FORM B - BUILDING In Area no. Form no.
cC

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION Old Camb. 1Bl
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston

1. Town Cambridge
ts 29 Follen Street

Mamn House - "Cloverden"

nt use residential

ini owner Detlev F. £ Dorothy L.
Vatts
ription:
1837
ource
e Greek Revival .

hitect unknown
in relation to nearest cross sirccio J.SziS -33
other buildings. Indicate north. Exterior wall fabric wood
Outbuildings (describe)
Other features two bow-front bays

with floor-length windows flanking

entrance, light Doric columns
Altered No Date
Moved No Date

5. Lot size:

One acreor less XX Over oe acre

Approximate frontage 65 feet

Approximate distance of building from street
20 feet

6, Recorded by Bainbridge Bunting
OrgaaiaatiotCambridge Historical
. -pae 1964
UTV\- "ec*TDIO KiO”h”
-yy 19/~27232CA"9397

OM-5-77



7. Original owna (if knoan) Marv Ann Fal es
Original use residential
Subsequent uses (if any) and dates same

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education Religion
Architectural XX Exploration/ Science/

The Arts settlement invention XX
Commerce | ndustry Social/
Communication Military humanitarian
Community development Political Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

Centrally located near Harvard Square, this house
is characterized by bowfronted bays under a one-story
porch with Doric colums. The general Greek Revival
detail i sappropriate tothetimes. A side wing
was probably a garage at one time.

The house was t hehonme of Horace Mann's mother,

Mary Mann. | n 1852, the house becane the home for

a group of Harvard students, who |ater becane prom nent
scholars i ntheir respective fields: Joseph Wnlock,
George Martin Lane, Josiah Wtney and Benjamn Apthorp
Goul d. | t i slikely that during the early 1850s, W nlock
installed an observatory containing one of the |argest

tel escopes i nt hecountry behind the Mann House. The

nane "Cloverden” i sgenerally attributed t oJosiah Witney
who coined t hephrase t odescribe "anol d Bachelor Hall."

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.)
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7. Original owner (if known) Marv Ann Fales
Original use residential
Subsequent uses (if any) and dates same

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal ' Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education Religion
Architectural XX Exploration/ Science/

The Arts settlement invention XX
Commerce Industry Social/
Communication Military humanitarian
Community development Political Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

Centrally located near Harvard Square, this house
is characterized by bowfronted bays under a one-story
porch with Doric colums. The general Greek Revival

detail I sappropriate tothetimes. A side wing

was probably a garage at one time. *le
The house was the hone of Horace Mann's mot her, o

Mary Mann. | n 1852, the house becanme the hone for

a group of Harvard students, who |ater becanme prom nent
scholars i n their respective fields: Joseph Wnlock,
George Martin Lane, Josiah Wtney and Benjauain Apthorp
Gould. Iti slikely that during the early 1850s, Wnlock
installed an observatory containing one of the largest
telescopes i n the country behind the Mann House. The
nane "Cloverden" i sgenerally attributed t oJosiah Whitney
who coined the phrase t odescribe "an ol d Bachelor Hall."

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.) , 1o =N - -



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Cominunity: A Form No:

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCMASSIQN Old  Cambridge ol

Office of the Secretary, Boston . < -
Property Name Cloverden

Indicate each item on inventory form viiidi is being continued below. Tk

Cloverden is a center entrance, five bay variant of the local Greek
Revival vemacular with a Doric portico across the entire front of the
house. It is comparable to several other notable Cambridge houses of
the period, notably the S. D. Brown House at 112 Brattle Street (1846,
Old Cambridge National Register District), the Elizabeth Frost Tenant
House at 35 Bowdoin Street (1812, National Register), and the twin
Greek Revival houses at 1707-1709 and 1715-1717 Cambridge Street (1845,
National Register). , n

t o
The house was built 1 n1837for Mary Ann Fales, about whomnothing is«
known. | n1852, the house was rented t oJosiah Dwi ght Whitney, a
professor of geology at Harvard f or whom Mount Whitney i s naned.
Whitney's tenancy 1 nthe house, which coincided with his pioneering
work at Harvard with Louis Agassiz, was described as follows: ;

It chanced about the time when Josiah Whitney was establishing
himself i nhisnewprofession, that he nade the acquaintance of two
"funny boys," friends of hisbrother William - Francis Child,
later the great Anglo-Saxon scholor, and George Martin Lane, the
Latinist, both then, as forthe remainder of their working lives,
teachers i nHarvard College. To the younger Canbridge set of the
day belonged also Benjam n Apthorp Goul d, the astronomer, whoat
that time was determning longitudes forthe Coast Survey.

"Gould, Lane, andl," Whitney wrote his brother, "have been trying
to get anice, quiet andretired house i n Canbridge, for the
purpose of establishing an ol d Bachelor Hall, t owhich by a sort

of counting our chickens before they were hatched, we have given
the nane of *Clover Den.'"

After no little trouble with landlords who were "afraid of letting
a house t osuch young nen," Clover Den finally materialized itself
Foe™> i nApril of 1852, i nthe ol d*Mann house at the el bow of Follen
Street, close t othe Canbridge green andjust of f what i s now
Massachusetts Avenue, but was then "theroad t o Porter's."”

The three original "denizens" added t otheir nunmber another
astronomer, Jospeh W nlock, who hadalready begun hiswork on t he
"Nautical Almanac,”" anda man andhi swife by the nane of Marshall,
who between them kept the house.

Jry of Clover Den has not yet faded out of Canmbridge. Al |
its inhabitants were onthe way t odistinction; Lane was
life a famus wit, andbetween linguists andmen of scienct
.ege and Coast Survey, when all roads | edt oBoston,t he
irtaining largely, brought together a brilliant conpany of

(see continuation sheet)

Staple to lnventory form at bott 5,



"I NVBENTARY FORM GONTT NUATT ON SHEET Community: Form No:

MASSAOIUSETTS HISTORICAL CCMASSON Old Cambridge aCIl1.B.
Office of the Secretary, Boston Ly

Property Name cloverden

I ndicate each itemon inventory fonnwhichis being continued bel ow

During this time Doctor Gould and Professor W nl ock established a small
observatory i ntheback yard of Cloverden, said tobe thefirst
observatory i nCanbridge. , - -

The house was purchased i n 1866 by Mary Mann, nother of Horace Mann,
who noved from Concord when her sons were ready t o attend Harvard.
The house stayed i ntheMann famly until about 1890,

ofie. ! fjese o
Cloverden i ssignificant under Criterion B forits associations with
VWit ney, Gould, and W nlock, and under Criterion C as an important
exanmpl e of the Geek Revival style.

Bi bl iography: o o - N o o My
Brewster, Edwin Tenny, Life and Letters of Josiah Dw ght Whitney,
pp. 123-137,
:yh.4

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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8. Significance
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Please refer to the map In the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000275
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