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The Spofford-Barnes House, built i n1749, i slocated on a narrowrural road

in East Boxford, mdway between t he Howe Village and Boxford Village Historic
Districts.It faces south towards m xed field, wood, and | ow ands. The gener-
al area i ssuburban-residential. Although theareai sfully devel oped, the
near by houses arewidely spaced i nresponse t otheprevailing two-acre zoning
m ni muns. The ol dbarn, 100 feet west of t hehouse, was t he hone of t he Kel sey
Nursery from 1928-1952 and i s surrounded by an arboretum of mature trees and
plantings, mostly hybrid rhododendron and azal ea, ipany of which arerare. The
Spof f ord- Barnes House, owned by ,the Kel sey famly from 1926-1961, i s also

wel |l planted. On thenorth is/an open field backed by woodl and.

The symmetrical 27-story Colonial house i sof center entrance, center chimey

design, and i scovered with white painted clapboard. | ti sfive bays w de
and two deep. The wood shingled ridge roof i sinterrupted by a massive centei
chimey forward of t hepeak. The 2'*-story e:ll, three bays long and t wo wi de,

extends fromt henortheast end and has a small chimey i nt hegable endat

the ridge peak. The | owfoundation of thehouse i sof field stone. The front
(south) center entrance has a modest hi proof "sentry box" vestibule which
was added shortly after theCivil War. The door i sof appropriate double-
crossed construction, and flanked by narrowvertical lights. The east and
west facades have entrances off-center t othenorth of t hepeak, with single-
crossed modern doors containing lights i ntheupper half. The el |l hastwo
similar nodern doors.

The windows areregularly spaced, double-hung, with a m x of sash(6/6, 6/9,
and 8/12) and have sinple wooden |intels and sills. O thefacade, there are
a pair- of windoys on e®h side of. the fjront, door;, four .windows are set evenly
above on t hesecond floor and a fifth i sset over :the door. n the, west
elevation t hewindows on thefirfet and second floors are set two above t wo,
with a single window under t hepeak on thethird floor. The east elevationis
like t hewest except for two additional w ndows, a small one tothenorth on
the third floor and one t othenorth onthefirst floor adjoining the ell.
Wndows i ntheell are6/6, with thefirst and second floor windows on t he
east elevation set two above two. On thenorth elevations there aretwo bays
on t hesecond floor and a small one on thethird floor under t hepeak, and on
the west elevation there aretwoon thefirst floor and one on t he second.
The north elevation of t hemain house has two windows on thefirst floor and
two offset on t hesecond.

The house was originally built i ntheclassic salt box configuration. The

known changes are chronologically listed hereafter. 1 n1792 t hewest parlor
paneling was brought fromtheol dAaron Wod House, and t heclock recess nade

in theeast roomceiling. 1 n1852 theback of t hehouse was raised to two

full stories(this accounts for thechimey being forward of t heooof peak,
having been at t hepeak of theoriginal salt box roof). I n 1860 Indian shutte|rs
were renmoved fromt hewest parlor and al | new windows installed i nthehouse.
Shortly-thereafter, the' "sentry box" entrance was added t othefront. | n187

the- el | (old summer kitchen) was raised totwo full stories and t hewest end
door cut i nwith an open porch that was later renoved. About 1928 t he house
(in grave dispair) was restored with new clapboards and wi ndows, although

sone wi ndowsTrPthe el | appear t odate back t o 1877. West side flooringi s
— cont' d
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Spofford-Barney House i ssignificant for tworeasons. First, i t was the
home of Lydia War/en (Spofford),1745-1839, who, i n1775, hadsingle-handedly
taken thefirst prisoner i ntheRevolutionary Wr. Sheresided in"the house
for thelast 47 years of her life. Lydia's husband, Benjam n Spof'ford, was
significant totown history asthekey figure i nthetraumatic formation of
the Third Congregational Church i n Boxford. Although the -house wasbuilt i n
1749 by Paul PritcKard, a house-wright, i ti snore properly named for the
famly which livec® i ni t for 124 years, from 1789t o 1911.  (Benjamn Spoff-
ord's daughter,Sally, married Phineas Barnes i n 1807).

LYD A WARREIN SPOFFORD  (1745-1839)

Benjam n Spof ford was t hethird owner of t he Spof ford-B&rnes House. | n 1792
he married " .Lydia Wod, a neighbor. Lydia wasthew dow

of Aaron Wod, who was a representativefrom Boxford before and duringt he
Revol utionary War, a justice of t he "Peace and Quorum’ under King George, and
|l ater a Senator and nenber of t he Governor's Council. Lydia's first husband
was David Barnard of Watertown, a Mnute Mani nt heRevolution. | twas at
that time that Lydia was confronted with events that led t oher captureof
a"Red Coat" onApril 19,1775. Thus shei sknown for taking thefirst prisoner
of theRevolutionary War. Shedied i nBoxford i n1939 arid was buried a shorif:
di stance from t hehouse i nHarmony Cenetery beside her second husband, Aaron
Vod.

BENDAM N SPOFFQRD  (1752-1836)

Benj ami n Spofford bought t hehouse from Anos Perley about a year or two afte;:
Spofford's first marriage i n1786, and he lived there until shortly before

his death, when, duetoinfirmties of age, hewent t oGeorgetown t o be
cared for byhis daughter. | twas i n1808 that Boxford's fanmous "sheep case
started, with Benjam n Spofford being t hekey person involved. Wile strictf.y
a local matter, this mnor incident escalated i ninportance, until,in 1825,

it split thelocal church, caused theformation of theThird Congregational
Church of Boxford, and was probably thesingle nost disruptive factor i n the
town's history fromthetime of theWar of 1812 totheCivil War.

The house also contains nmany notable architectural features. 1tisa well-
preserved center entrance, center-chimey Colonial, a fine exanple of its
period. Despite theinevitable modificationsand enlargements that have
taken place ontheoriginal salt box configuration, nmuch of the original
fabric remins. However, i ti stheinterior, theoriginal four front roomns,
which qualify asespecially significant. e
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