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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (it known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Thomas Lee House is a seventeenth century salt box* which was 
restored in 1914'by Norman Ishanf and is now maintained by the 
East Lyme historical society. As it :steands today it is pituresque and 
weatherbeaten* The outside clapboards are riven oak and unpainted 
and have been colored by the salt winds of the sea for over fifty 
years since their restoration* ^he building has a f j.veJbay facade 
with a central door which is off center nonetheless because tKe~ 
window o'penings are located towards the northwestern end and away 
from the older section of the building.

The most interesting aspect of this building is the -way it shows the 
evolution of a colonial house from a one room building to a house"which 
has a floor plan typical of most colonial houses* Original 1ly the plan 
of the house was a'single r_oom-£acing_s.outh with a great stone chimney 
at the westem_end* 'The stairs to the second floor were at this 
stage~on~the southwest corner in front of the chimney stack* Later 
anotHenJroomjrfas addedLpn the opposite side of the chimney which 
thus became enclosed, and finally a^l^arii>.Qlwa''s' ̂ ^^.lt"across the entire rear of the house. * *~ ^~"         ""   -

Therefore this house, as it exists today, embodies three 
different stages in the growth of the house plan. The first- 
loor plan of the Lee house, as it now stands, is shown in 

ure 10* After its plan had arrived at the two-room stage, 
shown by B, Figure I, the house underwent a great change* 
to that time it had faced the south; but owing to the con- 
.ction of a new road about a hundred feet to the north, what 
formerly been the rear became the front, and a 1'eanto 
built across the south side. This modification of course 

ecessitated a reconstruction of the chimney in the space 
formerly devoted to the stairs; whereupon the resulting * 
arrangement became what it is today* The lean-to of this 
house, it Kill be noted is built across what was originally 
the front.

One of the qther interesting architectural features of the Lee 
house is. the cellar_stair which probably dates^fr_om a remodeling 
of_bhe-house~:Ln«1225.' The steps_ar^fjpmed_of_solid_Jlogs 5 cut in 
triangular section, and nailed^on two^s loping _st ringer s. Tn~is"!ias 
always'been thought to be an early type, but is found not infrequently 
in eastern Connecticut, in houses of varying dates. Mr* Isham be­ 
lieved that the cellar was not original, probably because "it had 
no summer beam"as in the earliest cellars*are apt to have.

The west end of the house, with its separate framing, presents some 
puzzles, since the paneling must have been a still later elaboration. 
Mr. Isham guesses that it and the plaster walls date-from perhaps 1735  
They are typical eighteenth century panels, two deep, with panels also 
covering the wide soffit of the chimney girt* They might have been 
found at any time in the eighteenth century, but the four flute
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Description of the Thomas Lee House;

are the earliest form of fluted pilasters known. It would seem, 
however, that the framing, with its square heavy summers, its unequal 
girts, and kneed corner-posts, are earlier and were never intended 
to be cased.

The most unusual relic in the house is a casement found in the 
south wall of the west chamber one of two found in place in Connecticut, 
It is one of the evidences that the west half was built to face south, 
since windows were not commonly built in rear walls. The frame is of 
oak, rabbeted into the oak studs, and nineteen inches square, interior 
measurement, with delicate early mouldings facing inward into the room. 
The visitor will notice that there is no evidence of other light 
into this chamber, though in all probability a similar casement was 
placed in the west end. The east chamber was apparently, from gains 
in the studs, lighted in the same inadequate way.

Kelly, F.J. Early Domestic Architecture in Connecticut> New York: 
Dover Publications, 1963, P* U.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

nThe 'Lee house is one of the most valuable early houses in Connecticut 
because it dates back to the seventeenth century and because it 
embodies sufficient architectural evidence to show its ̂ evolution 
from an original one' room_plan..to_its_present form. It is also 
_signifiicantras^Tmontaaent to a notable family of ancient Lyrne* 
It was built by Ensign Thomas Lee who inherited a large fortune 
in lands from his father Thomas Lee first. At least one descendant 
of Ensign Thomas Lee participated in the Revolutionary War: in 
1776 his great-grandson Captain Ezra Lee operated David Bushnell's 
American Turtle * the first submarine boat in New York Harbor.

Sources disagree about the date of the original building; it is 
given as either 3p660(Crofut and The American Guide Series), or 

'1664 (Kelly and 'Ehe Connecticut Guide). At present the building 
is maintained as a colonial museum by the East Lyme Historical 
Society. Exhibits include old china, pewberware, and kitchen 
utensils.
2
Mr. Isham begins his account of the house by saying "An 
examination of the interior shows that the old dwelling is of 
extraordinary interest. * In fact, I have' seldom seen a house " 
which,from an archaeological point of view, is more interesting."
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is:

National
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National Register.
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