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The boundaries for this nomination coincide w1th the pn¥PQ£EZ,
boundaries of the University of Vermont Morgan Horse Farmias
presently recorded in the town records of Weybridge, Vermont“”“/

Physical Description

The Morgan Horse Farm is located in the rolling pastureland of
Addison County. A broad lawn stretches from the Morgan Horse
Farm Road (which proceeds north from Middlebury, extending along
the west side of the farm) to the statue of Justin Morgan and
the late 19th century Main Barn. This handsome vista forms the
main entrance to the complex.

The Main Barn is built on an asymetrical plan with a dressed
stone foundation, clapboard walls, windows with ornate hood
mouldings, and a bracketed wood. cornice surmounted by a slate

| sheathed mansard roof. The barn has a central cupola topped by
a weathervane in the image of a Morgan Horse. Little has been
done to alter the interior integrity of the structure. A large
carriage room is located along the north side of the building
and the stalls, approached via a large interior round arched
doorway, are located to the rear. The stalls all have enclosed
feed bins, which are supplied with grain from the second floor
loft. Extending east, south and north from the Main Barm, in
the form of a "U", are a series of structures dating from the

mid 1960's, 1nc1ud1ng a training hall, broodmare barn and colt
§Héd‘”“’ )

_Due_south of the Maln Barn is a cluster of bulldlngs dating
from the early 20th century dominated by the Main House. A
|series of dwelling houses are located to the south. All these

{buildings, including the Main House, are of simple design and arfe

sheathed with clapboard painted white.

To the north of the Main Barn is the Remount Barn, a long rec-
tangular two story clapboarded structure with a gable roof sur-
mounted by two louvered cupolas.

The Battell House is situated several hundred yards north of the
farm on the east side of the main road. It is a small two_and
one half story rectangular brick dwelling executed in vernacular
Greek Revival style. The structure rests on a stone block
foundation and is characterized by extremely simple fenestratiom,
cornice and other exterior features. One unusual design element
'is the prominent wooden belt course which divides the first and

second stories. Several fireplaces remain in the interior, in-
cludlng a large cooklng flrep ace w1th 51de dutch ovens 1ocated
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in the kitchen at the rear of the building. A large wood frame
barn sheathed with clapboard is located east of the Battell
House. Both the house and the barn are presently unoccupied.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Although the Battell House and especially the Main Barn have
architectural distinction in their own right, the primary
significance of the University of Vermont Morgan Horse Farm
is a result of the role which this site has played in the
history and development of the Morgan Horse.

The Morgan Horse is one of the first horse breeds to originate
in the United States. The breed can be traced back to Justin
Morgan, a Vermont stallion which lived at the turn of the 19th
century. For the past 175 years, the superior qualities of
Justin Morgan's descendants have been a source of great pride
to Vermonters. The Morgan Horse is the official State animal.

In 1905, in an effort to scientifically improve and perpetuate
the breed, the United States Department of Agriculture and the
University of Vermont began the "U.S. Morgan Horse Farm'" in
Burlington. Two years later, in 1907, the installation was
moved to its present quarters in Weybridge. The land and
buildings comprising the facility were donated by Colonel Josepl
Battell, founder of the American Morgan Register. In 1951 the
complex was acquired outright by the University of Vermont.

The farm has been in continuous successful operation for almost
70 years making it one of the oldest and most famous Morgan Horg
breeding establishments in the nation. The site has become the
focal point for Morgan Horse activity in North America and re-
ceives thousands of visitors yearly.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion

in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

National State Local
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State Liaison Officer

Date
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National Register.
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