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Brandywine Village was the original location of a group of
il}% the homes of .jro^porouc uillers, mill workers, shop 

keepers and artisans. "In general, the development of the small 
town was accompli shed in the lastqquarter of the lOth century. 
At first the town was a separate entity on the north side of the 
Brandywine Greek, but soon became a part of earlier Wilmington, 
then developing on the south bank of the stream.

The Brandywine Creek flows approximately west to east for the 
involved in the town and foams the south boundary. The total 

area of thirty acres reaches northeast from the creekiiii an ir 
regular* fashion. All of the mill and mill race sites are included, 
as are all the historic homes, large and small, and a small school- 
house. Two mid-century churches are also included in this histor 
ic district.

The crossing of the creek, which has always been a problem 
due to the rocky stream-bed and the steep banks, is now accomp 
lished by two modern bridges. These supplant three early wooded 
bridge^ a still earlier ford, and a ferry. The creek was navig 
able at this point for the small sailing boats which served the 
mills. There were mills on both sides of the creek, but none of 
them survive in its original form. There are, however, continuous 
sections of exposed foundations which line both sides of the 
stream, some supporting later structures.

Market Street, the old toll road to Philadelphia from Wilming- 
ton and points south of the village, has always been the main 
street. Here developed the row of sturdy. houses built of local 
Brandywine granite by the mill owners of the period. Six__still
remain in good condition while one is covered by a late store 
front* All are of good integrity of design, and although changes 
have been made, the character of the changes is, in the main, 
quite obvious and leaves little or no doubt of the original form 
and detail. For example, later additions of porches and shed 
dormers fail to obscure the original simple dignity of two sto
ries of stone with a classic moulded cornice a sloped roof
paralleling the street.

Two of houses have restored, one serving as 
the headquarters of the Junior League of Wilmington, and the ot 
her owned and occupied by the Wilmington Senior Center* The whole 
row is placed high off street level back a generous di 
mension from, retaining walls at line of the sidewalk, 
Of the seven houses mentioned above, three are owned by Old Bran
lywine Village, Inc., a private organization with strong historic. 
and preservation interests and ideals* ,*v,. 

The opposite side of Markwt Street is lined with small' store 
and other commercial activities houned within the walls of 
old shops and homes of the less affluent members of the 
munity, some of brick of frame cons true ti on. Stqjrej 
and of the last century have, in general, obscured 
inal" buildings. However, in many instances, second story 
and pitched roofs above the first stories attest to the 
character of the row. Further houses of later date line Hut; ton
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TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

In 'I 63_7 the earliest settler reached the land wnlcn later 
became Brandywine Village, This was Gaptain Jacob Yandever who 
took his small ship up the small stream, now the Brandywine Gre 
Accompanied by his wife* he had sailed directly from Holland. 
Previously^ in 1631^ he had made an earlier trip to the New WoiO 
and left a brother in New Amsterdam, who was a member" of the 
Dutch East India Company and who prospered in Manhattan.

Shortly after his landing, it was discovered that his ship 
was leaky and imseaworthy. With the consent of a friendly Indi 
an chief, Vandever and his crew laid claim to the landing place 
and built what was the first house in, Brandywine Hundred. The 
first land patent was granted to Jacob Vandever in 1669 under ti 
Duke of York and confirmed by re-survey in 168IL-85. At that tini 
the amount of land mentioned was 535" acres. The original log- 
hewn houoe find the brick one which followed have disappeared. 
Farm life prevailed on the whole Vandever Tract up to the time c 
the development of the flour milling industry.

Members of prominent families in the Village and surrounding 
areas gradually became involvediin flour mill building and oper-i 
at ion included the Mar shall s in 175>f7 "the Tatrialls and Leas in 
the 1?70 f s. It was members of these families who bujLlt the ston 
houses on Market Street, They came into the period of their gre; 
eat prosperity in, the Revolution when, after the Battle of the 
Brandywine in 1777* Joseph Tatnall became the chief supplier of 
flour for the Continental Army, The association was the start oi 
a friendship with Generals George Washington, Lafayette, and 
Anthony Wayne, which grew and outlasted the war period.

In 178y Oliver Evans, a local inventor, persuaded Joseph 
atnall and his partner, Lea, toVnstall in their mill in the Vil 
lage his idea of a mechanized flttill system which proved very 
successful and was the first of its kind.

The Brandywine Academy was built in 1798 following a suc 
cessful subscription of funds., The land was given by John Dick 
inson, the "Pen Man of the Revolution 1 ', and John Welsh, Dickin- 
son had large property holdings^*! Brandywine Village, inherited 
by his daughter at his death in 1u08/

The Academy served as a school for about 75 years, and also
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Vandever, Buena Vista, and Race Streets and are of great value as 
supplementary«3fc£lnot primary, interest to the community.

At the north end of the row of large houses on Market Street,
at the corner of Concord Ave f ,St^ John's Episcopal Church was 

built in ?85»7 and consecrated in 1858. The church has been greatly 
expanded from a simple parish church to become the Cathedral Ohurd:
of St. John* The first building was designed by John Notman of 
Phila delphia, who ""was a leading designer in the Gothic tradition 
of that time. The Notman plan was a simple cruciform type with a 
tall tower surmounted by a slender spire, Brandywine granite was 
used for all walls and the roof is of slate. The expanded group 
which is now the Cathedral Church is well arranged and allows the 
original design 'to hold its place in the complete composition.The 
use of the local granite makes the church compatible with the old 
houses*

North on Market St. on the east side stands the Brandywine 
Methodist Episcopal Church, also built in 18J?.7. The present build 
ing is a very simple rectangular brick structure. The exterior is 
stuccoed and the surface is scored to simulate stone coursing. The 
roof is low-pitched, pedimentod on the entrance or street front. 
Since the auditorium is on the second floor, the high arched win 
dows with tinted glass express this use in contrast with the much 
lower windows on the first floor which houses church orf-lceo and 
the Sunday School. The architectural style follows the work of 
Benjamin Latrobe, William Strickland and Ammi B.Young w&o worked 
in Wilmington and nearby New Castle, and were doubtless an influ 
ence in the design of this building,

On Vandever Ave., jtist east of the intersection with Market St. 
stands the Br-.andywi.ne. Academy, founded in 1798, as attested by the 
oval date stone over the entrance. It is a txtfq__atory building of
stone with a generous attic surmounted by an octagonal cupola 

with bell, on a lovj square base. It housed a class room on each 
floor and also served as a meeting place for the village activities
Brandywine granite again plays its part in making Brandywine Vil 

lage an integral architectural composition. The Academy is owned 
by Old Brandywine Village, Inc., and has been restored by this 
organization. The first floor, as restored, portrays a classroom 
of  ne early 1BOO ! S, and the second floor is the meeting room for 
the Caesar* Rodney Chapter of the D.A.R., whose members serve as 
guides in the schoolroom. It is used as a museum visited, regularly
by Delaware elementary school pupils studying Delaware history,
and others.
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Old Brandywine Village- significance

housed the founding groups and original worshipers of the two 
churches founded in the Village; St. John's Episcopal and the Brandyw 
Methodists, Prom 1915 to 19^3 the building was used as a branch 
of the Wilmington Institute Free Library. The Academy was founded 
as a privateschool and became a part of the Wilmington Public 
School system.

 In 1821.4. General Lafayette re-visited Brandywine Village in a 
tour of the Eastern part of the states, so familiar to him in the 
war* The Village held a triumphant ft arade, crowds cheered and 
waved flags. The Academy bell was rung end the General visited 
ith the Tatnalls and other friends of the war days.
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