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1, Name

hisoric The Old Mill

and/or common Sams

2. Location

street & number Edgartov7n - West Tisbury ROa". N./A not for publication
city, town West Tisbury NZA vicinity o
State M assachusetts code 025 county Dukes code 007
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
district public X occupied agriculture museum
X buiiding(s) X private unoccupied commercial park
structure both work in progress X educational private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object /A process yes: restricted government scientific
being considered X yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military X otherhorticultural

conservaticn

4. Owner of Property

name Martha's Vineyard Garden Club, Inc.

dreet & number Edgar town-West Tisbury Road

city, town West Tisbury Kj-A vicinity o dae Massachusetts
5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, regigry of deeds, etc. Dukes County Courthouse

street & number Main Street

city, town Edgartown dae Massachusetts

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Inventory of the Historic
titte Assets of the Commonwealth,# | hes this property bean daermined digible? yes no

federal y state county local
depoditory for survey records M assachusetts Historical Commission

city, town Boston dae Massachusetts



/. DeSCI‘iption The Old Mill, West Tisbury, Massachusetts

Condition Check one Check one
X excellent deteriorated unaltered X original site
good ruins X altered moved date N/A
fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

Occupying a site utilized for industrial purposes as early as ca.l 650, t he

Ood M Il (ca.l1848), a small, 2i5-story, frame building of utilitarian design,
is setinto a south facing slope abutting the Edgartown-West Tisbury Road.
Across theroad (north) lies themill pond. Three water diversions flow
from t hepond through road culverts: Mill Brook forms theeastern property
bound; Factory Brook skirts thewestern line and Red Brook (probably the
original power source) flows, through a conduit under themill, emerging
about 10 feet south t ojoin M|l Brook. This nomnation includes approxi-

mately 26 acres south of Edgartown-West Tisbury Road, including the mill
buildings andwell maintained, naturally vegetated grounds with a screened
parking area. Wthin thearea immediately surrounding thepropertyare:

the mill pond anda small frame building, once a one-room school andnow

the West T-isbury Police Station (north); mnmeadowli and and an ol dcranberry

bog (south); woodl and (west andeast). Several single-famly housesare,
scattered I nthevicinity» :

The nost promi nent features of thed d MII are the spare, clean |ines of

its functional design, enhanced by the use of contrasting materials (wood

and brick)and its steeply sloped siting. |In plan, the building consists of

a main rectangul ar bl ock 2h-stories inheight with an east |~ "-story extension

(contenporaneous). Both sit on foundations of nortared rubbl estone bel ow
grade (west, north and east) and brick above grade (all elevations). Along
granite slata set in the north foundation wall spans an opening for the
wat er power source (Red Brook)..The upper frane story of the building was
originally sided with cl apboard over. horizontal sheathing; the clapboards
have been replaced tw x:e wit”h, shingles, nost recently in.1982. , Boththe
mai n block and ell are covered with parallel ridged gable roofs wth wood

shingl es (replacenents),. , '

The building i s trimmed with simple wood cornerboards, cornice and gable
boards. The wi ndows, typically regularly spaced, 6/6 double-hung sash, are
also simply framed. A wood deck andexterior stairway constructed t o conform
to modern building code requirements has unadorned rails andposts. Following

are descriptionsof each elevation:

North: Overlooking theroad, thenorth elevation (min section) i sfour
bays wide, although themst westerly bay has been shingled over. A row of
seven foundation windows running along themain block andel | have been

bricked over.

South: The main block i sagain four bays wide with thelower brick story
having three 6/6 v/iindows and a solid wooden door andt heupper story having
four 6/6 windows. Theel |lcontains a secondary entry flanked by 6/6 wi ndows.

East: A wooden deck replacing a somewhat earlier one and stairs terminating
on theeastern end of t hesouth side have recently been added. Belowt he
deck i sa small projecting roomcontainingtoilet facilities (recent

(Continued)
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addition). | t has been shingled and has a single horizontal wi ndow pane.

To the right and left are 6/6 wi ndows. There are also two 6/6 w ndows in
the second story on either side of a double, solid wooden door giving
access to the deck. In the gable field, two 6/6 w ndows are framed
together with a Iow wooden door set between them The ridge beam extends
about three feet and was previously used as a hoist.

West: The extension has, from left to right, one 33 w ndow and two 6/6
wi ndows. The gable is shingled. The main building has one 6/6 w ndow on
either side of the extension gable ridge and a single 6/6 w ndow inits

own gable field.

The interior plan consists of a single roomon each of three floors. The
| ower story is connected to the second by a simple wooden stairway on the
north side and the upper story is reached by a pull-down stairway (new on
the north side. Joists are exposed in all ceilings and al |l visible wood
has either darkened naturally or been stained. Walls of the l[ower story,
brick or brick and rubble, are painted white. Since the roomis used for
meetings, there is a low platformat the western end. lighted shadowboxes
for displaying flowers between the wi ndows, and a sink and cabinets bel ow
the stairs. The most interesting feature i s the exposed siding under the

extension gable. | t i s conposed of horizontal, butted, varied width boards
on which is mounted a wooden grain cradle. The second story has exposed
corner posts, horizontal boards to sill height and plaster above in nost
sections. The floor is varied width boards, as is the attic floor. Although

the windows have been recently replaced, mnmuch of the older glass has been
reused.

Because the building has been put to such a variety of uses, there have been
a nunber of alterations over time. The extension was probably added soon

after 1848 and is present in all known pictures of the Mill. A door to the
east has been bricked up in the lowest level, and the street level door on
the north was elimnated at the time of the Garden Club purchase. The

joints and floor boards indicate frequent interior changes to accommodate

a variety of machinery. The Garden Club (after 194 2) had three iron | beans
installed to assist in supporting the second floor and also had a concrete
floor with heating coils [aid at ground level

Little evidence of the water power system is visible at the site. I tis
unknown whet her or not any subsurface structural remains exist. Neverthel ess
the water sources are still present; careful field investigationwould

provide a determination of the extent which remains. The grounds bear
traces of an early road which passed by the mill on the west side.



8. Significance The Ol dMill. West Tisburv. Massachusetts

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion
1400-1499 X _ archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 _X_ agriculture economics literature sculpture

X 1600-1699 architecture education military social/
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian

X 1800-1899 _X_ commerce . exploration/settlement philosophy theater

X 1900- communications _X_ industry politics/government transportation

invention other (specify)
Specific dates 184 8 Builder/Architect Uiknown

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Ol dMill retains integrity of location, setting, design, materials,
wor kmanshi p and association. | ti slocally significant as the ol dest
extant industrial building i nthecomunity and i sa fine and well
preserved exanple of itstype. Additionally, theO dM Il and its site
possess strong historical associations with thedevel opment of t he West
Tisbury area from theearly 17thcentury tothepresent and were owned
by several prominent Martha's Vineyard citizens, most notably Captain
Thormas Bradley i nthe 19t hcentury. Throughout it shistory," therefore,
the building has reflected, through different uses, changes i n social
climate, technology, commerce and industry. Finally, on thebasis cf
traditional references touse by Native American populations andt he
likelihood of extant historic period subsurface remains, the property
may potentially yield information important i nboth prehistory and
history. Thus, theO dM Il meets criteria A B C and potentially D
of theNational Register of Historic Places.

The Ol dMill i straditionally held tobe located i nan area utilized
by Native Americans. European associations with thesite began
about 16 50 when three early English settlers at Great Harbor (now
Edgartown), including Josiah Standish, son of Miles Standish, purchased

the site from the lIndians. Their interest initlayinthefact that
it was themst conveniently located site tothe "great plains" farm
land t oestablishagrist mill. By 1670 themill appears t o have been
abandoned, but i n 1688 when i t cane into t hepossession of theCottle
fam |y, records again refer toitsuseas amll. After 1770 i t was
run by the Chase family, and i n18 09 David Look, who already owned
another grist mill on New Mill River purchased it, installed carding
machi nes and [ ooms, converting i t for theproduction of cloth.

Look's action heralded a new era of success for themill which |asted
until the 1870s, forging a link between thelsland s most important
econom c activities, agriculture and maritime industries. Satinet, the
dense woolen fabric woven at themill, was so favored for seamen's
clothing that i twas said one jacket would last a lifetime and could

be passed on i nawill. Not coincidentally, thedemse of themill in
the 1870s paralleled thedecline of thewhaling industry.

The most notable owner of themill during this period was Captain Thonas
Bradl ey, who purchased theproperty from Look's widow i n184 5 for $1, 800,

(Continued)



9. Major Bibliographical References

See Continuation Sheet,

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property 26 acres [approximately)
OiiarirangiP namp Vineyard Haven, Mass. Quadrangle scale 1: 7?5, DOn

UMT References

Ah 91 hiei 2 200 Ul d8iZb QI Ld bislob 158 n Uisb 121 20 in

Zone Easting
cln9 1316nh IA) I

_|- L1 J-J.

Verbal boundary description and justification The nomination boundaries conform to current
ownership and include a portion of the land historically associated with the
mill, encompassing both an appropriate setting and potential associated sub-
surface remains. Please refer to attached assessor's maps.

List ail states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

Northing Zone  Easting Northing

DLQJ BI6l oil IQI d UI "8 12 3710
It 1-L

state code county code

N/A
state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

Virginia A. Fitch, Preservation Planner (MHCli with Louise Tate King,
nameftite West Tisbury Historic District Study Committee and Marion Halperin,
Member, William Street Historic District Commission

organization M assachusetts Historical Commissiondate November 15, 1983
sreet & number 294 Washington Street telephone (617) 727-8470

city or town Boston date M assachusetts 02108

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state X local
As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.
State Historic Preservation Officer signature [AMA-CE A

- State Historic Preservation Officer,
title Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion dte J?/3aAy

For NPS use only
| hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register

date

per of the National Register

Attest: date
Chief of Registration
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By July 9, 1848, the Gazette described thenew building he had erected
on thesite of the "dilapidated Look Mill." This i sthe building
currently standing. Bradley was a retired whaling master from Hol mes’
Hol e (nowVineyard Flaven) . The mill represents one of a number of
mercantile and entreprenurial activities of hislater life. Per haps
his most significant contribution tothedevelopment of thelsland was
his purchase of |and above Hol mes' Hol e which he subdivided and
sold for residential construction. Today this area forms thenucleus of
the Wil liamStreet Historic District (NR 1983). I n 1859, Bradley sold
the property t o Henry Cleveland, whose |ast known advertisement f or
wool en cloth appeared i n 18 73. | t then passed t o Thomas Campbell,
Cleveland's son-in-law, i n1874, and i n1879 Ms. Canpbell soldthe
Engl i sh-made machinery and loonms f orjunk and t he6-foot diameter iron
mll wheel forscrap toa local blacksmith.

Bet ween 1897 and 1937, theO dMill was used for a variety of purposes,
inlcuding a tearoom sandwi ch shop, art gallery and auction house. Rental
(beginning i n1937) and eventual purchase (1942) of theproperty bythe
Martha's Vineyard Garden Club has provided continuing ownership by an
organi zation which has shown contemporary concerns for historic preserva-
tion, conservation, education and horticulture of native plant materials.
The property i sfurther protected by i tslocation within theWst Tisbury

Local Historic District.

Reflecting use changes over time, alterations tothebuilding have been
frequent, but mnimal. Most obvious, and a commobn occurrence i n

industrial buildings of theperiod, themill wheel and machinery are no
longer i nplace. Alterations tothebuilding, both cosmetic and structural,
and tothelandscaping have retained thehistoric character of the plan
and elevation of themill i nan historically appropriate setting. As

it stands today, the Ol dM Il displays thetypical characteristics of

19th century vernacular industrial design, which i sderived from functional
pl acement of openings, increased wi ndow space due totheavailability of
larger panes, and straightforward use of locally produced materials. In
plan and form thebuilding relates closely tocontemporary simple houses
and institutional structures such as thesimilar but smaller schoolhouse

nearby.

The land surrounding theOl dMill should be considered t ocontain potentially
rich deposits of prehistoric and historic cultural material as well as
evidence of past |and use and subsistence patterns. Seven prehistoric

sites areknown toexist directly south of theproperty along Tisbury

Great Pond and extensive collections have been amassed by local avocational
collectors tothewest and north. The evidence from these areas indicates
that the West Tisbury area was occupied from t he M ddle Archaic through

(Continued)
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Late Woodl and periods (7,000 years before present t 01600) supporting
intensive andvaried useby prehistoric populations. Systematic survey

of theOl dM Il property i stherefore likely toyield additional information
which will ai di nour understanding of thearea' s history. Similarly,
research oriented excavation designed t olocate, identify and evaluate
historic archaeological resources i slikely toprovide significant

g
insight into changing industrial technology from them d17th through
late 19t h centuries.

9. MAICR Bl BLI OGRAPHI CAL REFERENCES

Banks, History of Martha's Vineyard, Vols. I , 11, ©11.
Riggs, Dionis Coffin, FromOff-Island, a novel.
Assessors' Records, Town of West Tisbury.

Assessors' Records, Town of Tisbury.

Dukes County Historical Society, Edgartwon, Mass. 02539.
Registry of Deeds, Dukes County, Edgartown, Mass. 02539.

Oral interviews with West Tibury residents: Allen Look, Alice
Mat hewson, Willis Gifford, Ms. Flavel Gifford, Dionis Coffin Riggs.
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Category
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Ownership
Public Acquisition

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation In Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible?

7. Description

Condition

o excellent |
good |

cn fair |

| deteriorated
| ruins
| unexposed
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cn summary paragraph
cn completeness
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8. Slgn'rficance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph}

e summary paragraph

cn completeness- i 0,.

cn clarity

cn applicable criteria

cn justification of areas checked

cn relating significance to the resource

« context

cn relationship of integrity to significance
cn justification of exception

cn other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

cn Maps
cn Photographs
e Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed Date

Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet






























COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
iiiiiiimi Office of the Secretary of State

MASSACHUSETTS 2594 Was'\t;lingtonh Street
oston, Massachusetts
HISTORICAL 02108 MICHAELJOSEPH CONNOLLY
COMMISSION 617-727-8470 Secretary of State

February 23, 1984

Ms Carol Shull, Chief

National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

Department of the Interior

18th and C Streets, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Ms Shull:
Encl osed youwi |l find thefollowing nonination forns;

Boston - Moreland Street Historic District (local)
Monterey - Captain John Brewer House (local)

Mel rose - Larrabee's Brick Block (local)

Monson - W liam Norcross House (local)

Vést Tisbury - The A dM Il (local)

Al'l have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have been signed
by the State Historic Preservation Officer. Qanerswere notified of pending
State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before theneeting and were
afforded t heopportunity t ocomment. Coments received t odate are attached
to thenonination forms.

Sincerely,

Candace (ClenH ns
Preservation Planning Director
Massachusetts Historical Coimssion

CJ/ hi
Encl osures



