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_ public-State _dte
_ public-Federd _ Structure
_ object

Name of rdated multiple property listing
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N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

FNnilSTRY: Manufacturing Facility

7. Description

Architectural Classfication
(Enter categories from instructions)

OTHFR: Utilitarian Industrial /1 ight Industrial

Narrative Decription

Worcester, MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previoudly listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
4 Q .building
Q Q . dtes
. structures
objects
JL Tota

Number of contributing resources previoudy liged
in the National Register

JL

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

FniirATTON- School
COMMKRCF: Business / Office Space

VACANT- Not in Use

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation STONF- IVIasonry

walls RRICK
STONF: Granite

roof RiIJRRFR: Membrane

Other.
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DESCRIPTIVE NARRATIVE

The Parkhill Manufacturing Comparly complex is located on the south Sde of the Nashua River a the intersection of Osk

Hill Road and Cleghorn Street in the city of Fitchburg. With the exception of the singlestory power plant building

(Building #6), al the surviving buildmgs are connected, forming a U-sheped indudria complex. At the height of

operations, "Mill C" of the Parkhill Manufacturing Company mduded six buildings. Two buildings (Building #2 and

Building #3) have snce bean removed, and today the complex condds of four buildings: the main building. Building #1,

is afour-story brick gructure with granite trim, and a granite date plaque ("1885") on its corbelled gair tower; Building

#4 (1909), is afour-story sed-framed, brick masonry structure, with large multipaned windows with amix of meta and

wooden seah; Building #5 (1915), onthe Ste of the former el of Building #1, islikewise afour-gory, sted-framed, brick
masonry buildmg; and Building #6, the power plant (1885, added to in 1887, and dtered ca 1960) with the removd of its
esgern end. The power plant retains its square, 100-foot tall brick chimney gack. All of the granite detail included in
these buildings was mogt likely quarried from nearby Rollstone Hill, the source of the mgjority of the aredsgranite. The

complex dso incdludes aca 1930 ged deck girder bridge over the Nashua River.

Largdy utilitarian in design, the factory buildingsin this complex are typica of the industrial age; congtructed inbrick
and done with shdlow hipped, gabled, and flat rooflines. Astypicd of utilitarian indugtrid architecture, very little
applied ornamentation is presant; however, some detailing adds decorative interest to the buildings, including cut granite
dlls and bracketed overhanging eaves  Also typical of indudtrid architecture of the era, vary large, regularly-spaced
wmdows ae a promment feature, desgned to maximize naturd light and ventilation. The regularity of the 9ze and
placement of windows to address these neads produced the uniformity of design and condgency of each building with its
neighbor. Dexpite the eectrification of the mills in the lae 19 century, daylight remained the primary source of

illumination of the textile manufacturing budness, as naturd light was both chegpar and better auited to detailed textile
work.

Building 1 (Photograph No. 1) wes condructed between 1885 and 1915. The 1885 portion of this large, rectangular,
common-bond brick building isfour sories m height, mesares 160 x 60 feet, and condgts of up sixty bays per floor. The
earliest section of Building 1, the northernmogt portion daosest to the Nashua River, was built as part of the Cleghorn Mill,

the cotton dress goods compeny that pre-dated the Parkhill Manufacturing Company's occupation of the site. Ground was
broken for the mill's foundation on June 29, 1835.

Windows inthis buildmg are predominately 12/12 double-hung sseh with granite sills.  Each window is topped with a
sgmanted arched brick lintel. All of the window openings ae predominantly the same, crestmg a dtrict uniformity of
openmgs throughout each of the building's devations. 1n some casss, windows have been mfilled with concrete blocks or
brick. The building's shalow-pitched pesked roof fegtures alarge, dightly projecting, bracketed overhanging eave with
exposed rafters. This bracketmg, like the other details in the complex, ispainted adark green.

The northern devation of Building 1 features the distinct PARKHILL MFG. CO.'MILL C dgn, painted directly ontothe

brick, which goans the entire northern faBade between the third- and fourth-story windows. Directly benegth this

indugtrid advertisament, the remnants of previouswriting can be traced. Thenorthern devation of Building 1 isthe gable-

ad of the buildmg that dso features aflat roof dair tower which projects afull two gories above the Building 1 roof line.

Jug bdow the roof Ime of the gair tower is alarge granite building plague identifying the building's 1885 congtruction

date There isone means of entry from thiselevation, located a the bese of the Stair tower. Originaly the building wes
(continued)
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L-shaped, with an dl of equd Sze that connected to the northern end of the building and ran pardld with theriver. The
él was removed to dlow for further expandon in 1915 (sse Building 5 below). Building 1 was enlarged with its
expandgon to the south inthe early 1890s nearly doubling the dze of the building. With the exception of the lack of a
projecting roof and exposed rafters, the addition, and subsequently all other facades of the building, features smilar
detailing, window spacmg, and finishes as the origina 1835 dructure.

The et devation of the building faces Buildmg 6, the power plant for the industria complex, and isthe longest of the
devationsfor Building 1. The eest devation hes entries a both the north and south end, with additionad ssoondary entries
dong the facade. The entry a the northern end of the facade, the only means of entry into the origind portion of Building
1 from the est devation, emuaes the other distinct features of the building, and condds of a recesssd dark green painted
wooden door with a ssgmented arched brick lintel. The other entries dong this devation have been cut into the 1890s
addition, and are of varying shgpesand 5zes  None of these exiging entnes gppeer to be origina to the 1890s addition.
The exigting south devation of Building 1 condds of the southernmogt section of the 1890s addition.

The wegt devation of Building 1 facesBuilding 4 and is connected to Building 5 a its northernmost end, cregting the U-
shgped complex. Originally, this feBede faced Buildings 2 and 3 prior to their removal. Some windows on this eevation
have bean infilled with brick. The interior of Building 1 (Photograph No. 5) contains exposed brick wallswith heavy

timber columns and beams, and wood decking. Each floor is carried by two lines of codumns Some beams ae =t

directly onthe columns while others are supported by knee braces Overall, the interior is devoid of architectural detail

with the exception of granite or concrete window sllsin many locations.

Origindly, the Cleghorn Mill dress goods company used the lowest floor of the building for the fmishing of their fine
dress good products and the three floors above for weavuig (there were 272 looms in operation). The Parkhill
Manufacturing Company houssd the splitting, beaming, and drawing rooms in the front of the building; weaving and
carding rooms on the first and sscond floors with beaming and warping; winding, quilting and spinning on the third floor;
and gorage on the fourth. Thewals of thisbuilding were reported to be 24 inches thick, and the windows were large and
subgtantid, providing adequate lighting conditionsfor the factory workerswithin.

Building 4 (Photograph No. 2) was congructed in 1909 and reflected advancements mede in industrid building design,

utilizing ded framing with masonry exterior wals and extra large multipaned windows. This trgpezoidd buildmg was
one of the buildings condructed after the Parkhill Manufacturing Company purchased the complex from Andrew

Cleghorn in 1889. Located & the western edge of the dte, neer Oek Hill Road, Building 4 is four gories in height and

runs in anorth/south direction. The predominant exterior festure of Building 4 isits massve 12/18 and 12/36 metd and

wood, double pane windows.

This building hes a shdlow-pitched pesked roof that features alarge, dightly projecting, bracketed overhanging eavewith
exposed rafters. Thisbracketing, like the wood detal of the windows, is painted adark green.  Like the windows in the
original Cleghorn Mill building, these openings ae trimmed with granite sills and topped with segmented arched brick
lintels. All of the window openings are predominantly the same crestmg a strict umformity of openings throughout eech
of the building's devaions. All of the existing windows have bean repaired, replaced or removed, refurbished, and
reingddled over the pagt 30 years by on-dte maintenance staff. Entry into this building, much like that of Building 1, is
located & the ends of the respective devations. In addition, these entries emulae the other didtinct festures of the
buildmg, and conds of recessad dark green painted wooden doors with ssgmented arched brick lintels. On thenorth
(continued)
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eevation of Building 4, the felade facing the Nashua River, there is alarge granite plague identifying the building's 1909
congdruction date  This is located between the two centrd bays of the devation, ad is Stuated beiween the centra
windows of thefourth floor.

The interior of Buildmg 4 (Photograph No. 6) reflects advancamentsin indudtria building design a the turn of the 20*

century; however its gopearance was executed in a mamer dearly devoted to emulating the style of other exigting

dructures of the complex. The intenor of Buildmg 4 consgs of large open floorplates supported by two rows of ged ad

wood columns and beams  Particularly noteble of the interior goece are the rows of ged I-beams intersecting the large
windows below the lintels. Although some interior Soeoces have been subdivided mto offices, the majority of the goeoces
contain exposad brick walls and wood floors and decking.

Building 5 (Phatogrgph No. 3), ds0 of ded frame with a brick exterior, was added to the Parkhill Manufacturmg
Compary in 1915 and is Smilar in desgn and layout to Building 4. This irregularly shgped building was condructed on
the dte of the Building I's origina 1885 ell. Building 5 runs pardld to the Nashua River, and comects the northern
portions of Building 1 and Building 4.

Similar to the designs of Buildings 1 and 4, Buildmg 5 do festuresa low, dmog flat, roof and is four-gories in height.
However, with gregter floor-to-ceiling heights. Building 5 is condderably taller than Building 1, despite being of an equd
number of dories  The roof, like its Building 1 and Building 4 counterparts feetures a large, dightly projecting,
bracketed overhanging eavewith exposad rafters. This bracketing, like the wood detail of the windows, is painted adark
green.

Building 5 features smilar large, multipaned, wood and metd windows as found on Building 4. However, on Buildmg 5
the large windows ae paired, thereby dlowing even gregter light infiltration into the building. Like the windows in the
original Cleghorn Mill building, these openings are trimmed with granite sills, and the mgjority of the windows have no
detailing. Rather than having a decorative arched lintel, these windows remain square All of the window openings are
predominantly the same, creating a grict imiformity of openings throughout each of the building's devations. All of the
existing windows have bean repaired, replaced or removed, refurbished, and reindalled over the pest 30 yearsby on-dte
maintenance staff.

On the north devation of Building 5 facing the Naghua River, there is alarge granite plague identifying the building's
1915 condruction date. This plague is dtuated a the west comer of the north devation, and is & the height of the fourth
floor windows.

The interior of Building 5 (Photograph No. 7) condggs of open floorplates supported by four rows of wood and ded
columns and beams  Conggtent with Buildmg 4, some interior ged beams extend to the windows bdow the lintels.
Large windows illuminate the exposad brick walls and wood decking. Two wood daircaseswith low heedboeard railings
(one & eech end of the building) provide vertical circulation within the complex.

Building 6 (Photograph No. 1) functioned as the power plant for the complex. The building, located a the eedern edge
of the didtrict, is Stuated adjacent to an inactive gour that arossesthe Nashua River to the Fitchburg Railroad's mam line.

(continued)
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Building 6, primarily rectangular in shepe is afree-ganding building that was congructed avay from the remainder of the
complex as aprecautionary meesre againd fire and boiler explosons. Theisolation of thisimportant building, es well as
its bnck masonry condruction, sarves as a means of fireproofing the complex, and was typicd of many industria

complexes of the time. The dngle-gtory, brick power plant building meeaures gpproxunatedy 30 x 90 feet and festures an
off-center, souare brick chimney sack, mesauring 8 feet 8 inches souare a the bass, and rising to nearly 100 feetin

height.

The origina section of the power plant, located on the northern end of the building, was congtructed in 1885 and features
a shdlow pesked roof with sharply flared eaves Thewindows in the oldest portion of Building 6 are primarily 66 wood
seh with granite dlls. Like the larger buildmgs of the complex, these wmdows eech feature a ssgmented arched brick

lintel. The wood detail of the window openings hes been painted a dak green. All of the window openings are
predominantly the same thus cregting a strict uniformity of openings throughout each of the building's original

devaions This building's detals, dthough few in number, reflect the neighborhood trend of incorporating localy

quarried granite from nearby Rollsone Hill into the window silIs, foundation, and exterior dars of the building. The
sare holds true for the wmdow dills of other buildmngs m the complex, dthough no granite foundations ae visible
dsawhere in the complex.

By 1887, an additiona section was added to Building 6. The building wes then extended athird timeto incdlude alarge,
patialy bdow grade doragetank. In ca 1960, the eesternwall of the southern section of the power plant was removed,
likely for the excavation of old boilers and the ingtdlation of new boilers. A smple, wood framewall with duminum
sding was then condructed. Thisdevation features three small, modem, 1/1 double-hung seeh windows.

The interior of the 1885 portion of the building condgs of a shdlow pitched roof, painted brick, and ded Imtels. The
dtered 1887 portion of the building condgs of brick and modem wood frame congmction. The roof is supported by
lightweight ded tmsses  This building wes originally condructed by the Cleghorn Mill cotton dress goods company.
Seam power wes generated from thisbuilding, and today it still housestwo large Dillon geam boilers. The engines were
reported to have beenbuilt by CH. Brovm & Co. and eechisof 25 horsgpower, the largest in the city a thetime.

The snglegpan deck plate girder bridge (Photograph No. 4) is condgent in syle and gopearance of numerous other
bridges dong the Ftchburg Railroad congmcted ca 1930. The bridge is supported in the center by a middream granite
ashlar pier, and festures asngle balasted deck track. It isgppears relatively tmdtered from itsorigind congmction but is
in poor condition and inaccessble Compared to other smilar bridges in Fitchburg, it isalate example of a common and
wel-represented form and replaced a leest one earlier railroad bridge a the samelocation.  Although significant for its
assodaion with the Parkhill Manufacturing Company, the bridge itself doesnot digolay ay innovative or noteworthy
technical features.

Building 2 (demolished), like the addition to Building 1, was 0 congdmcted in the 1890s and was freestanding from the
mam U-shgped complex. Congmcted directly to thewest of ad pardld to Building 1, Building 2 was atwo-story wood-
frame, brick building smilarin desgn and configuration as Building 1 Building 2 was reported to be the location of the
dye house, atwo-gtory building onthe ste that messured 60 x 180 feet. The lower floor of thisbuilding houssd the dying
operations, while the ssoond floor was used for winding theyam.  Thisbuilding was demalished in 2001, and wes located
in the presant-day courtyard of the U-shaped complex.

(continued)
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Building 3 (demolished) was congmcted pardld to both Building 1 and Building 2. Congmcted directly to the west of
and pardld to Building 2 and directly eedt of and pardld to Building 4, Building 3 was a smdl onesory wood framed
building that had a smilar compostion and layout as Buildings 1 and 2. This building weas the only wooden building on
the dte, and like Building 2 was demalished in 2001. This building was located in the present-day courtyard, and was
freestanding from the main U-shaped complex.

Throughout the remainder of the 20" century severd modifications were mede to the complex in regponge to the mill's
changing needs  In the 1940s the goeces beiween Buildings 1 and 2 and Buildings 3 and 4 were roofed over, ad

cinderblock end walls were congmcted adong Cleghorn Strest. These new goeces saved as loading aress es well as a
variety of other doregefacility nesds Buildings2 and 3 and the assodated 1940sinfill smctures have been demolished.

Despite the removd of these buildings, the Parkhill Manufacturing Company retains its architecturd integrity, reflecting
its grestest period of growth and expangon from 1835 to 1915.

In addition to the modifications to the buildings of the Parkhill Manufacturing Comperty complex, a series of new
technologicd devd opments have begun as well. Masdnnovation, a smart-growth devdopment company dosdy related
to the prmcipa of the new owne of two of the four Parkhill Manufacturing Company buildings, indaled a passve
photovoltaic/solar electrical generating sysem a the complex and is aso converting the old power plant to a geothermal
exdhange sygem. The magjority of the solar generating capacity is located on the roof of the complex, through the
ingtallation of solar pands. The main entry into the building, at the intersections of Buildmgs4 & 5, hes a olar canopy as
well. Severd olar pargola gmctures have bean incorporated into the cenfra courtyard.

Archaeological Description

While no andent Native American dtes are known on the Parkhill Manufacturing Compenly property or in the generd

area (within one mile), dtes may be present. Indudtrial and urban devdopment on the south Sde of the Nashua River
surroimding the mill prohibits the identification of many natural environmental charecteridics for the alea Some
environmental characterigics, however, can be identified that represant favorable locationd criteria (dope, soil drainage,
proximity to wetlands) for the presence of Native American dtes While surface conditions in the mill area have bean
dtered, the location of the mill complex on afloodplam terrace of the Nashua River indicates alevel to moderate dope for
the areaprior to devdopment. The mill is dso located within 1,000 feet of the Nashua River, another favorable locationa

characteridic. Exigting contour Imes dso indicate afall line inthe river, and aprobeble area of rapids near the mill that
would have been a favorable fishing location for Native people  In oite of the above information, the potentia for
locating significant andent Native American dtes in the Parkhill mill areais low. Any dtes tha were present were
desfroyed by mill congtmction and later demalition.

A high potentid exigts for locating higtoric archaeologica resources in the Parkhill Manufacturing Compay area
Although it hes bean reported that the land where the Parkhill Manufacturing Comparly was built was previoudy
undeveloped, Parkhill's Mill C was dso reported to have been built on land that was previoudy the Danids Farm.
Stmctural evidence of a resdence, bam, outbuildings, and evidence of occupationd-rdated features (trash pits, privies,
wells) may exig rdaed to the Danids Fam. In generd, however, the potentid for locating historic archaeologica
aurvivas that predate the Parkhill Manufacturing Compeny is low. Buildmg #5, a four-gory ded-framed masonry
dmcture erected on the dte of a former el of Building #1, desfroyed all evidence of the el during its erection.
Congmction of the Parkhill Mills and demoalition of Mill buildings 2 and 3 would have desfroyed any higtoric

(continued)
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archeeologica  resources that were presant inthe arean Simcturd evidence of Mill buildings 2 and 3 may survive with
rdated mdusfrialfrasharess and evidence of outbuildmgs. Stmcturdl evidence may survive from severd mid-20* century
outbuildings or infill smcturesof limited reseerch value,

(end)
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The Parkhill Manufacturing Company, located in the Cleghom neighborhood of Fitchburg, MA, retains integrity of
location, design, setting, materids, workmanship, feeling, and assodiaion with the city's lae-19™ and early-20* century
industrid devdopment. Architecturaly and higtorically significant, the Parkhill Mill complex fulfills Nationa Register
criteria A and C on the locd level. The period of sgnificance extends from its congmction in 1835 to the fifty-year
cutoff date 1957. Degpite the loss of two andler dmctures (Buildings2 and 3) within the courtyard of the extant
complex, the Parkhill Manufacturing Compeny remains awell-preserved example of amanufacturing complex reflecting
the city's industrid devdopment, and its surviving buildings reflect advancaments in utilitarian desgn and constmction
during the city's mog active period of growth.

Edablishment of the Parkhill Manufacturing Company

Bom inArthlic, Scotland in 1825, John Parkhill cameto Americain 1848 and sdtled in Providence, Rhode |dand where
he dayed for two years before relocating to Adams Massachusdts  During his time in Adams, Mr. Parkhill met and
married Andrew Cleghom's sgter, Margaret Cleghom, a fellow Scoit.  After their marriage, John Parkhill worked for
twenty years (1850-1870) a Pollock Mills, later known as the Renfrew Manufacturing Company.  In 1879, Parkhill
moved to Fitchburg and dong with his son-mHaw, Arthur H. Lowe, purchasad the former Alonzo Davis Chair Factory on
Circle Sfreet. Here the two men established what would become their world-renowned textile manufacturing compeny.
The Alonzo Davis Chafr Factory, congmcted in 1855, meesured 152 x 40 feet and dood four donestal. 1n 1881, the
Alonzo Davis Char Factory was converted for the Parkhill Manufacturing Company's production of textiles. John
Parkhill, the founder, presdent, and namesske of the Parkhill Manufacturmg Company would sarve as the company's
Presdent until his degth in 1906.

During his childhood in Scotland, Parkhill worked long hours in a Glasgow cotton mill, learning all the gages of the
textile manufacturing process  Converting the chair factory for the production of cotton dresses Parkhill outfitted his mill
with thirty looms recently perfected by George Crompton of Worcester for the production of fine ginghams. Parkhill
lacked a skilled manager and work force, 0 he enliged the tdents of Alexander Thompson from Glasgow to come to
America and sarve as supaintendent of the Parkhill Manufacturing Compary.  The fine ginghams produced by Parkhill
soon rivaled those produced in Glasgow, and were in high demand in the New York and foreign markets John Parkhill's
textile manufacturing company eventudly expanded to include agroup of threemill complexes, al of which were located
ashort disance gpart in the City of Fitchburg, dong the Nashua River. "Mill A", the origina mill complex, purchasd in
1881, wes located on Circle Sfreet in Fitchburg (the former Alonzo Davis Chafr Fectory). In 1887, Parkhill purchesed a
building from the former Fitchburg Woolen Company which became Parkhill "Mill B." Two years later, in 1889, "Mill
C," located on O&k Hill Road, was purchased from Andrew Cleghom, the brother-in-law of John Parkhill. "Mill C" weas
the largest of Parkhill'stextilemills inthe city. Today, "Mill C" remains as the only surviving remnant of the Parkhill
Manufacturing Company, and isthe subject of this nomination.

The ffrst portion of "Mill C" was congmcted m 1835 by Andrew Cleghom, who, like Parkhill, was a native of Scotland.
An article entitled "The New Cleghom Mills," gopeared in the Wedneday, Jdune 24, 1835 edition of the Fitchburg
Santind” reported that "The Cleghom miills, to he erected in this city, will conss of afour-story building, 160x 60fest,
with a two-gtory el, 160 x 60feet. The machinery will befor the manufacture of dressgoods " The article goesonto
report that "The company have contracted for 1,000,000 bricks, and with F.A. McCaulifffor the done work, and it is
proposed to commence the erection of buildingsa once " The groundbregking for the mill (now referred to as Building
1) occurred on June 29*, and by Decamber 27* the buildings were reported to be subgtantidly finished, with 101 looms
running. Thefirst floor of the four-story mill was for finishing with the upper three floors devoted to weaving. The mill

(continued)
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was reported to have 24-inch thick walls and excdlent naturd light provided by the 60 windows per floor. The power
plant (Building 6) for the mill condsted of a30 x 90 foot brick building thet housed two Dillon geam boilers and featured
a 100-foot high anoke gack. Cleghom operated the textile mill for three short years before sdling the facility to his
brother-in-law, John Parkhill, in 1889.

The Parkhill Manufacturing Company complex was designed to house the complete textile manufacturing process Bdes
of raw materia (cotton) were shipped from the South, and received on the Fitchburg Railroad which wes eso extended

aoross the Nashua River on an fron bridge congmcted by the Parkhill Manufacturing Company to provide direct aooess
for goods being st to and from the mill. The origind railroad bridge was replaced in ca 1930 with the exigting dack

plate girder bridge. The cotton underwent alengthyfreatmentprocessthat included the cleaning, bleaching, and dying of
the raw cotton, the combing and spinning of the yam, the dedgning and weaving of the fabric, and ultimatdy, the
darchmg and packaging of the finished product. Upon its completion, the fabric was shipped to the commisson house of
Denny, Poor & Co. in New York City, where they were sold to New Y ork'ssodiety. 1n 1924, the Parkhill Manufacturing
Company was reported to output aweekly average of one-haf million yards of fabric.

Together, Parkhill's three mills housed more than 4,000 looms and 20,000 spindles.  Although digpersed  throughout
Fitchburg, the three mills were dl located on the Nashua River, and by the tum of the century, the Parkhill Manufacturing
Company employed nearly 1,000 workers who produced cotton goods that were conddered to be of the finest quality.
The entire process of spinning, dyeing, and designing was carried out in the three mills, cregting colorful ginghams
chambrays, and the famous Toile du Nord, a garched fabric popular for ladies evening weser.

The manufacturmg of Parkhill's gingham textiles marked the beginning of a new era of prosperity for Fitchburg. Prior to
the esdablishment of the Parkhill Manufacturing Company, Fitchburg had been experiencmg a dedline in population.
Following Parkhill's sucoess numerous other textile mills opened in Fitchburg. In 1887 the Orswell Mill, with its two
imposing towers, was built on the bend of the Nashua River near River Sfrest.  Other local cotton mills included the
Mitchell Company, the Grant Yard Company, and Nockege Mill. Parkhill became aleading citizen in Fitchburg due to
his sucoess Hewas dected as a city councilman in 1883 and 1834 and saved as amamber to the board of ddamanin
1886 and 1887. Parkhill was dso a deacon of the Cavmistic Congregational Church.

Devdopment of the Cleghom Neighborhood

Concurrent with the devdopment of the origind Parkhill Manufacturing Compeny, this previoudy undeveloped portion
of Ftchburg expaienced "“nlosve growth in population and in architecturd devdopment.  Originally, the Parkhill

Manufacturing Company, ch would later be known as Parkhill's"Mill C," was located on land that wes previoudy

Danids Farm, a one-hundred acre farm sStuated dong Rollstone Hill in Fitchburg. In the late 18005 John H. Danids,

owner of the large farm, foresaw the vast advantages that indusfria devdopment in the area could bring to Fitchburg.

Thus Danids, dong with Andrew Pratt, the other principa landholder inthe neighborhood, donated massve amournts of

land dong the Nashua River for the distinct purpose of having the areadevdop as an indusfriad canter. In addition, these
men parsondly deared land in the surrounding area in order to accommodate resdentia devdopment for the loca

incoming factory workers. Thiswas atimethat pre-dated the adveant of the automobile, it was essatid that workers

housing be within amanageable walking digance of the factory.

(continued)



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(880

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Shest Parkhill Manufacturing Co.

Fitchburg (Worceser), MA
Section number 8 Page 3

As mill after mill sorouted up dong the banksof the NashuaRiver, immigrants and workers from around the world began
amvmg m droves to work inthe newly esablished mill buildings. Before the Cleghom Mill opened its doors in 1885,
agents had bean st to Canedalin order to recruit factory workersfor the newly built mill. When it began production, the
Cleghom Mill had a workforce of 200 employees of whom 160 were French Canadian, with a sprinkling of German,
Sootch, and English. However, many of these new workers lacked the experience of working with textiles. Following the
expatise of Alexander Thompson from Glasgow, workers devdoped the necessary sKills for producing high quality
textiles from a man who had alifetime of expaience inthe field. Thompson's presence was absolutely essatid to the
Parkhill Manufacturing Company's worldwide suoccess in textile manufacturing.

Congmcted during the Late Indusfrial Period (1870-1915), the Parkhill Manufacturing Company was established during a
period of expangve indusfridization of Fitchburg. Stuated dong the Nadhua River ad railroad dignments, mills
condmcted in Fitchburg, and specifically in the Cleghom neighborhood, were primarily two to four dories ui height,
congmcted of brick, and utilitarian in design with typical pier and goandrd constmction and large window openings.
Although the Parkhill Manufacturing Comparly & One Osk Hill Road is one of numerous textile manufacturing
complexes in Fitchburg, it is the lag surviving mill complex assodated with the once large and prosperous Parkhill
Manufacturing Compary.

As previoudy mentioned, the period of Cleghom's devdopment pre-dated the advent of the automobile thus it was
estid  that workers housing be withm amanagesble walking digance to the factory. Most of the French-Canadians that
immigrated to the areawere from poor, rura, areesin Canada, and many had large families. Thesefactors, in additionto
the generd ned for affordable housng in the factory neighborhood, mfluenced the design of the typical Cleghom triple-
decker. Thisform of housng alowed for large, or multiple, familiesto live under one roof, cregting ahigher density of
living withm the neighborhood. The infrastmcture in Cleghom neighborhood was funded entfrely by John H. Danidsand
Andrew Pratt. Both men st out to open dreets build bridges culverts, and other modem facilities of the time. The
plateau that was created by Daniels and Pratt'sworkers is conddered exfremdy well built for the hilly arees of Fitchburg.
Thus, Cleghom prides itself on its Sfraight roads and geomefricd city blocks. Because of the degp hills that make up the
City of Fitchburg, it took massve teams of laborers to complete the task of mekmg Cleghom a feesible resdentid
community.

The Cleghom neighborhood was named for Andrew Cleghom, however, other names were consdered during the
neighborhood's devdopment. In 1833 this expanding neighborhood dong Rollstone Hill was a picturesque dght to
behold, and meny of the newly arriving FHtchburgers cdled this area " Petit Quebec.” However, soon thereefter, there was
a push to find a pamanent name for this rapidly developing area in wes Fitchburg. Names consdered included
Prattsville and Danidstown, after the two origina landowners of the areg, and Lowe's Comer, after thefreasurerof the
Cleghom and Parkhill Manufacturing Companies  However, by 1890, the inhabitants of the areawere 0 often referred to
& "Cleghom's Canadians™ due to the massve frend of French-Canadian immigrants brought m during the Parkhill
Manufacturing Company’s infancy, that the area became permanently referred to as Cleghom.

Industry a Parkhill Manufactiiring Compeny

In the 19205 after years of successful operation in Fitchburg, the Parkhill Manufacturing Company experienced ahogtile
drike. This confrontation led to the complete collgpse of Parkhill's textile manufacturing which ceesad operation inthe
1930s The Hedsfrom Union Company, founded in 1915 in nearby Gardner, MA, moved aportion of their manufacturing

(continued)
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facility to the Parkhill Manufacturing Compary in 1936. In 1942, the company relocated thefr corporate officesto the
Parkhill Manufacturmg Company, esablishing it as their heedguarters The Hedsfrom Union Company  manufactured
children's toys, mog notably the "Kiddie Kar," for which they acqufred a patent for its desgn in the late 1930s During
the Ssocond World War, the company shifted its production to war products, manufacturing alerons and sabilizers for the
Navy's Corsair fighter planes.  1n addition, the company manufactured main and tail rotors for Skorsky hdicopters and
radar antenee Hedsfrom Union's war products were honored with the Army-Navy "E" Production Award on August
11,1944,

A thfrd major occupant, the Anwelt Corporation, opened a shoe manufacturing facility in the Parkhill Manufacturing
Compay in 1936. Founded in 1926 by Sdney Ansin, the Anwelt Corporation expanded its presance a the Parkhill

Manufacturing Compeany by occupying 20,000 suare feet within the complex by 1946. During the late 19505 under the
direction of Ansin's son, Rondd M. Ansin, the Anwelt Corporation utilized a number of innovative manegamant practices
to improve productivity and employee morde, including offermg compary employees managamentframingand profit-
sharing programs.  1n 1966, Anwelt purchasad the Parkhill Manufacturing Company complex from Hedsfrom Union, and

by the following year expanded its occupancy to 119,000 square feet. 1n 1972, Anwelt expanded its manufacturing to a
production of 1,200 pairs of dhoesaday. Duringthe 197/0sthe Anwelt Corporation continued to expand by purchasing

other dhoe manufacturing facilities acrass New England, including the Roberts-Hart shoe manufacturing company in

Keene, New Hampshire, and the L B. Evans Company in Wakefield and Hampton, Maine. In August 1983, Ronald Ansin

was gppointed Commissoner of Commerce and Development by Massachusetts Govemor Michad S Dukekis, where he
was respongble for administering the statels mgjor economic development initiatives in the aress of tourism, smal and

minority budness devdopment, film and televison production, and other sarvices to the busness community. The
Anwelt Corporation ceesad producing hoes a the Parkhill Manufacturing Compeany in 1986.

During the pesk periods of occupancy of eech of the three mgor manufecturers, eech occupied a large percantage of the
goece within the complex. However, in the years following the closing of the Parkhill Manufacturing Compery in the
1930s the complex hes been occupied by amix of large companies mentioned above as well s smdler industrid usars
Thismix of tenants hes continued in recent years. The property currently sarves as an office for Masdnnovation, a smart
growth compary. The Parkl " Manufacturing Company complex houses avariety of functions for numerous busnesses
and organizations, whichin e Habitat North Cenfra Massachusatts Affiliate of Habitat for Humanity Internationd,
John Simpson Production, North Cenfral Charter Essentid  School, and CAVU Foundation, LLC.  Despite the numerous
tenants in the complex, dterations to the interior of the buildings is limited to some subdivision of goeces new egress
gafrs, and minor modifications to smcturd sysems

A magor rehabilitation project is undeway for Buildings 1 and 6. This date ad federd higtoric and low-income tax
credit-assged project will creste 86 one and two bedroom gpartments sarving the 62 and over population. 81% of the
imitswill be s2 asdefor low income households (at 30% and 60% of areamedian income). The project will dso have an
entrance lobby, adminisfrative offices, laundry, and common facilities including a gathering room, common kitchen, and
resfrooms. The project will include a-grade parking on the site, and complete rehabilitation of the intenor and exterior of
Building 1 and the exterior of Building 6 including new resdential units, mechanicd sydems windows, and doors. The
rehabilitation project will maintain the historic integrity of the complex as al work is conggent with the Secretary of the
Interior's Sandardsfor Rehabilitation of Historic Properties.

(continued)
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Archaeological Significance

Since patterns of andent Native American subsgence and sattlement in Fitchburg are poorly understood, any surviving
dtes could be dignificant. Ancient dtes in this area may contribute important information related to the role and
importance of upland/interior Stes within local/regiond Native American subsgence and seitlement sysems. Ancient
dtesinthe district may contribute information that mdicates the importance of dtesinthe Nashua River drainageto dtes
within the larger Merrimack River sygem. Native Stesin this areacould be part of a larger, possbly ssesond, sdttlement
network of dtes based dong the Nadhua River, the Mearimack River, or pat of a goeddized adaptation to loca
environments in the northem cenfra Massachusatts uplands and Worceter Faeau locde Many subdgence ad
stlement theories indicate prehistoric socio/palitical/economic boundaries are basaed within riverine bedans  Prehigtoric
dgtesin the disfrict may ( Meatest of various theories relating to riverine adgptations and the importance of ranked
dreamswithinthesane o 11 drainage

Historic archaeologicd resources described above may confribute important information related to the late-19* and early-
20* century indusfrial devdopment and manufacturmg industry of Fitchburg. Detalled andyss of smcturd remains and
the contents of indusfrial frash depodts may confribute information rdated to the architecture of mill buildings ad the
different dages of the textile manufacturing process  Archaeologica resources may confribute information that
upplements documentary  sources that describe the architecture of mill buildings and the raw materids, technology, and
products usad and produced through the manufacturing process.  Important information may aso survive relating to the
working conditions of mill workers. The Parkhill Manufacturing Company weas desgned to house facilitiesfor the
complete manufacturing process from raw cotton to finished products.

(end)
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10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property apprnv 5 3 acres
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1 19 268460 4718060 3 19 268580 4718200
Zone Eadting Northing Zone Eadting Northing

2. 19 268440 4718160 4. 19 268580 4718100
Zone Eadting Northing Zone Eadting Northing
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name/titte Taya Dixon and Kate Myer, Epsilon Associates, with Betsy Friedberg, NR director MHO
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Continuation Shedts

Maps
A uses map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for higoric digricts and properties having large aoreage o humerous resour ces.

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.
Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additiona items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)
Name One Oak Hill Road LLC/// Anwelt Heritage Apartments T1 C

Street & number 250 Merrimack Street /// One Oak Hill Road . telephone. Q7R-6S3-7Qni

city or town Lawrence // Fitchhnrg . state MA zip code niR43 ///n 147.0

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for gpplications to the National Register of Historic Placesto nominate properties for
listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Responseto this request is required to obtain abenefit in accordance with the
National Historic Presarvation Act, & amended (16 U.S.C. 470 & s=q.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 181 hours per response including the time for reviewing ingtructions,
gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any agpect of this form to the Chief,
Adminigtrative Services Division, National Pak Service, PO. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of Management and Budget, Pgperwork
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Verbal Boundary Description

The boimdaries of theformer Parkhill Manufacturing Compeany are outlined in bold on the accompanying sSte magp ad
indudes lot 27 1A and 27 1B on Assessor's Mgp 50 for the City of Fitchburg.

Verbal Boundary Judtification

The boundary includes land totalmg 5.3 acres which represent all extant buildings historically assodiated with the Parkhill
Manufacturing Company (Mill C) operated in Fitchburg, MA.
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Additional Documentation

List of Photographs

MA_Fitchburg(Worcester) Parkhill 1.tif

Name: Parkhill Manufacturing Company*

. Location; One Ok Hill Road, Fitchburg, Worcester County, Massachusetts*

«  Photographer: Taya Dixon, Epsilon Associates*

. Date: October 15, 2007+

e Location of Negative: Original Digital Image at Epsilon Associates, Maynard, M A*

e Description of View: View north of south and eest elevations. Building 1 and south elevation of Building 6

3

MA_Fitchburg(Worcester) Parkhill 2.tif
e Description of View: View North of south and west devations of Building 4

MA _Fitchburg(Worcester) Parkhill 3.tif
e Description of View: View West of north elevetion of Building 5

MA _Fitchburg(Worcester) Parkhill 4.tif
e Description of View: View North of Bridge over NashuaRiver

MA_Fitchburg(Worcester)_Parkhill 5.tif
e Description of View: View North of Fourth Floor hiterior of Building 1

MA_Fitchburg(Worcester) _Parkhill 6.tif
*  Description of View: View South of Ssoond Floor Interior of Building 4

MA_Fitchburg(Worcester)_Parkhill 7.tif
e Description of View: View West of Ssoond FHoor Interior of Building 5

*Applies toall photographs



NPS Form 10-900 OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(Rev. 10-90)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet Parkhill Manufacturing Co.
Fitchburg (Worceger), MA
Section number Page

2/\



NPS Form 10-900
(Rev. 10-90)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number Page

Digrict Data Shest

Parcel ID  Property Address Building Name Date

No.

5027 |A 1 Oak Hill Road Building 1 1885. 1915

50271B 1 O&k Hill Road Building 4 1909

50271B 1 O&k Hill Road Building 5 1915

5027 1A 1 O&k Hill Road Building 6 1885, 1887,
ca.l960

5271B 1 O&k Hill Road Deck Plate Girder Bridge  ca 1930
over NashuaRiver

OMB Approval No. 1024-0018

Parkhill Manufacturing Co.
Fitchburg (Worcegster), MA

Construction

Heavy timber frame
Heavy timber frame
Heavy timber frame
Heavy timber frame

Sted Girder

Architectural
Style
Industrial
Industrial
Industrial
Industrial
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The Commonwedlth of M assachustts

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth

Massachusetts Historical Commission
Jenuary 11, 2008

Mr. J. Paul Loether, Chief

National Regiger of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Pak Service

1201 Eye Street, NW, 8* floor
Washington, DC 20005

Dear Mr. Loether:
Endosed pless=find the following nomination form:
Parkhill Manufacturing Co, Fitchburg (Worcester), MA

The nomination hes been voted dligible by the State Review Board and hes been signed by the
Sate Higtoric Preservation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending Sate
Review Board condderation 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to commert.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg
National Regiger Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission
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