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The attached property, the Morrison Plantation Smokehouse, in 
Hot Springs County, Arkansas, reference number 77000254, was 
listed in the National Register of Historic Places by the Keeper 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND DHJGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE-

':·he Harrison Plantation Smokehouse \'las constructed ca. 1854 as part of a 
~:;ince razed plantation compl~x. The building plan is a perfect hexagon • 

. ·..:ne exterior bearing walls {there are no interior partitions) are of 
native stone randomly .laid·. The eight-planed hip roof is capped by c:. · 
gablet louvered on two elevations (north and south) to form a smoke 
exhaust. 

The roof framing sy~tem is supported by b-10 large wood beams springing 
froin the stone wall at the eave height. These beams are at a right angle 
t .o the ridge line of the gablet.. From .lower on the walls and at a · right angle 
to the supporting beams are an identic~! set of beams evidently for hanging 
foodstuffs :_ t .o smoke. 

The only entrance is by a low (five feet ten inches) but \-lide (four feet six 
in-:::hes) door on the we~t elevation. The . door is made of a double t .hic.:kness 
of diagonal wood plan.lt,s with_ a peripheral wood frame~ 

The smokehouse has suffered few alterations through the"years. The original 
\mod shingled roof has been replaced by galvanized, corrugated sheet iron · 
a nd a ccncrete floor has been pou:r·ed over the original one of pa·cked rlirt. 

The old smo~-<ehouse stands J10W to the rear of a later d\-1elling;- · its unusual 
pl~~! shape and silhouette form a sharp contrast ~ith the simpler,more 
modern of the house. 
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The Morrison Plantation Smokehouse is the last structure surviving from 
a large, r.mte-bellum plantation complex developed by Daniel Morrison, 
Built ca. 1854, the hexagonal-shaped, rock smokehouse is also art important 
example of plantation architecture. 

( 

Daniel Harrison, a native of Georgia, acquired huge.secti.ons, amounting 
·to over 60,000 acres, of the south-central Arkansas wilderness :i.n the 
rnid-19th century. Morrison was a slave owner and used black labor to 
clear a 300 acre .tract on Water Nellon Island, at that time a large land 
rr.ass surrounded by the OUachita .River and a tributary slough. On this 
estate Morrison superviGed slaves in the construction of a frame, four­
room, central hall, Greek Revival dwelling and seve~al other buildings, 
:i.ncl•lding a group of slave cabi:ns along the nearby Hili tary Road, a 
smaLl, oxen-powered cotton gin, and a sturdy,rock srnokehr:>use. Since 
1945 the smokehouse has been the only tangible reminder of the early 
existence of the plantation. 

( 

The smokehouse is formed of randomly laid field stones capped by a modern 
corrugated iron roof. Only one aperture, a doorway located on the west 
ele•1ation, breaks the surface o.f the building's exterior v1alls. 'I'he door 
is diagonally set wood planks, and the original hinges are still in place. 
There are no · partitions on the inside of the building. Three 
tiers of beams, used fo;- hanging meat, date from the original construction 
of the smokehouse, but the original packed dirt floor has been covered 
with poured concrete. 

The present setting of the smokehouse retains a couple of characteristics 
reminiscent of its original environment. The surrounding country is 
still far~ land and the ~litary road, no~ a paved highway, still runs 
to the west of the building. However, tl-1e road is no longer a major 
thoroughfare to the ~outhwest, as it was in the 19th century. New buildings 
including a farm house, wash house and chicken·house have replaced the 
earlier plantation structures on the lot occupied by the smokehouse. 

The Morrison Plantation Smokehouse pnNides a small glimpse c f 19th century 
plantation life. The eight~ided rwck buildinSJ is an unusual architectural 
survival from pre-Civil \'Tar Arkansas; and built by slaves, the structure 
represents one facet of the by-gone, feuda~like, self-sufficiency of the 
antebellun south. 
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DESf.RIBE THE PRESENT ii.ND D HIGiNAL !IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

T!'le ~lorrison Plantation Stx>keho•Jse vas constructed ca. 1854 as part of a 
since razed plantation ~plex. Tne buildinq plan is a perfect ~exagon. 
The exte~ior bearing walls (there are no in terior partitions) ar~--­
native sto~e rand~ly laid. The eight-planed hip roof is capped by a 
ga!:>let louvereri on t~o,'O el~vations (no.c.t.h and south) to form a smoke 
exhaus t. 

~~- .tr:,....,d 

~~e roof framing system is ~Jpported by two large wood beams springing 
fr~ the stone wall at the eave height. These beams are at a right angle 

;IJJ-

to t..'le ridge line of the gablet. · Fro::n lower on the walls and at a r ight angle 
to ~~~ ~upporting beams ere an i~entical set of beams evidently for hanging 
foodstuffs to swoke. 

The ci;lly ~ntrimce. is by a lo-.r (five feet ten inches) but wide (four fee t six 
inches·) _d;x>r. ·on t he west elevation. The door is made of a double thickness 
o! diag:ena.L: 'wooa planks with a peripheral wood frame . 

"r:-,e srokehouse has suffered few alterations th.;·o·Jgh Lhe ye<>.rS. The original 
wooe shingled roof has been replaced by galvanized , corrugated sheet iron 
a;d a concrete floor h~s been poured over the ori?inal one of p3cked dirt . 

The oid smokehouse stands no~ to the r ear of a later d~elling~ its unusua l 
plan shape an~ silhcuette f orm a sharp contrast with th~ sinpler,~re 
r.odern of the house. 
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Th~ Morr ioon Plantation Srnoker~use is the last structure survi~~ 
a large, ante-bellum plantation c~~lex de~eloped by Daniel ~br 

Built ca. 1854 , the hexaqo!'lal-sha~~ , rock 5'00keho'..lie is also &, 

example of plantation architecture. \ 
C.r.-/.::;,, ;4,/../.; 

Daniel Morriso!'l , a native of Georgi& , acquir~-:1 huge sections , f . 

to ova' 60,000 acres , of the south-central Ark~n~a5 wildernesj 
mid-19th centUJ:-Y. Yarrison was a sla~e o~n~r and used Llack l1 
clear a 300 acre tract on Water M.'>llon I sland , at t hat ti= a ; 
mass surrounded by t' .. e OUachita River and a tribu::.a..ry slO\Jc; l: . 
es tate fbrr~son supervised slaves in the c cnstructicn of a !~~­

r oom, central hall, Greek Revival d-..-e ll!.n~ a r.d sa•1er11l o~mr t . 
including a group of slav!'l cabins along t he n~:lrby l'.ilitary f'.o • 

small, oxen-po~ered cotton gin, and a sturdy,rock ~kehouse. 
1945 the srooke!10use has ooen the only tangible r ellir.der of t.:-:e 
existence of the planLation. 

The s~kehouse is ! armed of r andcrnly laid f ielu stones ca~d t 
corrugated iron roof. Only o:>e Aperture, a doot'lo'ay loc~~ed n~ t 

elevation , break<J the &urface of th~ bulldinq'a exterior "'.tlb;. 
is dil!go.Mlly set wood planks, and t he original hir.gca are c;t.! :. 

There are no . · partitions on the in5id.!. of the tm.il.d inq. 
tie r s of beams, used for hangin-1 m~t, date frot!l tl'..a crig!nal c 
of the smokehouse , but the original packed dirt flooc U3 b'!en 
with poured concrete. 

The present setting of the smokehouse rGtalns a couple ot c~~d 
reru1nisc.ent of it:.t original enviror.r.~ent , The lr.lr-ronndir.g (.oun~ 
still farm land and the military road, no~ A pave~ highwa1 , •ti 
to t."".:: ~~~t ct t.~ ~!ldir.q. P.c;:~~~, t.~a ro.:.d i: r.c lc..~~~ • r 
thoroughfare to t he southvest , as it w~A in thu 19th century. 

~!'ciftel~!..~ A. ilU'I'l hm!l!O, <F.~IIh ~ ~-;.,; -:::M~~ l'!O-u3a. ha¥e r 09l" 
earlier plantation structULes on tha lot occU?.!.W by t he ~.,; 

- ::~:-..a-~ .... ~ -~.i -~·.:;=, ~ .r - -~ -~·~;~·rr--... 
Th• Morrison Planation smo)tai'lv=.l~e trr~i~:~ • ~ll .qlLw;p~ o! 1 

~~la~..atiQA- li~•· ~ TM ei~~ r.;cl; b'~ild inq is an ununua l u ;:' 
"''~h~ ~rlTl!= !rlta..~a:s;r¥~~ ~~. the ,. 

;: ii»J.U8t:f'c~acot of tho i:Jy""9Qn&, · f eudalo-UJr:.o, Gelf-:ruttici .... ~ 
an~eoonum couth. · .~: .-~-· "G"~~ ,_.,.·:. ~o-_. 
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SPECifiC DATES a BUILOEIV .>.RCH ITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGr.t FiCANCE 

The ~brrison Plantation Snoke~ause is th~ last structure sur~iving from 
a -large_, ante-bellum plantation c on-plcx develoFed by Danie l ~or:rison. 

Built ca. 1854, the hexaqc~al-sh~d , rock snokehcuse is also an i mportant 
example of plantation arc hitecture. ·,_ 

od-r-'c;.,,v--l't 

Daniel Morrison, a native of Georgi& , ac~~ired huge sections, amo~nti~g 
to over 60 I 000 acres, of the south-central Arka:Hins ~o.•i l derness in tM 
mid-19th c e ntury. ~nrrison was a sla~·e mm~r and used Llack labor to 
clear a 3 00 acre tract on Wate r ~l<• llon I slu.nd . at t..lu t tin~ a l arqe J.and 
1!\dss · surrounded by b.e Ouachit.3 River and a t.r i bu~:1...~; slouc;h . On this 
e state Horrlson supcrvizc t'. slaves in the car:str~ct.:.on cf a f~a..,e , four ­
r oom , c entra l hall , Greek ~vi•.ral cb,·ellir.-J nnd !ievc:-al othc :: buil.:iinc;s , 
including a group of slave c:1blns alar.g t:1~ nearby tlillt.1::y Koad , a 
s mall , one n-p<Y.tered c o ttar: gin , and a sturd(,rock P>~ko:!\.::usc. Si r.ce 
1 94 5 tha sookehouse h~s ~en t he o~ly t angible Y e~in1er of t he earlT 
existe~ce of the pln~t~~ ion . 

The s1:10kehouse is f orn.,d of ra.ndc.,..ly la id fic l<l s~nr.e3 c ~p:fed by a modern 
c orrugated iron roof. Only one a90~ure , a G ~orw~y l~~~ted o~ t h t w~s t 

elevation , breaks t he ~uzface of the builcln;'s exte~ior walls . The door 
is di<• goually s e t woo:i p lanks , and the or i gi.na l hinges are still in place . 
There are no partitions on t:"\~ i n3id" of the building . Th:res 
tiers of beams , u sed f or hanging O!le:l t , dat.e fro!!! t h!l origtn.ll conr.truc t ion 
of the smokehouse , but t he original packed dirt flc.or ~~s been cover~• 

with poure:i concrete. 

The present setting of L~e &~~e~~u~e r etains a c ouple of characturisU.cs 
reminisc.ent of i td o rigin..<l cnviron..-,enc. The s-.1rro'-lr.ding c.-ountry i ~ 
still f arm land and t he I:lilitary ro.ld , nm.: a pa·Jcd hig:-.v.:1y, still runs 
to t he west of thP- bui lding . However , the r oa..l i s no longer a m:l)Or 
thoroughfare to the south•.;est , as it waR in the 19th c entury . N~ buildlnge 
inclwing·a f arm houso, ...-ash house and ohici<en hou s e h.-tvo rgplac€d t he 
earlie r plantation struc tures on tha lot occ~pil~ by t he smokohou3e. 

The Morrison Plantation S!l'.okehouse p rov ide!3 a small glimpse of 19t h CO;'It:.~.r~ •• 

plantation life. The ei~t~ided r:.ck building is an tmuoual archite::t·..~ral 
•~lrVival from pre-Civil Wur Arita."!sas t and built b:,; s!11ves , t he !'ttu-:tUJ.'G 
r epresents one facet of the by-gone, f euda:J..like , r,elf-suffioie<1cy o! tl.·.J 
L~te~llum south. 
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NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
PROPERTY MAP FORM 

DNAME 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS 
TYPE ALL ENTRIES-- ENCLOSE WITH MAP 

HISTORIC Morrison Plantation Smokehouse 

AND/OR COMMON 

II LOCATION 
CITY. TOWN Saginaw ~VICINITY OF COUNTY Hot Spring STATE Arkansas 

II MAP REFERENCE 
SOURCE U.S. G. S. , Mal vern Quadrangle 

SCALE 1:62,500 

D REQUIREMENTS 
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LPROPERTY BOUNDARIES 
2. NORTH ARROW 
3. UTM REFERENCES 

DATE 1948 

INT: 2986-75 
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Missing Core Documentation 

Property Name County, State Reference Number 
Morrison Plantation Smokehouse Hot Spring County, 77000254 

Arkansas 

The following Core Documentation is missing from this entry: 

L Nomination Form (photocopies of SHPO form and 

microfilmed copy) 

_Photographs 

_USGS Map 


