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1. Name of Propertv A
historic name NORTHEAST SCHOOL

other names/site number DISTRICT #1 SCHOOL

2. Location
street & number 981 SUMMIT ROAD not for publication
city or town RICHMOND vicinity

state MASSACHUSETTS code MA countv BERKSHIRE code 003 zip code 01254

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this abomination
« request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
ta'rneets « does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

« nationally « statewide H"ocally. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Brona Simon Date
Massachusetts Historical Commission, Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property « meets « does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)
Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification
, he”~by certify that this property is: Date of Action
entered in the National Register
* See continuation sheet.
« determined eligible for the
National Register
« See continuation sheet.
¢ determined not eligible for the
National Register
« removed from the
National Register
« other (explain):



NORTHEAST SCHOOL

Name of Property

5. Classification

Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply)

JL private

_ public-local

_ public-State

_ public-Federal

(Check only one box)

X building(s)
__ district
__site
_ structure
_ object

Name of related multiple property listing

(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

EDUCATION/schoolhouse

7. Description
Architectural Classification

(Enter categories from instructions)

FEDERAL

Narrative Description

BERKSHIRE. MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
1 _building
sites
, structures
objects
1 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

NONE

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

RECREATION AND CULTURE/museum

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)
foundation poured concrete

walls weatherboard

roof wood shingled

other post and beam

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

See attached continuation sheets.

NORTHEAST SCHOOL
Name of Property

8. Statement of Significance

BERKSHIRE. MA
County and State
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DESCRIPTION:

The one-room Northeast School houseis aone-gtory rectangular building with sde gabled roof. The
main portion of the building meeaures24.5' by 23.5'. Tothe north end is atached aone-story gabled
wing measuring 16' by 16' 9"(photo #2). This addition isflush with the eest dde of the main building.
Moved from acrass Svamp Road to the eadt in 1993, the school building Sits 70 feet west of Summit
Roed, just south of the intersection with Svamp Roed in the Stevens Corners area of Richmond.

The building isasimplified Federd style with a pedimented gable end a the south defined by moldings,
plain cornerboards, a plain wooden frieze, molded wooden eaves, and clgpboard siding. There isone
large window centered on the south end, and two large windows on both the east and west Sdes,
conssting of 99 lightswith smple corniced moldings. The north gable end hes returned eaves, a smdl
atic light of 6/6, and the north elevation of the wing hes asimilar &6 attic light and afirst story &6 light.
The first gory entrances condst of endosed one story gabled entry porches projecting out from the
building, one on the west and one on the eest laterd Sdes. Abovethe eedt entry porch isahigh four-light
uarewidow s just below the eaves (photo #1)

Framing of the main building is pog and beam, with hand-hewn timbers thought to be chestnut. Hewn
timbers in the attic of the main building consst of kneewall framing tied to both gable ends Laterd
gpanning between the principa rafter ends is by means of two heavy beamed purlins supporting the
sscondary rafters. End rafterswere replaced, possibly in the 1838 improvements. The roof of the main
portion of the building isarafter roof with horizontal sheething boards over two feet widelaid a right
anglesto the rafters. There are no purlinsin the roof and no ridge pole. None of the roof raftersare
origina and gppear to have been replaced in 1838. No scribe marks are visible on exposad heavy timbers
in the attic, but as much as athird of the framing members have bean replaced and many of the wooden
treenails are missing. Two satsof collar beeamswith kneewallswere cut with an up-and-down saw.

Magjor recorded dterations to the building involved routine mantenance and repairs from the time of
original congtruction. 1n 1802, the school committee voted to buy a gove and pay local help to dear
awvay achimney and lathe over the wall and ceiling where the chimney had bean removed. At the end of
the school yeer in 1838, the building received new sheathing on the exterior, new wooden floorsand

(continued)
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replagtering on the interior, new replacement doors to replace old and shrunken ones and window casngs
were tightened. Alterationsto the interior of the woodshed ell were madein 1932 for chemicd toilets.
Finally, the building was moved acrossthe dreet in 1993 by the Richmond Historical Society.

Written records from the town record minor changes and additions to the interior over the years. The
Northeast school house dso received regular routine maintenance which included "fittings" and furniture
as well as new materids prior to itsclosing as aschoal in 1937. According to School Committee and
Town Reports, the Northeast School building received the following: In 1871, anew sove and other
furniture for $14.44; generd repairs during 1877-78 to put the northeest school building, fences, etc. in
"excdlent order" a acogt of $101; and another new stove in 1886 costing $16.38. The School
Committee Report for the year ending March 31,1886 notes "At the Northeest we havethe best planned
school house the town can boagt, but it hes Sood S0 may yearswithout repair that it istoday less capable
of protecting the inmates from the severity of the frigid winter than any other in town. To makeit
comfortable it neadsto be sheathed and dgpboarded, newlyflooredand plagtered, the window casings
tightened, and four new doors to teke the place of as many shrunken and broken ones” These repairs
were gpparently accomplished within the next 18 months, because the School Committee Report for the
Year ending March 31,1888 indicates that $300 was appropriated to repair the Northeast and Southeest
Housss a the annud town meeting and that J. B. Stiles, alocal contractor and nearby resdent on East
Street was hired "for work and materia on the Northeast House" The samereport ends "The work hes
been thoroughly done on both houses and we are in possession of two more credible school housesin the
town." The mgor work done on the northeest school house came to $371.55, when anew school house a
around this time could have been built for approximately $300.

Other School Committee reports called for plaser and paint at the Northeast School in 1900, painting
actualy accomplished in 1909; acal for anew gove for the school aso in 1909; mention that the
Northeast Schoal building received interior paint, and that anew sill and new floor were laid in 1911; that
al Richmond schools were in excdlent condition in 1921 with improvements in ventilation and toilets
and jacketed govesthat year; that in 1923 tables and small chairs were bought for three of the schools.
Depot, North, and Northeast; that al Richmond school interiorswere painted in 1926 in light shedes
"used to be pleasing;” all schools hed eectric lightsby 1929. During the 1930s up until the Northeast
School and other one-room schools were closed, routine maintenance and improvements occurred. In
1931, the School committee reported that the Northeast School nesded chemicd toilets and that the
schoadl received anew dectrica outlet, anew spring box, and the driveway which weas badly rutted was
filled with gravel. In 1932, chemicd toiletswere inddled a Northees. The school committee report
dates that "This necesstated condderable dteration in the wood shed, the changing of eectrical wiring

(continued)
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and building of a cesspool.” The origina 1932 chemicd toilets are still in the wood shed wing of the
northeast school today and are invirtually original condition.

Some time inthe 19205, the interior of the school room wes enhanced with heedboaerd wainscoting on the
walls and ceiling. Beadboard on the walsislaid horizontally abovethe level of the window sills and
vertically below. Abovethe celling is plagter and lathe, but the lathes are not hand-split. It is presumed
that the plastering was added a an unknown date after initial construction of the building. Flooring in the
schoolroom istwo-inch maple boards.

As part of the 1993 move acrassthe Sreet and restoration, the building was placed on a new poured
concrete foundation with full basament and concrete dab floor, and awalk-out door to the rear (west) not
visible from the road (photo #4). The poured concrete foundation wes provided with afaux sone finish
of concrete rather than left smooth on the eest Sde of the building (front) facing Summit Street. The
dope downward to the west accommodates a half-rai sed basament to which hes been added acdlar
entrance and a st of two windowswith 66 lights. A new well and septic sysem were added as per code.

A modem handicgpped bathroom was put in the woodshed. The entrance on the eedt facing Summit Road
was a0 provided with alow poured concrete handicapped ramp. Two lower lightson eest Sde windows
of the main floor were remanufactured using the dimensions of the original mutins as guides. A red brick
chimney piercesthrough the roof & the ridge pole a the north end of the main building. After being st
on its new foundation, the dapboard siding on the addition was replaced with cedar siding, the entry
porch roofswere repared and replaced, and the building received new rolled roofing and new wood-
shingled roofs on both portions of the building.

A non-contributing wooden sgn on two wooden square pods is located on the front lawn facing Summit
Road, with the inscription "Northeast School, 1856-1937[sc]" "Last of Richmond's One Room
Schoolhouses Regtored by Richmond Historical Society 1993." With the new ressarch as part of this
nomination, the sign's content will be changed, (photo #£3)

Archaeological Description

While no ancient Native American Stesare known on the school property, it is possble that Stes ae
present. Three dtesare recorded in the generd area(within one mile). Environmenta characteridtics of
the property indicate the presence of locationa criteria(dope, soil drainage, digance to wetlands) that are
favorablefor some types of ancient sites. The school occupies awell drained, level to moderatdy doping

(continued)



Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

X_A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to tiie broad patterns of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X. C Property embodies tiie distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and

distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

X Bremoved from its original location.

_ C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E areconstructed building, object, or structure.
F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

EDUCATION

Period of Significance
ca. 1791-1937

Significant Dates
1802

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

NA
Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
Stiles. J.B. (1888 repairs)

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested
previously listed in the ISlationai Register
previously determined eligible by the National
Register
_ designated a National Historic Landmark
recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#
_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

State Historic Preservation Office
Other State agency
Federal agency
Local government
University

X. Other

Name of repository:
Richmond Historical Commission
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upland terrace within 1000 feet of wetlands. A stream located northeest of the school drains northerly to
Richmond Pond within the Housatonic River drainage. Soils inthe areaare characterigticaly extremely
gony, afactor that may adversdly effect the ancient Native American dte potential for this area. Given
the above information, known ancient Native American settlement pattems in the region, the Sze of the
parcd (3.17 acres) and impacts rdated to relocation of the schoal in 1993 and congtruction of the
foundation and basament, a moderateto high potentid exigts for locating ancient Native American
resources on the property.

A low potential exigsfor locating historic archaeologicd resources on the school property. The school
was moved to its present Ste in 1993 from acrassthe street indicating little potentia for locating
resourcesrelaed to the school a the present Ste. No additiona historic land use hes been identified for
this location.

(end)

8 SIGNIFICANCE:

The Town of Richmond's Northeast Schoal (RIC-43) isdligible under CriteriaA and Con alocd leve of
sgnificance as an late 18th century surviving example of a one-room rural school housein westem
Massachusetts, and the earliest of six school houses known to have bean built in the Town of Richmond.
It isthe only school house intown which hes not been converted to residentia use It is eligible
historically under Criterion A as areflection of arura Richmond's responseto population increesesand a
growing underganding of the nead for readily available public education inthe community. Itis
significant architecturally under Criterion C as an intact surviving example of adistrict school. In order
to presarveit, the building was moved a short distance in 1993 from its original location on the et Sde
of Summit Road to the west Sde, and therefore meats Criterion Condderation B. The property contains a
non-contributing wooden sgn erected in 1993 a the current Site.

The areatoday comprising the towns of Richmond and Lenox was settled in 1758 on sections of land

known as Mt. Ephraim and Y okuntown, purchased from two Mahican sachams named Ephriam and

Yokun. In 1762, the areawes of Lenox Mountain (Y okun's Seet) was st off as Mt. Ephriam, later to

become Richmont in 1765. Primarily an agricultural community, Richmond grew dowly due to alack of
(continued)
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available water power which limited industrial devdlopment until 1829 when the discovery of iron ore on
the Cone farm led to the devd opment of an important iron worksin the southwest section of town. The
Richmond Fumace [NRDIS 1999)was the mogt important iron worksin Berkshire County, with satellite
furnaces in West Stockbridge, Stockbridge, Lenox Dae, Adams, and Van Deusenville. First fired in
1830, it remained in operation until 1923, The areathat was st off as Richmond had two main
thoroughfares which passed through town. The north-south road which today corresponds roughly to
Sate Route 41 was shown on the 1795 magp as the "road from Connecticut to Lebanon Springs and
thenceto Bennington." Thisroad traversesthe west portion of town. The 1795 map shows an eest-west
road marked as a"market road from Kinderhook Landing [NY] to Pittsfield, [Massachusetts]." Closeto
this intersection, now Summit Road and Route 41, in abroad valey amgjor settlement grew up where the
first and ssoond medtinghouses were located.

Anather old highway came northwest diagonally from the Connecticut line through Sandisfield, Otis,
Becket and Lenox through the northeast section of Richmond to the New Y ork state border, laid out to
connect Hartford with Albany. From 1800 to 1820, this road was part of the Tenth Massachusetts or
Farmington River Tumpike, sections of which continued to collect tolls until 1845. At Stevens Corners,
it crossed the Kinderhook Landing to Pittsfield road, now Summit Road and Swamp Road west and north
of the Comers, in the northeast section of Richmond approximately where Osceola Road istoday. At this
intersection was the sscond community in Richmond, which became known as " Stevens Comers.”

The Northeast School house, in School Didtrict |, was Stuated a8 Stevens Comers, one of two principal
sttlements of Richmond with atavern and sore. Today, the Corners isthe intersection of five roads.
Swamp Road tends southwest to West Stockbridge. Osoeola Road and Osceola Extension were parts of
the Tenth Massachusetts Tumpike, and Summit Road and Swamp Road were part of the road from
Pittsfield west to Kinderhook or Hudson, New Y ork. At this intersection, around 1790, Vine Branch ad
his son, Cyprian, built a hostelry with abalroom on the ssoond floor which stood until 1946 when it
burned down. Across Svamp Road to the south, the Branches operated adore (RIC-5). A pogt office
was established in the Branch gore in 1806. The Northeest district school housewas built esst of the
Branch gtore, where it ood until 1993. When Parny Branch married William Stevensin 1816, the area
became known as Stevens Corners. |n the William R. Stevens obituary, published in the Berkshire
Evening Eagle on January 30, 1909, is an excdlent short description of Stevens Corners and its
importance to the Town of Richmond. The 1909 obituary notes William R. Stevenssfather, dso
William Stevens, who isdescribed as

"an early sdtler in Richmond, who for many years kept atypical New England tavern in the northeest

part of town, a thejunction of fiveroads Stevenss Corners, as the ste of the hostelry was known,

enjoyed the digtinction of being the business center of Richmond up to about the year 1850. The post
(continued)
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office was located there, as was d 0 the generd  tore, besidesthe only hotel the town ever boagted.
The completion of the Western railroad, now the Boston and Albany, was responsible for the
abandonment of the various enterprises & the "Comers' and their subssquent |ocation neer the
present dde of the railroad station.”

Writing in 1855, Holland's history of Westem Massachuseits notesthat Richmond schools were
established early in the town. Records from the Court of Genard Sessonsin 1772 show that the Town of
Richmont, as it was then known, was fined eight pounds, six shillings and eight pencefor failing to
maintain schools from November 1771 to August of 1772. The Court ordered the fine distributed to the
towns of Becket and Partridgefield (Peru). Possbly as aresault, in 1772, the first recorded schoolteacher
camefrom Guilford, Connecticut, to teach in the cellar of a private home. Itislikely that the citizensthen
became serious about maintaining schoals, but available records do not indicate when the first school
houseswere built. In 1781, Richmond was divided into saven school districts. About 1790, the number
of school districts was reduced to five and remained o until 1845 when population increeses inthe iron
fumace district near the Richmond furnace a the southwest end of town necesstated a sixth school
digtrict and the opening of the Fumace schoal.

That there was a schoal building in operation & Stevens Comer from 1791 on iswell documented. No
evidence to the contrary from comprehensive existing town records, it is presumed that the current
Northeast school building isdso the original one, congructed by 1791. A thorough seerch of deeds,
together with the Richmond records from Town Meetings and Reports and School Committee meetings,
failsto find mention of anew school house being built in Northeest District One, when other school
buildings intown are recorded as having bean built anew, moved, or replaced. The Northeast school
district was numbered District 1. School Committee Meeting Minutesfrom 1789-1808 indicate thet from
1791-1808 there was aNortheast Schoadl building and that it did not bum down or was otherwise
replaced. School meetings held regularly a "the school house" indicate that there may have been only
one school house in Richmond until 1791, the first specific mention of the Northeast school house
building. Minutes of the School Committee for November 9, 1791, specified that the meeting was hdd a
the "school house in the North Eadt District” and voted that "a school be st up in said digtrict the enauing
winter for the term of four months," and that a committee be appointed to "procure an

instructor.” Subseguent school committee meatings were noted specifically as having been held a the
North Eagt school house or a the school housein the Firgt District, on January 6, and March 30, October
7, 1792, and thereafter throughout 1793 to 1808. On October 22, 1802, the school committee voted to
procure a gove for the Northeast school and exempt two local men, Elephaet Redington and his son,
from their obligations for monetary support in exchangefor "clearing avay the chimney and lathing the

(continued)
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wall and over heed where the chimney shall be removed." If the building began with afireplace, thismay
be the date when it was replaced by astove. And the school committee on October 25, 1808, voted to
"make what necessaxry repairs as wanting to the school house”

The town meeting and school committee records through the 19th century, of which there isa complete
run, aso do not indicate that the Northeest schoal building was replaced by anew one, and by 1886, the
building is described as having "stood s0 meany yearswithout repair. .. .", indicating abuilding long in
use A dead baween Asahd Royce and Cyprian Branch dated December 9, 1813 involving land at
Stevens Corner, mentions "the school housewhich is E[ast] of said Branch dwelling house (RIC-5)."
This desd goes on to describe the land adjacent to the lot on which the school housesat. InaMay 4, 1842
document involving adispute between Stevens Comers residents Cyprian Branch and Avery, mention is
mede of the chimney on the northeest school house. Book F, page 88, of the Richmond School
Committee Report for April 6, 1846 mentions that, "In the N.E. District the school continued four
months' with average atendance a the schoal for that year of ten and one-haf pupils. In 1856, inalesse
for the schoadl lot for $25.00 from Henry B. Stevens to William H. Nichols, a member of the Prudentia
Committee which oversaw the public schools in Richmond, mention is mede of "the south end of the
wood house connected with said school house™ This lessewas consumated after the location of the 10th
Massachusetts Turnpikewas changed and the road accepted as a public highway. Specifically mentioned
in the leesefor the school |ot was the obligation of the Prudential Committee to maintain "a good and
lawful fence on the west and south and eedt lines of the said |ot." The "wood houss' isawritten
reference to the existing north wing of the present schoal building, suggesting that wood house el dates
from a leest 1856, and possibly earlier.

Further evidence that the Northeast School building was of some age is indicated in the School
Committee Report for the year ending March 31,1886 which notes (italics added): "At the Northeast we
havethe best planned school housethe town can boadt, but // has stood so may years without repair that it
istoday less capable of protecting the inmates from the severity of the frigid winter than any other in
town." The Committee went on to plead for money to resheethe and redgpboard the exterior, lay new
floors and replagter the walls, tighten the window casings and replace the "shrunken and broken' doors.
These repairs were accomplished by the end of the schoal year in 1888, But the description of the
building in 1886 strongly suggests that it was the same building first mentioned in the district school
committee's reports of 1791.

In addition, it isnow dear that the Northeast school house hes only been moved once, in 1993, by the
Richmond Historical Commission. Confusion about an earlier move in 1856 ssams to have begun with a
loca historian, who bdieved that the school hed been moved acrossthe road in 1856. Infact, the 10th

(continued)
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Massachusetts Tumpike section & Stevens Comers wias discontinued and the road shifted to the west after
it was laid out as a public highway in 185 just enough to place the school on the eadt Sde of the new
highway when it had been Stuated on the west sde of the Turnpike. Infact the road changed, not the
school location. The vecated portion of the 10th Massachusetts Tumpike and the new right-of-way &
Stevens Corners are shown on an 1857 "Map of Richmond" a the Pittsfield Registry of Deads.
Compounding the problem somewhat isthat the schoal is shown on the west sde of the old Turnpike on
the Walling map, published in 1858, and entirely left of f on subseguent maps, including Beers mgp of
1876 and the Bamesand Famham Atlasof 1904. With the road dteration pending, Henry B. Stevens
leesed the schoal lot inDistrict 1 to the Town of Richmond on April 3, 1856 for $25.00 (see Deed from
William H. Nicholsto Henry B. Stevens, April 3, 1856).

The five schodl districtsall had assodiated school buildings and by 1850 were known as North, Northeast,
Centra, Southeast (closed in 1929), and Depot School. The Furnace Schoadl eventualy became a two-
room school house, while the rest were one-room schools. The Northeest Schoal building gppears to be
the oldest digtrict schodl building in Richmond. The North School was rebuilt in 1859 and replaced a
former school building. The Center School building had a mgjor reconstruction in 1885, costing nearly
$500 or 5/9ths of the cost of a new schoal building, to meke it habitable. The Southwest's school
building, known as the Depot School, was rebuilt in 1885 a acost of $954.41 by Pittsfield contractor D.
J. Saunders Itreplaced & least one earlier building dating from around 1802.

The Southeest schoal building gopears on the Walling mgp of 1858, but was subgtantidly repaired in
1838. The Fumace School was rebuilt in 1926 as atwo room schoolhouse, replacing two earlier ones
built in 1845 and 1890. The Furnace Schoadl a 2953 State Road, now a private dwelling, was placed on
the National Regigter as part of the Richmond Fumace Historical/ Archaeological District, on August 31,
1999. With the opening of the Richmond Consolidated School in September, 1937, the remaining five
schoolhouses were permanently dosed and all six schoolhouseswere sold. Assessorsvauations for 1936
or 1937 show that the six schools were valued at between $250 and $350 per building, varioudy with and
without including the land. Four of the schoadl buildingswere converted to single family homes and
subgtantialy dtered. The Northeest school stood empty. Raymond Seymour received it from the town
and was used for sdorage becoming abarn for pigs until 1993 when it was doneted to the Richmond
Historical Society by owners James and Barbara Mihake of Pennsylvania

Historically, the Northeest School house functioned as a laboratory for innovations in education within
the Town of Richmond and gppears to have bean the lead schoal in town. This nomination is enhanced
by the P.T.A. megting minutes in the early 20th century. The "Minutes and Accounts of the Northeast
School House P.T.A. Mestings, 1924-1931," record the activitiesof this asodiation vis-avisthe

(continued)
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Massachusetts Turnpike section & Stevens Comers weas discontinued and the road shifted to the west after
it was laid out as a public highway in 185 just enough to place the school on the east Sde of the new
highway when it had bean Stuated on the west dde of the Tumpike. Infact the road changed, not the
school location. The vecated portion of the 10th Massachusetts Tumpike and the new right-of-way a
Stevens Corners are shown on an 1857 "Map of Richmond" a the Pittsfield Regisiry of Deeds
Compounding the problem somewhat isthat the schoal is shown on the west dde of the old Tumpike on
the Walling map, published in 1858, and entirely left of f on subsequent maps including Bears map of
1876 and the Barnes and Farnham Atlasof 1904. With the road dteration pending, Henry B. Slevens
leesd the schoal lot in District 1 to the Town of Richmond on April 3, 1856 for $25.00 (see Deed from
William H. Nicholsto Henry B. Stevens, April 3, 1856).

The five schodl districtsall had assodiated school buildingsand by 1850 were known as North, Northeast,
Centrd, Southeast (dlosed in 1929), and Depot School. The Fumace Schodl eventualy became a two-
room school house, while the rest were oneroom schools The Northeast School building gppears to be
the oldest district schoal building in Richmond. The North School was rebuiltin 1859 and replaced a
former school building. The Center School building had a major reconstruction in 1885, costing nearly
$500 or 5/9ths of the cost of a new schoadl building, to meke it habitable. The Southwest's school
building, known as the Depot School, was rebuilt in 1885 a acost of $954.41 by PFittsfield contractor D.
J. Saunders. Itreplaced & leest one earlier building dating from around 1802.

The Southeest school building gopears on the Walling map of 1858, but was substantialy repaired in
1838. The Furnace Schoaol was rebuilt in 1926 as atwo room schoolhouse, replacing two earlier ones
built in 1845 and 1890. The Fumace School a 2953 State Road, how a private dwelling, was placed on
the National Register as part of the Richmond Furnace Historical/ Archaeological District, on August 31,
1999. With the opening of the Richmond Consolidated School in September, 1937, the remaining five
schoolhouses were permanently dosed and all six schoolhouseswere sold. Assessorsvauations for 1936
or 1937 show that the six schools were valued at between $250 and $850 per building, varioudly with and
without including the land. Four of the schoadl buildingswere converted to single family homes and
subgtantialy dtered. The Northeast school sood empty. Raymond Seymour received it from the town
and was used for sorage becoming abam for pigs until 1993 when it was donated to the Richmond
Historical Society by owners James and Barbara Mihake of Pennsylvania

Historically, the Northeast School house functioned as a laboratory for innovations in education within
the Town of Richmond and gppearsto have bean the lead school in town. This nomination is enhanced
by the P.T.A. megting minutes in the early 20th century. The "Minutes and Accounts of the Northeast
School House P.T.A. Mestings, 1924-1931," record the activitiesof this asociaion vis-avisthe

(continued)
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Northeast school house and assganceto other school houses in Richmond. 1t was noted on September
24, 1928, for example, that the first P.T.A. medting of the year was held a the Northeest School House
becaus="this schoadl isthe mother association and each fall the first one isin this schoolhouse™ The
P.T.A. committee arranged for and discussad purchasing volleyballs for each school in 1926 and
subsequently  playground equipment, swings, and a ssee saw for the Northeast school. The Jan 3, 1927
meeting arranged for the piano from the Richmond Grange to be delivered to northeast, and noted that hot
lunches hed begun. Minutesof Nov. 29, 1927 discussed wiring the school buildings (10 lightsfor
Northeast) and improving sanitary conditions. The P.T.A. during these years raised money to hdp defray
the cogsof eectricity, magazine subscriptions, books, teecher supplies, hot lunches (Northeast school
house was the first to indtitute hot lunches), buying avictrola, shest music, and piano tuning cods a
northeest, cogtsfor teachersto atend regiond and Sate teacher conventions and pay the duesto these
organizations for the teacher, buying library books, the cogt for three new window screens a the northeest
schoal in 1929 from George North, and 13 yards of cretonne materia for curtains for the northeest schooal;
and vamish for the school desksin 1930. Other extras through the good offices of the P.T.A. included
orangesfor the sick, atea kettlefor the Northeest school, sending achild to camp, supplying towelsand
cupsfor hot lunches, buying 18 aluminum plates and an ectric hot plate for the hot lunches, buying soup
during the winter, awarding honor sudentswith cash prizes, buying ice cream for field day in 1931,
getting the Automobile Club to put up road dgns to warn drivers on eech sde of the school, share
expense of cogt of doctor for Hedth Wesk in June.

Archaeological Significance

Since patterns of ancient Native American settlement in Richmond are poorly understood, any surviving
dtescould be significant. Ancient dtesin this area have the potentia to contribute information towardsa
better understanding of Native American settlement and subsstence in the Berkshire uplands of Westem
Massechusetts. Potential sites may dso contribute information that documents the importance of the
Housatonic River drainage to Native peoplesin the areaand their relationship with other Native socio
political groups to the south in the Connecticut area, to the west towards the Hudson River drainagein
New York or eestward to the Connecticut River locae.

(end)
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION:

The parcd shown outlined in pencil on the accompanying plat map entitled Lot 1, consging of 3.17
acres, being a portion of current tax mgp 404, Lot 18, in the Town of Richmond.

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION:

The legd parcd mentioned above consigting of the school house moved thereon in 1993

(end)

PHOTOGRAPHS

Photographs 1-2  taken by William Edwards, 1993. Negatives with Richmond Historical Commission
Photographs 3-4: taken by Norene A. Roberts, May 2001. Negatives with Richmond Hist. Comm.

View facing NW
View facing S

View facing NW
View facing NE
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SUPPLEMENTARY LISTING RECORD
NRIS Reference Number: 02000902 Dae Listed: 8/30/2002

Property Name: Northeast School County: Berkshire Statee MA

Multiple Name

This property islisted in the National Register of Historic Flaces in accordance with the atached
nomination documentation subject to the following exceptions, exclusons, or anendments,
notwithstanding the National Park Service certification included in the nomination
documentation.

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action

Amended Items in Nomination:

Thisbuilding isnominated under National Regigter CriteriaA and C, but only Education is
sHedted a an Areaof Significance. This SLR makesatechnical correction to the form by
adding Architecture as an Area of Significance to reflect the building'sarchitectural importance.

DISTRIBUTION:
National Register property file
Nominating Authority (without nomination attachment)
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Ridmad Hidaricad Soagdy BECEIVED

P OfficeBx 428 Ridmad MA 01254-0428 mMAt

MANS- HIST.
March 14, " 200l

Bet sy Friedberg

Massachusetts Historical Conmm ssion
220 Morrissey Blvd

Boston M\ 02125

Re: National Register Nom nation, Northeast School house,
R chnond

Dear M. Friedberg:

In the interest of making the file as conmplete as possible,
| would like to affirm the Richnond Historical Society's support
of the referenced application.

W have a very concrete interest in this. |t was this
society that rescued the school from demolition, acquired
ownership, carried out restoration, created a substantial
endowrent for future maintenance, and in fact has funded and
otherwi se supported the National Register proceedings.

Let m take this opportunity to thank you for the
information on consultants that you provided during our
conversation at the Lowell nmeeting last vyear. That got the
application underway at long |ast.

Sincerely,

1/\

William C Sexton
Presi dent

//\'/\
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BOARD OF SELECTMEN
TEL: (413)698-3882
FAX: (413)698-3272
Betsy Friedberg March 22, 2001

Nationa Regigter Coordinator
Massdiiusetts Historical Commission
22 Morrissey Blvd.

Boston, MA 02125

Re: Nomination of the Northeest Schoolhouse for the National Regigter of
Higtoric Places

Dear Ms. Friedberg,

The Sdectmen are writing to expresstheir strong support for the nomination of the Northeest
Schoolhouse for inclusion on the Nationa Register of Historic Flaces.

We were pleased and surprised to learn that the schoolhouse is considerably older than wehed
bdieved and wethink that it isan excdlent candidate for thisdesignation. The schoolhouse hes been an
important project of the Richmond Historical Society for severd years and, dong with the previoudy
designated historic Fumace Disdtrict, it ranks as one of thetown's principa historic dtes.  Thanks to the
efforts of the historical society and many volunteers, the schoolhouse hes bean restored as a usable building
and hes been used as a meeting place and as acenter of historic and municipa activities.

Ore of the mogt interesting and rewarding occurrences in recent yearswas that our school
depatment actualy usad the schoolhouse for regular summer dasseswhile our consolidated school was
renovated in the summer of 2000. It was a pleasure to have "modem day" students experience thejoys and
chdlenges of that now rarified environment of asingle dassroom for sudents of varying agesand abilities.
In addition, we are pleasad to report that severd graduates of the schoolhouse till reside in Richmond and
in surrounding communities and that these graduates have generoudy shared their schoolhouse experiences
a historical functions and with our consolidated school students.

We warmly recommend that the schoolhouse receive this important designation and we would be
hgppy to answer any questions or provide additiona information.

Sincerely,
ALAN B. HANSON

ROGER W. MANZOLINI
BOARD OF SELECTMEN

Bruce Garlow
Town Administrative Assstant

cC William Sexton, Richmond Historical Society
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The Commonwea th of Massachusatts LA HIANWSSWCEA

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusatts Historical Commission

July 11,2002

Ms. Carol Shull

Nationa Regigter of Historic Hlaces
Department of the Interior

Nationa Park Service

Mail Stop 2280, Suite 400

1849 C Stret, NW

Washington, DC 20240

Dear Ms. Shull:
Encdlosad please find the following nomination form:
Northeast School, Richmond (Berkshire), MA

The nomination has bean voted digible by the State Review Board and hes bean sgned by the
Sae Historic Preservation Officer. The owners of the properties were notified of pending State
Review Board consderation 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to comment.

Ore letter of support hes bean received.

Sincerdly,

Betsy Friedberg §]
National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

enclosure

cc: Norene Roberts, consultant
Mary Blair, President, Richmond Historical Society, 2533 Swvamp Road
William F. Edwards, Richmond Historical Commission
John Hanson, Richmond Planning Board
Marguerite Rawson, Chairperson, Board of Selectmen

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 « Fax: (617) 727-5128
www.state. ma.us/sec/mhc



