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The Hiram Sands House i slocated on Putnam Avenue, several blocks from Harvard Square,

in theCanbridgeport area of Canbridge. The house i stheonly large Bracketed house

in Canbridgeport which retains much of itsoriginal appearance. Although thehousei s

confined t oa conventional 63 by 100 foot | ot on a busy street, itssetting i senhanced
by a garden seen behind a picket fence.

The two-story brick house was built i n1848 for a nmenber of t he Sands fami |y, owners of
an important North Canbridge brickyard. The buildingretains many Geek Revival aspects
in itsstolid mass and pedimented lintels on t heupper-floor windows. The proportions
and thewidely projecting eaves supported by pairs of brackets belong totheltalianate
period. Interspersed between thelarge brackets i sa series of smaller brackets that
read almost as a rowof dentil blocks.

The design of thelarge eave brackets i srepeated on a smaller scale on each face of the
square posts and pilasters of thefront portico. The result i sa lacy enfranement of

the entrance that contrasts with thebuildirtg's otherwise heavy proportions. The facade
ornamentation i s strongly plastic - w ndow caps and sills project bluntly, and two belt
courses corbel out from thewall i ntwo steps of brick. The deep brick fascia under the
main cornice i snot designed as an entablature, and i t sdepth i sdetermned solely by

the three-foot high roof brackets.

An inmportant Italianate feature not evident from thefacade i stheirregular plan of
the H ram Sands House. The L-shaped core allows two rooms on one side of the central

hall and just one large roomon t heother. The gable above therear el li sof the sane
size and el aboration as themain gable, while theroof of thelong service wing thrusts
out at one side at a distinctly lower level. Built on a corner, thehouse has front

and side elevations faced with pressed brick, while common brick i senployed on the
rear. Simlarly, there i sno projectingcorner pilaster ontheleft rear conner of the
building or ontheservice wing.
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The Hiram Sands House i ssignificant for itsassociations with the Canbridge brickmaking
industry and as one of the nmost outstanding architectural exanples in the comunity
of Cambridgeport.

The Sands House at 22 Put nam Avenue was t he hone of Hi ram Sands who bel onged t oa prom -
nent Canbridge brickmaking fam |y and operated a brickyard near his residence. The
house i s t hesecond of three brick Sands fami |y homes erected i n Canbridge duringt he

m d-nineteenth century. Thefirst still exists at 145 ElmStreet andthe third,i n
North Canbridge, was denolished i n1939. The Sands House incorporated elements of both
the Geek Revival and Italianate styles andis anunusually elaborate exanple of a m d-
nineteenth century craftsman's residence. Located ona promnent corner site, i tis the
nmost significant building inthe Putnam Avenue area and occupies aninmportant placei n
the history of Canmbridge architecture.

The | ot onwhich the Sands House stands was purchased by John Sands i n 1848 from John and
Horace Hews who were involved i nt hePutnam Avenue brickyards. Hiram Sands bought t he
lot and the partially finished house in October of thesane year. Levi Perkins, aCam
bridge carpenter whofigures i nthese property transactions, was probably fchb buil der.

The Sands House was | ocated within easy wal king distance from the brickyard, and was one
of the nmost ostentatious residences in Canbridgeport. The building offers aninteresting
contrast t othe small workers' cottages of it simmediate neighborhood, aswell asto the
suburban residences of nearby Dana Hill, amddle class devel opment of t he sane period
that drewresidents of anmore socially and financially secure class.

The house carried anortgage from AbrahamHilliard, another local brickmaker, andi n 1854
when Hiram Sands fell into debt and defaulted onhis payments, Hilliard acquired the prop-
erty. Hilliard's sonJoseph inherited the house i n1866, and seven years later itwas

sold t oGeorge C Howard who al so owned two adjacent lots onGeen Street. Unlike rmany
other Canbridge houses, the building remained a single fam |y residence until 1975 and
its original appearance has survived intact t oa remarkable degree.

Following theSands family tradition, thePutnam Avenue house was erected in brick, which
in Canmbridge was far |ess commonly used than wood for residential construction. The

Put nam Avenue and Green Street sides of the building were faced with pressed brick, which
is denser and nore uniform than the cheaper, common variety. | tis |likely that all of
the brick used inthe Sands House was manufactured i nthefam|ly's yards acrosst he
street.
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The nmost successful entrepreneur i nthe fam |y was John Sands, who established a firm
in North Canbridge that flourished until thebeginning of thetwentiethcentury. John
Sands began at t he Canbridge Street claybeds i nthe 1830's andapparently followed
lvory Sands t o Putnam Avenue where he al so bought property. Along with several other
Put nam Avenue brickmakers. Sands ultimately decided to concentrate hisefforts i nNorth
Canbri dge where a large supply of good brick clay had been discovered. As earlyas
1845 he hadbought claylands near Garden Street and Concord Avenue andcontinued t o con-
solidate hi sholdings there,anticijKttrngths shift of the local brick industryto North
Canbridge i nthe 1850's. His son, Martin W Sands, took over the conpany i n 1880 and
carried onthebusiness until around 1900 when i t was absorbed by t he New Engl and Brick
Conpany. Brickmaking ended i n Canbridge i n 1952, andthe Hiram Sands House i s one of
the fewremants of this once important i ndustry.
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March 31, 1976

M. Charles Herrington
Chief, Registration
National Register
National Park Service
Departnent of the Interior
Washington, DC 20240

Dear Charl es:

Encl osed please find three nom nationforms for the following properties:

1. Canbridge, Hiram Sands House

2. Lexington, Lexington Green Historic District
3. Northampton, Smith Al unmae Gymmasi um

These properties have been voted eligible by the Massachusetts Historical Gm
m ssion (State Review Board) and have been signed by the State Historic Pres-
ervation Officer, Elizabeth R Amadon.

Sincerely yours.

Patricia L. Wesl owski
Survey Director
Massachusetts Historical Conmi ssion

A\V¥/mv
Encl osures
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