Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE:
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Massachusetts
COU_NTY—
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Bristol
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM"™** .> FOR NPS USE ONLY
L « - ENTRY NUMBER
(Type all entries - complete applicable sectionsf
1. NAME
Bay Road
AN D/OR HISTORI C:
Road from Taunton t o Boston, Post Road
2 LGCATI ON Congressional District 10

STREET AND NUMBER:

415 -through 535 Bay Road (Foundry Street t oNorton town [ine”?

CITY OR TOWN :

Easton
cope COUNTY:
Massachusetts Bristol 005
fiTcCLASSIFICATION
ACCESSIBLE
wr (C(:qziec())i:) OWNERSHIP STATUS TO THE PUBLIC
H District . Building Public Public Acquisition; H Occupied Yes:
Site . Structure Privote I 1 In Process I | Unoccupied Restricted
Object Both I 1 Being Considered [ | Preservation work Unrestricted
in progress + No
PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
| | Agricultural | 1 Government Park A Transportation I 1 Comments
Commercial I | Industriol n Privote Residence Other (Specify)
1 1 Educational Military Rehgiojj? , 14"
| | Entertainment I 1 Museum 1 | Scientific
VA OWNER OF PROPERTY
OWN ER'S N AME;
Town of Easton
|Ui STREET AND NUMBER:
w Elm Street (Town Hall)
CITY OR TOWN:
Easton

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

Bristol County Registry

STREET AND NUMBER:

11 Court Street

CITY OR TOWN:

Taunton

REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE OF SURVEY:

State-wi de Preservation Plan, First

DATE OF SURVEY:
DEPOSITORY

1970

FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

Massachusetts Historical
STREET AND NUMBER:

Office of the Secretary,

CITY OR TOWN:

Boston

of Deeds
STATE
Massachusetts 02s
Edition
Federal State I 1 County Local
Commission
State House
STATE: CODE
Mas.'*A chnsp.tts 025



7. DESCRIPTION

(Cllecfc One)
Excellent H Good . Fair . Deteriorated . Ruins . Unexposed
CONDITION
(Check One) (Check One)
Altered Q Unaltered [~ Moved Original Site
DESCRIBE THE PRESEI'T, AND ORIGINAL (il known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Bay Road .fer? Easton i sa two-mle stretch of theroad which runs frim
metropolitan Boston t o Taunton, Massachusetts- Wthinthis distKict, the Bay

Road runs i na south/southwesterly direction; i ti sgenerallystraight with
slight angling which i stheresult of adaptation tothecontours of thelanc”.
The northern boundary of thedistrict i sFive Corners, theintersection of

Foundry Street (running i nan east-west direction) and Depot Street (run-
ning i nanortherly direction). The southern boundary of thedistrict i s
the town line of Norton.

Three roads give access totheBay Road from t heeast and west. The
first. Highland Street, enters Bay Road on t hewesterly side at t henortherili
end of thedistrict. The remaining two enter fromtheeast at themddle and
southern end of thedistrict; these are Prospect and Dean Streets, respectively

The Bay Road itself i sarodand a half wide (with slight variations).

It has an unmarked surface of tar and there are no sidewal ks or curbstones.

Tel ephone and power |ines, though present on both sides of theroad, in nost
places blend i nwith thenatural setting. The road i sabutted on both sidei

by privately owned property and i sgenerally bordered by trees, shrubs, stoijie m
walls and fences. Dwellings areset off theroad at varying distances m
none exceeding fifty feet.

Beyond t he i nmedi ate borders of this sectionof theBay Road, t henatuJral”
setting remains intact except for theinterruption of dwellings. A line of
woods runs close totheeastern side of theroad. There is nore open space
on thewestern side of theroad, which i slower i nelevation and i s char-
acterized by a brook, called Milberry Brook, running parallel tothe Road 70
and about one-quarter mle fromit. cz

The Bay Road i n Easton i snow a secondary road whose use i s |imited n
largely tolocal t:raffic. There areno comercial structures on t heroad-

Dwel I i ngs with acconpanying sheds and barns aretheonly buildings present.

The westerly side of theroad, south of Highland Street, i sthelocation of
eight dwellings, only two of which post-date thenineteenth century. 1In o
the small section between Highland Street and t henorthern boundary of the
district area Gange building, an elementary school and twoprivate dwelliilig"

Oh theeasterly side of theroad areeighteen dwellings, s'laven of which arc
post-nineteenth century. At thepoint where Prospect Street enters Bay Road
and slightly east of i ton Prospect Street i sa cemetery of related interest;
its earliest stone bears thedate 1739.

In total, theBay Road District i nEaston presents a bucolic picture,
mar ke*physical and architectural continuity.
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BAY ROAD EASTON MASS
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2. LOCATION

The Boundaries necessary t opreserve theintegrity of t he Bay Road
are as follows: from Highland Street tothesouth termnus at the Norton/Eastjon
town lines: 300 feet oneach side of theroad;, from Highland Street to the
north termnus at Foundry Street: 150feet on each side of t heroad.
These nmeasurenents aretaken from the centerline.
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SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

I | Pre-Columbian | C3 Century gl 18th Century . 20th Century
15th Century H 17th Century |XI' 19th Century

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (U Applicable and Known) not applicable
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginal | 1 Education . Political |1 Urban Planning

I 1 Prehistoric [ 1 Engineering . Religion/Phi- . Other (-Specify;
Historic I | Industry losophy
[ I Agriculture j 1 Invention Science
~2 Architecture | | Landscape 1 | Sculpture
Art Architecture I | Social/Human-

I I Commerce i | Literature'r"" itarian

1 1 Communications Military . Theater

I I Conservation Music Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The O d Bay Road, which has al so been known as t he Post Road, t he Rogji
from Taunton t oBoston, and t heKing's H ghway, has a history which pre-
dates thewhite settlement of America. The Bay Road originally was an

v Indian path which layinadirect route fromthesettlement at Bostont o
Taunton, Swansea and Mount Hope, t heseat of King Philip, chieftan of the
Vénpanoag tribe. This was theonly route by which theearliest inland
settlements could reach thegrist mlls on theNeponset River and t herelajtive
conforts of Boston.

The significance of theEaston district of theBay Road lies i nitshis-
torical continuity. The majority of thethirty-six mle road has been
greatly altered but, with theexception of adjustments toinprove surface
conditions, this two-mle section of theroad has not changed i ndirection
or physical characteristic i nover two hundred and fifty years. Eighteenth
century maps and | and deeds (sone as early as 1717) showthis portion of tne
road i nits present location and indicate itsfunction as a main thorough-
fare t o Boston.

Rem nders of early settlers arefrequent along this section of Bay
Road. The Keith House, which stands at t heNorton Town |ine, as well as

U3 the Benjamin WIlliams Tavern and t he Thonmas Manl ey House ar e exanpl es of
Colonial architecture. Sone nineteenth century and contenmporary dwellings
are also found here, so that theEaston district exhibits three centuries
of Anerican architecture.

Two m|estones on thewesterly side of theroad, bearing thedistances
to Boston,and Taunton and t hedate 1773, attest totheroad's use i nthese
early days. Slightly east of theBay Road on Prospect Street i stheJohn
Wlliams Cenetery, whose headstones date from 173 9.



9 MMR Bl BLI OGRAPH CAL REFEREINCES

Chaffin, WilliamL. History of the Town of Easton. Cambridge, 1886.
Hurd, D Hamilton. History of Bristol County. Philadelphia, 1883.
',Massac.tiusetts State Archives. Maps andPlans, Third Series, ,1796 Series,
18f30 Series.
Record Books, Bristol County Registry of Deeds.
10. GEORAPH CAL DATA N

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE
DEFINING A RECTANGLE

COORDINATES
LOCATING THE PROPERTY

LATITUDE LONGI TUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW 42° 01" 26" 71° O7"' 27"
NE 42° 01" 26" 71 ° 07 « 08"
SE 41° 59" 47" 71 ° 07 - 08"

Sw 4i-2—50 —4",, 7i 07 21
OXIMATE ACRE Ag,E,cSi*" ,N*M|NATED PROPERTY;

ILisT ZL:rr7"’\'c"U""\n’\M’\o’\BHr"’\s

JH,.. ly 1972 \

iii FCRM PREPARED BY
NAME AND TITLE:

Richard W Hal e,
ORG ANI ZATlI ON

Massachusetts Historical
STREET AND NUMBER:

Office of the Secretary,

CITY OR TOWN:

Boston

iiTStATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICATION”

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nominationis:

National . State H Local

DHN F.X. DAVOREN
j'ecretary of the Commonwealth,

"Mi'"  Chairman, M assachuactta
Hi storical Comm ssion

Bat e Decenber

/\0”/\

OoVERLAP ~

Conm ssi on

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES

LATITUDE LONGI TUDE

Jr., Acting Chairman

State House

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds

r L]
a""TeS
STATE OR COUNTY BOUN
COUN TY
COUNTY:
COUNTY:
DATE
12/15/71

STATE

Massachusetts 5

NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

| hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

‘A ‘ML

Chief, Office of Archeology  and Hi setvation
ATTEST:
Date

GP O 901.087

=]



PLEASE FETHRN THI'S 70m TOEN THK PROPERTY | SRESULBM TTED. DATE
NAVE OF PROPERTY 6%y (go P t+Al+z

The attached National Register Inventory-Nom nation form i sbeing returned t oyour
office for clarification of theinformation indicated bel ow

11
1. Nane. _J4 yl

2. Location.

A

3. Classification.

4. Oaner of Property.

5. Location of Legal Description.

6. Representation i nExisting Surveys,

7. Description.

8. Statement of Significance.

9. Bibliography.

10. Geographical Dat a.
a. Longitude andLlatitude Coordinates,

b. Acreage.

_11. Form Prepared By.
12. Certification.

Phot ographi ¢ Cover age.

Map Cover age.

Other. WEWDUtD un”"TD MORE p«Easf boVK(MR,BS 1~ PQ.-"\(fit.g. crut-P w"rsu”gr

PAg MRV Yo Er MUt L REIANGe—

Clarification or correction of theabove items nust be nade prior totheinitiation
of our professional review. Correction of these technical errors does not
necessarily insure that thenomnation will then satisfy National Register criteria
in full. -H sl cS

Thank youf ~ryour attention totheabove itenms checked.

S G\ED
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Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
MY 1969 NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
{ ) Massachusetts

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Bristol
PROPERTY MAP FORW FOR NPS USE ONLY
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) ENTRY NUM
1. NAME
COMMON: Bay Road
AND/OR HISTORIC;
2. LOCATION

STREET AND NUMBER:

416 through 535 Bay Road (Foundry Street t oNorton town |ine)

CITY OR TOWN:

Easton
STATE: COUNTY:

Massachusetts 025 Bristol

3 WP REFERENCE

SOURCE:

USGS Brockton, Mass, Taunt on, Mass.
SCAE 1: 24,000

1963 1962

[4 REQUJ REMENTS
TO BE INCL-UDED ON ALL MAPS
1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow. Pi~

3. Latitude and longitude reference.

CODE
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NSFIELD 6 Ml

UNNET 1 ML
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EASTON: OLD BAY ROAD HISTORIC DISTRICT

U.5.G.S . BROCKTON, MASS. - 1963
TAUNTON, MASS. - 1962

Scale: 1:24,000




uJ

LU

Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THEINTERIOR STATE

(CloTy 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Massachusett s
COUNTY
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Bristol
PROPERTY MAP FORM FOR NPS USEONLY
. . ENTRY NUMBER
(Type  all entries - attach to or enclose with  map) m 5 m
1. NAME
C OMMON: Bay Road

AND/OR HISTORIC:

2. LOCATION
STREET ANDNUM BER:

416 through 535 Bay Road (Foundry Street to Norton town line)
CITY ORTOWN :
Easton
STATE: cope COUNTY:
M assachusetts 025 Bristol
3. MAP REFERENCE
SOURCE:

Staff drawi ng, Massachusetts Historical Comm ssi on”®
SCALE: approx. 1 inch to 1/5 mile
1971
4. REOUIREMENTS
TO BEINCLUDED ONALL MAPS
1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.

3. Latitude and longitude reference.

CODE
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April 10,

National Register of Historic Places

Office of Archeology & Historic Preservation
1100 L. Street, NW

Washington, D C 20006

Enclosed i sa resubmi ssionof :

Easton, Mass. Bay Road

with nmore precise information regarding theboundaries,

that this will do it.

Sincerely,

Anne R Wardwel |

Survey Director

[ aw Mass. Historical Comm ssion

1972

Hope



Eagon Historicah Commisson

EASTON TOWN OFFICE

NORTH EASTON, MASS. 02386

JUNI '9'2 . ~ ~ A



For info only Eadon Historicah Commisson

Congredff of tj"e HKntteb states! EASTON TOWN OFFICE
Jode of SeidartdE NORTH EASTON, MASS. 02306
"1
19
| 6
Sir:

o  The “Mtachea™oiamunlcation
~ (eb) .

IS sent for you™ coasideration.
":;Mease ftivestiggtte the statenments
contained thej"in andforward ne
the necessary information forre-
ply, retvimng the enclosed corre-

spondence wi th your answer.

o AN y/\

ANNN

JUIN 1 1972



TOWN OF NORTON
BOARD OF SELECTMEN

My 31, 1972

Congr esswonman Margaret M Heckler
506 Cannon Bl dg,
Washi ngton, DC 20510

Dear Ms. Heokler:

Reports i nthe press state that a two-mle

'oortion of Bajr Road i n the Town of Easton has been
isted as ariHistorlc Wy on~the National Register

of Historic Sites by the National Park Service in
the Department of the Interior. Just what portion
of Bay Road, hovrever, is unclear, and the Easton
Historical Conm ssion has received no official

I nformation, though your office called the press.

_ My | please inquire whether you can
ascertain? for the Tovrn of Norton:

(1) Vihether any portion of Bay Road i n the Town of
Norton has been designated as an Historic Wy, and

(2) How we could see to i tthat the Norton section
of the road, which is equally as historic as
that i n Easton, can be so listed?

[f the Norton section is not nov7 included, any
assistance Kou my give to see that i tis added

will be highly appreciated. V& would l[ike to
have our Norton section so designated.

It you will |et ne know how the matter
now stands, | shall be glad to comunicate with

the Norton Historical Conm ssion and the Norton
Historical Society if letters in support from
themwoul d be useful, | hope to hear from you
soon.

YArs  trMM TyM

_Curtis Dahl, Clerk A



Action 0**tca_EJMEA VN OF NORTON

For info *ARD OF SELECTMEN
CogaSy a tfte UnitdJ gHiges
SSedhiington, B.C.
19 My 31, 1972
JN 16 J972
ret M Heckler
Sir: 510

The attached conmmi cati on

is sent for your consideration. in the press state that a two-mile
in the Town of Easton has been
Pl ease investigate the statenents ic WAy on the National Register
y the National Park Servicei n
contained therein andforward ne he Interior. Just what portion
r, i sunclear, and t heEaston”
the necessary information for re- Ih has received no official

_ your office called thepress,
ply, returning the enclosed corre-

3ase inquire whether you can
spondence wi th your answer. D/m of Norton:

> Your /! */ion of Bay Road i n the Town of
designated as an Historic Wy,, and

l toitthat t heNorton section
M G .ch i sequally as historic as
can be so listed?

n i snot now included, any
ive t oseethat it i sadded
ciated. Ve would liketo
ilon so designated.

.. .. 111et ne know how t he matter
now stands, | shall be glad to conmmunicate with
the Norton Historical Comm ssion and t he Norton
Historical Society if letters i nsupport from

t hem woul d be useful, | hope to hear fromyou
soon*

_Curtis Dahl, Clerk



JUN-"*0

Fon. Mirgaret M Heckler

House of Representativea

VesMhgton, DC

Dear Ms. Heckler:

W are pl eased to acknow edge ytnur i_ngui ry in behal f of

M. John J. Kent, Chairnan, Eastm H Btorical CoiralBsion
in North Hasten, Massachusetts, concerning the preservaticm
of dd Bay Road.

W appreciate your interest inthis matter, and will provide
you areply at our earliest opportunity.

Sincerely yours.

Gaxge B. Hartzog, Jr.

Director

FNP:CEBraxton:dar:6/27/72
CIfio2ll+
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Bobert M- Utle2

i»el SddiawM <CcttJStitiiant's liStter returaad) Office of Archeology
and Historic Preservation
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fo® HosQjrable Jdto F. X. DaxBP«i
Secretary of the Coonacowedth
Chatnma
Hassadmsetts Historical Ccnnlssicm
Office of tha a«cretary
State louse
Boston, M& ssachusQtts CK2133wicy inc.
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