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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The house is built on a modified "T" plan and has two and
one-half stories. The delicate rhythm of the lathe-turned
railing and spindles of the many porches relieve the
austerity of the bare red-brick walls broken only by the
smooth stone lintels and sills. The walls are topped by a
corbelled cornice which is returned under the gable with

its latticework infill over. the upper story's triple windows.
The roof has metal shingles. The overall effect of the
exterior is one of austere rectitude.

The main entrance, living room, parlor and stairway front
the west side and face the Jennie's Creek Road which goes
off to the south of U.S. 460.

The stem of the "T" extending easterly from the above-
mentioned portion contains two kitchens and the dining room.
There is one large fireplace in each of the ten 15' x 18' rooms
with a total of four chimneys. Ceilings are ten feet high,
walls are wainscot of three feet high with the upper seven
feet plaster. Woodwork is dark oak.

The Davis house has a commanding location on a hillside.
For years it was the first large brick house seen by
travelers approaching Pa1ntsv111ev‘{\igjf»
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Daniel Davis House is located on ground where a Civil

War battle occurred. On January 7, 1862, Colonel James D.
Garfield sent his union troops to displace the Confederate
Cavalry who were stationed at the mouth of Jennie's Creek.
The Confederates retreated in defeat. This skirmish was a
prelude to the January 10, 1862, Battle of Middle Creek.

Daniel Davis first occupied the house that was built on this
site on April 6, 1889.

The Daniel Davis Home was the equivalent of a community
center from its occupancy in 1889 until the death of its
owner in 1919. The builder, Daniel Davis (1844-1919), was

a large landowner, an operator of a tannery and shoe factory,
a leading merchant and banker--serving as the first and only
President of the Paintsville National Bank (now the First
National Bank) from 1902 until his death. Davis was also

the producer and manufacturer of tobacco.

The Davis House was a community center largely owing to its
location on a widely traveled route. It served as commer-
cial, cultural, political, news, and information center
because of the traffic movement from Jennie's Creek and
Paint Creek to other parts of the state and region.

Davis was also active in political affairs and although he
never ran for an office, he was an importanct figure in the
power structure of the Republican Party in eastern Kentucky.
He served many times as a delegate to Republican National
Conventions.

Although not elaborate by the standards of many communities,
the house itself has a severe dignity that, combined with the
prominent site, makes it outstanding among the '"Mountain
Mansions'" of Eastern Kentucky.
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tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

I hereby certify that this property is included in the
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