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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

In Area no. Form no. 
C C 

Old Camb. I I B l l 

1. Town Cambridge 

ts 29 F o l l e n S t ree t 

Mann House - "Cloverden" 

nt use r e s i d e n t i a l 

ini owner Det lev F. £ Dorothy L . 
Va^ts 

ription: 

1837 

ource 

e Greek Reviva l • 

in relation to nearest cross sirccio J.SziS - 3 3 
other buildings. Indicate north. 

hitect unknown 

Exterior wall fabric wood 

Outbuildings (describe) 

Other features two bow- f ron t bays 

w i t h f l o o r - l e n g t h windows f l a n k i n g 

ent rance , l i g h t Doric columns 

Altered No Date 

Moved No Date 

5. Lot size: 

One acre or less XX Over one acre 

Approximate frontage 65 f e e t 

Approximate distance of building from street 

20 f e e t 

6, Recorded by Bainbridge Bunting 

OrgaaiaatiotCambridge H i s t o r i c a l 

. -pate 19 6 4 

. UTV\- "ec^TDiO KiO^h^ 

-yy 19 /^2^32C^939^ 

^OM-5-77 
i 



o 

7. Original owner (if known) 

Original use 

Marv Ann Fales 

r e s i d e n t i a l 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates same 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

XX 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

XX 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

C e n t r a l l y located near Harvard Square, t h i s house 
i s c h a r a c t e r i z e d by bowfronted bays under a one-story 
porch w i t h Doric columns. The general Greek Revival 
d e t a i l i s appropriate t o the times. A side wing 
was probably a garage at one time. 

The house was the home of Horace Mann's mother, 
Mary Mann. I n 1852, the house became the home f o r 
a group of Harvard students, who l a t e r became prominent 
scholars i n t h e i r respective f i e l d s : Joseph Winlock, 
George Martin Lane, Josiah Witney and Benjamin Apthorp 
Gould. I t i s l i k e l y t h a t during the e a r l y 1850s, Winlock 
i n s t a l l e d an observatory c o n t a i n i n g one of the l a r g e s t 
telescopes i n the country behind the Mann House. The 
name "Cloverden" i s generally a t t r i b u t e d t o Josiah Whitney 
who coined the phrase t o describe "an o l d Bachelor H a l l . " 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 
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£»̂ .T;̂ l̂Ĵ crf*/.̂ <|Û 3b̂  • • R>vi>war/:?xwv̂  ^ ^ ^ ^ 

/ ) ^ ^ r / e W ^ / . Date 
see continustion sheet 

•Nomination raturnad for: technical corrections cited below 
^ — __aub8tantiva raasons discussad balow^ 

1. Name 

2. Locat ion 

3. C lasa i f ica t ion 

4. Owner of Property 

8. Locat ion of Lega l Descript ion 

6. Representa t ion in Exiating Surveya 

y. Deacript ion 

I MM p i m i i l an* irtp^ni IH 

aummary paragraph 
eompiatanass 
clarity 
altarations/intagrity 
datas 
boundary aalaction 



8. S Igni f icanco 

aummary paragraph 
completaness 
clarity 
applicable criteria 
Justification of araas 

checked 
ralating significance to 

t^e resource 
context 
relationship of integrity 

to significance 
justification of exception 
other 

>. Major Bibl iographical Re fe rences 

10. Oeograph ica l P a t a 

mailt 01 mime. 

11. Form Prepared By 

12 . S t a t e Histor ic Preservat ion Officer Cert i f icat ion 
*mmmef 

13. Othar 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed tn jZ^^.Zy /Z^ rJyjj^. 

Si igned Date. .^LZLJL Phone: 202 2 7 2 - 3 5 0 4 

Commants for any Itam may ba contlnuad on an attachad sheet 





7. Original owner (if known)_ 

Original use 

o 

Marv Ann Fales 

r e s i d e n t i a l 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates same 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal ' 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

XX 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

XX 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

C e n t r a l l y l o c a t e d near Harvard Square, t h i s house 
i s c h a r a c t e r i z e d by bowfronted bays under a one-story 
porch w i t h Doric columns. The general Greek Revival 
d e t a i l i s appropriate t o the times. A side wing 
was probably a garage at one time. '*''• 

The house was the home o f Horace Mann's mother, •' 
Mary Mann. I n 1852, the house became the home f o r 
a group of Harvard students, who l a t e r became prominent 
scholars i n t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e f i e l d s : Joseph Winlock, 
George Martin Lane, Josiah Witney and Benjauain Apthorp 
Gould. I t i s l i k e l y t h a t during the e a r l y 1850s, Winlock 
i n s t a l l e d an observatory c o n t a i n i n g one of the l a r g e s t 
telescopes i n the country behind the Mann House. The 
name "Cloverden" i s g e n e r a l l y a t t r i b u t e d t o Josiah Whitney 
who coined the phrase t o describe "an o l d Bachelor H a l l . " 

4 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) , : • = ^ - -
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCM^SSIQN 
Office of the Secretary, Boston . <' 

Cominunity: ^ Form No: 
Old Cambridge OC I I . 

B . l l 

Property Name: Cloverden 

Indicate each item on inventory form v i i i d i is being continued below. ' .* 

Cloverden i s a cen te r en t rance , f i v e bay v a r i a n t o f the l o c a l Greek 
Rev i va l v e m a c u l a r w i t h a Dor i c p o r t i c o across the e n t i r e f r o n t o f the 
house. I t i s comparable t o seve ra l o t h e r no tab le Cambridge houses o f 
the p e r i o d , n o t a b l y the S. D. Brown House a t 112 B r a t t l e S t r ee t (1846, 
Old Cambridge N a t i o n a l Regis te r D i s t r i c t ) , the E l i z a b e t h Frost Tenant 
House at 35 Bowdoin S t r ee t (1812, N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r ) , and the t w i n 
Greek Rev iva l houses a t 1707-1709 and 1715-1717 Cambridge S t r ee t (1845, 
N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r ) . , ^ , ,, 

t • 

The house was b u i l t i n 1837 f o r Mary Ann Fales, about whom nothing i s •< 
known. I n 1852, the house was rented t o Josiah Dwight Whitney, a 
professor of geology at Harvard f o r whom Mount Whitney i s named. 
Whitney's tenancy i n the house, which coincided w i t h h i s pioneering 
work at Harvard w i t h Louis Agassiz, was described as f o l l o w s : ; . 

I t chanced about the time when Josiah Whitney was e s t a b l i s h i n g 
h imself i n h i s new p r o f e s s i o n , t h a t he made the acquaintance o f two 
"funny boys," f r i e n d s o f h i s b r o t h e r W i l l i a m , - Francis C h i l d , 
l a t e r the great Anglo-Saxon scholor, and George Martin Lane, the 
L a t i n i s t , both then, as f o r the remainder o f t h e i r working l i v e s , 
teachers i n Harvard College. To the younger Cambridge set of the 
day belonged also Benjamin Apthorp Gould, the astronomer, who at 
t h a t time was determining longitudes f o r the Coast Survey. 

"Gould, Lane, and I , " Whitney wrote h i s b r o t h e r , "have been t r y i n g 
t o get a n i c e , q u i e t and r e t i r e d house i n Cambridge, f o r the 
purpose of e s t a b l i s h i n g an o l d Bachelor H a l l , t o which by a s o r t 
of counting our chickens before they were hatched, we have given 
the name of *Clover Den.'" 

A f t e r no l i t t l e t r o u b l e w i t h l a n d l o r d s who were " a f r a i d of l e t t i n g 
a house t o such young men," Clover Den f i n a l l y m a t e r i a l i z e d i t s e l f 

Fcx-̂*> i n A p r i l o f 1852 , i n the old^Mann house a t the elbow of Fol l e n 
S t r e e t , close t o the Cambridge green and j u s t o f f what i s now 
Massachusetts Avenue, but was then "the road t o Porter's." 
The three o r i g i n a l "denizens" added t o t h e i r number another 
astronomer, Jospeh Winlock, who had already begun h i s work on the 
"Nautical Almanac," and a man and h i s w i f e by the name of Marshall, 
who between them kept the house. 

)ry o f Clover Den has not yet faded out o f Cambridge. A l l 
i t s i n h a b i t a n t s were on the way t o d i s t i n c t i o n ; Lane was 
l i f e a famous w i t , and between l i n g u i s t s and men o f scienct 
.ege and Coast Survey, when a l l roads l e d t o Boston, the 
i r t a i n i n g l a r g e l y , brought t o g e t h e r a b r i l l i a n t company o f 

(see c o n t i n u a t i o n sheet) 

Staple to Inventory form at bott om 



'INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSAOiUSETTS HISTORICAL CCM^SSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston . .y" 

Community: 

Old Cambridge 

Form No: 

OC I I . B . 

Property Name: cloverden 

11 

Indicate each item on inventory fonn which is being continued below. 

During t h i s time Doctor Gould and Professor Winlock established a small 
observatory i n the back yard of Cloverden, said to be the f i r s t 
observatory i n Cambridge. , - -

The house was purchased i n 1866 by Mary Mann, mother of Horace Mann, 
who moved from Concord when her sons were ready to attend Harvard. 
The house stayed i n the Mann family u n t i l about 189 0, 

•/;•..' '-f-.i •• • • '.. 

Cloverden i s s i g n i f i c a n t under Cr i t e r i o n B f o r i t s associations with 
Whitney, Gould, and Winlock, and under C r i t e r i o n C as an important 
example of the Greek Revival s t y l e . 

Bibliography: • '• - ' ^ , . • • ;̂  .'v ' 

Brewster, Edwin Tenny, L i f e and Letters of Josiah Dwight Whitney, 
pp. 123-137, 

:yh.4 

* • >t> -

Stap le to Inven to ry form at bot tom 







8. S i g n i f i c a n c e 

t mmttmmmi 

tpmmmm Omtmm 

summary paragraph 
comp le teness 
c la r i t y 
app l i cab le c r i t e r i a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas 

checked 
relat ing signi f icance to 

the resource 
context 
re la t ionsh ip of i n teg r i t y 

to s ign i f icance 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of except ion 
other 

9 . >^ajor B i b l i o g r a p h i c a l R e f e r e n c e s 

1 0 . O e o g r a p h i c a l P a t a 

I of nemlnatM property . 

Ouadrangl* nam* 

UMT RatwvncM 

V w k a l >nM<«ry 4m%eriptimm mH4 )<Mtmcatian 

1 1 . F o r m P r e p a r e d B y 

1 2 . S t a t e H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n O f f i c e r C e r t i f i c a t i o n 
Tha tvaluatad atgnmcanca of thia propafty wttnin ttia siaia (•: 

national atatt local 

• lata Htalofic Praairvatlon Ot t i c f mnalura 

13. Other 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Ques t ions concern ing th i s nominat ion may be d i rec ted to 

Signed Date Phone: 2 0 2 2 7 2 - 3 5 0 4 

C o m m e n t s fo r any i t em may be c o n t i n u e d on an a t t a c h e d shee t 







i.' . 

i 

t 

f' • 

Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

•'i i.-' i 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000275 
.4 
i 

I? f. 

3 r: 
y' 

y i 


