
Form 10-300 U N I T E D S T A T E S D E P A R T M E N T OF T H E I N T E R I O R 
(Ju l y 1969) N A T I O N A L P A R K S E R V I C E 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Type all entries — complete applicable sections) 

STATE: 

iflassachusetts 
C O U N T Y : 

Hampshire 
FOR NPS USE O N L Y 

E N T R Y N U M B E R 

MAR 2 6m 
1 . N A M E 

>0 

5 €" 
C O M M O N : 

Por t e r -Phe lps -Hun t ing ton House 
A N D / O R H I S T O Rl C : 

F o r t y Acres 

2. LOCATION Congress ional D i s t r i c t 1 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

130 River Drive 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Hadley 

Massachusetts 0 2 5 

C O U N T Y : 

Hampshire 
3 . C L A S S I F I C A T I O N 

C A T E G O R Y 

(Check One) 

• D i s t r i c t 25 B u i l d i n g 

• Site Q St ruc ture 

• O b i e c t 

OWNERSHIP 

• P u b l i c 

H P r i v a t e 

• Bo th 

P u b l i c A c q u i s i t i o n : 

I 1 In P rocess 

I I B e i n g Cons ide red 

S T A T U S 

I I Occup ied 

23 U n o c c u p i e d 

I I P rese rva t i on work 

i n p r o g r e s s 

A C C E S S I B L E 

TO T H E P U B L I C 

Y e s : 

0 R e s t r i c t e d 

1 I Un res t r i c t ed 

• No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I I A g r i c u l t u r a l 

I 1 Commerc ia l 

S E d u c o t i o n a l 

! I En te r ta inment 

I 1 Government 

I 1 I ndus t r i a l 

• M i l i t a r y 

Museum 

• Park 

[ I P r i v a t e Res idence 

I 1 R e l i g i o u s 

[ I S c i e n t i f i c 

I 1 Transportation 

• Other (Specify) 

m Comments 

U . O W N E R O F P R O P E R T Y 
O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

P o r t e r - P h e l p s - H u n t i n g t o n F o u n d a t i o n , I n c . 

M
a
s; 

S
T

 
A

T
I 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : UJ 

1 3 0 R i v e r D r i v e 

C I T Y O R T O W N : S T A T E : C O D E 

. H a d l e y M a s s a c h u s e t t s U2b 

I . LOCAtfON OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
C O U R T H O U S E . R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S . E T C : 

la
m

p
 

n 

H a m p s h i r e C o u n t y R e g i s t r y o f D e e d s 

la
m

p
 

0 
c 
z 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

s
h
ir
 

H < 

C I T Y O R T O W N : S T A T E C O D E 

N o r t h a m p t o n M a s s a c h u s e t t s 025 

6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 1 E m 

2 

I n v e n t o r y o f H i s t o r i c A s s e t s , C o m m o n w e a l t h o f M a s s a c h u s e t t s ! 5 H 
X Tl 

D A T E O F S U R V E Y : Q Fede ra l ^ State • County • L o c a l < 
z 

o 
D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : a* c z 

M a s s a c h u s e t t s H i s t o r i c a l C o m m i s s i o n (B 
m 

"D 

C 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : :o ( / I 

m 

A r c h i v e s M u s e u m , S t a t e H o u s e o 
z 

C I T Y O R T O W N : S T A T E : C O D E 
r -< 

B o s t o n M a s s a c h u s e t t s 025 a > 

.. ..... •. . , 
- i 
m 



7, D E S C R I P T I O N 

CONDITION 

(Check One) 

• E x c e l l e n t (H Good • Fo i r 1 1 De te r io ra ted • Ru ins \~\ Unexposed 

CChecJt -One) 

• Altered [X] Unaltered s i n C e 

CChecfc One) 

1 7 9 9 • Moved ( 3 Original Site 
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The Porter-Phelps-Huntington House, on River Drive north of Hadley, i s 
set back from the road across a wide expanse of lawn and shade trees. The 
homestead consists of a three-storied gambrel roofed house which faces east. 
An early one-and-ahalf story e l l i s attached to the v^est end of the house. 
From t h i s a la t e r e l l extends to the south and includes a woodshed and 
chaise house; the l a t t e r i s a twentieth century reconstruction of a 1795 
structure. To the south of the chaise house l i e s a sunken garden, planted iiji 
the ruins of the stone foundation of an old barn. This barn now stands i n 
Hadley proper, serving as a farm museum. To the north of the house l i e s a 
second garden, parts of which were l a i d out when the house was b u i l t . 

Moses Porter began clearing the land for the Porter-Phelps-Huntington 
House, also known as Forty Acres, i n the winter of 1752. The following 
spring a c e l l a r was excavated for the e l l , and on May 27 of that year the 
roof of the house was raised. As o r i g i n a l l y completed, the house was a 
two story structure, with a pitched roof and rusticated exteri.or. Porter's 
son-in-law, Charles Phelps, was responsible for a l l the st r u c t u r a l changes 
1770 and 1799, by which time the house had realized i t s present form. In 
1771 a kitchen e l l was added to the south of the o r i g i n a l e l l . In 1782, at 
€he time the barn was being raised, the main house was rotated on i t s axis, 
form south to west, to face the highway which i n 1752 had been only a cart 
track throught the meadows. This r o t a t i o n would have Jaserr necessitated the 
of at least one chimney. I t i s unclear whether there was o r i g i n a l l y a central 
chimney which was taken down at t h i s time, or whether the twin chimneys, 
one at each gable end, have always existed. 

In 1799, several major alterations were made at Forty Acres. The entire 
house was sheatv.ed i n graduated clapboards. The double-leaved front door, 
decorated with double-cross panels, was replaced by a more contemporary pane] 
door, flanked by sid e l i g h t s . The doorway was v i s u a l l y emphasized with an 
entrance porch, whocse f u l l entablature and pediment are supported by Doric 
columns, elongated and modified. Anticipating the return of one of his sons, 
Charles Phelps also enlarged the house by replacing the pitched roof with a 
gambrel roof, thus creating a t h i r d story. This addition remains unfinished, 
as his son did not return to Hadley u n t i l a much later date, and then builv 
his own house. 

The fenestration of the Porter-Phelps-Huntington House i s regular, as i 
to be expected i n a Colonial house plan. Nine-on-nine sash windows i n a five 
bay facade r e f l e c t the t r a d i t i o n a l arrangement of a central h a l l dividing 
the house symmetrically. The gambrel ends each have six windows, regularly 

arranged, two to a story. The south wall has a simple doorway, topped by a 
rectangular transom, opening into a passage which o r i g i n a l l y led to the f i r s t 
e l l , before the house wasLturned. The I s t s r kitchen a l l , perpendicular to 
the f i r s t e l l , follows the arch i t e c t u r a l style of the house, with sash windov 
and a simple doorway. 

The west facade of the house supports a verandah, an unusual feature of 
New England country architectare. There was an oven at the south end of this 
verandah, used to prepare the meals for the farm hands. 
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The Pprter-Phelphs-Huntington House i s a treasury of r u r a l l i f e i n 
eighteenth rentury~ Massachusetts. Begun i n 1752, i t was the f i r s t house 
constructed outside the stockaded town of Hadley and has remained nearly 
unchanged i n appearance since 1799. The house i s also a memorial to three 
families which were associated with i t for ten generations and to three men 
i n p a r t i c u l a r , Moses Porter, Charles Phelps and Bishop F. D. Huntington. 

Moses Porter, grandson of the f i r s t c h i l d born i n Hadley, b u i l t t h i s 
Colonial mansion on Forty Acre Meadow. The Porter Family had held p a r t i a l 
t i t l e to the land since Hadley was l a i d out i n 1659, and by 1752 owned almojst 
the entire meadow area. Because of i t s location, Moses Porter gave his 
house the name "Forty Acres," by which i t i s s t i l l generally known. Porter 
was k i l l e d i n 1755, during the French and Indian War, but his wofe and 
daughter Elizabeth continued to l i v e at Forty Acres. 

In 1770, Elizabeth Porter married Charles Phelps, a young lawyer from 
Northampton, who was later to serve as Squire of Hadley under four governorjs. 
The extensive changes which Phelps made i n his wife's house between 1771 
and 1799 gave the Porter-Phelps-Huntington House i t present appearance. 
In addition to his legal t r a i n i n g , Phelps had acquired a knowledge of engi­
neering and architecture, which explains the success of the alterations 
he made to the house. Yale's famous t r a v e l l i n g president Timothy Dwight 
v i s i t e d the house i n the late 1790's and wrote of Forty Acres " . . . t h i s 
estate i s the ̂ ost desirable possession, of the same kind and extent, within 
my knowledge." 

Dwight i s responsible for the Huntington connection with Forty Acres. 
At his suggestion, Dan Huntington, former tu t o r at Yale and pastor at 
L i t c h f i e l d , Connecticut, arranged an exchange of pu l p i t s so that he could 
preach at Hadley. Dwight had assured Huntington that he would be inv i t e d tb 
v i s i t Squire Phelps' house and added that the Squire has a lovely daughter. 
Dan Huntington and Elizabeth Whiting Phelps were married i n 1801. Their 
youngest son was Frederick Dan, l a t e r to become Bishop Huntington. 

Frederick Dan Huntington studied at Harvard D i v i n i t y School and then 
became assistant to Rev. George Putnam of Roxbury, a leading Unitarian 
minister. After serving as minister of the South Congregational Church, 
he became "Professor of Christian Morals and College Preacher" at Harvard 
and gained a reputation as a popular lyceum speaker. In 1861, Huntington 
entered the Episcopal Church. He resigned from Harvard and was immediately 
elected rector of Emmanuel Church, Boston. Eight years l a t e r , i n 1869, 
Huntington was elected Bishop of Central New York. 

On the death of Elizabeth Phelps Huntington i n 1847, Forty Acres had 
passed to her children; by 1855, Frederick Dan Huntington had bought his 
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brothers and sis t e r s ' sharea and held f u l l t i t l e to the house. During his 
years at Harvard and at Emmaneul, Huntinton made the house his summer r e s i ­
dence. Though as Bishop Huntinton moved his family to Syracuse, he continued 
to spend long vacations at the house i n Hadley u n t i l his death i n 1904. 

Forty Acres remained i n the Huntington family u n t i l i t was turned over to 
the Porter-Phelps-Huntington Foundation i n 1955, to be preserved as an historic: 
house museum. The furnishings of tbe house are e n t i r e l y family possessions. 
Most of them were bought for the house;by Charles Phelps but there are also 
pieces representing almost every l i n e of descent that has married into the 
Porter, Phelps and Huntington families. In addition, the house contains a 
large c o l l e c t i o n of family papers (on exh i b i t by appointment) which date from 
1697. These include deeds, w i l l s , b i l l s of sale (for beaver hats, hardware 
and slaves), ships' papers, diaries and l e t t e r s . 

Huntington, James Lincoln, Forty' Acres (New York: Hastings House, 1949) 
p. 16. 
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Registration and N«minati»n Branch 
National Register of His t o r i c Places 
Room 3207-A 
1100 L Street, NW 
Washington, D. C. 20005 

Attention: Miss Mary Means 

Dear Sirs: 

July 14, 1972 

CERTIFIED MAIL 

Enclossd i s the National Register submission f o r : 

Porter-Phelps-Huntington House, Hadley 

This property has been declared e l i g i b l e for submission by the 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission, the State Review Board, and has 
been signed by Secretary of the Commonwealth John Francis Xavier 
Davoren, Chaiman of the Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission and 
designated the State Liaison Officer. 

Yours sincerely. 

Richard W. Hale, Jr. 
Acting Chairman, 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

RWH:pm 
End. 
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