DEC 2 6 199

KRV B - BULDING AREA FORM NO.

MASBACHUEETTS HISTORICAL COMMISBON 1637
80 BOYLSTON STREET
BOSTOII, MA 02116

Tomn  Worcester
Address ~ Harlow Street
Historic Hane Lars Petterson-James Reidy

Three-Decker

Phao (3'x3" or 3'x5', black ad

white) Indicate address of U= Presentresidential

property an badk of photo. . : :

Staple to left sde of for«. Original residential
DESCRIPTION

Dae ca. 1910
Source Worcester House Directory

Style Colonial Revival (Gambrel)
Three-DecKer
Architect unknown
Seacdh Mg Drav mp showing property's location

in relation to nearet cross streets and/or Exterior Wal Fabric wood clapboard and

mhical features. Indicate all buildings snmgie
inventoried property and nearest Outbuildings

intersectionﬁ).

Indicate nort

Magjor Alterations (with dates)none
See attached map.

Condition very good

Mo Dae

Acreage less than 1/4 acre

SettingEarly 20th century, urban,

multi-family, residential street;
in a row of three-deckers opposite

Saint Bernard Church

UM REFERENCE  19/269710/4684810 Recorded by Michael Steinitz
USGS qUADRANGLE Wor cester North Organization Clark University
SCALE 1:25,000 Date June 1980

Revised for MHC by Michael Steinitz-12/!



NATI ONAL REQ STER CR TER A STATEMENT (i f applicable)

The Lars Petterson-James Reidy Three-Decker possesses integrity of location,
design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and association. 't is
"significant as a representative residence of themddle-class, streetcar
suburb that devel oped along t helincoln Street axis I nthefirst decades of
the 20th century. 't i salso an unusually well-preserved andwell-detailed

= exanple of t hegambrel-roof form of Colonial Revival style three-decker

design of this period. The Petterson-Reidy Three-Decker thus neets criteria |,
A and C of t heNational Register of Historic Places on thelocal level,

AHTEIUAL. 9 SN H CGANE  Descri be i nport ant archltectural features and evaluate interns of
other buildings withinthe conmunity.

Architecturally, 4 Harlow Street i sa remarkably well-preserved, well-
detailed exanmple of t heearly form of gambrel-roof. Colonial Revival style
three-deckers popular i nWrcester. The house has t hecharacteristic side-
hall plan, and i sclad i nwood clapboard, with shingles i nthegables. The
first and second stories exhibit typical local Colonial Revival details. A
two-tier porch on theasymmetrical main facade i ssupported by square pests
and has open balustrades. The porch i sflanked by a shallow, two-story bay
wi ndow. A second, shallow bay wi ndow projects from t heside wall. The
cthird floor of the house i sdefined by t hegambrel roof. On the main facade,
the porch i sdefined by a semi -circular opening, and i sflanked by a triple.

wi ndow that takes theplace of t hebay window on t helower stories. Large,
double cross-gable dormers project from t heroof on theside elevations.
The roof cornice overhang shelters modillion blocks.

HSITGRCL SGNHCANE Explain the role owers played in local or state history ad howthe
building relates to the devel opnent of the conwmnity.

The Petterson-Reidy Three-Decker, like 2 and 6 Harlow Street, was built ca.
1910 as one of a half dozen houses developed i ntheHarlow Street area by
Lars Petterson. A local contractor, Petterson owned nore than a dozen houses
in thelLincoln Street and Greendale neighborhoods. Petterson owned 4 Harlow
Street through theearly 1920s. The northern part of thelincoln Street area
was developed i nthefirst decades of the20th century as a mddle-class,
streetcar suburb, with many white-collar and skilled-craft blue-collar

enpl oyees choosing tolive i nthis modestly fashionable, rrulti-famly
residential nei ghborhood. The earliest known residents of 4 Harlow included
M. and Ms. Leon Yatter and M. and Ms. Horace Kendall. Tenants i n 1920
included Irving Hunt, a salesman; Walter Cooke, a clerk at American Steel

and Wre; and Sanuel Papineau, a foreman. By 1924, t hehouse was owned by
Janes Reidy, an electrician, who lived here. Tenants that year included
Clarence Smith, an instructor for theNorton Conpany; and Benjamn Wtmer,

a manager.
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