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The Spofford-Barnes House, b u i l t i n 1749, i s located on a narrow r u r a l road 
i n East Boxford, midway between the Howe Village and Boxford Village Historic 
D i s t r i c t s . l t faces south towards mixed f i e l d , wood, and lowlands. The gener­
a l area i s suburban-residential. Although the area i s f u l l y developed, the 
nearby houses are widely spaced i n response to the prevailing two-acre zoning 
minimums. The old barn, 100 feet west of the house, was the home of the Kelsey 
Nursery from 1928-1952 and i s surrounded by an arboretum of mature trees and 
plantings, mostly hybrid rhododendron and azalea, ipany of which are rare. The 
Spofford-Barnes House, owned by ,the Kelsey family from 1926-1961, i s also 
well planted. On the north is/an open f i e l d backed by woodland. 

The symmetrical 2^-story Colonial house i s of center entrance,center chimney 
design, and i s covered with white painted clapboard. I t i s f i v e bays wide 
and two deep. The wood shingled ridge roof i s interrupted by a massive centei 
chimney forward of the peak. The 2'^-story e : l l , three bays long and two wide, 
extends from the northeast end and has a small chimney i n the gable end at 
the ridge peak. The low foundation of the house i s of f i e l d stone. The front 
(south) center entrance has a modest hip roof "sentry box" vestibule which 
was added shortly a f t e r the C i v i l War. The door i s of appropriate double-
crossed construction, and flanked by narrow v e r t i c a l l i g h t s . The east and 
west facades have entrances off-center t o the north of the peak, with single-
crossed modern doors containing l i g h t s i n the upper h a l f . The e l l has two 
similar modern doors. 

The windows are regularly spaced, double-hung, with a mix of sash (6/6, 6/9, 
and 8/12) and have simple wooden l i n t e l s and s i l l s . On the facade, there are 
a pair- of windoys on e^h side of. the fjront, door;, four .windows are set evenly 
above on the second f l o o r and a f i f t h i s set over :the door. On the, west 
elevation the windows on the f i r f e t and second floors are set two above two, 
with a single window under the peak on the t h i r d f l o o r . The east elevation is 
l i k e the west except for two additional windows, a small one to the north on 
the t h i r d f l o o r and one to the north on the f i r s t f l o o r adjoining the e l l . 
Windows i n the e l l are 6/6, with the f i r s t and second f l o o r windows on the 
east elevation set two above two. On the north elevations there are two bays 
on the second f l o o r and a small one on the t h i r d f l o o r under the peak, and on 
the west elevation there are two on the f i r s t f l o o r and one on the second. 
The north elevation of the main house has two windows on the f i r s t f l o o r and 
two off s e t on the second. 

The house was o r i g i n a l l y b u i l t i n the classic s a l t box configuration. The 
known changes are chronologically l i s t e d hereafter. I n 1792 the west parlor 
paneling was brought from the old Aaron Wood House, and the clock recess made 
i n the east room c e i l i n g . I n 1852 the back of the house was raised to two 
f u l l stories (this accounts for the chimney being forward of the ooof peak, 
having been at the peak of the o r i g i n a l s a l t box r o o f ) . I n 1860 Indian shutte|rs 
were removed from the west parlor and a l l new windows i n s t a l l e d i n the house. 
Shortly-thereafter, the'"sentry box" entrance was added to the f r o n t . I n 187 
the- e l l (old summer kitchen) was raised to two f u l l stories and the west end 
door cut i n with an open porch that was l a t e r removed. About 1928 the house 
(in grave dispair) was restored with new clapboards and windows, although 
some windowsTrPthe e l l appear to date back to 1877. West side f l o o r i n g i s 
— cont' d — — — 
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S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

The Spofford-Barney House i s s i g n i f i c a n t for two reasons. F i r s t , i t was the 
home of Lydia War/en (Spofford),1745-1839, who, i n 1775, had single-handedly 
taken the f i r s t prisoner i n the Revolutionary War. She resided in"the house 
for the last 47 years of her l i f e . Lydia's husband,Benjamin Spof'ford, was 
sig n i f i c a n t to town history as the key figure i n the traumatic formation of 
the Third Congregational Church i n Boxford. Although the -house was b u i l t i n 
1749 by Paul PritcKard, a house-wright, i t i s more properly named for the 
family which livec^ i n i t for 124 years, from 1789 to 1911. (Benjamin Spoff-
ord's daughter,Sally, married Phineas Barnes i n 1807). 

LYDIA WARREN SPOFFORD (1745-1839) 
Benjamin Spof ford was the t h i r d owner of the Spof ford-B&.rnes House. I n 1792 
he married " .Lydia Wood, a neighbor. Lydia was the widow 
of Aaron Wood, who was a representative from Boxford before and during the 
Revolutionary War, a ju s t i c e of the "Peace and Quorum" under King George, and 
later a Senator and member of the Governor's Council. Lydia's f i r s t husband 
was David Barnard of Watertown, a Minute Man i n the Revolution. I t was at 
that time that Lydia was confronted with events that led to her capture of 
a"Red Coat" on A p r i l 19,1775. Thus she i s known for taking the f i r s t prisoner 
of the Revolutionary War. She died i n Boxford i n 1939 arid was buried a shorif: 
distance from the house i n Harmony Cemetery beside her second husband,Aaron 
Wood. 

BENJAMIN SPOFFORD (1752-1836) 
Benjamin Spofford bought the house from Amos Perley about a year or two afte;: 
Spofford's f i r s t marriage i n 1786, and he lived there u n t i l shortly before 
his death, when, due to i n f i r m i t i e s of age, he went to Georgetown to be 
cared for by his daughter. I t was i n 1808 that Boxford's famous "sheep case 
started, with Benjamin Spofford being the key person involved. While strictf.y 
a local matter, t h i s minor incident escalated i n importance, u n t i l , i n 1825, 
i t s p l i t the local church, caused the formation of the Third Congregational 
Church of Boxford, and was probably the single most disruptive factor i n the 
town's history from the time of the War of 1812 to the C i v i l War. 

The house also contains many notable arc h i t e c t u r a l features. I t i s a well-
preserved center entrance, center-chimney Colonial, a fine example of i t s 
period. Despite the inevitable modifications and enlargements that have 
taken place on the o r i g i n a l s a l t box configuration, much of the o r i g i n a l 
fabric remains. However, i t i s the i n t e r i o r , the o r i g i n a l four front rooms, 

which q u a l i f y as especially s i g n i f i c a n t . • ' 
cont'd 
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