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preservation efforts.and have worked consistently for the

their students here to learn from what has been called "a
museum of architectural gems.'" And artists are a usual sight apg
they capture the grace and color of the area for posterity.

The Riverside Drive Historic Area is bounded by 4th Street ang
the alley between Greenup and Garrard Streets and the Ohio
and Licking Rivers. From the earliest days of Covington
this area was selected by many prominent people for building
the finest homes of the city.

The houses that make up the area today date from the early
1800s. The area boasts 31 structures that are considered
exceptionally good examples of their various styles of arch-

1tecture,

The Thomas Carneal House built in 1815 by one of the founder
of Covington, is récognized as one of the finest brick houses
of its type in the nation. It is of a tran51t10nal Georglan
style with a number of Palladian influences. The brick work
and iron details is of the best quality. This house still
affords a tunnel leading to the Licking River, once used by
slaves escaping to the North.

[€2]

Several very fine large French Victorian houses are in the
area as well as a number of houses with Gothic influences.
Riverside House, built by Charles McLaughlin, was inspired by
the Southern mansion architecture with white column and doubl
porch overlooklng the Ohio River.

There are also two separate row-houses groups of excellent
detail, one in the Greek Revival style and the other in Vic-
torian townhouse style. o

A small group of Regency houses cluster on the Ohio River
bank, while several large Greek Revival mansions grace the
inner area.

The Daniel C. Beard House is the home of the founder of the
Boy Scouts of America and is a National Landmark.

This small area has an exceptional architectural record.

It has been carefully preserved and restored, largely by
individuals who live in the area. The majority of the resi-
dents, are solidly -behind the Northern Kentucky Heritage Leagu

area's protectiion. College professors of architecture bring
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One of the most popular gathering places along theé Ohidé River

1n ‘the early days when this country was being settled was the

point of land formeéd by the junction of the Licking ' River with
the Ohio River. This land was later to become Covington, Ky.,
and the point is the present Riverside Drive Historic Area.

When the blue grass area at Bryan Station and Blue Licks was
attacked by marauding Indians from Ohio, George Rogers Clark,

a Colonel in the Kentucky-Virginia Militia, chose the Riverside
area to assemble his troops. Clark also used the area as a
gathering point when he led his mounted men into the Northwest
Territory against the British. A plague to his memory dominate
the park named in his honor in the center of the Riverside Areal
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Richard C. Haupt, Director of Cincinnati Historical Society has
expressed his belief that the very first settlers in the Greater
Cincinnati area chose the Riverside Area for residence. As
time went on, Riverside became the site of Covington's and
Greater C1nc1nnat1 s most elegant homes. The Carneal House on
2nd Street, built in 1815, §Fill remains the outstanding manor
house of the area. The Marquis de LaFayette was entertained
there in 1825 on his triumphal tour of the United States.

Daniel Carter Beard (the first national commissioner of the Boy
Scouts of America and often called its founder) lived in a bricl
Victorian house on 3rd Street. Beard's first club was known as
the "Sons of Daniel Boone" and it was this group which he turned
into the Boys Scouts organization in 1910. His former home is
a Registered National Landmark. '

[l

Even the names of the streets in the Riverside Area hate his-
torical significance. Garrard & Shelby were Kentucky governors
and Kennedy was the pioneer who first bought -the ;land and
settled on the site which was to become Covington.
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