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1. Name of Property =

historic name Beildey Square

other names/site number Westside Parte

2. Location

Street & number Area bounded by Byrnes Ave, D St, Leonard Ave and G St + not for publication
city ortown LasVegas e vicinity

state Nevada code NV county Clark code 003 zip code 89106

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As ttie designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this # nomination
» request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in ttie National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
~| meets Q does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant Q riationalty

| statewide Sl locally. (* See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Date

Nevada State Historic Preservation Office
State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property « meets « does not meet the National Register criteria. (G See continuation sheet for additional
comments.)

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State Of Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification
| hereby certify that this property is: Signature of ttie Keeper Date of Acfion
entered in the National Register
e Seecontinuation sheet.
O determined eligible for ttie
National Register
e See continuation sheet
» determined not eligible for the
National Register
« removed from the National
Register
« other (explain):



5. Classification

Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply)

Category of Property
(Check only one box)

13 private n building(s)
e publicdocal ISIdistrict
e public-State e site
e public-Federal e stmcture
* Object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter 'N/A' if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

NA
6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC/single dwelling

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categoriesfi‘'ominstructions)

MODERN MOVEMENT/Ranch style.

Narrative Description See Continuation Sheet

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing ~ Noncontributing
$9) 53 buildings
sites
structures
objects
148 Total

Numt)er of contributing resources previously listed in
the National Register

None

Current Functions
(Enter categoriesfi‘'ominstructions)

DOMESTIC/single dwelling

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation CONCRETE

roof ASPHALT/claytile

walls WOOD/board and batten, clapboard
STUCCO
SYNTHETICS/permastone
METAL/aluminum siding

Other METAL
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Narrative Decription

The Beildey Square subdivision, whichislocated inthe areahistorically known as LasVegas Westside,
condggsof 148 Contemporary Ranch-style homesdesigned by architect Paul R. Williams and constructed
between 1954 and 1955. The subdivisionislaid out according to Federa Housing Administration (FHA)
dandards and retainsits original sreet and block pattern. The layout, with separated sidewalks and
limited externd access points, exhibits aconcem for traffic reduction and pedestrian safety. The siting,
with shallow front yards and generous rear yards, highlights the then-new residentia pattern, which
focused family and neighboiiiood activities inthe back yards. The homes possess the clean lines
indicative of a Contemporary Ranch homewith open, integral carports. The building materials display
classic Ranch detailing, including board and baiten and clgpboard siding. The windows, which are
largdly intact, feature six Ughts, sted framesand muntins, and a combination offixedand casement
saghes

In addition to tiie 148 homesin Berkley Square thereare 35 minor accessory dructures. These smctures
ae small, even temporary, and have been added within the last 50 years. A typical renovation to the
Berkley Square homes isthe enclosu'e of the carport for agarage or additiona living space. Large-scde
renovations ae rare. Alterations, therefore, are relatively minor. Even with the exception noted above,
home owners gppear to have utilized similar design and materialswhen making aterations. A summary
of contributing and non-contributing stmctures follows.

PRIMARY RESOURCES

Historic Contributing buildings (res dences) 95
Historic Non-contributing buildings (residences) 53
TOTAL RESOURCES 148
PERCENTAGE CONTRIBUTING BUILDINGS 64%

The Berkley Square subdivision retainsgood integrity. The subdivision itself, aproduct of the FHA in

the post-war years, has excdlent integrity. The dreet, block and lot patterns, as well as sdewalks and
building setbacks, are nearly completely intact. The homes themsaves have good integrity. As noted, the
most common changeisthe enclosure ofthe carport. Other changes typically occur inthe back, whichis
not visiblefrom any public right-of-w”. The windows, a distinctive and attractive agpect ofthe Berkley
Square homes remain intact and distinguish these homes from similar tract homesof the era

Location and Setting

Berkley Squareislocated in northwest LasVegas, an areawhich was known historicaly as the Westside
and isnow known as West LasVegas. The subdivision lieswest ofthe Union Pacific railroad tracks;
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nortii oftiieM cWilliams Original Las Vegaes Towndte (1904); and narth and adjacant totheH.F.M. & M.
Tradt and the Valley View Trad (1924). The survey area indudes the entire subdivison as originally
desgned in 1999 and recorded in 1954 Thisarea indudes the lats to dther Sde of Byrnes Avenue,
Whyat Avenue, Freaman Avenue and Leonard Avenue bevwean D and H Sreds

The topogr*hy isflat. Berkley Square indesd Las Veges asawhde lieswithin abadgn nearly
aurrounded by mauntains To the west are the Soring Mamtaios to the eest Qunrise Mountain; and to the
nortii the Desart Mountain Wildlife Range The urban context is as falows

Berkley Squareis adimedted to surrounding arterid dreds a Freaman Avenue and D Sredt; Byrnes
Avanueand H Sred; and Owans Avenue and F Srest. Owens Avanueisa mga west-bamd arterid,
and iscouplaed with the eest-bamd Harrison. The subdivison's main etry is Owens Avenue and F
Sred, which isflankeddurentiy by avacant lat, a housng devdopment, and a commerdal building.

The subdivison issurounded on the west, north and eest primarily by housng that devdaped
aontemporaneoudy. To the south isardativdy goarse mix of commeadd and resdential devdopment.
Kit Carson Elanentary Schod islocated to the nartheest; amgar commerdal devdgpment isto the
sauthwed; a park, community oenter and library are to the narthwest; and the devated Union Pacific
Railroad tradks and Bonanza Underpass are dighdy farthe to the eedt.

Platting and Devel opment

Although Bekley Square eventudly was sponsaored by the Veeran's Adminigration (VA), it wes
ooncaved asa Fadad Housng Adminigration (FHA) prgedt and digolays lliedesign charaderidics of
an FHA aubdivison. The FHA influencad the desgn of subdivisons and hames aarass the country, asit
was required that a bank, before lending maoney to a red-etate devdoper, dotain FHA approval. This
gavethe FHA an gopartunity to advise devdopears and to oversse devdgpment dandards and proocesses'
The Land Planning Division of the FHA was esebUshed in 1934 in arde to devdgp desgn dandards
provide desgn services and oversee devdopmeant prgeds

Desgn conogpts promated by the FHA induded acurved dredts looping sreds and shart cul-desacs
intended to dow traffic and praeat children. Differentiated drculation, which festured the superblodk
aonagpt with faw edternad aooess paints was intended to reduce the vaimie of traffic into the subdivison.
Thisisreleaed in the desgn of Berkley Square which aooesses extand artaidsin only three paints
The aubdivisons were intended to indude parks schods and commerda devdopment. Pedetrian ssfety
Was a primary concem and it was a aommon pradtioe to sgparate automabile and pedetrian traffic. This
isreflected in Berkley Squarewith the sygem of ddewalks sgparatedfr omthe sret with planting grips

Nenton, 643.
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In 1947, The City of Las Vegas began aorrespondence with the Federa Housng Adminidration on the
planned Bekley Square subdivison, then knom as Weddde Park. At that timegtiieFHA suggeted tiiat
the 30-aare parad be platted for 148 lots Covenants ware suggeted to govem land usg, building heght
ad dte aress sbacks fences and landscaping, architedtura design, minimumfloor areg, and utilities
Sdewaks were to beaminimum of 4 fegt, and dredsweareto be 36 fest paved, curbto-curb. The
ovenants were to bein effect for aminimum of twenty-five years

The subdivison wesfinallyreoorded May 27, 1954. The reoorded oma's ware Edward A. Freaman and
J. J. Byrnes Covenants for the 1481at aubdivison waerecarded M » 28, 194 and amendad Decamber
29,1954. The subdivison wes renamead Beakley Square and the prgedt was soonsored by the Veterans
Adminidration. Architectiu™ contrds were in place induding contrds on the placameant offences
Freaman, Byrnes and Wyett ware named asthe architedtura confro commiittes and etabUshed a proces
for review of proposals

Today, even thaugh the architedtura contrds have bem lifted, few praperty omne's have devdoped
amauresin thefrontsgtbadk. The overall desgn quadlity of the subdividon remains intact. The dreds
ae broad, with two traffic lanes and parking on éther dde  Sdewdks are spparatedfr omthe gregt with
aplanting drip. Thae ae noregular dred tress but thare ae matiu'e trees in manyfrontyards

The mgority ofthe hames ae & badkfr omthe dret asthey ware higorically and continue to define the
dredscgpe in argjtiar pattern of buildingfr ontages. Althaugh the hames reain the same masdng, the
endaaure of the carpart may have caused the dregscape to gopear dightiy less gpen than it did originally.
Anatha madification is the addition of fendng to thefr ontyards a desgn dement which wes prohibited
during the firs 25 years Many yards festure cydone o wrought iron fences bewean brick piers which
unlike a s0lid fence hdp to maintain the original sanse of trangoarency. Otha fences feature low,
aonade blodk walls which aso aontribute to the aetheic of trangoarencyfr omthe Srest. The urban
desgn charaamdics of the subdivison remain largdy intad.

Architectural Design

The housss of Bakley Square are Contenparary Style Ranch Houses  Alan Hess defines the charader-
defining festures of the Ranch House asa onedary house with alow-pitched, gabled o hipped roof, with
wide eaves of ganard as/mmery with aharizontal emphads an gpen-interiar plan blending fiinctional
Foaoss drong comedions totii eoutdde witii informal or rudic materids or deails and aplan thet is
rambling and suggedtive of wings o additions™ A Randh house may also have along shdlow a-grade
atry porch, reddent of the corredor of the traditional Ranch hame for which it was ingoired. Family
adivity was desgned to ooaur in the backyard while parking wes ressrved for thefr ont.In contrad, the
earlir Minimal Traditional gyle tends to have a quere foatprint, symmerica festures a mare vertically-

Hes Ranch Haus 17.
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oriented fenestration pattern, and a small overhang over the door. Many Minimal Traditiona
devdopments still have the small parking garage to the rear ofthe lot, a pattern that was popularized in
developmentsinthe early part of the century.

The homes of Berkley Square borrow featuresfrommodem styles, which are reflective of the fact thet the
homes weredesigned inthe late 1940s. The homesdisplay the typical building form and internal
organization indicative of the typical Ranch house. The massing is simple and offersthe clear
composition and clean lines of early modem architecturd influences. Theimique character-defining
features of the homesare the windows, with multiple lights, sted frames, and a combination of casement
and fixed saehes  The focal windows are nearly squarewith adight vertical or dight horizontal

emphads, and six hghts of varying sizes and proportions. Thislatter feature isin contrast to the tract
Ranch house, lending Berkley Square aimique sense of dtyle that aligns closer to earlier Ranch homes or
Minimal Traditional homes

House Models

Early planning for Berkley Squareincluded two different house models: Model A and Model B, which
weredigtinguished by fafade design. All homes had rectangular footprints and were sited close to the
front property line. The homesdisplayed the samefrontand side-yard setbackscreating the same
relationship to the street and sidewak and tiie same gpaceinthe rear yard. All homes had a carport on the
left hand side of the house and were supported by squarewood pogts. Carports wereintegral, original
featuresto all Berkley Square homes. The side gable houses had open tmss-work inthe gable in the
carport. The hip roofhouses had exposed raftersinthe carport. Typically the carports had a dorage area
tothe rear. By covenant, no front yard fences were added inthe first 25 years.

The Model A and Model B homescould be varied fiuther by the addition of ahip roof with the ridge
parald to the sreet, or aside gable roof A wide or narow overhang over the door also added
digtinction. Overhangs were an extension of the mainroof Additionally, the homesvaried with exterior
finishes and with dternative fenestration patterns. All homes had sed fi‘amewindows with fixed and

caament sash on the front faBade.
Modd A Modd B Unknown Total
76 0 13 148
5%% 4L &0 100%

Today, the Model A and Model B homes retain much of their original integrity. A representative Model
A homefeatures an asymmetrical facade with two horizontally-oriented windows to the right of the
dightly offset entry. The window gppears to the | eft of the entry with ahorizontal orientation. Both
windows on the right have threelights and casament sash. The window on the far right gppears dightiy
wider. Thewindow on the left features six lights - three acrossand two down - with casament sash.
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Thereisalarge omtrd light on the battom. The casamant saeh isontiielove |eft hand Sde

Campar ativdy, aregoresmtative Modd B hame features an agymmedrica falaede with a dightiy offsst
atry aswdl. The window to therightof the door isthe same window asthat on the Modd A that ooours
to the left of the door. Thewindow on the left Sde of the door hasthe same arrangamant of lights but is
VCTticdly rathe than horizontally oriented.

I ntegrity

Bekley Square digplaysthe original platting pattern as desgned in 1949 and recorded in 1964, induding
tile dred layout, block and lot patterns and Sret aross section, induding Sdewalks and planting drip.
All hames ascongmaed in 194 and 1956 are edant. Very few hames have bemn edended into the front
yard sdbadk, 0 the grest sadtion as dedfined by the building facades remain intact. Additionally, mogt
gdeyard sgbadks are also intadt, Ukdy because Berkley Square atypical pog-war devdopmant peitarn
with narrowv 9deyard and alJowfrontyard sstbacks make the badk yard the only logical place for an
addition. These additions hovevea ae na vigblefromtii edred.

The mgarity of the hamnes a0 retain the conarée drivenvay on the left Sde ofthe lot. The mogt comman
dteration to thefr ontyard isthe addition of afence Many ofthe fences gopear 'trangparat’ dueto
cydone o wrought iron. In this regpett, the srestscgpe reains the gpen fed that it had higorically, when
fencess weare nat allowved by ded retridtion. The subdivison asawhde réains na only its integrity as
condruded, but its integrity asoriginally desgned.

The integrity of the hames in Berkley Square isgood. The hames are desgned in the Contemparary Style
Randh House atam coined by Alan Hess in Ranch House and have dean, unduttered lines and the
bagc charaderidics of atrad Randh Houss, with the exogption ofthe focal windows which digplay some
unique charaderidics

Almad all the hames retain the original building envdope, asvievedfr omthe sdewalk and public dred.
Very fav hames have had ssoond gory additions or have bean extended into thefr ontor Sdeyards The
mod common addition isto therear. Many hame omna's have aested a patio endosure or have added
additional Uving o0ace Theze dhanges are on therear ofthe house and with no alleys they are nat visble
from any pubUc right-of-way.

The mag common dnange to the hames as viewed fr omthe publicr ight-of -w” has bean to endose the
previoudy goen carpart for an integra garage o additiona room. These changes typically repet the
building envdope  This dhange has nat bean conddared dramatic enaugh to make the resource non-
ocontributing, provided thet any new openings arein an architedtura vocabulary compatible with the
original desgn ofthe hausa Therdore, if the carpart was endosad and a horizontally-oriented,
duminum+rame diding sash window added, the house is gill conddered contributing to the overall
Exidrid. 1f an incompatible gpening weas added, the house is conddered non-contributing.
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Otha dhanges to the hames typically minor, have tended to bewithin the architedtura vocabulary ofthe
aubdivison o of the Contamparary Ranch hame in ganerdl. Examples indude the addition of a venesr o
oontrading materid bdow the windows the addition of shutters o the ingalation of new porch

LUpparts

The Berkley Square aubdividon is dgnificant asan example of an FHA aubdivison, among ahe aress of
dgnificance It reains integrity of location, desgn and setting with regpedt to this area of dgnificance It
isin the same location and its seting is largdy intact aswl, the surrounding aress having bean also
devdopad in the pot-war years The draulation patterns aurrounding the subdivison remain intact as
desgned. The dedgn ofthe subdivison today, evidenced by drculation, blodk ad lat pattems isthe
e aswhen condmded in the mid-1950s House placament and satbadks are alo largdy intact.

The desgn features of the hames are intact, induding window goenings and adua windowfi”™ mesand
muntins Where the carpart hasbean endasad, it is largdy within the exiging envdope and digplays
gpenings compatible with theret ofthe housa The roof lines parchesfinishesand goedal features of
tiie houses auch asporch aupparts ae largdy intad. Somefinishesand festures have bemn dtared, but
naw features are often within the original vocabulary ofthe aubdivison. Thus the design oftiiehames as
wdl asthe materids and waorkmanship, reains inteyity.

The feding, which is ddfined asthe cumulative effect of sdting, desgn, materias and warkmanship, is
intact. Assodation isaso intad, in that the naghborhood retains the gppearance it had when designed
andfinancedby African Americansfar the Afiican American community in West Las Vegas The
naghborhood resdents are ill largdy Afiican American, and many ofthe hames remain in the family
that originally purchassd tham in the mid-1950s

Whethe hames were aconddered Contributing or Non-contributing to the higoric digrict was determined
asfdlows The compadtion ofthefr ontfaBede isthe moat impartant agpect ofthe houses astherears of
the houses are nat vigblefr omthe dredt. Thus additions totiierear that ware nat visblefr omthe front
did nat affect the contributory gatus ofthe hause

The mog commaon dhange to the hames isendodang the carpart. This was nat conddered ddrimentd, as
it typically ooours within the same foatprint and does nat darad fr omthe overall gopearance of the front
faBede If a new window was added that wes in the architedtura vocabulary oftii esubdividon - typically
an duminumHi-ame shding window - then the change wes conddered acogptable Honveve, if a
soondary entry o garage door wes added, this rendered the house non-contributing, asit changed the
oengd accesstothehame If anew carpart was added to thefr ontof the house and it was atemparary
mdd dmdure this waes conddered revarsble and therdare acogptable

Otha dhanges that were aocogptable induded an dteration of awindow if the proportions weare maintained
and the window wes in the exiging vocabulary of thehouse Similarly, if dadding wes added thet wes
typical ofthe aubdivison, such asabridk o pamagdone venesr unde the windows this was conddared
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aooptable However, if the house was fully redad and some windows dhangad and the porch supparts
atead, theze cumulative dhanges rendered the house non-contributing. In athe words one o two minor
dhangss ware conddared acogptable mgar dhanges a many amall dhanges weare conddered
unacogptable

Previous Surveys

The Bearkley Square subdivison wes aurveyad for higoric propertiesin 2006, No previous surveys of the
aubdivison had bean conduded, dthough it was 'discovered’ when afoousd aurvey of Wes Las Veges
was conduded in 2002. The 2006 survey conduded with the recommendation that the subdivison be
naminated to the National Regde for the following reesons
+ for itsrde in the redevdopment of Las Vegas Weddde and houdng for tii eAfrican-American
community in the period leeding up the Civil Rights era, and therefore an impartant agoedt of
local higary, particularly ethnic higory;,
o asthefir stminority-built subdivison in the Sate of Nevada™ and
+ for its assodation with the African American architect Paul R. Williams, who had a national
reputation asa desgna and asan African-American in afieldin which African Americans had
nat traditionally bean recognized.

List of properties in Berkley Square

The fdlowing isalig ofthe resources in Berkley Sgquare along with a natetion asto whahe they are
ocontributing o non~contributing to the proposed National Regde Higoric Didrict. In generd, mgar
dhanges to the building faGade or massng render them non-contributing. Minor changes indude
endasing the carport, aslong asthe vocabulary of gpenings is condgent with that ofthe desgn of hames
asawhde Windows are an impartant char acter-defining agpet ofthe hames and ther efore, window
dtaaions randa a hame non-contributing to the didridt.

The property Ud indudes 148 nimibered resources which are organizad alphabetically by drest name and
then numeically by dres numba. Fo furthe reeencg the lis indudes the current Clark County
Asexr's Parad Number. Also nated on the list isthe year of congmaion and the House Modd.

Las Vages Revienv-Journd on April 16, 194
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Street
it Number
1 500
2 501
3 504
4 505
5 508
6 509
7 512
8 513
9 516
10 517
11 520
12 521
13 524
14 525
15 600
16 601
17 604
18 605
19 608
20 612
21 616
22 620
23 1644
24 1648
25 1654
26 1658
27 1662
28 1666
29 1670
30 1674
31 1678
32 1682
33 1642
34 1643
35 1647
36 1653
37 1654

Street Name
BYRNES
BYRNES
BYRNES
BYRNES
BYRNES
BYRNES
BYRNES
BYRNES
BYRNES
BYRNES
BYRNES
BYRNES
BYRNES
BYRNES
BYRNES
BYRNES
BYRNES
BYRNES
BYRNES
BYRNES
BYRNES
BYRNES

mmmmmoOOOoOGOOoOoO0oUOo

Berkley Square Property Lig

Parcel Number
13922410022
13922410128
13922410023
13922410129
13922410024
13922410130
13922410025
13922410131
13922410026
13922410132
13922410027
13922410133
13922410028
13922410134
13922410029
13922410135
13922410030
13922410136
13922410031
13922410032
13922410033
13922410034
13922410010
13922410009
13922410008
13922410007
13922410006
13922410005
13922410004
13922410003
13922410002
13922410001
13922410100
13922410011
13922410012
13922410013
13922410124

Year
Built
1955
1954
1955
1954
1955
1954
1955
1954
1955
1954
1955
1954
1955
1954
1955
1954
1955
1954
1955
1955
1955
1955
1955
1955
1955
1955
1955
1955
1955
1955
1955
1955
1954
1955
1955
1955
1954

Berkley Square
Clark County, Nevada

Acres
0.14486
0.15474
0.13722
0.14715
0.13679
0.14736
0.14100
0.15007
0.15054
0.15109
0.14050
0.15166
0.14313
0.15367
0.14540
0.15022
0.14755
0.15201
0.14835
0.15732
0.15757
0.16340
0.15051
0.13707
0.13995
0.13702
0.13809
0.13762
0.13878
0.14689
0.15934
0.18474
0.14639
0.15339
0.14225
0.14180
0.14144

Mode!
Model A
Model A
Model B
Model B
Model A
Model A
Model B
Model A
Unknown
Model B
Unknown
Model A
Model B
Model B
Model A
Unknown
Model A
Model A
Model B
Model A
Unknown
Model B
Model A
Model A
Model B
Model A
Model A
Model B
Model A
Model A
Model B
Model A
Model A
Model B
Model A
Model B
Unknown

am Approval No 1024-0018

Contributing or
Non-Contributing
Contributing
Non-contributing
Contributing
Contributing
Contributing
Contributing
Contributing
Non-contributing
Non-contributing
Contributing
Contributing
Contributing
Contributing
Non-contributing
Non-contributing
Non-contributing
Contributing
Contributing
Contributing
Contributing
Contributing
Contributing
Non-contributing
Contributing
Non-contributing
Contributing
Contributing
Contributing
Non-contributing
Contributing
Contributing
Non-contributing
Non-contributing
Contributing
Non-contributing
Contributing
Non-contributing
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Street

# Number
38 1657
39 1661
40 1664
41 1665
42 1669
43 1673
44 1676
45 1677
46 1683
47 1687
48 1600
49 1601
50 401
51 405
52 409
53 413
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Parcel Number
13922410014
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13922410016
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13922410021
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13922410097
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13922410105
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13922410085
13922410049

Year
Built
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1955
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1955
1955
1954
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1955
1955
1954
1954
1954
1954
1954
1954
1954
1954
1954
1954
1954
1954
1954
1954
1954
1954
1954
1954
1954
1954
1954
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1954

Berkley Square
Clark County, Nevada

Acres
0.13974
0.13990
0.16643
0.13986
0.14466
0.19030
0.18463
0.26434
0.21283
0.15210
0.15430
0.15413
0.17198
0.15082
0.15413
0.15587
0.16048
0.15497
0.15642
0.15440
0.15238
0.15287
0.15772
0.15004
0.15922
0.15193
0.15437
0.15444
0.14859
0.15641
0.14861
0.15561
0.15845
0.15261
0.15478
0.15495
0.15804
0.18257

Model
Model A
Model A
Model B
Unknown
Model A
Model B
Model B
Model B
Unknown
Unknown
Model A
Model B
Model B
Model A
Model B
Model B
Model A
Unknown
Model B
Model A
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Model A
Model A
Model B
Model B
Model A
Model B
Model B
Model A
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Model B
Model A
Model A
Model B
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# Number
76 1620
77 1624
78 1625
79 1628
80 1631
81 1632
82 1635
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85 1643
86 1644
87 1649
88 1650
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91 1658
92 1662
93 1665
94 1666
95 1669
96 1670
97 1673
98 1674
99 400
100 401
101 404
102 405
103 408
104 409
105 412
106 413
107 416
108 417
109 420
110 421
111 500
112 501
113 504
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LEONARD
LEONARD
LEONARD
LEONARD
LEONARD
LEONARD
LEONARD
LEONARD
LEONARD
LEONARD
LEONARD
LEONARD
LEONARD
LEONARD
LEONARD
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Parcel Number
13922410048
13922410047
13922410082
13922410046
13922410083
13922410045
13922410084
13922410044
13922410043
13922410111
13922410042
13922410112
13922410041
13922410113
13922410040
13922410039
13922410038
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13922410037
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13922410036
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13922410035
13922410067
13922410066
13922410068
13922410065
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13922410064
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13922410071
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13922410072
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13922410073
13922410060
13922410074

Year
Built
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1954
1954
1954
1954
1954
1954
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1954
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1954
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1954
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Acres
0.14051
0.15070
0.16289
0.14937
0.16232
0.14960
0.16082
0.15158
0.14915
0.16584
0.15136
0.15371
0.14966
0.16563
0.15139
0.15209
0.15293
0.16255
0.15092
0.15395
0.15403
0.16349
0.17250
0.16780
0.16871
0.14793
0.14817
0.15139
0.15506
0.15351
0.15062
0.15558
0.15313
0.14987
0.15236
0.15113
0.14835
0.15409
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Model A
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Model B
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Model A
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Berkley Square Property Lid

Street Year Contributing or

# Number Street Name  Parcel Number BuUt Acres Model Non-Contributing
114 505 LEONARD 13922410059 1954 0.15432 Model A Contributing
115 508 LEONARD 13922410075 1954 0.15649 Model B Contributing
116 509 LEONARD 13922410058 1954 0.15054 Model A Non-contributing
117 512 LEONARD 13922410076 1954 0.15154 Model A Contributing
118 516 LEONARD 13922410077 1954 0.14270 Model A Contributing
119 520 LEONARD 13922410078 1954 0.14544 Model A Contributing
120 524 LEONARD 13922410079 1954 0.15401 Model A Non-contributing
121 525 LEONARD 13922410055 1954 0.15344 Model B Contributing
122 600 LEONARD 13922410080 1954 0.15046 Model B Contributing
123 601 LEONARD 13922410054 1954 0.15217 Model B Contributing
124 604 LEONARD 13922410081 1954 0.15205 Model B Non-contributing
125 605 LEONARD 13922410053 1954 0.15192 Model A Contributing
126 609 LEONARD 13922410052 1954 0.15321 Model B Contributing
127 613 LEONARD 13922410051 1954 0.14948 Model A Contributing
128 617 LEONARD 13922410050 1954 0.13233 Model A Contributing
129 418 WYATT 13922410125 1954 0.18250 Model A Non-contributing
130 421 WYATT 13922410123 1954 0.15012 Model A Contributing
131 500 WYATT 13922410148 1954 0.15660 Model B Non-contributing
132 501 WYATT 13922410122 1954 0.14937 Model B Contributing
133 504 WYATT 13922410147 1954 0.15317 Model A Contributing
134 505 WYATT 13922410121 1954 0.14790 Model A Non-contributing
135 508 WYATT 13922410146 1954 0.15190 Model A Contributing
136 509 WYATT 13922410120 1954 0.14570 Model A Non-contributing
137 512 WYATT 13922410145 1954 0.15519 Model B Contributing
138 513 WYATT 13922410119 1954 0.14757 Model A Non-contributing
139 516 WYATT 13922410144 1954 0.15468 Model A Contributing
140 517 WYATT 13922410118 1954 0.15128 Model A Contributing
141 520 WYATT 13922410143 1954 0.15354 Model B Contributing
142 521 WYATT 13922410117 1954 0.15430 Model B Contributing
143 524 WYATT 13922410142 1954 0.15351 Unknown  Non-contributing
144 525 WYATT 13922410116 1954 0.15314 ModelB  Non-contributing
145 600 WYATT 13922410141 1954 0.15226 Model A Contributing
146 601 WYATT 13922410115 1954 0.14962 Model A Contributing
147 604 WYATT 13922410140 1954 0.15239 Model B Non-contributing

148 605 WYATT 13922410114 1954 0.15234 ModelB  Non-contributing



8. Statement of Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria

(Marie "V in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing)

S A Property is associated with events that have made

a significant contribution to the broad pattems of
our history.

n B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past

AN C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of

a type, period, or method of construction or

represents the work of a master, or possesses high

artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

» D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield information

important in prehistory or history.
Criteria Considerations
(Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.)
Property is;

O A owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C ahirthplace or a grave.

* D acemetery.

E areconstructed building, object, or structure.

F a commemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

ETHNIC HERITAGE: BLACK
COMMUNITY PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT
ARCHITECTURE

Period of Significance
1954-1958

Significant Dates
1954-1955 - Dates of construction

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
Paul R. Williams. Architect

Burke & Wvatt. Builders

Narrative Statement of Significance See Continuation Sheet

9. Major Bibliographical References - See Continuation Sheet

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

» preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested.

» previously listed in the National Register

» previously detennined eligible by the National
Reqgister

» designated a National Historic Landmark

» recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

» recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary Location of Additional Data
+ State Historic Preservation Office
» Other State agency
O Federal agency
13 Local govemment
AN University University of Nevada at Las Vegas
13 Other
Name of repository:

Nevada State Museum & Historical Societv. Las Vegas



NPS Fonn 10-900-a OH/m Approve No. 1024.0018
(8.«6)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section 8 Page 1 Berkley Square
Clark County, Nevada

Satement of Sgnificance

Berkley Squareis significant under Criterion A inthe areaof Ethnic Heritage (Afiican-American) as the
first minority-built subdivisionin Nevada, asreported inthe Las Vegas Review-Journal on April 16,
1954. It isdso sgnificant for itsrole in the redeve opment ("community planning and development”) of
LasVegas Westside to provide adequate housing for agrowing Afiican-American community prior to
the Civil Rights movement. Beridey Squarewas one of the new housing developmentsin Las Vegas
desgned to improve living conditions for the city's Afiican-American conununity, thus representing
drides that had been made as aresult of commimity activisminthe late 1940sand early 1950s Locally,
Berkley Squareisintegral to LasVegas ethnic history. Nationaly, Berkley Square represents the
massve building boom that took place not only in Las Vegas but across the country inthe post-war era
Berkley Square retainsgood integrity as aresidentia suburb of its time. Berkley Squareis significant
under Criterion C for its association with the architect, Paul R. Wiliams, an internationally-known
Afiican-American architect from Los Angeles who mede great stridesfor hisracein the profession.
Berkley Square embodiesa style representative of Wilhams' work. The homes represent good examples
ofthe Contemporary Style Ranch House and the subdivision is agood example of development designed
under the auspicesofthe Federal Housing Administration's standards of the 1940s. The period of
significanceis 1954, the beginning of congtruction of the subdivision, to 1958, the beginning of the
modem era

Historical Background

Berkley Square was the first minority-built subdivision in Nevada, as reported inthe Las Vegas Review-
Journal on April 16, 1954: "Thisisthe first minority group subdivision to be gpproved for construction
in the gate of Nevada"~ Berkley Square contributed to the improvement of Uving conditions for the
city's Afiican American community, and represented the advances that were being made as aresult of
local activisminthe community in the late 1940sand early 1950s The subdivision, which wasfirst
envisoned in 1947 as Westsde Park, was finally constructed in 1954-55. Major changes occurred in
ownership and financing and even in name before the congtruction of Berkley Squarefinallybegan.

The Berkley Square development team included severd prominent people. It was designed by the
architect, Paul R. Williams, an internationaly-known Afiican American architect from Los Angeles who
mede great dridesfor hisraceinthe profession. It wasfinanced in part by Thomas L. Berkley a
prominent Afiican American attorney, media owner, developer, and civil rightsadvocate in Oakland,
Cahfomia. It was asofinanced by Edward A. Freeman and J. J. Bjmes of Los Angeles, Califomia The
developer was Leonard A. Wilson of Las Vegas, Nevada Construction was supervised by Harry L.
Wyt of the LasVegas firm Burke and Wyatt. Thered edtate agent was MassieL. Kennard, aLas

V ~as civilrightsleader.

* Las Vegas Review-Journd, April 16, 1954.
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African Americans in LasVegas

There were not many Afiican Americans resdentsin LasVegas prior to the war years. Early in Las
Vegas history afew Afiican Americansmoved to the dty to work for the railroad and as laborers.
During the first part of the twentieth century, Afiican Americanswereredtricted to Block 17, which was
next to the notorious Block 16 in downtown LasVegas, by the LasVegasLand and Water Company,
which was the devdlopment arm of the railroad. Afiican Americanslater lived in the larger downtown
areg; an eight block tract extending from First Street to Fifth Street and from Stewart Avenueto Ogden
Avenue, until they were nearly forcibly relocated to the Westside by the 1940s"

Prior to the 1930s, racism was not aproblan inLasVegas, smply becausetherewere so few Afiican
Americansresdents” In 1930 there were 150 Afiican Americansin LasVegas, representing 2.7 percent
of the population. During the Depression, woriters and their families reocated to LasVegas, hoping to
find work on Hoover Dam. Afiican Americanswere among those who sought employment, but were the
first to be excluded from working onthe dam." Similarly, there were no opportunities for employment in
the growing service and casino sectors. Despite lacking prospects for employment, the lack of resources
for relocation caused the Afiican Americansto Say inLasVegas.

The Depression yearsincreased the pressuresof segregation.  Severa reasons have been considered.
Many ofthe white workers who came to work on Hoover Dam werefromthe South, and likely brought
thelr attitudes toward race with them* The legdlization of gambling (1931) and an increased focuson
tourism were perh”s additional ressonsfor increased racism” Racial injustices escdated in 1932, when
the city's etabUdhed Afiican American community, which was located north of Fremont Street, was
forced to relocate for the congtruction of die United State Post OflBce and Coiut House on Stewart
Avenue. Preexigting restrictions on many city housing developments, created severelimitationsas to
where the Afiican Americansresdentscouldrelocate.” LasVegaswas becoming a segregated city.

Relocation to theWestside

By the 1940s, the mgjority of Las Vegas Afiican American population had reocated to the Westside.
Two reasons are given for this. Thefirst reason for rel ocation was that the Afiican American property
ownerschitalized onrising land values, thus seUing their dovmtown land for profit and relocation. The
second reason for rel ocation was that the city's mayor and poUce chief refiised to renew African

' Kaufman, 2.
* Ovadred, 21.
' Moghring, 174. The NAACP field secretary William Pickensforced W. A Bechtd, the heed of one of the leed
compenies condruding the Dam, to hire the token number of 44 Blacks (Oversredt, 19).
* Ovadred, 19.
' Goodrich, 49.
20* Century Presarvation, Wedt Las Veges Historic Resource: Survey and Inventory, 12
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American busnessUcensss if they did not relocate to the Westside. *' In generd, conditions were
deplorable for Afiican Americansin Las Vegas.

Las Vegas had begun to unofficially institute Jim Crow laws, confining the blackpopulation to live in one
area. Unfortunately the segregation wasnot limited to housing, as most cf ihe casinos and other business
establishments did not allow blackpatrons, or charged them higher pricesfor the sameproduct or service.
Black club owners wer e often not able to attain liquor andgambling licenses or were restrictedto certain
areas of town, and the black-owned business establishments were constantly raided during this time.'?

Evenin eaUer yearsthe Westside developed dlowly. Although it was within the LasVegas city limits,
tilere were no IUban services, including water and sewer lines, and no fire protection. An editoria in
1916 reported onillnessdue to a contaminated water supply from surface welUs”™ The fledgling
community continued to petition the city's PubUc Service Commission for water lineswith Uttle result.
"When McWilliams was gppointed State Water Rights Surveyor for the region in 1906, the resdents of

Clark's LasVegas Townsite were aJeady referring to it as 'Ragtown.’ ™

The Towndte (the original towndgte south of Berkley Square) conssted mainly of tents and shacks until
the 1930s A four room dementary school opened in 1922. Despite the development of two new tractsin
1924, Valley View and H.F.M.& M. Tracts, it was still without weater. It was anticipated however thet the
areawould be attractive to woriters moving to the areato work on Hoover Dam, which was gpproved in
1928 |n anticipation, ameeting was held on the Westside to discuss apossible bond issue in 1928. At
thistime 1,200 people lived onthe Westside”»  Although the bond was gpproved for amunicipaly-
owned water sysem in 1930 andfi mdswere authorized, the Westside did not receive water until the early
1940s."

Thegenerd population, including the Afiican American population, increased on the Westsde with
congruction of the dam. The unjust conditions, however, remained. Finaly, monies for infrastructure
improvements were received in 1934 through the New Deal programs, includingfimdingfor a sawer
sydem for the entire city and graveled roadsfor the Westside. In 1938 aWedside Improvement
Association was formed to demand police protection, better water faciUties, paved streetsand srestUghts
and dret Sgns. The city justified their lack of action, claiming that land values on the Westside were too
low tojustify public services.™

Ovadred, 22.
2 20 Century Presrvation, "West Las Vegas Historic Resource Survey ad Inventory,” 12
20* Century Presarvation, 'West Las Veges Historic Resource Survey and Invertory,” .
14 20* Century Presarvation, 'West Las Vegas Historic Resource Survey and Inventory,” 8,
20* Century Presarvation, 'West Las Veges Historic Resource Survey and Invertory,” 9.
16 20* Century Presarvation, "West Las Vegas Historic Resource Survey and Inventory,” 9.
" 20* Century Presarvation,'West Las Veges Historic Resource Survey and Inventory,” 10.
* 20* Century Presarvation,'West Las Vegas Historic Resource Survey and Inventory,” 14,
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Housing Shortages and Rising Tensions

The hatage of hausng thet hed begun in the 1930s1n Las Veages bacame evan mare prdolamdtic in the
1A0s dueto the influx of ddie's atending the Las Veges Army Air Carps Gumay Sthod ad wake's
for the ddflense plant Basc Magnesum, Inc in Hendarsn. At the pesk of diewar years 11000 ddia's
wae saioned & whet bacame NdUis Air Faroe Base in Nath Las Veges ad in 194 13000 enployess
waked & Basc Magnesum, Inc”™ The prdaen wes particularly pranouncad far the Afiican American
ammunity, honveve. Exacarbating the housng dxatage wes the fadt that blacks and whites were hausad
sparady a these fadlities To dleviate same of the housng datagesin Las Veages the Fedad
Housng Adminigration goproved the acondrudian of 80 nev hamesin the faJ of 1941 Hones, the
nav subdivigons the Mayfar, Biltmare and Huntridge Additions were to house white warke's ad thar
famiUes

In the 19405 Nevadd's Afiican American population rasefr omesd to 4302°° Asin aha aress of die
auntry, many ehnic ad aha dissmilar goups were suddanly farosd to e and wak in praxdimity to
ae adhe”» Thiswes exacarbated by the hausng shartages It hes bean naed that many of the ddense
wakes a0 amefromthe rurd south, and it wes eqoedted that hausng would be ssgregated. RubUc
hausng far the Basc Magnesum, Inc. plant wes nat provided far the Afiican Americans until Carve
Park wes goaned in 1943

Thisiirflux of Afiican Americans with no whereto go, hed a pastive efet an the Wedsde Sncethe
Afiican Amegicans wae na waaame in whiteomned busnesses in Las Veges prapea, a srelJ busnes
ammunify devdgpad an the Westsde to sarve the Afiican Amarican resdants The cammunity gew to
indude thriving Afiican American jazz and sodd dubs But the housng aonditions warefr agic. A
nengpEQ)e artide pudUdhed in July 192 caled them 'deplarable’ and dated thet pegple were UMng in
tants and daks ad famiUes of fiveand ax pegpole Uving in aneroam dhaks samdimes withaut
running weter and senver

One Wald Wa 1l ameto an ed, the aty dedded to handle the prdilem by dearing the Stes With no
provigans mecke far rehousng the resdants the aty razad 365 dacks bawaan Sgolamber 194 ad
April 195 Some of thisland is4iU vecant taday.

B |_as Veages as awhde had a population of 8420 in 1940,

D Ovedred, 22

2 Crawford.

Z Moehring, 37. It wes desgned by Paul Williams

?® Las Vages Revien-Journd, July 7, 1942, as quated in West L as Veges historic Resource Survey & Inventary, 16,
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National Press

In the 1980s baih the radal tengons and the living conditions of LasVegas Afiican American
commimity gained national press In March of 1954 an artide was pubUshed in the nationd African-
American magazne Ebony entided " Negroes Can't Win in LasVegas" It goened with aremark by "a
Negro odebrity” who vigted LasVegas and said, "It's like some place in Missssppi - doanright
prgudicaed and redlly rough on cdored people It's worse than any placein Missssppi!” The phrase
dudk, and Las Vegas became knoawn as " The Missssppi ofthe Wet." The artide continued, " No ather
town outside of Dixie hasmareradal barrig's . .. For the Negro, 'Vegas is asbad astoans comé'

Theartide nated that Afiican Americans weare na wdoome in domtovra Las Vegas o on the Strip, and
they ocould be svad in only two doamtown redaid” ants and that ather pubUc venues ware ssyegated. At
that pant intime bladk entataing's could gay in hatds on the drip if they ware there for a dhow, but
they were disoouragadfr omsodalizing in the hotd's dub o casno.

Theartide did regpart on progress being made in Nevada and LasVegas Anti-Jim Crow legidation was
bang introduced & the gate levd by Govemar CharlesH. RussalJ, and a NAACP-soonsored civil rights
bill wes a0 introducsd. A Progressve Civic Sarvice League wes founded by Reverend Massel.
Kennard (Who wes a0 theredl edate “ent for Berkley Square), but that effort fatered for ladk of
interes. Theartide nates that decant housng was the main issue fadng Las Vegas Afiican Ameicans

Negroes of Las Vegashave more toworry about than thegamblers. Housing istheir most
immediateproblem. Theypresently live ‘acrossthetracks inasegregated unkempt area covering
about 10-square blocks on the city's west flank Called Westside, the area is separatedfrom white
communities by ayard of railroad tracks and apedestrian-auto imderpass which Negroes jokingly
refer to asthe 'Iron Curtain ' It hasfew lights, ispoorly paved.

Most of the houses onthe Westside - at least 70percent ~ are sub-standard, one-and-two room
shacks without toilets or running water or both. Often asmany as ftve persons, adultsand
children, dwell in one of the rooms. Rent ranges from $10to $17.50 a week™

Theartide calad for pubUc houging to be built in the dty, and nated that architedt Paul Williamswes
involved in desgning a casno, hatd and 100-unit houdng trad in tom™ The artide was pubUdhad four
d"s after a nevgpapa repart on the hearing before the Indian Affairs Commiittee of the Assambly for a
proposd adt to prohibit disrimination on acoount of *racg color, or aread in the admisson of any person
to, or the acoommoaodation, resort, entertainment, o amusamant.” [8d™ A godkegpa s for the

% Goodrich, 45.
5 Goodrich, 32
% Goodrich, 0.
7 Las Veags Review-Journd, March 18, 1949, 7.
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Progressive Party reported, "PoUce depatmentsin both LasVegas and Reno have told Negroes they do
not need to look to them for protection; that the Negroes have no rights, so why should we look out for
fliem."~*

Progress on the Westside

Progress was reported on Westside issues in anewspaper article dated March 22, 1949./ It was noted
that milk was being provided for needy children, that plans were being developed for anursery schoal,
that apubUc pay phone was being installed on F Street, and that sewer connections were being made.
Further, training wasto be providedin the "manua and home arts' for young people, and it was plaimed
to add a Ubrary to the community center.

In 1951 zoning was changed so that a FHA-sponsored pubUc housing project of 50 duplexes could be
built a the southwest comer of the intersection of Washington and H Street. The project was intended to
house veterans, without discrimination asto race. A recommendation was aso madethat a 100-foot-wide
highway be congtructed through the 20-acre Zaugg tract (direcfly west ofthe H.F.M. & M. tract), on
which a"shack town" was located; this becameMartin Luther King Jr. Way. The housing project was
expected to "greafly relieve the overcrowded Uving condition and so-called 'shacks' ofthe Westsde and
in particular the Zaugg tract." Thisproject. Marble Manor, opened in 1952. It wasthefirst pubUc housing
project for Afiican Americans after the war, and was lauded as "the first and wiU be the only project of its
kind in the gdate of Nevada'"

The project was protested by the white residents of Bonanza Village, Bonanza Road and the siurounding
aren, asthey bdlieved the project would decrease their property values. Residents stated that zoning that
aJowed low-cost housing and housing on smiaJ lots was the issue, while therewas some indication thet it
was aracial issue. However, the petitioners were unsuccessful. A second pubUc housing project was
builtin 1952. Theprivate Berkley Square finally began congtruction in 1954, and the development
team's second project. Highland Soxiare, began constmction in 1956.

While housing conditionsimproved onthe Westside, racial tensions continued. In 1955 there were about
16,000 Afiican Americansin LasVegas, mos living onthe Westside. The casino resorts and hotd's were
still segregated, as were the schools. Although therewas national press exposing the situation,
segregation in Nevada's hotdls, casinos and housing did not end by statute until 1971. Segregation ended
in die schoolsin 1972

~ |_asVeges Review-Journd, March 18, 1949, 7.
Las Veages Review-Journd, March 22, 1949, 4.
%0 |as Vegas Review-Journal, December 22, 1950, 1.
A 20* Century Preservation, West Las VegasHistoric Resource Survey OTKIInventory, 19.
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The Development of Berkley Square

Although the higoric Weddde has bemn an Afiican American ndghbarhood dnoe the 19405 it devdoped
araund early stier John T. McWilUams 1904 " Origna LasVegas Tovragte” McWiliams toamnste
logt in poptdarify to Montana ssnatar WilUam Clark's Las Vegas Towngte which was located further
eed and adjacat to the neMy devdoped San Pedro, Los Angdes & SAlt Lake Railroad lines
Nonghdess McWilUams toangte progpered imtil 19065, when it sufferedfr oma series of fir es.|t
aontinued to auffer fromaladk of ivban srvices imtil it wasredevdoped conaurrently with Berkley
Syuare and ahe rdated prgeds

Land Ownership

According to the 1929 and 1940 Map(9 of the City of LasVegas theland on which Ber k™ Syuare wes
later to be located was ovmed by F.A. Stlevens In 1946 this area was iU outsde the cify Umits the
narthem boundary wasjud nortii of Harrison. By 1963 the area narth of theH.F.M.& M. Addition and
Valley View Addition was annexed, to beoome Berkley Square CadiUac Arms and a propaty nated as
ol by Crane €. al. Clan Malong alocal busnessman, oaned the praopaty when it wes fir st
oconddered for devdgpment as Wetdde Park.

Platting and Devel opment

Plamung for the Beridey Suare subdivison,fir stknoamn asWedsde Park, began in 1947 with
aorregpondence bawem the Federd Houdng Adminidration (FHA), who was goonsoring the

aubdivison, and the City of LasVVegas At that time the FHA suggestedfliatthe 40-acre parod be platted
for 1B lots Covenants ware suggeted to govam land use building hdght and dte arees stbadks
fences and landscaping, architedturd desgn, minimumfloor areg, and utiUties Sdewadks wearetobe a
minimum of 4 feet, and dreds ware to be 36 fest paved aurb to aurb. The covenants were to bein effect
for aminimum of 25 years

At thetime the devdgpmant team condged of Clem and Frands Maone omea's C. D. Baker, surveyor;
and Flonesr Redlty, subdivider.'r A tentative mgp was gpprovad in Septemba 1947 for afir stphass 20-
aoe derdgpment. The devdgpment wes desribed as™ A new 2-baedroom prgedt for coored people
prged sponsxred by Fionexr Redty & Devdopment Company, with Federal Housng insured loans™ ™
Thefinalm” was gpproved by the Planning Commisson a thar Odadber 25, 1999 meding When the
prged wasadveartissd in 1949, it was announaad that nated Afiican American architedt Paul R. WdUams

CD. Beke wesa future maya of Las Vages
" Kdla,E. E., "ToC. G. Pdarie" Inte-Office Canmunication, Januery 8 1948 Onfile.Fanning ad

Dadapmant, City of Las Veges
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would be designing the homes, Phil Shipley & Associates was the devel oper; Cuflett Construction Co.
would congtmct the homes, and Stanley Nelson of AUied Building Creditswasfinancingit.'?

From tiiis point forward the project went through two additional changes in ownership. In 1951 it was
owned by ChrisA. Cosgrane and Houside Developer of San Diego. FinaUy in 1954 die owners and
developers were listed asEdward A. and Ann Freeman, who were on the team thet finally developed the
property. Throughout these transitions there were virtually no design changes. The number of lots
remained relatively consstent and the design covenantsfi rstproposed when the project was a FHA

development remained the same®

Berkley Square, which a the time was known asWestside Park, wasfinaUyrecorded on May 27, 1954.
The recorded owners were Edward A. Freeman and J. J. Bymes. Covenantsfor the 148-lot subdivision
were recorded May 28, 1954 and amended December 29, 1954. The subdivision was sponsored by die
Veterans Adminigtration. Architectural controlswere in place, including confrols on the placement of
fences. Freeman, Bymes and Wyaitt were named asthe architectura confrol committee, and estabUshed a
processfor their review of proposals. Thefina development team was Paul R. WilUams, architect;
ThomasL. Berkley,financier;Edward A. Freeman and J. J. Bymes,financiers;Leonard A. Wdson,
developer; Harry L. Wyatt (Burke and Wyatt), constmction confractor; and Massie L. Kennard, red etate
agent. At thistime, the development becameknown asBerkley Square, afterfinancierThomas Berkley.

Thomas L. Berkley, Financier

Thomas Berkley was aprominent attorney, media-owner { The Oakland Pogt, EI Mundo), commercial
deveoper, and civil rightsactivist in Oakland, CaUfomia His commitment to community development
carried to Nevada. Decades later, his obituary would recognize his extendgve contributionsto Las Veges:
"In 1955, asagrong supporter of civil rights and housing opportunities, he developed Berkley Square, a
250-house recially integrated housingtractin LasVegas."' Berkley wasthe son of acoa miner anda
teacherfromilllinois and was raised in CaUfomia'sImperia Valey. Hegraduatedfromthe University of
CaUfomia a Los Angdesand atended University of CaUfomiaa Berkeley and Boalt Hall. Berkley
graduated vrith adoctoratein lawfromHastings University (1942).

As an atomey and after serving inWorld War |1, Berkley darted hisown law firm. Berkley'sfirmwas
thefirstAfiican-American-owned law practicein Oakland.” Today, Berkley's firm is one of the largest
Afiican-American busnessesin the gate of CalUfomia and isconsidered to be the largest ethnically
integrated, bilingua law firmin the nation.™

Las Veges Journd-Review, Decembear 1949,
' Records onfileat City of Las Vegas Devdopmant Savices Canter.
A Ihe Oakland Tribune, Decamber 28, 2001. The 250-unitsrefer to both Berkley Square and Highland Square
" Ihe Oakland Tribune, November 1, 2002.
AN The Oakland Tribune, May 9, 2002.
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Asamalia omne, Berkley famded the Oakland Pogt (1963). The Pogt continues to gparate as an
Afiican American nengogpe. Berkley's daughter, Gail Berkley, isexenutive editor and Paul Cobb, who
previoudy warked for Berkley, isthe aurrett omne. AdditionalUy, Berkley founded El Mundo, the
largest SpanidHanguage nengogpe in the gate of CalUfomia and co-founded the Wet Coedt Black
PubUshers Assodation.

Asa community adtivig, Berkley founded the Interdty Democratic Club of Northemn CaUfomia He was
a9 adiredor with the Gdden Sate Mutua Insurance Co. and a consultant to the Office of Economic
Oppartunity in CaUfomia imda Ronald Reegan. He also cofaximded and wes thefir stpresdant of the
Bendfidal Savings and Loan Assodation, which provided services for the poor.” Berkley's pubUc
srvice carex indudad an deven year tenure as Part of Oakland Commissoner, becoming the firg
Afiican Ameican to sve asa commissona for amgar part. Otha commissons and boards on which
he st indude the Califomia World Trade Commisson and the Oakland Schoo Board. Belkley wesa
frequent gues a the White House during the Kennedy and Johnson adminidrations™" Forma San
Frandsoo mayar WilUe Broan godke & hisfimeral, asdid U.S. Represantative Barbara Lesand then
O&kland mayar Jary Broan.

Asacommedd devdoper, Berkley etablUdhed housng prgeds shopping canters and gpartmant
complexes in Califomia and Nevada. Today, the Califomia gte on which his Oakland Post building once
good isbang redevdoped asamixed use prged that indudes housng and Alameda County sodal

sy vice offices A portion of San Pablo Avenue & 20¢ Sredt in Oakland has bean renamed Thamas
Berkley Way in hishonor. Theprged will benamed Thomas L. Berkley Square

While it isnat knoan howv Thomas Berkley became involved in the Las Vegas prged, his advocacy on
the part of African Americansand his experience asa devdope infiised new enargy into theprged. It is
evidantfromthe nengp™er phatograph that dhromcases his invdvemnent, that he provided leedership to
the devdgpment team andfinancingfor the prged.

Planning Context

The architectura ggnificance of Barkley Square isdueto the fact that it wes desgned by Paul R.
WilUams and explored some ofthe aonogpts that he doocumented in his books The Small Hame of
Tamaron and New Hamesfor Taday. It isalso a good example of a subdivison desgned in conaurrence
with FHA dandards of the 1940s and for the desgn of the homes which aredesgned in the
Contemparary Ranch House syle

Ihe Oakland Tribune Damamba 28 2001
N The Oakland Tribune Demamba 28, 2001
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Although Berkley Square was eventually sponsored by the Veteran's Administration, it was conceived as
a Federa Housing Administration (FHA) project and displaysthe design characterigtics of anFHA
subdivison. The FHA was esabUshed by the National Housing Act of 1934 to stimulate building
without govemment spending. Its sated purpose was "to encourage improvement in housing sandards
and conditions, to facUitate sound home financing on reasonable terms, and to exert a stabilizing
influence on the mortgage market.” The FHA aso helped to aleviate unemployment, which then was a
25% and was particularly high in the constmction industry."™

TheFHA insured long term mortgege |oans made by private lenders for home congruction and sale.

They induced lenders to invest in residential mortgages by insuring them shaingt loss, which
revolutionized the homefinanceindudry.*” Previoudly, larger down payments were required by mortgage
I"ders, and the loans had a shorter repayment period, FHA mortgageswere guaranteed for 25-t0-30
years, allowing for alower average monthly payment.

TheFHA aso influenced the design of subdivisions and homes across the country, asit was required that
a bank, before lending money to ared-estate developer, obtain FHA approval. Thisgavethe FHA an
opportunity to advise developers and oversee deveopment standards and processes™ TheLand Planning
Division ofthe FHA was also edebUshed in 1934. They provided oversight, aswell as design services, to
prospective deveopment projects. They adso etabUshed sandards

Among the concepts promoted by the FHA were curved, looping sfreets and short cul-de-sacsto dow
traffic and protect children. Differentiated circulation reduced the volume offrafficin the subdivision.
This concept isreflectedin the design of Berkley Square, which accessesextemal Sfreets a only three
points. The subdivisonswere to include parks, schools and commercia deveopment. Pededtrian safety
was aprimary concem and there was aperceived need to separate automobile and pededtrian traffic. This
is reflected in Berkley Square with the system of separated sdewalks.

Architectural Context

The houses of Berkley Square are Contemporary Style Ranch Houses. Alan Hess defines the charecter-
defining features of the Ranch House as foUows. It isaone-gtoty house vrith alow-pitched, gabled, or
hipped roof, with wide eaves; of generd asymmetry with ahorizontal emphas's, an open-interior plan
blending functional gpaces; sfrong connections to the outside; with informal or rustic materids or details;
and aplan that isrambling and suggestive of vrings or additions.""

Jeckson, 203.
Jeckson, 204.
Newton, 643.
Hess, Ra*h House, 17.
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Ranch houses emerged from adesign aesthetic pioneered in CaUfomiaand the West, inspired by
traditiona vernacular tmctures and the design influences ofthe Bay Area Regiona Style architects.
Ranch houses became the preferred house style in the post-World War |l building boom, and proliferated
throughout the United States. Their ubiquity was in part due to the standardized and sfreamlined building
methods that were devel oped as the house style was popularized. These methods were developed in die
course of providing defense housing and mabilizing for the war, and refined after the war as merchant
builders built entire neighborhoods and communities to meet the pent-up housing demand.

Theti meframein which Berkley Square was designed wasin atime of trangition between the Minimal
Traditiona style and the later Ranch Style, considering that they were designed in the late 1940s™ The
Minimal Traditional style isan early modem style often exempUfied by the smaJ homes designed under
the auspices of FHA guiddines. The housestypically have anearly squarefootprint, anearly cubic form,
afairly shalow roof pitch, and Utde or no eaves. They are one stoty and often have ahip roof. Visua
interest is provided by a changein materiads, offering confrasting texturesand colors. Shuttersand multi-
Ught windows are common. Roomswere typically accessed viaacentral amal) open space. However,
there was a greet dedl of interest a thistime in 'modernizing' this morefraditional home.

Thelater Ranch Style typically features arectangular footprint and eongated form, the long 'face' located
paraJd to the dreet frontage. Roof dopes are shallow and feature degp eaves. They are one 2Oty and
typicaly have hip roofsor gable roofs. Building features are horizontally oriented and asymmetrical)y
aranged. Rustic features, such as board-and-batten siding, are common. The main Uving arees are
typicaly open, and the private arees are accessed viaahall tiiat isparald to the long face of the

rectangle.

The homes of Berkley Square borrow featuresfromboth of these modem styles, vrith some features
unique to the subdivision. They display the building form and intema organization of the Ranch House,
but offer the clear composition and clean lines of early modem architectura influences. The most unique
character-defiming features of the homesare the windows. They have multiple Ughts, sted frames, and a
combination of casement and fixed sashes The characterigtically large windows are nearly square with a
gt vertical or dJght horizontal emphass, with six Ughts,

The prevailUng attitude toward the design of die single family home a thistime can best be described by
the foUowing excerptsfrom The Book of Houses, pubUshed in 1946. ThisisacoUection of home designs
by some of the countty's mogt highly regarded architects of the time, designed to FHA standards:

Trendsinarchitectural design areclearly in ftux atpresent. Inpart thisis dueto new materials
and new structural techniques offeringpreviously unforeseenpossibilities. Part of it isarevolt
against the somewhat cramping styles wehave brought down with thetraditions of the past.

It was amouncad in 1947 that Paul R. Williamswould be the architect for Beikley Square, but the project was
not congmated until 1954-55.
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Amid all the changing styles, however, the trend toward a simple, honest, "modem " home is
emerging as the best way to get the most housingfor the least money.

The writersof the book offered the foUowing suggestions to prospective home buyers:

Choose a house which does not strivefor "cute" or "picturesque” effects. Designs free from
unnecessary ornamentation or unusual and bizarre effects will retain popularity much longer,
while the extra costs of special styling will be saved Pick a house which does not sacrifice
convenient, fiinctional living arrangements in order to copy the past.*"

PaulR William, Architect

Paul R. WilUiams (1894-1980) wes hired to design die first Westsde Park project in 1949 WilUams, an
Afiican American architect from Los Angeles, was intemationally recognized and esabUshed many
carey 'firsts,' including the first Afiican American to becomea member of die American Inditute of
Architectsand the first to be elected a Fellow oftheorganization."' He was activein pubUc service, and
served on the CalifomiaHousing Commission, the CaUfomia Redevelopment Commission, and the
CaUfomiaBeautiftii Commission.

WilUams studied a the Los Angeles School of Art and the Los Angeles Beaux-Arts Inditute of Design
and the engineering school at the University of Southem Califomia. He worked for planner and
landscepe architect Wdbur D. Cook, Jr., resdentia architect Reginald D. Johnson, and commercial
architect John C. Austin, before opening his own firm in 1922/

WiUiams did significant work in Las Vegas, designing the O. H. Nelson residence (1951); die Royal
Nevada (1955); the Stalcup Shopping Center; and the Las Vegas Hotel Casino & Shopping Center
(1957); dong with remodeling die Flamingo Hotel (1959) and the LaConcha Motel (1962). WilUams
aso designed the Frederick Leistikow Residence. The design of498 unitsof housing for Basic
Magnesium Inc. is attributed to WilUams. WilUamsis aso known for designing buildingsfor African
American busnesses, including Golden State Mutual Lifelnsurance.

Early in his career WilUamswas best known as aresidentia architect. A New York Timesarticle referred
to him as the "architect to the stars. Throughout his career, Wiliams designed over 2,000 homesin

"* Dean, 138.
"M Dean, 138.
"* | as Vegas Review-Journal, December 14, 1949, 4.
"' Gebhard. 19.
AN Gebhard, 21.
Hudson, 7.
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pregigous communities induding HoUywood, Pacific PaUsades Brentwood and Palm Sorings ove the
ocurse of hiscaresr.  Some of diewdl-known individuals for wham he desgned hames are Lon
Chaney, Jay Paley, MorrisLandau, Frank Snafra, and Des Amaz and LudUe BaU.

He was a var sttile desgner, which isevidenoed in hisdesgn gyle and building type*' His prgeds
indude hatds (Beverly HiUs Hatd); commearaa buildings (Sks Fifth Avenue, Los Angdes); resdential
communities (Pueblo dd Rio, a integrated 400-unit ddfense houdng prged); and country dub and rexorts
(Pam Sorings Tennis Club). He became adgot in desgning higoric styles induding Spanish Colonial
Revival, Classcal Revival and Tudor Revival, and Sreamline Modemeand Contemparary Style Ranch
houses

Williams pubUshed two pattem books on small houses The Small Hame of Tamarrow in 1945, and New
Homesfor Today in 1946, The hames in the books are desribed asfoJows ' The books advocated open
plansflatter roofs and a minimum of omament, and demaondrated a numbe of lon-budge contemparaty
desgns induding the Neufra Hame'"*" This wes a time when many ar chiteds were tackling the conogot
of the smalJ houss, in part because of the gpportunities presated by the FHA. WilUams had had ample
oppoartunity to aoquaint himsdf writh housng issues ofthe time He was ”* pointed a commissona on die
Nationa Board of Munidpal Housng in 1933 and in Los Angdes wasa mamba of die Housng
Commissonfr om1933 through 1941**

Acoording to hisbiographer, granddaughtea Karen E. Hudson, die modernized Ranch house became his
Foeddty, asexampUfied in the 1946 Carve Manar Hamesin Los Angdes and Dd Rio Devdgpmeant in
Tuscan, Arizona: " The Carvar Manor hauses are marefr aditional vergons ofthe popular Sngedoty
randh houss, while the amal. anglefamily Dd Rio houses are of the modearnid wood-pog andHoeam
dedgns that weare 20 popular in CaUfomia in the late forties and the fiftiés.

Berkley Square isrecognized asthefir stminority-built subdivison in Nevada is assodated with the
praminatt Afiican-American architet Paul R. WilUams Berkley Square rgoresants the drides made by
the Afiican-American community in the period of adiviam leading up to die Civd Rights ea, by
providing quaity houdng and srvicesto Las Vegas higoricaly negetted Weddde ItisdiU a
predominandy Afiican-American community, and many hames have bean kept within the family thet
orignaly purdhasd them when condrudead in the 19508 The integrity of die community is a tetament
tothe care taken in its planning, desgn and devdgpment.

% Goodyesr, 70
Oe writer desribad hiswark es” gracdul, consyvative ad ledingy atradive” (Goodyesr, 70).
* Goodyesr, 72
5 Gdohard, 5.
5 Gdohard, 26.
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property 30 acres

UTM References

Beginning at NW comer and cx)ntinuing clockwise:
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Norttiing

1 - UM 11 666293E 4006626N 3 - UM 11 666680E 4006304N
2- UM 11 666306E 4006284N 4 - UM 11 666644E 4006650N

* See continuation sheet.
Verbal Boundary Description See Continuation Siieet

Boundary Justification See Continuation Slieet

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitle Diana J. Painter, Owner/Principal. Modifications by Sara Fogelquist.

organization Painter Preservation & Planning date August 2007
street & number 2685 A Petaluma Blvd. N. telephone 707-658-0184
city or town Petaluma state CA zip code 94952

Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:
Continuation Sheets

Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location, (see attached)

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources, (see attached)
Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property, (see attached)
Additional items

Additional graphics including maps and historic photographs, (see attached)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of ttie SHPO or FPO.)

name  Various
street & number telephone.

city or town state zip code

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nhominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain

a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing ttie form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect
of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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Boundary Description

The boundary ofthe Berkl” Square Historic District is coterminous with the boimdary of the
subdivison itself Berkley Squareislocated within LasVegas Westside, northwest of
downtown LasVegas. Itisasubdivision designedin the late 1940s and recorded in 1954, with
the houses congtructed in two phases, in 1954 and 1955. It comprises 148 lotsin aroughly
square, 30-acre parcel, aranged in apredominatdly rectilinear block pattern, with one cinving
dredt. There are only threedirect access pointsto the surrounding neighborhood, which is mede
up of amilarly-designed subdivisions and developments within large superblocks, with controlled
access points, linked by broad arterid streets The streets describing the perimeter ofthe
development, which typically have lots on both sides, are Bymes Avenue, D Street, Leonard
Avenue, and G Stret. Additionally thereisone interior north-south street, F Street, and two
interior east-west dreets, Wyatt Avenue and Freeman Avenue. The Srests are named after the
developers, Leonard and Freeman, and the builders, Wyatt and Bymes. Theletter names respond
to LasVegas larger drest naming conventionsin this area.

Boundary Judtification

The boundaries ofthe Berkley Square Historic District are coterminous with the bounderies ofthe
origina plat, asrecorded in 1954. Beikley Square is surrounded by similarly design”
subdivisions and developments (v«tii the exception of the original town plat on the southem
border), with limited access points, where the intemally-oriented deve opments feed into larger
ateridsthat carry traffic throughout the Westsde. Thisisa suburban-gyle development pattem
that leads each deveopment to be somewhat self-contained and inward-looking, apattem that
was fogtered by the Federa Housing Administration standards that governed this and similar
developments & thetime. This pattem characterizes much of LasVegas suburban, primarily
post-war, development.

The dreet cross section and design and | ot size and pattem are similar throughout this
development. The setbacks are uniform and orientation consstent throughout. Inthefirst 25
years, covenants governing fences and building in setbacks led to even greeter cond stency among
theindividual parcels and thusthe streetsc™e. Whilethereisgreater variation today in fences,
landscaping, and other exterior features, the pattem established by early platting, siting and
design, leadsto the regularity in the subdivision today, reinforcing the rationale as the subdivision
itself for the boimdary for the historic district.

Berkley Squareisadditionally somewhat isolated by the fact that alarge vacantright-of-way (H
Street and theright-of-wayadjacent to it) existsto the west. Thiswas part ofthe original
engineering, intended to separate this African-American subdivision from Bonanza Village to the
wed. To the south, a the entrance of the subdivision, are two devel opments oriented south
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tonard Owats Sred. The land bardeing the adud etrance an F Sred, honvesa, is vacat, d<o
lending to the sdf-contained ar of the naghbarhaod. On the eedt, D Sred, a large narthsauth
ataid, sgparaesthe dedgomantfr oma naghbaring subdivison ad a vecant parod. Barkdey
Suareisna linked to the subdivigon to the narth, athaugh this subdivison digolays a smilar
dred ["out and subdivison desgn. In simmary, the subdivison is - integyrated with any
suraunding parads a dedgomants It is furthe didinguished by the faat thet this dedgoment
digolays a mare rdinad architedurd eqoressaon then surraunding dedgomants
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Repr esentative Photogr aphs

Please refer to Figure 1 to determinethelocation a which each photograph was taken.

Berkley Square Historic District

1
2. Clark County, Nevada

3. DianaPainter

4. February 2005

5. 100 Sewat Street, Carson City, Nevada
6. Streetscgpe, Leonard Avenue, looking eest
7. Photo #1

6.
7

. 613 Leonard Ave., facing SW
. Photo #2

409 Leonard Ave., facing SW
Photo #3

N o

1636 G Stredt, facing W-NW
Photo #4

NO

604 Freeman Ave., facing NE
Photo #5

N o

516 Freeman Ave., facing NE
Photo #6

N o

512 Freeman Ave. (non-contributing), facingN-NE
Photo #7

No

6. 1643 E Street, facing SE
7. Photo #8

6. 1654 D Street (non-contributing), facing NW
7. Photo#9
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N N NOo N N N N NOo NoO

1654 E Sred (naon-aontributing), faang SV
Phao #0

1 Wt Ave, faang SSV
Phao #1

6l Wyatt Ave, faang SV
Phao #12

164 G Sred, fadng NW
Phao #13

50 Wyat Ave, fadng N-NE
Phao #4

50 Wyt Ave (nan-aontributing), faang N-NE
Phato #15

162 D Sred (nonaontributing), faang W-NW
Phato #16

50 Bymes Ave, fadng NW
Phao #7

612 Bymes Ave, fadng N-NW
Phao #18

OMB Approval No. I0"UXns
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Additional Graphics

Hgure 1. Photogrgph Location Map

Hgure 2. Neighborhood Context Map

Hgure 3. Advertisament for Westdde Park, 1949
Hgure 4. Thomas Berkley and Devdopment Team
Houre 5. Portrait of Paul R. Williams
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Figure 1l Phaogagoh Location Map
BaUey Square
Las Veages Clark County, Neveda



Figure 2. Neighborhood Context
Berkley Square
Las Vegas, Clark County, Nevada



Opening of Soles Offices

WESIHE PARK HMES

North End of "F" Street in Westside Los Vegos

For information Regarding Purchase of These Homes
Soles Office Open 12 Noon to 8 P. M. Daily-Phone 5411

Masonry Construction
2 - Bedoom Homes

STEEL KITCHEN CABINETS

LIVING ROOM COMLETELY DECORATED
COMBINATION KITCHEN and DINING AKIA ALUMINUM WINDOWS
2 BEDROOMS TROPICOOL ROOF
BATH AIR CONDITIONED
STORACI. ROOM and SERVICE PORCH ELECTRIC HEATERS

PAVED STREETS, SEWER, WATER, POWER. INCLOSED AND
PAVED TERRACE WITH EACH HOUSE, COMPLETELY LAND-
SCAPED, LAWNS, TREES. SHRUBS, REAR YARD FENCED.
CONCRETE CURBS AND GUTTERS.

FHA APPROVED

Phjl Shipley and Associotes, incTond Curlett Construction Co.
Joint Sponsors

Figure3. WetddePark Advertissment
Berkley Square
Las Vegas Clark County, Nevada



DEVELOPEKS — 8ievm abort art Ih* frlaelpaa la fhe Bakda 8«MN ttxtUtmni which to
«ipecM to ht tUrM la the aat !e days Seded, fram Ittt Oricht:narry e Wyall. n* «as L.

aad L d Wihw
Bakdey aad Edward Freaman. SUndinc. left to richt. Oem Mdane RBVIEWJOUKWAL THOTO

Figure 4 ThamasBakley and Dedgomet Team

Beaidey Square
Las Vagas Clark County, Nevada
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REQUESTED ACTI ON:  NOM NATI ON

PROPERTY  Berkley Square
NAME:

MULTI PLE
NAME:

STATE & COUNTY: NEVADA, Clark

DATE RECEI VED: 9/ 10/ 09 DATE CF PENDI NG LI ST: 9/ 25/ 09
DATE G- 16TH DAY: 10/ 10/ 09 DATE OG- 45TH DAY: 10/ 24/ 09
DATE OF WEEKLY LI ST:

REFERENCE NUMBER 09000846

REASONS FCR REVI EW

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N
OrHER N PDIL: N PERI OD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: Y NATI ONAL: N

GOMWENT WAl VER® N
_\ "/ ACCEPT RETURN REJECT DATE

ABSTRACT/ SUMVARY COMMENTS

The Bakley Square Historic Didgtrict is Sgnificant under criteriaA and Cfor its assodaionwith
ethnic heritage, commumty planning and devdopment, and architecture. Built in 1954°1955X
digrict wes the first suhdmsion built for African Americansin Las Vegas ad it p ayed an important
role m the redevdopmant of the west Sde of Las Veges to improve houl g for the city's S
Amaican community. Berkley Square was designed by architect Paul R. Wiliams don™YWYW\ | as
Angdes architect and an African American. The ranch houses in the district are good exaZlesof
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If a nomnation i sreturned tothenom nating authority, the
nom nation i sno |longer under consideration by t heNPS.





















































































































STATE OF NEVADA
DEPARTMENT OF CULTURAL AFFAIRS
State Historic Preservation Office
100 N. Stewart Street
Carson City, Nevada 89701

JIM GIBBONS
Governor (775)684-3448 « Fax (775) 684-3442

MICHAEL E. FISCHER

www.nvshpo.org RONALD M.JAMES

Department Director Stafe Historic Preservation Officer

(NSPO Rev. 207)

September 8, 2009

~Ect  ED2230

Barbara Wyatt, Historian
National Park Service
*
1201 Eye Street, NW (2280) 3P 10 J
Washington, DC 20005

Dear Ms. Wyaitt,
Enclosed, for your review, please find the following nomination to the National Register
of Historic Places:

Berkley Square, Las Vegas, Clark County, Nevada

Thank you for your consderation. Should you have questions regarding this
corregoondence please contact me viateephone a 775.684.3427 or viaemail &
sogel quist(a).nevadaculture.org.

Sincerdly,

Sara Fogdlquist
Architectural Historian



Ronald James To "Barbara_Wyatt@nps.gov" <Barbara_Wyatt@nps.gov>

<RJames@nevadaculture.org . .
> cc Sara Fogelquist <SFogelquist@nevadaculture.org>

11/03/2009 02:38 PM bee
Subject RE: Berkley Square

Hi  Barbara,
Thanks for catching that. Sorry for theoversight onny part, Please beso
kind as t ocheck "meets" for me.

Thanks,
Ron

Please note new e-mail address:
Ronald M Janes

State Historic Preservation Officer
100 N Stewart St

Carson City Nv 89701

775-684-3440

rjames@evadacul ture.org

Original Message

From Barbara_Watt @ps.gov [mailto:Barbara_Watt@ps.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, Novenber 03, 2009 11: 31 AM

To: Ronald Janes

Cc: Sara Fogel quist

Subject: RE: Berkley Square

Ron,

Vé just noticed that i nSection 3 of t heBerkley Square nomi nation neither
the box "meets" nor "does not meet" t heNational Register Criteriai s
checked. Wth your permission, | would be happy t ocheck t hebox "nmeets"
for you. Please | et me know, andwe'll file your e-mail confirmation with
the nomination.

Thankyou,
Bar bar a

BARBARA WYATT, HI STORI AN

National Register of Historic Places
National Historic Landmarks

1201 Eye Street NN

Washi ngton, DC 20005

202- 354- 2252

202-371-6447f ax



