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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Algoma Boulevard Methodist Church is a compact, sturdy building 
in the tradition established by the late buildings of Henry Ho£son 
Richardson. It has wide, ample proportions and a simplified shape 
like the last of the Richardson libraries, for instance, the 
Crane Memorial Library of 1883, It is constructed of well-cut 
local stone left—as was the stone of the Allegheny County Court­ 
house andf jail by Richardson—purposely rough for effect. The 
simplified profile of the Algoma Boulevard Methodist Church is broken 
in places by small stone turrets with shingle roofs, a_stone chimney, 
and a square, stone bell-tower with a low-pitched, shingle roof. 
The flat, stone ends of the building protrude slightly above the 
roof line to give a screen-like effect. A slightly-flattened,apsidal 
bay is visible at one end, and at the transept ends windows are 
massed—a set of three very large arched windows above four smaller 
rectangular ones. The church is overgrown with ivy and stands on 
a wooded site. m
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Algoma Boulevard Methodist Church demonstrates a fine use of the 
Romanesque vocabulary established by Henry Hobson Richardson in his 
later, less picturesque works. It is also a good example of the work 
of the important Wisconsin architect, William Waters. Waters, who 
was born and educated in New York State, was a resident of Oshkosh 
for over fifty years and contributed much to its architectural 
appearance. He designed a variety of types of buildings in Oshkosh 
and elsewhere in Wisconsin including churches, high schools, hotels, 
and the Oshkosh Opera House (which is already on the National Register.) 
He is best known as the designer of the Wisconsin Building at the 
World's Columbian Exposition of 1893. The Algoma Boulevard Church was 
designed by Waters in 1890 for a Methodist congregation which had 
been founded in Oshkosh in 1870 as an offshoot of the First Methodist 
Church there.



"William Waters," Wisconsin Necrology, Vol. XVI, p. 132.

Commemorative Biographical Record of the Fox River Valley Counties
of Brown, Outagamie, and Winnebago Chicago: Beers Co., 1895.
p. 1143. 

Lawson, P. A History of Winnebagp County^ Wisconsin. Chicago: 1908,
pp. 564-6.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
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