FOM B - BU LD NG

MASSACH BETTS H STAR CAL AOM SS9 ON

294 \\ashi ngt on

A0 (3x3" or

Staple toleft

Area Form no.

48-M

Street, Boston, M\ 02108

3x5", black

Phot o nunber

§ white)
side- of form

Town Uxbridge

Address 81 Notfeh Main Sts™e*

istoric Naref Beni amin. AdamsAiougg

Original” residence
Present sane

Oaner shi p: E2 Private individual
Private organization

l4. .P
' ! Public
|
Rol'l 10 frame 4A | Original owner Benjamin Adams
KETCH MP ‘ .
Draw nap showi ng property's * DESCRIPTION:

[ocation inrelation to nearest

cross streets andother buildings
or geographi cal

I ndicate

Recorded by B.R.Pfeiffer

north..

; Date pre-1792; ca.1800-1815(decorativ

features. details)

Source exterior & secondary sources
Style Federalist
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Exterior wall fabric aluminum
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Major alterations (with dates) 2/2 sash &
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Moved no Date tVIA
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Organization Uxbridge Historical frame houses of 19th & 20th centuries

Date May 1981
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-ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe important architectural features and
evaluate in terms of other buildings within community)

Although altered by aluminum siding and replacement sash, the Benjamin
Adams House preserves several excellent elements of its original Federalist
design. The house is a two-storey, timber-frame structure set on a foundation
of hammered granite. The facade (west) is symmetrical and contains at its
center a fine Federalist doorway consisting of a panelled door(mid-19th century
surrounded by sidelights and an elliptical fanlight. Set in front of the entr®
is an open porch supported by paired engaged columns (east) and paired fluted
columns (west); these columns support a cornice and half-hip roof. Extending
the length of the facade is a cornice decorated with mutules.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners played in local or state history
and how the building relates to the development of the community)

In addition to its high quality Federalist trim, the Adams House possesses
historical associations with Benjamin Adams, Uxbridge's second lawyer. Born
in Mendon in 1764, Adams graduated from Brown University in the 1780's and
came to Uxbridge to study law with Nathan Tyler, the town's only lawyer. Upon
completion of his studies, Adams was admitted to the bar and moved to Hopkintor
where he practiced law for one year. Following the death of Nathan Tyler
(1790's), Adams returned to Uxbridge and assumed Tyler's practice. Subsequent!
Adams served as Uxbridge's representative to the General Court (1809-1813) and
as the representative to the U. S. Congress for Worcester South (reported var-
iously as 1820-1822 and 1815-1823). At least one source (Chapin) credits
Adam's defeat for re-election to Congress to a strong speech he delivered in
favor of tariff protection for American manufacturers. Chapin claims that
this pro-tariff position aroused the opposition of the "commercial interests of
Boston" and of Daniel Webster who worked for Adam's defeat in 1822-1823. In
1825, Adams was one of the founders of the Blackstone Bank.

By the mid-1850's, the Adams House had been sold to a member of the Gunn
family, probably George Gunn, a manufacturer of men's suits and also the father
of Horace E. Gunn, a pharmacist, who owned the house in 1898.

The Benjamin Adams House possesses integrity of location, design, setting and work-
manship, as well as historical associations with Benjamin Adams, a locally prominent
attorney and representative to the United States Congress during the Federalist period.

The Adams House meets criteria A, B and C of the NRHP, - =N

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES ' : '
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Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below
.substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? * yes * no

7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

excellent | | deteriorated unaltered » original site
CH good Q ruins altered moved date.
o fair CH unexposed

Describe the present and original (if Icnown) physical appearance

CH summary paragraph
CH completeness

CH clarity
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8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

CH summary paragraph .-
CH completeness

CH clarity

CH applicable criteria

CH justification of areas checked

CH relating significance to the resource

e context
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name
UTIVI References
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national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature
title dafe b
13. Other
CH Maps
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CH Other
Questions conceming this nomination may be directed to.
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