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(The Sail Loft - St. George (Tenant's Hbr.))

The Sail Loft, located in the Tenant T s Harbor section of St. George 
was built in 1860 by Deacon Robert Long. The two and a half story build­ 
ing from the start was intended to serve multiple function: the first 
story contained a ships' chandlery (the R.Long & Son Store), the second 
story a sail loft, and the half story a storage area and a molding shop. 
The building was immediately adjacent to the Bean & Long Shipyard.

The Sail Loft is a large rectangular building in the Greek Revival 
style with gable roof, two internal end chimneys, and clapboard siding. A 
granite block foundation supports the structure. Restrained classical motifs 
are seen, including cornice and Doric pilasters at each of the four corners.

The main facade of the building faces south-east and is two stories 
high and seven bays wide. In the second story there are seven simple two- 
over-two windows, irregularly placed. The first story contains two double 
doors, four two-over-two windows, and a blocked up window.

The south-west and north-east ends of the building are two and a half 
stories high and originally seem to have been two bays wide. The north­ 
east elevation contains two six-over-six windows in the half story, with 
two two—over-two windows in the second story; a third second story window 
was created and subsequently blocked up. There are no first-floor openings 
in this end of the building.

The south-west end of the building -contains two six-over-six windows 
in the half story. The second story features two two-over-two windows 
flanking a simple door. Access to this entrance is provided by an external 
wooden stairway attached to the end of the building. The first story con­ 
tains a blocked-up window and doorway.

The half-story windows at each end of the structure represent original 
sashes C6/6), as opposed to the more recent two-over-two sashes elsewhere.

Except for minor modifications to the building noted above, along with 
internal partitions on the second floor, the Sail Loft is very well pre­ 
served. None of the alteration to date is irreversable.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

During much of the 19th. century the shores of Tenant's Harbor in the 
Town of St. George were lined with ships on ways in various stages of con­ 
struction. Most of these were the famous "coasters", schooners of various 
sizes which handled the trade along the Atlantic and Gulf coasts and the 
West Indies. Carrying from Main* |ce, stone, lime and lumber, these vessels 
were the backbone of trade in these waters until supplanted by steamships 
and the railroads. Over seventy of these durable crafts were built in this 
little community during the fifty years between 1820 and 1870. As further 
testament to the nautical flavor of the region the 1860 Directory for 
St. George listed 26 master mariners.

Today all that remains as tangible evidence of this heritage is the 
Sail Loft built by Deacon Robert Long in 1860. Sturdy and rugged, it is, in 
fact, a kind of time capsule. Except for some partitioning on the second 
floor the building is little changed. Originally it housed a ship chandlery 
on the first floor, called R. Long & Son's Store; a sail loft on the second 
floor, rented out to Elwell Jackson; and a molding shop on the third floor. 
Today the first floor still contains many of the furnishings of the old store.

In 1870, Robert Long's son, Whitney, went into partnership with Holly 
Bean to build schooners. During the next two years they built seven vessels 
on the land in front of the Sail Loft.

*

A nearly complete set of the records of the Long businesses during the 
period 1860 to 1874 was found in the building and these documents are now 
on loan to the Bath Marine Museum for classifications and study.

The Sail Loft, as a local landmark, is a reminder to the residents of 
Tenant's Harbor of a proud maritime heritage.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Beginning at a point of Commercial St. 75 feet north of its termination at 
the shore, proceed southwesterly 250 feet along an unnamed roadway to the south 
west property line of the -Sail3 'Loft. Then pro/ceed northwesterly; ,150 fieet along 
this il1irie* at which point turn northeasterly and proceed 250 feet to Commercial 
St. and thence southeasterly along this street to the point of origin.
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As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer foj.theJSlatrMjaK-Hislapricifes^rvatJQa Aatrof 1966 (Public Law 89-665), I 
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.
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