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DESCMBE THE PRESENT ANDG ORIGINAL /1F KNUWN) PHYSICAL APPRARANCE

Gila Pueblo stands oa the slope of Sixshooter Canyen two miles South
of Gicbe. The hills are dry, roundad, and mcderately covered by
various desert plants with mesquite and cactus predomina:ing.

The mair Salado complex ruin had been a cellular structure coataining
more than 200 rocms. Similar, but smaller, clusters existed both up
and down the canyon like satellite viliages. Walls were of boulders
and mud.

When the facility was operatad by che Park Service the main building
was an attempted reccnsiruction of the crigiral three-story bullding.
There were 45 rooms on the ground floor, includinzg a 250-s=2at zmeeting
hall, The second floer had two 2-rocm apartzents and 1 &4-roca apart-
ment. The thiru floor had only two roczs, and these housed the water
storage tarks which were no longer used since the Park Service had the
facility comnected fo the city water systenm.

The building was cf reinforced concrete and cobblestcne additions.
Much of the roof was l4-inch reinfcrced concrete, but additicns on
the southeast and ucrthwest ccrners were of concrete plaster and

ceraamic tile. No adr* . was used in the building.

Note: Gladwin says it was rebuilt with rccks and =crtar.

In addition to the main building, the facility included a 6-car garage,
8 heating unit, ard a pump house with 250-fcot well. There was also
a superintendent's apartment and & two-rocm guest apartment. The Park

Service conducted a thorough repair and cleanup of the building when it
took over inm 1952.

The interior of the pueblo has been much remcdeled for classroom use.

The exterior plaster is now a bright cream color rather tham the
original dusky earth tones.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNFICANCE

Gila Pusblo was comstructed by the peehisteric 3alade

flcurished in the Globe area frcm 1130 to 15437 4.0, <

cultural people who raised the standeid czens of the ¢

beans, squash,and cotten, They aiso made surclus polt

people frca northern Arlzona and Naw HMexico and northa

buahua, acd ‘rom tha2 Rio Gzraziz pearly to tha Ceoloradc

All of the complexes were prcobabdly tullt shertly afzez S
1400 A.D. the settlement was sbandcned and thzre is st

contr..versy over the eventual fate of these prehistoeri

Barold S. Gladwin, who bought and excavated the site, concluded
inhabitants had been fcrced cut by Athapascan vaiders. To
thesis, he cited the burned rocms, z.aca..w“rzic-..s v discard
other evidence of violerce., The chief arguvmeat abainsc tiaig wie
the raiders probably could nct have bee1 A:.apascan tecause O
differential.

Other specfalists supgest thet the puebic was abandered when it becana Iy
overpopulated in relation to the food supply. Tals does mot necessarily ¢ . iy
explain the violence, nor does it explain why all of the people departed. L LR
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dome of the Salado apparently blended with the Hobokem to the scuthweaC ,
Xor a short time, but that area, tco, was scon abacdoned. The yltimate Dot
fate of these Salado is unknown. Other Salado villagers xay have m;gzita&

to the Ric Grande or joined the Zuni and Hopi peoples. '

In 1927, Harold S. Gladwin, at the beginning of his archaeclogical caveer, . R e -
conducted the firat systematic excavations and studies of prehistoric re- T TR n
fuse to establish chronology at the Casa Grande Naclonal Munumeaz. Tae B P i e
results of this ztudy ensbled him to identify the Hohokam culture aod o - o
8l3c creatad a renewal of interest in Arizens Archaeclozy. _ _ o T

In 1928, Cladwin «d his future wifa, also an archaeclogis?, purchasad :
160 scres in $ix Shooter Canyon. This rugzed area, just scu:sh of Gl.te, : ‘-
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bad been owned by a Mr. and Mrs. Charles Realey and contained a large
number of prehistoric ruins. The Healeys had pothunted the burial
ground and excavated four rocms and had set up an exhibit of sk=letcns
dressed in cveralls cr gingha= dress, charging admission to view these
and other hcrrors such as Salado polychrome jars covered with gold painZ.

The Gladwins began a systexatic excavaticn of the merin pueblo, photo-
graphing #and mapping as they werked. When finished, they razed the walls,
replaced the footings, and rebuilt the complex so that 1its cutward ap-
pearance would resemble the vriginal structure. The irside was neces- -
sarily less accurately reccnstructed because of the reed for modern
functional quarters and work space.

The Gladwins established and endowed the Gila Pueblo Archaeclogical
Foundation. A highly professional staff was employed, and the Pueblo
became one of the most influential archaeological centers im the country.

The work of the Foundation required additicnal space and equipment.
The last major additions were the ceramic laboratory (about 1935) and
the tree ring laboratory (about 1940). '

The program and work of the Foundation were noted for professionalisa,
innovations, and major stimulus to the conduct of archaeclogical research.
Nearly 40 scientific publications were produced by Gladwin and the Foun-
dation staff, many of whom were or became, leaders in the field.

In 1931 Gladwin invited a number of noted archaeologists to & conference
&t the Pueblo for the purpose of explaining and discussing a logical
'method of designating the ccmplex Southwestern cultures. With minor
modifications, the system which Gladwin devised is still in use.

Gladwin is particularly noted fcr his irnovations and the vitality which
he breathed into his chosen profession. He developed an econcmical method
of archaeclogical surveying which resulted in the reccrding of tihousands
of sites in the West, He developed a widely praised system Of laboratory
analysis and an excellent system for siranginz cultural material. He

was particularly izpressed with the impcrtance of chronology in cultural

reconstruction end devoted much attention .to dendrcchronolegy (tree-ring
darinz) and radio carben dating.
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B /461 The activities of the Foundation were virtually ended by World war II. study and -
I?rge : 3 When the war ended, a small staff was ussesbled to work on dendrochronol- s pueblo ces:
aL : i ogy and the archaeolcgy of the upper Gila, but in 1948, the Gladwins ; o influence -
letcns : decided to close the facility. Gladwin wss then engazed in radiocarben : transferre:
' these ' : dating research in cocoperation with the California Institute of Tech- i by student:
xld Painf - ) . nology . 3
i
thito' 11 ) = The FoundaZicn was donated by Gladwin to the University of Arizcra, b
tge w? s ' ] which sold the buildings and land ard mcved the collection (17 vans) :
'iec:§-_ : to the University's Museum. The monay from the sale of the ptcpe:ty §
lern , : was used to expand the Museum. :
N

In the meantime, the Naticnal Park Service became interested in the
leal . CL Gila Pueblo facilities for use as a Scuthwestern Mational Moruments

»ueble E beadquarters, After some extended negotiaticns and a special approp- . 7@
+ country. - IR riaticn, the Park Service accuired the buildings and 22.94 acres. The S
: SRR staff provided scientific and technical services to 20 areas of South- - 4
nt. W ooh western National Monuments, including those in Arizona. B : ‘ §
) and z i In 1958 the facility became the Naticnal Park Service's Southwest i
3 Q; Archseolcgical Center with a variety of functions. It housed a 10,000 ; O
salism, v B | plus volume library for the area, administered and conducted archaeo- = i
! research. . L ,ug logical excavations and salvage, maintained an artifact collection and L
the Foun- PN 2 S preservation laboratory, housed a natural history collection, lnd
: TN 2 3 maintained a ruins stabilization staff.
I3 . T
onference §' g - The Ceater continued in operaticn until 1971-72, when the staff and s
ogical i E operation wec:2 gradually reduced and the activities transferred to §~
minor 3 e Tucson. The isolation of the Center at Globe from the academic com- f
. O sunity was & major factor in this decisiocn. i
€. g
ity widch - The facility {s now a branch campus of Eastern Arizona College, part of
ical method . ; the state community college system. Ocsasioral excavation continues T
thcusands 2 4 under the supervision of the faculty. ;
laboratory i v
1. He é )

Gila Pueblo site was occupled at least 600 years agc when & sizeable

;cultural ; community was established by people of the Salado culture. Although
free-ring ! the site was abandoned about 100 years later, enough tangible evidence
resained to provide the foundation for maior advarces in the sclentific

1y
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study and understanding of Southwestern archaeology. Although the
| by World wWar II.

; pueblo ceased to be an archaeolcgical research center ién 1972, tts‘“s
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