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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Originally this clapboarded structure stood in the center of Norwich 
on lower Broadway. It now stands on property owned by the Daughters 

of the American Revolution and it is a museum.

The house is a sparkling and individualized example of Greek Revival' 
architecture. It is painted white and is placed with gable end to the 
street. Its front entrance is located to the south side of its 
three bay facade. The eaves cornice which is decorated with mutules 
is carried across the gable ends of the building. This cornice 
together with the cornice of the shallow sloped roof creates a 
pediment which encloses an eliptical window with muntins in rising 
sun pattern.

The panelled door, which according to tradition is original, is 
enclosed in a rectangular frame of side lights and engaged jxinic 
columns supporting an entablature and an overdoor light, while all 
this is framed by fluted mouldings with rosettes enclosed in 
squares at the level of the intersection of the entablature with 
the mouldings and at the corners of the upper limits of the door 
frame. The entablature directly above the door contains a cushion 
frieze above which is a band of egg and dart moulding which continues, 
in the trim above the overdoor light. A tiny break in the center 
of the fluting of the door frame suggests a keystone.

The Very slight projection of the plain window, frames from the 
clapboarded exterior gives the building a forthright plainess despite 
its elaborate door. The sash is six over six panes. The foundation 
is stone as are the broad steps at front and rear of the building. 
There are two chimneys >both the product of later additions ̂ .nd 
alterations on northeast and southwest sides of the house most 
probably with respect to window and door openings there.

DAR investigations have shown the date of the original house to be 
1750. That this building was originally a colonial house is evident 
in the width of the cornice and the proximity of the windows to it, 
as well as the absence of pilasters from the corners of the structure. 
When this building was altered to its present Greek Revival form 
alterations in the positions of the windows and the elimination of 
a central door must have occurred. Further investigation would 
undoubtedly reveal additional changes in the interior, including 
changes in the position of the fireplaces and their chimney^ 
tions.
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TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This building has historical and aesthetic interest which justifies 
its nomination to the National Register, It was built by Nathaniel 
Backus who was a descendent of two of the founders of the town 
(William Backus and William Backus, Jr. )  Nathaniel was born on 
April 5> 1704* In 1?26 he married Hannah Baldwin and they had 
seven children. According to record, Nathaniel Backus was one of 
the six men in Norwich who owned their own carriages prior to the 
Revolutionary War.

The house is a fine and beautifully maintained example of 
Greek Revival domestic architecture. It stands in a quiet subur­ 
ban area where most of the structures excepting the John 
A. Rockwell house (1818) next to it were built at a later 
period. The simplicity of the Backus house contrasts pleasantly 
with the verandahs and asymmetric forms of the surrounding 
buildings. A plaque on the doorway of the house commemorates 
the original owner who was one of the most substantial citizens 
of the town prior to the revolution.
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