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This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations of eligiblfity for individuals properties or districts. See Instructions in Guidelines
for Completing National Register Forms (National Register Bulletin 16). Complete each item by marking “x” In the appropriate box or by
entering the requested information. If an item does not apply to the property being documented, enter *N/A” for *not applicable.” For
functions, styles, materiais, and areas of significance, enter only the categories and sub categories listed in the instructions. For additional
space use continuation sheets(form 10-900a). Type all entries.

1. Name of Property

historic name James M. Downey Buliding
other names/Site Number ONJH inventory Number 040852
2. Location
street & number 521 Cooper Street 1A not for publication
city.town Camden L vicinity
state New Jersay code N 034 county Camden code M7 ZIP CODE N8101
-3 Clgssificgtion
Owneirsr(}p of Property Category of Property
rivate
P [X] buiiding(s) Contributing Noncontributing
[Jpuplic-ocal O astrict e bulidings
[Jeublic-state [Jste _— — sites
ublic-federal sh —— —— structures
Oe [ structure — T ebjects
[ ovject 1 — 0 Total
Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously

Bank, Insurance, and Legat Bulidings in Camden, NJ, 1873-1938 jisted in the National Reglsier —

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this
nomination request for determination of eilgibliity meets the documentation standards for registering properties
In the National Register of Historic Places and meefts the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR

part 60. In pinion, the property [x ] . meets D does not meset the National Register crieteria. D See contfinuation
7@—/:4/&._/ &M - // /;/;d
Date

Signature of certifying ofﬂclol

Acting Commissioner, DEP/DSHPO
GTe or Federal agency and bureau

in my oplinion, the property Dmeats |_] does not meet the National Register criteria. D See continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other official Date

qate or Fegeral agency an ureau Py

5. Najibnal Park Service Certification

1/
I, hereby., certify that this property is: W
ﬂn’rered In the National Register. VM

E]See Continuation Sheet
DDetermlned eligible for the National
ReglsfeDSee Continuation Sheet. (? IZLZ‘ / qO
[] determined not eligible for the Daté

National Register
removed from the National Register [_] other. (expiain:)




~

-A

é. Function or Use _

Historlc Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
VACANT/NOTIN USE

LOMMERCE/TRADE/business

7. Description
Architecturai Classification Materials (enter categorles from instructions)

(enter categorles from instructions)
foundation OTHER: Concrete

LATE 19TH & EARLY 20TH CENTURY REVIVAL walls__STONE/Umestone

iVield

-Colonial Rey
LATE 19TH & EARLY 20TH CENTURY MOVEMENTS: Commaercial roof_Asphatt

other_Facade: Metal/copper,

"Describe present and historic physical appearance
SUMMARY

The James N. Downey Building at 521 Cooper Street is a three story pro-
fessional building built in about 1925 on a former rowhouse site. It stone,
glass, and metal facade in a commercial style with Colonial Revival elements
is a design of Ernest Ergood, a Camden architect who for a time practiced
with Herbert Moffett. The building retains a rowhouse size and scale, but
its twentieth century style and physical features give it the appearance of
a professional office. The building fits within property type #2, buildings
constructed for the legal profession and/or insurance business. There have
been some recent alterations to the facade, but it retains most of its
original fabric and is well suited to commercial or professional use at
present.

521 Cooper Street or the James M. Downey Building is a three-story,
three~bay-wide commercial building on the North side of Cooper Street, only
a short distance from Camden County and City of Camden government buildings.
Although it completely fills the site of a former rowhouse and is in domes-
tic size and scale, it is an essentially new building built for use by at-
torneys and insurance offices. 1Its facade rises directly from the sidewalk
on Cooper Street.

521 Cooper Street is a simple rectangular shape with a flat roof. The
facade is primarily glass, and at first gives the impression of being one
huge window surrounded by a stone frame. At the street level there is a
large show window in the central bay on either side of which is a modern
glass door. One door leads to the basement and the other into a hall.
Above the doorways is a row of three large single-light fixed-glass windows.
On the second and third floor levels, a large plate glass window is flanked
by one over one double hung sash. A black copper panel decorated with swags

Ex-] See continuation sheet
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8. Statement of Significance

Certifying official has considered the significance o; this property in reiation to other properties:
] nationally [] statewide X rlocaly

Applicable National Register Criteria 1A D B cOpo

Criteria considerations (Exception) CJA [J8 [Jc [OJo Qe OOr O e N/A

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
Architecture 1024-1938 N/A
Commerce

Cultural affiliotion

N/A
Significant Person Architect Bullder
N/A Ergood, Emest L. Architect

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

SUMMARY

The James N. Downey Building at 521 Cooper Street is significant for its
association with the expansion of the legal profession and the insurance
industry in early twentieth century Camden. It dates from about 1926 and is
one of a few buildings constructed on former rowhouse sites for attorneys and
insurance brokers. As central Camden took on a more commercial character in

. the early twentieth century, many residents of Cooper Street moved to the

suburbs and their former dwelling sites sometimes became the site of new
office buildings. James N. Downey, whom the city directory listed as an
assistant superintendent, lived at 521 Cooper Street for many years, but in
about 1926, this new commercial building replaced the older house. Ernest L.
Ergood, a Camden architect, was responsible for the design which has a pri-
marily glass commercial style facade with some Colonial Revival elements.

The first occupants of the new building were a group of attorneys and the
Alliance Insurance Company. 521 Cooper Street fits within property type #2,
Buildings constructed for the legal profession and/or insurance business. It
is also a contributing building in the National Register Nomination for the
Cooper Street Historic District.

The building at 521 Cooper Street completely fills the site on which a
rowhouse stood for many years. The present facade created a new professional
building and dates from about 1926. It is the design of Camden Architect
Ernest L. Ergood, who for a time practiced with Herbert Moffett. Although

[X] see continuation sheet
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9. Major Blographical References

See Maln Bibliography

[] see continuation sheetx
Previous documentation on file NPS):  N/A

D preliminary determination of individual listing(36 CFR 67)

has been requested Primary location of additional data:
State historic preservation office

m previously listed in the National Register D Other State cp oncy
D previously determined eligible by the National Register D Foderal cgengy
[[] designated a Nationat Historic Landmark [] tocal government

recorded by Historic American Buildings University

Survey#

ther
D recorded by Historic American Engineering apzd fic repository
Record#

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of property ___iess than ane acre

USGS quad .Camden

UTM References

AlL1is] Lal siole1915ital 41 2101614 0} sl Ju bt vyt b Loy
Zone  Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

cdt b Peadu bt taal o) I I A B Y A BT

D see continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

5§21 Cooper Street Is located on the north side of Cooper Street, midway between 5th and 6th streets, City of Camden, Camden County,
New Jersey, legally described as block 98, iot 94,

D see continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

The boundary includes ot 94 In block 98, which has been historically associated with the property.

D see continuation sheet
11. Form Prepared By
name/title _ Priscilla M. Thompson; _Frankivn M. Thompson
organization The History Store aate _Jjune 1, 1988
street & number _82Z Tatnqll Street telephone _(302) 654-1727

city or town __Wiimington state _DE Zip code —198Q1



United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service -

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

James N. Downey Building, 521 Cooper St.

Section number 7 Page 1

and pilasters crosses the building between the floors. A cast stone
cornice forms a parapet rising above the roof line.

The James Downey Building at 521 Cooper Street meets all the
registration requirements for Property Type #2 in the multiple property

nomination.



United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service -

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Downey, James N. House, 521 Cooper Street

Section number__ 8 Page 1

the building still has the size and scale of a rowhouse, the facade is
distinctly twentieth century commercial/professional. The first
occupants of the new building were a group of attorneys of whom John
Kates, State Treasurer, legislator, and President of the Merchants Trust
Company and Land Title Guaranty Company was probably the most prominent.
Others were Nathan Blank, Wesley Goldthorp, Patrick Harding, Charles
Culp, and Mark Marritz. The Alliance Insurance Company of Philadelphia
also had offices in the building.

These same attorneys and insurance company remained in the
building for most of the period of significance of the nomination,
making the building an excellent example of a professional building
inserted into a rowhouse site. It also represents the conversion of
Cooper Street from a residential area to a professional and commercial
area during the boom of the 1920s.

521 Cooper Street is designated as a contributing building in the
1986 National Register Nomination for the Cooper: Street Historic
District. It was recorded in 1980 as part of the Camden survey and
again in a 1987 survey of banks, insurance, and legal buildings in
Camden. The surveys followed federal guidelines and the results are on
file at the Office of New Jersey Heritage. The City of Camden
Preservation Planner and the Office of New Jersey Heritage have
evaluated the building and determined that 521 Cooper Street is eligible
for inclusion in the multiple property nomination on the basis of its
history, architecture, and integrity.
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