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2 DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
—_EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED —_UNALTERED <L ORIGINAL SITE
—G00D —_RUINS LALTERED —_MOVED DATE
Z*FAIR _UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

‘the Xountain Feadows are located in soutlwestert: Utaly approciaately :
miles south of nterprise and thirty miles norta of St. George., Utah ol
18 passes along tue foothills on tie eastam cuge of the site. o Glrt moald leads
From tae hlqﬁvaj to thie valley area. The site is swrouned on all sides by
rounded mountains which rise n_o heights of 1000 feet above-the valley floox.
Originally the valley was a regrass eadow willCh surrounded muerous small springs
in the lower parts of the Vall\aa with a dry or ¢rass meadow covering e upper
portions aud brush grass on the footihills. In 1862 vommon pioneers ooyan graziieg
livestock in the meadows. The overgrazing and a c_eu«yc,ar u_noujuc auring the
13870%'s and 18 G's caused severe ceterioration of forage. ‘'Ll 7 of 13g4
was marked by eavy storm;, walcilt cut deep wasiies across tie aliost varran vailey.
The msadow was replaced by sagebrush, rabuitbrusa, Russian tiistle and juiipers.

In 1932 the Utah Trails and Landmarks Association in cooperation wita local citizeus
erected a low stone wall avound the pile of stones wiwicn nad been originally
placed over the graves in 1859. Tie east wall oarallels a deep wasil willci cuts
througn tue spring from which tne Fancher Party obtained water.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

:‘Stratewically located, Mpuntain Meadows has been an inportant site in te

aistory of Western Travel. It was a principal stopping place on tie Spanish

Trail and the Salt Lake to Southern California Fmigrant Trial. In 1857
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lpadows was the site of the massacre of the Fancher wacon train by Mormons and
their Indian allies

The area also serves as an excellent exanple of overgrazing and erosion coswon

to many western meadow lands. (This is discusseu in the description.)

As early as 1805 traders on tihe Spanish rail had used the rountain ie

as a resting place for their aniwals. By 13830 the 1200-1ile-lony Spanish ;Lal.L
nad been established between Los Angeles and Santa Te. The trail was sost heavily

used during the 1330's and 1840's when caravans of pack mules carried w
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blankets from New Iexico to trade for California horses and mules. Mountain
Yeadows lies about 400 wmiles from Los Angeles. The caravans would usually spend
a couple of weeks at the lush meadows either recovering from or preparing for
the crossings of the Las Vegas and Mojave Desert. Joan C. Fremont, wiG traveled

the Spanish trail in 1844, described the Mountain Meac

el
¥V

As we rose towards the heaa of tie creek, the snowy mountain on our
right showed out handsomely--high and rugged with precipices, and co Jc,re;":.
with snow for about two thousand feet frum their swmits Jown. Our animals
were somewhat vepaild for thelr naru marchas by an excellont caming groud

~

on the summit of the ridge, which i’ re the dividing chain between
the waters of the Rio V:Lr oen, wnlcn q@ soatiy to the Colorado, and those

of the Sevier river, flowing northwardly, and belonging to the Creat
We considered ourselves as crossing the rim of the basin: and, entering it
at this point, we found here an extensive mountain meacow, rich in buncu
grass, and fresh with nunerous springs of clear water, all refreshing and
inlié:;h%:fﬂl to look upon. It was, in fact, that e 231 ta Clara,
which bad been so long oresented to us as the tenminating
and where the amual caravan From California to ew Memdco ha-li,eu :
for some weeks. It was a very suitable place to recover from
and e A
meatiod was about 2 wile wide, and :
ilis and "@s,)zirtainm-—”mf’* {;E the lattor rising tw o b,
wite snow dowm to the level of tue vegas. It:. eleva.uon above the SGa was
280 feet; latitude, by ODS&}I:VdLlOu,- 37°28'287; ana its distance froo waere
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we First struck the Spanisi trail about four hundred miles.

After 1847 and the arrival of tie Momuons in the Valley of tuae Great Salt
Take, a soutiaern route to California was establisied whicn avoldea tue treacnerous
Sierra Nevada mountains. The Mountain Meadows served as an irportant resting
spot for travelers on this trail.

It was the use of this soutinern route in tie late suuacer of 1db7 by the
Fancier party, .a group of Califomia-bound emigrants from Arkansas and lissouri,

wihich has given Mountain Meadows its greatest fame.

Oon July 24, 1857, ten years after the arrival of the first ploneers in the
Salt Lake Valley, the Mormons gathered at Brignton in Little Cottorwood Caiyon

were informed that a federal amiy was on its way to Utah. President Jades sucuanai,
in response to conplaints from non-Mormon territorial officials taat the Utan

1o

Mormons were disloval and in open rebellion against the United States, had appointed
Alfred Camings of Georgia territorial governor, replacing Brigham Youy wilo

had served as the territory's chief executive since its establishient in 1550.
Buchanan ordered 2,500 federal troops to march witih Cumnings to insure compliance
with nis orders.

Shortly after the announcement that the amy was on its way to Utai, Apostle
George A. Smith visited many of the southern Utah settlements with orders for
the local militias to prepare for the impending conflict and stirring ienories
of tne Missouri and Illinois persecutions tihrough his eloguent sermons.  Mormons
were warned to protect their food reserves and not sell any to the California-
bound endigrants. 'The Fancher party, consisting of approximately 120 persons,
arrived in Salt Lake City the first part of August, 1857. They were apparently
the first group of the season to use the Southern Route to California. lany
sources report the belligerent conduct of the party as it made its way tarougn
Utah. Oxen were named brigham Young or Ieber C. Kimball and cursed as they passed
the Mommon settlements. When they were refused in attempts to buy provisions
they retaliated by popping the head off a chicken with a long bullwhip or Turning
their cattle into the Mormon fields. Some boasted of participating in tie execution
of Joseph Smith and threatened to lead an ammy back from California to put tae
Mormons in their place. It was also reported that they poisoned a spring anc
a number of cattle died from drinking the poisoned water. The Indians ate soue
of the meat and several Indians died from the effects.

A meeting was held in Cedar City in which the fate of the enlgrants was
debated. Unable to reach a decision, it was voted to send a messenjer to brighaa
Young to inquire what shall be done. In the meantime, the Indians, wiose help
against the invading federal armuy had already been solicited by Drighan Young,




decided that here was a good place to begin to help with the war. Accoringly

the Indians attacked the encampment at Mountain Meadows with casualties on both
sides. Taree men declded to go back to Cedar City anc ask for .aclp. Whe e

were killed; two by Indians and one by a wililte man. Perhaps feeling that now

the emigrants would know the Momwons were involved anc thus have good cause to
return with an amy from California, it was decided to carry out thwe extermination
of the party before the messenger returned witia Sridgnam Young's answer. After

a five-day siege by the Indians, the desperate emigrants acceptea a Mormwon offer
to escort tiem from the entrapment. ith the younger cuildren sent uo anead,

the women and older children followed the wagons. They in turn were followed

by the men who, having disammed thenselves at the raquest of the ‘biuons, were

to be protected by an individual escort with a loaced rifle. At the cornand

"Halt! Lo your duty!™ each amned Formon quard was to shoot the ardc at ais
side, while the Indians, who were hiding in ambush, would attack toe wonen and
children mnd finisn off those men who were not shot by the Mornaon escvorts.  “he
srassacre went according to plan and was completed in a matter of rinutes. The
nuber killed is estimated between 65 and 123. Lignteen small caildren were
spared and lived with Momwon families for two years until they were gatnereu up
ana sent to relatives in the east. In 1859 the scattered bones were collected

ana buried uncer tae directioin of Judge Joiui Cradiedaugii.  sidls iaen crected a
twelve-foot aign stone cairm over tie mass grave and nlaceu a large andiiewil Cross
wiltil the inscrintion "Vengeance is Mine, Saith the woru. I wadl Repay.” Ui
monunent was torn down in 1861 waen Brigaam Young visited the site. It was rebullt
again in 1564 by federal soldiers only to be torn dowin again. In 1577 tae last
act of the Mountain Meadows tragedy was perionmned wienn Joh D. Le€,Wils vag Chdd
with responsibility for tae massacre,was taken to tne massacre site and execuated.
Altnough Lee lhad participated in the massacre he was in actuality a scapeyoat
for all wio had been involved and a pawn in the larger Momwon-Gentile conflict
wiicin flased with intense fervor during the last half of the Ninctecti Centuiy.
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