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This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations of eligibility for individual properties or districts. See Instructions in Guidelines
for Completing National Register Forms (National Register Bulletin 16). Complete each Item by marking "x" In the appropriate box or by entering
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(Form 10-900a). Type all entries.

1. Name of Property
higoric name Border City Mill #2
other names/site number

2. Location

sreet & number One Weaver Street N/A 1not for publication
city, tomn  Fall River N/A 1 vicinity _
state Massachusetts code MA county Bristol code 005 zip code 02722
3. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
private [x1 building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
| | public-local | Idistrict 1 0 buildings
| Ipublic-State I Isite l\ 4 sites
| | public-Federal | Istructure structures
| Iobject |, objects LN
O Totd
Name of related multiple property listing: o f Number of contributing resources previously
VAW River listed in the National Register 9

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Actof 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this

Q nomination CH request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements setforth in 36 CFR Part 60.
In my epinion, the property H meets CUdoes not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.

Signalifé of certifying offcial EXecsit]I'Sre"Director, Massachusetts Historical Da,gCotamissibn;

State Historic Preservation Officer
Sete or Fedad agacy ad bureau
In my opinion, the property CH meets Qdoes not meet the National Register criteria. CUsee continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification Euteaoa 1In the
I, hereby, certify that this property is: Batlonal Bed9* «"
entered in the National Register.
| | See continuation sheet.
| Idetermined eligible for the National
Register. See continuation sheet.
| Idetermined not eligible for the
National Register.

I Iremoved from the National Register,
n other, (explain:)

gnature of the Keeper Date of Action



Border City Mill #2, Fall River, Massachusetts

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
eIndustry/Manufacturing facility Domestic/Multiple dwelling

7. Descrlptlbn

Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions)
(enter categories from instructions)
. _ . foundation Granite
Late Victorian/ltalianate wdls Brick

roof Slate
Qha Limestone, Cast iron. Wood

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

The Border City Mill #2, Fall River, Massachusetts, was constructed in 1873
after plans by Josiah Brown. It is the oldest and largest surviving structure
within what was once the sprawling Border City Mill complex. The building
incorporates many of the ltalianate details common to mills in Fall River.
Josiah Brown, said to be Fall River's first professional architect, is
credited with the design of several other important Fall River buildings,
including the Union and Robeson Mills and the First Baptist Church. The
Robeson Mill, like the Border City Mill, is constructed of brick, a rarity in
Fall River otherwise largely characterized by granite mill construction.

Located on the south bank of the Taunton River (now separated from it by Route

79), Mill #2 is the only one of three surviving masonry mill buildings to ~* 4-
retain its original appearance. The main mill block has a very shallow -
dentilated and corbelled eave, relieved at each of the mid-points of the north

and south sides of the east and west walls by small decorative pediments. - .
While the five-story (plus basement) main block of Mill #2 measures 33 feet X

73 feet overall, a three-story (plus basement) former picker house wing of 45

feet X 75 feet extends to the rear or west just south of the midpoint of the

main block. A two-story former boiler house measuring 50 feet X 75 feet

overall, and also constructed of brick, is partially connected to the picker - -
house wing at its southeast corner. The boiler house stack has been removed.

All three of these interconnected structures have shallow-pitched gable r
roofs. The main mill structure, laid in stretcher bond, rests on a high .
dressed granite base and contains pilastered and arcaded panel facades. A

square eight-story campanile capped by an open belfry with a bell-cast or ogee

roof projects from the front of the main block's east facade. This

incorporates various decorative elements, including recessed panels, anda

granite belt course and keystones at the uppermost section of the tower. The
belfry contains paired round-head arches on each of its four sides andis

unique to Fall River, with the only other example found on the tower of the
Mechanic's Mill, demolished in the early 1980s. A large limestone tablet

inscribed with the words "Border City Mills" is set into the front, or east

face of the campanile above the fifth floor level, and a smaller one
containing the date 1873is located within the brickwork over the main >
entrance. ' :

nn See continuation sheet
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Border City Mill #2,
Section number V4 Page 1 Fall River, Massachusetts

Fenestration consists of multi-light netal sash installed in1988 as a
replacenent for amxture of original and repl acenent wood sash too badly
deteriorated for continued use inaresidential context. The new sSash natch
the muntin conflgu_ratmn of the original 12/12 sash, and bear avery close
resenbl ance to their wood predecessors.

The renaining exterior elenent of significance, and again, unique to Fall
Rver, isaseries of sixintact original decorative cast-iron fire escapes.
These are situated two on each of the Io_nP facades, and one on each of the end
wal |'s of the nain block. According toWIliam Finch, wo reported on theml|
ina 1983 report, after a disastrous fire swept the GaniteMI|ls in 1874
resumebly with [oss of [ife, fire escapes becane comnan on Fall Rver mlls.
he Border Gty MII # istheonly mIl inFall Rver to have retainedits
fire escapes, and hence these are a nore significant architectural featureto
Fall Rver than they mght be el sewhere. Inaddition however, the high
stylized nature of themll's escapes inparts an additional artistic nerit to
themwhi ch i s unconman even to the |arger region.

The interior of themll has been conpletely retro-fitted for use as
residential apartnents, and contains no original fabric except exposed wood
center posts on the basenent level. Anain stair within the bell tower vas
eval uated for structural integrity and possible reuse i nconnectionwth the
mll's recent conversionto apartnent use, and vas found to be deficient to
the point where the engineers recomended i ts inmediate di sassenblx as a
safety hazard. The stair tower space has been incorporated into the
residential rehabilitation.

" (conti nued)
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Border City Mill #2,
Section nUrnber 7 Page 2 Pall River, Massachusetts

Archaeol ogi cal  Description

Wiile no Prehi storic sites are currentlyrecorded on the mll property, itis
POSSI ble that sites are present. Tw known prehistoric sites are recorded in
he general area (wthin one mle). This factor axd the close proximty of
the property to the Taunton Rver and filled estuary indicates a reasonable
potential for locatingsites. Archaeol ogical test|n? should be perforned to
determne the extent of disturbance and/or filling of the buried coastline
fromm |l construction. There is also apotential for [ocating historic
archaeol ogi cal resources on the p_ropertf)/. Background research “and

archaeol ogi cal testing can determne i f sub-surface survivals exist of
structures no longer extant and contribute data pertainingto the |ayout of
the entire conplex. Engineering features nay also be present bel ow ground
relatln? to early power or construction of the mlls. Hstoric archaeol ogical
survivals nay alSo exist infilled areas along the coast where barges, vessels

or other culturally inportant fills (trash) nay have been used as fill
material.

A , - (end)



Border City Mill #2, Fall River, Massachusetts
8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

| Inationally | | statewide [x1 locally

Applicable National Register Criteria  \X}A \Z]B [X]C * Y
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) N C £ ~F 111G
Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates

Architecture 1873- 1939 NA

[ ndustry

Cultural Affiliation

Significant Person Architect/Builder

Brown, Josiah

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted abcve.

The ol dest and | argest survivingmll inthe Border Gty M| Qonpl ex
(1872-1889), M1l _#2 stands alone in a highly visible Iocation al on%;1 Foute 79
in Fall Rver, The Border Gty MIl #2neets Criteria Aand Cof the National
Register of Hstoric Paces onthe local |evel as a good exanple of third

quarter 19th century Italianate mll architecture wth strong associations
with the devel opnent of the textile industryinFall Rver. I'twas designed by
J05|harg BtrOV\n, considered to have been Fall Rver's first professional
architect.

In 1868, with the building of the Mechanicsville MII onthe Taunton R ver,
the northern section of Fall Rver was opened to industrial expansion.
Veetanoe M| 1s followed in 1870, andin 1872, three conpanies (Border City,
Saganor e, and Narragansett) began bui | di n?. Located on the Taunton R ver at
Its junction with M. H)PeBa, these northern mlls were the first industrial
ventures not |ocated on th

According to 19th century history. Fall Rver andits industries (1879), "The
site chosen had admrablé facilities for the transaction of business, a good
depth of water on the west, where awharf was easily constructed for the
reception of buildingsmterial, coal, cotton, freight, etc., while onthe
east was the Qd lony Railroad, from which a spur was built directly past
the doors of the mll to the wharf, and by which cloth and supplies could .
readily be shipped north and south." (p.144) The long distance overlandt o
the sources of Fall Rver granitein conparison to the ease of transport of
brick to the site by water, dictatedthe use of brick along the Taunton R ver.

e uechan R ver.

"Border Gity" was the nane that was often apk)/llled to Fall Rver because of its
;])_rommty to Rhode |sland. The Border Oté Ils, organized in 1872 George
. Hathaway, Esg., of Boston, with Msrs. Angier Chace, Chester W Geen of
Fall Rver, and Janes A Hathaway, also of Boston, solicited subscriptions
totalhnga,onemlllon dol lars incapital. The stock was taken over one
hundred Tifty subscribers. S A e vas el ected President, George T, .4

"x] See continuation sheet



9. Major Bibliographical References

L] (L] .I-..Y—-- o000 l—..—..-/\/\—r;l

fx| See continuation sheet

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

I | preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional datar
has been requested r Fxl State higoric preservation office

| | previously listed in the National Register | 1Other State agency

| 1 previously determined eligible by the National Register e | | Federd agency

| [designated a National Historic Landmark | I'Locd government

| lrecorded by Historic American Buildings | IUniversity
Survey # : ;e Otheri, -J. 7"

| Irecorded by Historic American Engineering « AN Specify repository: _ _ o
Record # ' Massachusetts Historical Commission

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of property Approximately 4 acres

UTM References

ALiL?l 13211900 14612 15 6 0 B o1

Zone Easting Northing H f. ; Zone Easting Northing

chrrrtrtrtrrrrrrrrrirJi-3k,v DLULLLLT LT LT
o, S Vv -, . I | See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

Bounded on t henorth by Route 79 and t he Taunton River; theeast by North Main Street

and t he Penn. Central Railroad tracks; thesouth by Waver Street and t hewest by
vacant land and t he Taunton River.

| | See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification
The boundaries are ones historically associated with Border City Mill #2. r't

11

Jooles | I See continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By

nameftite Frederick W Lynman. Consultant w Betsy Friedberg. NR Director

organization Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion date February 1. 1989

sreet & number 80 Boylston Street -telephone (617) 727-8470

city or town Boston .date  MA Zip code 02116
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r*vV. \ ‘s~ \ Border City Mill #2,
Section number S Page I Pall River, Massachsuetts

Hat haway Treasurer, and Janes E (Quneen vas |ater naned as Superintendent.

Amll vas planned for sone 75,000 spindles, and it ws decided to handie this
capacity intw mll buildings. MIl #1 was built in 1872-3, and MIl #in
1873.  In 1877 M|l #1burned and was being rebuilt in 1879 when the conpany
experienced financial difficulties and passed into the hands of its

creditors. |t ws reorganized as the Border City Manufacturing @., wth John,
S Brayton as President and Eoward L. Anthony as Treasurer, with additional
capital of $600,000. As aresult, athird mll ws built in1888. The
conpany produced print cloth 64 feet X64 feet, and by 1901 al so produced
sheeting and shirting, and diversified to produce worsted goods and fancy
cloth. Because the northern sectionwas sparsely settled farmand, the

conpany al so subsequent|y constructed 158 nulti-famly tenenents over atwenty
bl ock area.”

The Border City Mlls and its successor organizationthe Border City

Manufact uring CGonpany, cane into being and operated during the Ennmpal years
of Fall River's peak production of textiles. The location of the entire
Border City MIls conplex, now |argely disnenbered through denolition and

hi ghway construction, was one that had for years been an a?ricultural _
backwater, but vwas rapidly industrialized when the denand for Fall Rver s

out put exceeded its capacity along the Quequechan R ver. John Brayton and
Edward Anthony are the two nanes principally associated with the zenith of

Fall River's industrial strength, and undoubtedly their experience and genius

turned the original mll conplex into the profitable one it becane under their
| eader shi p.

MIl #2 of the Border City MIIls stands today as asentinel [andmark upon
entering Fall Rver fromthe north toward Battleship Gove along recently
conpl eted Route 79. As such, it serves as avisual introduction to the .
textile heritagewhich built the Gty of Fall R ver, Mssachusetts.

The #2 mll isof substantial historical inportance to the city of Fall River
as avirtually intact and isolated freestandingsynbol of the great surge of
industrial expansion that occurred inFall Rver during the early 1870s.

(conti nued)
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w il,4X Border City Mill #2, .
Section number S Page 2 Fall River, Massachsuetts

Archaeol ogi cal Significance

Snce patterns of prehistoric occupation inFall Rver are poorly understood,
any surviving sites would be significant. Sitesinthis area nay be inportant
in docunenting changing sea level rise and it's effects on Native Anerican
subsi stence and settlement patterns. This type of locale, the nouth of a

maj or riverine area onthecoast has been suggested as afavored settlenent

| ocation during |ater period of prehistory during the Contact Period.
Survivals nay exist intheBorder Gty MI1 property totest this hypothesis.

H storic archaeol ogi cal renains described above have thepotential to
contribute inadetailed reconstructionof Fall Rver's coastlineand provide
engi neer i ng, data of early power use and construction/operation of the ml|
conplex. Fill materials used along thecoast can provide informationon a
variety of sources dependi ng onthetype of fills used. Mritine related
fills ‘can potentially provide data on vessel s while donestic fill can provide ;
s_o|0|1a| : t,eco?ormc and cultural data on individuals or persons associated with

ml 1 activities.

(end)
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, Border City Mill #2,
Section number 9 Page I Pall River, Massachusetts
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NATIONAL
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May 14, 1990

CarQl Shuill

National Register of Historic Places t - [

Department of the Interior f

National Park Service ' ' J:-

P.O. Box 37127 ' *

Washington, DC 20013-7127 ;e N

Dear Ms. Shull:

Encl osed please find the follow ng nom nation:

Border City MII #2, Qe Vaver Street, Fall Rver (Bristol County),
Massachusetts, 02722.

There has been no owner objectionfor the property |isted above.

The nomnation has been voted eligible by the State Review Board and has been
signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer. Qwners were notified of
pending State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before themeeting and
vere afforded t he opportunity t ocorment. CGments received todateare
attached t othe nomnation form

Sincerely, C

Betsy Friedberg N
National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Gonmssion

Encl osure:

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Valerie A. Tdmage, Executive Director, Sate Historic Preservation Officer
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116  (617) 727-8470

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Sscretary



