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1 . Name of Property 
historic name Border C i t y M i l l #2 
other names/site number 

2. Locat ion 
N/A I not for publication street & number One Weaver S t ree t 
N / A I vicinity city, town F a l l R iver 

zip code 02722 state Massachusetts code MA county B r i s t o l code 005 

3. Classif ication 
Ownership of Property 

private 
I I public-local 
I I public-State 
I I public-Federal 

Category of Property 
[ x l building(s) 
I I district 
I I site 
I I structure 
I I object , 

Number of Resources within Property 

'\4 

Contributing 
1 

Noncontributing 
0 buildings 

sites 
structures 
objects , ^ . 

O Total 

Name of related multiple property listing: 
V^W River 

• -f.« Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register 9 

4. State/Federal Agency Cert i f icat ion 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
Q nomination CH request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 
In my opinion, the property H meets CUdoes not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 

TSre"Director, Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Da,gCotamissibn; 

r opinion, the property H meets 

ture of certifying official Execs i t ] Signature 

State H i s t o r i c P re se rva t ion O f f i c e r 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property CH meets Q d o e s not meet the National Register criteria. CUsee continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

5. National Park Service Cert i f icat ion 
I, hereby, certify that this property is: 

entered in the National Register. 
I I See continuation sheet. 

I I determined eligible for the National 
Register. See continuation sheet. 

I I determined not eligible for the 
National Register. 

I I removed from the National Register, 
n other, (explain:) 

Euteroa 1n the 
Batlonal Besl9*«^ 

gnature of the Keeper Date of Action 



Border City M i l l #2, F a l l River, Massachusetts 

6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
• I n d u s t r y / M a n u f a c t u r i n g f a c i l i t y 

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
D o m e s t i c / M u l t i p l e d w e l l i n g 

7. Descrlptlbn 
Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions) 

Late Vic t o r i a n / I t a l i a n a t e 

Materials (enter categories from instructions) 

' foundation G r a n i t e 
walls Brick 

roof Slate 
Qther Limestone, Cast i r o n . Wood 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

The Border City M i l l #2, Fal l River, Massachusetts, was constructed in 1873 
a f te r plans by Josiah Brown. I t i s the oldest and largest surviv ing structure 
w i th in what was once the sprawling Border City M i l l complex. The bu i ld ing 
incorporates many of the I ta l iana te de ta i l s common to m i l l s i n Fal l River. 
Josiah Brown, said to be Fal l River 's f i r s t professional a rch i tec t , i s 
credi ted with the design of several other important Fal l River bu i ld ings , 
including the Union and Robeson M i l l s and the F i r s t Baptist Church. The 
Robeson M i l l , l i k e the Border City M i l l , i s constructed of b r i ck , a r a r i t y i n 
Fal l River otherwise largely characterized by granite m i l l construct ion. 

Located on the south bank of the Taunton River (now separated from i t by Route 
79) , M i l l #2 i s the only one of three surviv ing masonry m i l l bui ld ings to ^ 4-
re ta in i t s or ig ina l appearance. The main m i l l block has a very shallow .- . 
dent i la ted and corbel led eave, rel ieved at each of the mid-points of the north 
and south sides of the east and west wal ls by small decorative pediments. - • 
While the f i ve -s to ry (plus basement) main block of M i l l #2 measures 33 feet X 
73 feet o v e r a l l , a three-story (plus basement) former picker house wing of 45 
fee t X 75 feet extends to the rear or west j u s t south of the midpoint of the 
main block. A two-story former bo i ler house measuring 50 feet X 75 feet 
o v e r a l l , and also constructed of b r i ck , i s p a r t i a l l y connected to the picker - -
house wing at i t s southeast corner. The bo i le r house stack has been removed. 

A l l three of these interconnected structures have shallow-pitched gable r 
roofs . The main m i l l s t ruc ture , l a i d in stretcher bond, rests on a high " • 
dressed grani te base and contains p i lastered and arcaded panel facades. A 
square e ight -s tory campanile capped by an open be l f ry with a be l l - cas t or ogee 
roof projects from the f ron t of the main block's east facade. This 
incorporates various decorative elements, inc luding recessed panels, and a 
grani te be l t course and keystones at the uppermost section of the tower. The 
be l f ry contains paired round-head arches on each of i t s four sides and i s 
unique to Fal l River, with the only other example found on the tower of the 
Mechanic's M i l l , demolished i n the early 1980s. A large limestone tab le t 
inscr ibed with the words "Border City M i l l s " i s set in to the f r o n t , or east 
face of the campanile above the f i f t h f l oo r l e v e l , and a smaller one 
containing the date 1873 i s located w i th in the brickwork over the main > 
entrance. . ' : ' " 

n n See continuation sheet 
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Fenestration consists of multi-light metal sash installed in 1988 as a 
replacement for a mixture of original and replacement wood sash too badly 
deteriorated for continued use in a residential context. The new sash match 
the muntin configuration of the original 12/12 sash, and bear a very close 
resemblance to their wood predecessors. 

The remaining exterior element of significance, and again, unique to Fall 
River, is a series of six intact original decorative cast-iron fire escapes. 
These are situated two on each of the long facades, and one on each of the end 
walls of the main block. According to William Finch, who reported on the mill 
in a 1983 report, after a disastrous fire swept the Granite Mills in 1874, 
presumably with loss of l i f e , fire escapes became common on Fall River mills. 
The Border City Mill #2 is the only mill in Fall River to have retained its 
fire escapes, and hence these are a more significant architectural feature to 
Fall River than they might be elsewhere. In addition however, the highly 
stylized nature of the mill's escapes imparts an additional artistic merit to 
them which is uncommon even to the larger region. 

The interior of the mill has been completely retro-fitted for use as 
residential apartments, and contains no original fabric except exposed wood 
center posts on the basement level. A main stair within the bell tower was 
evaluated for structural integrity and possible reuse in connection with the 
mill's recent conversion to apartment use, and was found to be deficient to 
the point where the engineers recommended its immediate disassembly as a 
safety hazard. The stair tower space has been incorporated into the 
residential rehabilitation. 

" (continued) 
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Archaeological Description 

While no prehistoric sites are currently recorded on the mill property, i t is 
possible that sites are present. Two known prehistoric sites are recorded in 
the general area (within one mile). This factor and the close proximity of 
the property to the Taunton River and filled estuary indicates a reasonable 
potential for locating sites. Archaeological testing should be performed to 
determine the extent of disturbance and/or fi l l i n g of the buried coastline 
from mill construction. There is also a potential for locating historic 
archaeological resources on the property. Background research and 
archaeological testing can determine i f sub-surface survivals exist of 
structures no longer extant and contribute data pertaining to the layout of 
the entire complex. Engineering features may also be present below ground < 
relating to early power or construction of the mills. Historic archaeological 
survivals may also exist in filled areas along the coast where barges, vessels 
or other culturally important f i l l s (trash) may have been used as f i l l 
material. 

r A'::: , - (end) 



Border City M i l l #2, F a l l River, Massachusetts 
8. Statement of Significance 
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

I I nationally I I statewide [x1 locally . -

Applicable National Register Criteria \ X } A \ Z ] B [ X ] C -* y j -

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) ^ C • £ ^ F I I G 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates 
Architecture 1873-1939 N/A 
Industry 

Cultural Affiliation 

Significant Person Architect/Builder 
Brown, Jos iah 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted atx>ve. 

The oldest and largest surviving mill in the Border City Mill Complex 
(1872-1889), Mill #2 stands alone in a highly visible location along Route 79 
in Fall River. The Border City Mill #2 meets Criteria A and C of the National 
Register of Historic Places on the local level as a good example of third 
quarter 19th century Italianate mill architecture with strong associations 
with the development of the textile industry in Fall River. I t was designed by 
Josiah Brown, considered to have been Fall River's first professional 
architect. 

In 1868, with the building of the Mechanicsville Mill on the Taunton River, 
the northern section of Fall River was opened to industrial expansion. The 
Weetamoe Mills followed in 1870, and in 1872, three companies (Border City, 
Sagamore, and Narragansett) began building. Located on the Taunton River at 
its junction with Mt. Hope Bay, these northern mills were the first industrial 
ventures not located on the Quequechan River. 

According to 19th century history. Fall River and its industries (1879), "The 
site chosen had admirable facilities for the transaction of business, a good 
depth of water on the west, where a wharf was easily constructed for the 
reception of buildings material, coal, cotton, freight, etc., while on the 
east was the Old Colony Railroad, from which a spur was built directly past 
the doors of the mill to the wharf, and by which cloth and supplies could . 
readily be shipped north and south." (p.144) The long distance overland to 
the sources of Fall River granite in comparison to the ease of transport of 
brick to the site by water, dictated the use of brick along the Taunton River. 

"Border City" was the name that was often applied to Fall River because of its 
proximity to Rhode Island. The Border City Mills, organized in 1872 by George 
T. Hathaway, Esq., of Boston, with Mssrs. S. Angier Chace, Chester W. Green of 
Fall River, and James A. Hathaway, also of Boston, solicited subscriptions J 
totalling one million dollars in capital. The stock was taken over by one 
hundred fi f t y subscribers. S. A. Chace was elected President, George T, .-̂  

"x] See continuation sheet 



9. Major Bibliographical References 

• •• •'-.•Y — -- ••••• '-••-••-^^-r;' 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 
I I preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) 

has been requested 
I I previously listed in the National Register 
I 1 previously determined eligible by the National Register 
I [designated a National Historic Landmark 
I I recorded by Historic American Buildings 

Survey # . 
I I recorded by Historic American Engineering « ,^ ^ 

Record # 

f x l See continuation sheet ; ' 

Primary location of additional data: 
r Fxl State historic preservation office 

I I Other State agency 
, :''>.. I I Federal agency 

I I Local government 
I I University 

. ; • Other i , - J . ^ 
Specify repository: 

' Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of property Approximate ly 4 acres 

B 
UTM References 
A L 1 L ? | I 31 2, II 9, 0| 0| I 4 61 2| 1| 5, 6, 0| 

Zone Easting Northing H f . ; Zone Easting 

C l I I I I I I I I I I I I I I i I I J i- .3r,v D L U I I I I I I I 

, ' ; , s V - , . I I See continuation sheet 

I 1 I 
Northing 

I I I I 

Verbal Boundary Description 
Bounded on the n o r t h by Route 79 and the Taunton River; the east by North Main Street 
and the Penn. Central Railroad t r a c k s ; the south by Weaver Street and the west by 
vacant land and the Taunton River. 

I I See continuation sheet 

Boundary Justification < 
The boundaries are ones h i s t o r i c a l l y associa ted w i t h Border C i t y M i l l # 2 . r't 

11 

} • • ! • • 
I I See continuation sheet 

11. Form Prepared By 
Frederick W. Lyman. Consultant w/ Betsy Friedberg. NR D i r e c t o r 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

name/title  
organization  
street & number 80 Boyls ton S t ree t 
city or town 

date February 1 . 1989 

Boston 
. telephone ( 6 1 7 ) 727-8470 
. state MA zip code 02116 
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Sect ion number S Page l P a l l R i v e r , Massachsuetts 

Hathaway Treasurer, and James E. Cuneen was later named as Superintendent. 

A mill was planned for some 75,000 spindles, and i t was decided to handle this 
capacity in two mill buildings. Mill #1 was built in 1872-3, and Mill #2 in 
1873. In 1877 Mill #1 burned and was being rebuilt in 1879 when the company 
experienced financial difficulties and passed into the hands of its 
creditors. I t was reorganized as the Border City Manufacturing Co., with John , 
S Brayton as President and Edward L. Anthony as Treasurer, with additional 
capital of $600,000. As a result, a third mill was built in 1888. The 
company produced print cloth 64 feet X 64 feet, and by 1901 also produced 
sheeting and shirting, and diversified to produce worsted goods and fancy 
cloth. Because the northern section was sparsely settled farmland, the 
company also subsequently constructed 158 multi-family tenements over a twenty 
block area.^ 

The Border City Mills and its successor organization the Border City 
Manufacturing Company, came into being and operated during the principal years 
of Fall River's peak production of textiles. The location of the entire 
Border City Mills complex, now largely dismembered through demolition and 
highway construction, was one that had for years been an agricultural _ 
backwater, but was rapidly industrialized when the demand for Fall River s 
output exceeded its capacity along the Quequechan River. John Brayton and 
Edward Anthony are the two names principally associated with the zenith of 
Fall River's industrial strength, and undoubtedly their experience and genius 
turned the original mill complex into the profitable one i t became under their 
leadership. 

Mill #2 of the Border City Mills stands today as a sentinel landmark upon 
entering Fall River from the north toward Battleship Cove along recently 
completed Route 79. As such, i t serves as a visual introduction to the . 
textile heritage which built the City of Fall River, Massachusetts. 

The #2 mill is of substantial historical importance to the city of Fall River 
as a virtually intact and isolated freestanding symbol of the great surge of 
industrial expansion that occurred in Fall River during the early 1870s. 

(continued) 
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Archaeological Significance 

Since patterns of prehistoric occupation in Fall River are poorly understood, 
any surviving sites would be significant. Sites in this area may be important 
in documenting changing sea level rise and it's effects on Native American 
subsistence and settlement patterns. This type of locale, the mouth of a 
major riverine area on the coast has been suggested as a favored settlement 
location during later period of prehistory and during the Contact Period. 
Survivals may exist in the Border City Mill property to test this hypothesis. 

Historic archaeological remains described above have the potential to 
contribute in a detailed reconstruction of Fall River's coastline and provide 
engineering data of early power use and construction/operation of the mill 
complex. Fill materials used along the coast can provide information on a 
variety of sources depending on the type of f i l l s used. Maritime related 
f i l l s can potentially provide data on vessels while domestic f i l l can provide ; 
social, economic and cultural data on individuals or persons associated with 
mil 1 activities. 

(end) 
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REGISTER 
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May 14, 1990 

CarQl Shu11 
National Register of H is tor ic Places t - i 
Department of the In te r i o r f ' ' 
National Park Service ' ' J:-' 
P.O. Box 37127 ' * 
Washington, DC 20013-7127 ; • , ^ 

Dear Ms. Shu l l : 

Enclosed please find the following nomination: 

Border City Mill #2, One Weaver Street, Fall River (Bristol County), 
Massachusetts, 02722. 

There has been no owner objection for the property listed above. 

The nomination has been voted eligible by the State Review Board and has been 
signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer. Owners were notified of 
pending State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the meeting and 
were afforded the opportunity to comment. Comments received to date are 
attached to the nomination form. 

Sincerely, c ' -̂r 

Betsy Friedberg ^ 
National Register Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

Enclosure: 

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Valerie A. Talmage, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer 
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470 

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Secretory 


