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1. NAME
C OMMON:
Porter-Phelps-Huntington House
AN D/OR HISTO RIC:
Forty Acres
2. LOCATION Congressional District 1
STREET AND NUMBER:
130 River Drive
CITY OR TOWN:
Hadley
COUNTY:
M assachusetts 025 Hampshire
3. CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
(Check  One) OWNERSHIP STATUS TO THE PUBLIC
. District 25 Building . Public Public Acquisition: I 1 Occupied Yes:
. Site Q Structure H Private I 11n Process 23 Unoccupied 0 Restricted
. Obiect . Both I 1 Being Considered | 1 Preservation work © | Unrestricted
in progress No
PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
I 1 Agricultural I 1 Government . Park 1 1 Transportation m Comments
I 1 Commercial I 1 Industrial [ I Private Residence «  Other (Specify)

S Educotional . Military I 1 Religious

! | Entertainment Museum [ I Scientific

U. OWNER OF PROPERTY

OWNER'S NAME: g
Porter-Phelps-Huntington Foundation, Inc. 8

STREET AND NUMBER: vl
130 River Drive

CITY OR TOWN: STATE: CODE
.Hadley Massachusetts uz2b

I. LOCAtfON OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

COURTHOUSE. REGISTRY OFDEEDS. ETC: g
Hampshire County Registry of Deeds 3

STREET AND NUMBER: U)

2
=

CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE

Northampton Massachusetts 025
6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

TITLE OF SURVEY: 1E
Inventory of Historic Assets, Commonwealth of Massachusetts '5

DATE O FSURVEY: Q Federal State . County . Local

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: a*
Massachusetts Historical Commission

STREET AND NUMBER:
Archives Museum, State House

CITY OR TOWN: STATE: CODE
Boston Massachusetts 025
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7, DESCRIPTION

(Check  One)
Excellent (H Good . Foir 1 1 Deteriorated . Ruins \~\" Unexposed
CONDITION
CCheclt -One) CChecfc One)
Altered [X] Unaltered sinCe 1799 *  Moved (3 Original Site
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (it known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Porter-Phel ps-Huntington House, on River Drive north of Hadley, i s
set  back from t heroad across a wide expanse of lawn and shade trees. The
homest ead consists of a three-storied ganmbrel roofed house which faces east.
An early one-and-ahalf story ell i sattached tothevtest end of thehouse.
Fromthis a later ell extends tothesouth and includes a woodshed and
chai se house; thelatter i sa twentieth century reconstruction of a 1795
structure. To thesouth of thechaise house lies a sunken garden, planted iij
the ruins of thestone foundation of an ol d barn. This barn now stands i n
Hadl ey proper, serving as a farm museum To thenorth of thehouse lies a
second garden, parts of which were laid out when t he house was built.

Moses Porter began clearing theland for t he Porter-Phel ps-Huntington
House, al so known as Forty Acres, i nthewinter of 1752. The following
spring a cellar was excavated for theell, and on May 27 of that year t he
roof of thehouse was raised. As originally conmpleted, thehouse was a
two story structure, with a pitched roof andrusticated exteri.or. Porter's
son-in-law, Charles Phelps, was responsible for all thestructural changes b4tv~n

1770 and 1799, by which time thehouse had realized itspresent form 1In m

1771 a kitchenell was added tothesouth of theoriginal ell. 1 n1782, at

€he time thebarn was being raised, themin house was rotated on it saxis,

form south t owest, toface thehighway which i n 1752 had been only a cart Z.

track throught t hemeadows. This rotation would have Jaserr necessitated t he wval

of at least one chimey. | ti sunclear whether there was originally a centra1an

chi mey which was taken down at this time, or whether thetwin chimeys, H

one at each gable end, have always existed. &
In 1799, several major alterations were rmade at Forty Acres. The entire

house was sheatv.ed i ngraduated clapboards. The double-leaved front door, n

decorated with double-cross panels, was replaced by a nore contenporary pane]edH
door, flanked by sidelights. The doorway was visually enphasized with an
entrance porch, whocse full entablature and pediment are supported by Doric o
colums, elongated and modified. Anticipating thereturn of one of his sons,
Charles Phelps also enlarged t hehouse by replacing thepitched roof with a
gambrel roof, thus creating athird story. This addition remainsunfinished,
as his sondid not return t oHadley until a nuch later date, and then builyv
his own house.

The fenestration of thePorter-Phel ps-Huntington House i sregular, as i
to be expected i na Colonial house plan. Nine-on-nine sash windows i na five
bay facade reflect thetraditional arrangement of a central hall dividing
the house symmetrically. The ganbrel ends each have six w ndows, regularly

arranged, twotoa story. The south wall has a sinple doorway, topped by a
rectangul ar transom opening into a passage which originally led tothe first
ell, before thehouse wasLturned. The Istsr kitchenall, perpendicularto
the first ell, follows thearchitectural style of t hehouse, with sash wi ndov
and a sinple doorway.

The west facade of t hehouse supports a verandah, an unusual featureof
New England country architectare. There was an oven at t he south end of this
verandah, used toprepare theneals for thefarm hands.

(e]e]



jin SIGNIFtCANCg

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Pre-Columbian 1 + 16fh Century 3 18th Century 20th Century
15th Century «  17th Century 1~ 19th Century
SPECIFIC  DATE(S)  (If Applicable and  Known) 175?, 179
AREAS  OF SIGNIFICANCE ("Check One or More as Appropriate)
Abor iginol I | Education Urban Planning
I | Prehistoric 1 | Engineering Other fSpecify;
Historic | Industry
I | Agriculture [ i Invention
[

|
i
BD Architecture 1 Landscape

Art Architecture
I I Commerce I | Literature
[ I Communications . Military

I 1 Conservation Music

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Pprter-Phel phs-Huntington House i sa treasury of rural lifein
ei ghteenth rentury~ Massachusetts. Begun i n1752, i twas thefirst house
constructed outside t hestockaded town of Hadl ey and has remained nearly
unchanged i nappearance since 1799. The house i salso a menorial tothree
families which were associated with i tfor tengenerations andtothree nen
in particular, Moses Porter, Charles Phelps and Bishop F. D Huntington.

Moses Porter, grandson of thefirst child born i nHadley, built this
Col onial mansion on Forty Acre Meadow. The Porter Fam |y had held partial
title totheland since Hadley was laid out i n1659, and by 1752 owned al npj st
the entire nmeadow area. Because of itslocation, Mdses Porter gave hi s
house t he name "Forty Acres," by which i ti sstill generally known. Porter
was killed i n1755, during t heFrench and I ndian War, but his wofe and
daughter Elizabeth continued tolive at Forty Acres.

In 1770, El'i zabeth Porter married Charles Phelps, a young lawyer from
Nort hanpton, who was |ater toserve as Squire of Hadl ey under four governorjs.
The extensive changes which Phelps nade i nhis wife's house between 1771
and 1799 gave t he Porter-Phel ps-Huntington House i tpresent appearance.
In addition tohis legal training, Phelps had acquired a know edge of engi-
neering and architecture, which explains thesuccess of the alterations
he nade t ot hehouse. Yale's fanous travelling president Tinothy Dw ght

visited thehouse i nthelate 1790's and wote of Forty Acres "...this
estate i sthe”ost desirabl e possession, of thesane kind and extent, within
ny know edge. "

Dwi ght i sresponsible for theHuntington connection with Forty Acres.
At his suggestion, Dan Huntington, former tutor at Yale and pastor at
Litchfield, Connecticut, arranged an exchange of pulpits so that he could
preach at Hadley. Dwi ght had assured Huntington that he would be invitedthb
visit Squire Phelps' house and added that the Squire has a lovely daughter.
Dan Huntington and Elizabeth Whiting Phelps were married i n1801. Their
youngest son was Frederick Dan, |ater tobecone Bishop Huntington.

Frederick Dan Huntington studied at Harvard Divinity School and then
becarme assistant t o Rev. George Putnam of Roxbury, a |eadingUnitarian
mnister. After serving as minister of the South Congregational Church,
he became "Professor of Christian Morals and College Preacher" at Harvard
and gained a reputationas a popular |yceum speaker. | n 1861, Huntington
entered t heEpiscopal Church. H resigned from Harvard and was immediately
elected rector of Emmanuel Church, Boston. Eight years later, i n 1869,
Huntington was el ected Bishop of Central New York.

h thedeath of Elizabeth Phel ps Huntington i n 1847, Forty Acres had
passed t o her children; by 1855, Frederick Dan Huntington had bought his
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brothers andsisters' sharea and held full title tothehouse. During his
years at Harvard andat Emmaneul , Huntinton nade t he house hi s summer resi-
dence. Though as Bishop Huntinton noved his famly t o Syracuse, hecontinued
to spend long vacations at thehouse i nHadley until his death i n 1904.

Forty Acres remained i ntheHuntington famly until it wasturned overt o
the Porter-Phel ps-Huntington Foundation i n 1955, t o be preserved as an historic:
house museum The furnishings of tbehouse areentirely famly possessions.
Most of them were bought for thehouse; by Charles Phelps but there arealso
pieces representingalmst every line of descent that has married intot he
Porter, Phelps and Huntington families. | naddition, thehouse containsa
large collection of famly papers (onexhibit by appointment) which date from
1697. These include deeds, wills, bhills of sale (forbeaver hats, hardware
and slaves), ships' papers, diaries and letters.

Huntington, James Lincoln, Forty' Acres (NewYork: Hastings House, 1949)
p. 16.
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1. MAME
COMMON : Porter-Phelps-Huntington House
AND/OR HISTORIC: Forty Acres

2. LOCATION

STREET AND NUMBER:

130 River Drive

CITY OR TOWN:

Hadley

STATE;

cope COUN TY:

STATE

Massachusetts
COUNTY

Hampshire

FOR NPS USE ONLY
ENTRY NUMBER

‘07

Massachusetts 025 Hampshire

3. MAP REFERENCe

SOURCE:
US GS Munt Hol yoke, Mass.
1: 24, 000
1964
4. REQUIREMENTS
TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.

3. Latitude and longitude reference.

DATE
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"DT5~—









Regi stration and N«m nati»n Branch
National Register of Historic Places
Room 3207- A

1100 L Street, NV

Washington, D C 20005

Attention: Mss Mary Means

Dear Sirs:

Encl ossd i s the National Register
Porter-Phel ps- Huntington

[~ Aechefyfli

July 14,

CERTI FI ED MAI L

subm ssion for:
House, Hadl ey

1972

This property has been declared eligible for subm ssion by the

Massachusetts Historical Commi ssion,

the State Revi ew Board,

and has

been signed by Secretary of the Commonweal th John Francis Xavier

Davoren, Chai man of the Massachusetts Historical

designated the State Liaison Officer.

Yours sincerely.

Richard W Hale, Jr.
Acting Chairman,

Massachusetts Historical

R/M pm
End.

Conmi ssi on and

Conmmi ssi on
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Hon. Kdward M Kennedy State LUl eon O ficer

eon. Eoward H Brooke lon. John E X Davoren
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Director. Mrtheaat |egion Ch«l n«n. Maseachueette Rietorlcal
Caaai sal on

40 Beacon Street
Bost on, Meseachuaette 02108
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