
Special inducements were offered professors to board 
in this hous0| thereby assuring the maximum direction of the; 
student's activities* With the de^elopmmt of the University, 
taes® policies changed, as did the use of this buildings 
Through the years, the house was used for IE dining hall* 
and classrooms* Later, it was se^etej^^rj^^bPJi® b-MESS Mary 
L$rnd<mr the-first Dean of WomeE oT"1;Eetfolversi-fcy 
were granted admittance to thee University. After Mss Lyndon*s 
(feath. the structure i%s used as the ejiaiter; hous® of Phi Mu 
Sorority, the first sorority established at the Ehiversity. 
and, in turn, became the location of the Department of Land­ 
scape Architecture. In 1939, Dr. Hubert B* Owens, then feid 
of the Bept. of Landscape Architecture, suggested the develop­ 
ment of the Founder's Memorial Garden as a cooperative projeet 
bettfeeai the Garden Glub of G'eorgia and the University in honor 
of the founders of the first garden club* When the Dept» of 
Landscape Architecture moved from the house in Ii9!?6. the Stu­ 
dent Placement Office occupied the structure* Needing a state 
headquarters^ the Garden Club of Georgian obtained the USB of 
the kitchen building and restored it for that use in 1959. 
Soon, the Garden Club was able to acquire use of the main house 
in 1961 and selected Mr. Edward Wade of Augusta as restoration 
architect. Dedicated in 1963, the house is now decorated and 
furnished with choice antiques which reflect the period of the; 
structure. Founder's Memorial. Garden, developed 1939-19^, 
together with the Garden Club of Georgia Museum-He^dqtiarteir's. 
House, is now recognized nationally and international^, not 
only as a memorial to the birth of the garden club movement, 
but to the culture which made that birth possible*

The garden, the house, and outbuildings are all adjacent to Old North 
Campus and together constitute part of the historic fabric of the college cam­ 
pus. Each day hundreds of students pass through this complex and thus receive 
a glimpse of an orderly environment with continuity from the earliest days oi 
the college. Thus in a symbolic sense the house and its grounds do "monitor 
student activity and apply discipline as needed."

William R. Mitchell, Jr.
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DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY

CORNER LAThTUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds

NW 33° 57- 19" §3° 22- 35" 
NE 33° 57' 19" 83° 22-31" 
** 33° 57' 13" 83° 22' 31" 
sw 33* 57- 13- 83* 22- 35"
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ORGANIZATION DATE

Athens -Clarke Heritage Foundation June
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tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

!in the National Register and certify that it has been 
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j 2, 1971
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13
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

i jlx / ^L /A/V) I J A
Chief, Office of Archeology and HistoricPrBservation 

Date y 2j& 77 ^
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Lumpkin Street, University of Georgia
CITY OR TOWN:

Athens
STATE:

Georgia
CODE
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SOURCE:

Athens-Clarke County Planning Commission
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SCALE: 1" = 200

DATE: 1971

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

1. Property broundaries where required.

2. North arrow.

3. Latitude and longitude reference.
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