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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Robbinsdale Library is a one story wood frame building of a rectangular
shape with stucco and brick siding. The color scheme is white with brown and
vellow trim., The building has a full basement with concrete block foundation and
plaster walls, There are two entrances, the main entrance is double-doored in the
front of the building and there is a below ground entrance to the basement on the
east side of the building. There are several frame windows; seven on the front,
thirteen on the east side, nine on the back and six on the west side, and a
chimney near the front alcove. The front alcove is porch like in appearance.

The roof shape is gable and the building has one bay and one dormer, The trim
work is distinctive,

The first floor of the building contains the library proper. It has hardwood
floors and plaster walls. The floor plan of the single room is shaped like an H.
The lot on which the building stands is well treed,

The basement is divided into four rooms excluding the two restrooms., The
largest room is the Club room where community groups meet, It is connected to
a full kitchen. The Club room includes a large bookcase where the library's
first books were kept in 1904, It is now used as a display case for antique
pewter and china pieces the Club has gathered over the years. The Club room also
includes the first Librarian's desk now used as the Chairman's table,

The other basement rooms are a puppet theatre for children's story hour
presentations and a storage room for library periodicals, Two sets of stairs
connect the basement to the Library, one just inside the front door leading to
the restrooms.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The building is significant in that it represents the efforts of a group, the
Robbinsdale Library Club, which began in 1907 and has functioned continuously since
that date. The Club not only raised the funds to purchase initial library materials
but also secured the monies to build the Library itself., The year the Library
was built, 1925, all of the service organizations and clubs in Robbinsdale dedicated
their fund-raising efforts to helping the Library project. Although the operating
function of the Library was turned over to Hennepin County in 1922, even before
the building itself was constructed, the Club continued to own and maintain the
building until 1976, when it was donated to the City of Robbinsdale. Their purpose
was to provide the residents of the Robbinsdale area with the opportunity to
improve their lives and gain enjoyment through reading. They demonstrated the self-
help culture prevalent in America at the turn-of-the-century by doing it on their
own without government funding or foundation assistance. The building is a symbol of
both the Community's dedication to learning and its efforts to implement that
dedication. The result was a structure which served not only its intended educa-
tional and recreational functions, but became a focal point of the community as
well, It has been doing so for over 50 years.
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~ VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRlPTION
The property nominated is bounded on the north by 42nd Avenue North, on the
east by Railroad Avenue, on the south by the alley between Quail Avenue North

and Railroad Avenue and on the south by an imaginary line between said alley
and Railroad Avenue parallel to ahd 150 feet south of 42nd Avenue North,
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